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. had never been printed for publication. 


T he cauſe of its being ſo long ſuppreſſed was an in- 
= = genuous diffidence, which forbad the Authors of it, 3 


to obtrude on the 5 1 
notice of the World, what prom had ' confidered 


4 


1 3 moſt of them extremely young, 


| =. merely as a preparatory trial of their ſtrength, and as 

| : ' ©" oe method of imprinting on their own minds ſome — 

N ; - of the immediate ſ ſubjects of their academical ſtudies. 4. 
js ; — Dk FP his cauſe no longer ſubſiſts; ; and, in conſequence of 
3 repeated applications, the Work is now offered to tze 
| Public, illuſtrated: with Engravings, a Map of Antient — 
E © Greece, and a Geographical kndegtr oe bon nv, wy 

| - The analogy-between the plan of the ATHENIAN LzsT= 1 


{0 "TERS and the TRAVELSs or AxAchaksis the Vounger, 
—_ induced the late Lord Dovss to tranſmit a copy of them 8 


5 d the Abbe BARTHELEMI, whom he had known during 5 
. „„ reſidence at Paris. The Letters which paſſed on that 

| es occaſion : are printed at the end of the Prefaces. The 5 
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A S the 1 Collection of 122 5 both thoughs ; 
| the attention of the Learned by ſome judicious perſons to 
whom they were communicated, the Tranſlator humbly e eee 
they will prove an acceptable entertainment to the Public; at the ſame 
time he will be bold to ſay, they want no introduction to recommend 


them. However, as the world will naturally i inquire into the circum- 


ſtances to which it is indebted for theſe valuable remains of antiquity, - 
he thinks it neceſſary. to premiſe a general account of the accident 
which brought them to his hands. This account, he conceives, will 

not only be grateful to the curioſity of the Reader, but be attended 


with a further good conſequence to himſelf, as it will ſufficiently pro- 


tect him from the cavils of cenſorious critics, and vindicate him from 


ev unjuſt 1 ee . 


It has long been a ſubject of complaint to modern Literati, that the 
Library at Fez in the King of Morocco's dominions, where the greateſt 


treaſures of Oriental learning are ſuppoſed to lie, was never yet ex- 


amined with any tolerable care or diligence. The difficulty of acceſs 
do it is the reaſon why nothing certain can be known concerning it; 
but ſeveral have imagined, that, were it thoroughly ſearched, the 
Arabian verſions of the Greek and Latin authors would in all pro- 


bability ſee the light. A learned Jew, who dwelt in chat city for 


many years, and who by ſome means or other had worked himſelf ; 
into the favour of the Alcaide, or chief magiſtrate of the place, ſpent 


much of his leiſure hours in peruſing the volumes that are lodged 
there. by ey his deceale 1 in the year 1698, he left his papers to an 


- e „„ 0 


* 


>. 
3 


5 a . PREFACE To. 1 
8 N 9 Engliſh Conſul at Tunis, from whom he had receiv ik eatidns in 
bis lifetime. The Conſul, upon turning them over, amongſt others, 
found a fair Spaniſh manuſcript, intitled © Letters from an Agent of % 
the King of Perſia; reſiding at Athens during the Peloponneſian 1 
< War, to the Miniſters of State, Vc. tranſlated by Mosss BEN 
* MESHOBAB, from a Manuſcript 3 in the Old Perſic Language, pre- 
r ſerved in the Library at Fez,” Surprized at what he ſaw, he wrote 5 
immediately to two or three friends 1 in England, and informed them 
of the important diſcovery. It appears that he had then an intention 
to publiſh them, but being afterwards called off by different purſuits, 
they lay neglected until his death. By the will of this gentleman, 
the manuſcript was left as a legacy to the Engliſh Tranſlator, who 
| thought it would be an act of the higheſt injuſtice to withhold them 
any longer from the public view. He chooſes indeed to conceal his 
name, which he hopes the candid Reader will forgive, ſince it is not 
done with a deſign of 1 impoſing more ſafely t upon the world, but in order 1 
to decline with honour the dilagreeable wranglings of controverſy. : 
The Agent concerned in theſe Letters appears to have tdi IM "ATR 3 
fitted for his employment. As his mind was enlarged by a general 2 
converſation with men and books, his parts and knowledge furniſhed 3 
him with every qualification, required even by the moſt modern : 
writers, on the. ſubject of foreign negotiations. A cireumſtance the | 1 
more extraordinary 1 in CLEANDER, as he lived at a time when the = 
balance of power was unequally divided i in the world, and the ſcience 3 
of embaſſy and treaty was not yet reduced into that regular and per- | f 
fect ſyſtem, to which it has been carried by the wiſdom of later and ; 
q more improved ages. For the ſimplicity of the ancients in all their | J 
| conteſts with their neighbours led them into the ſtrange abſurdity of 2 
j „ ſettling ambiguities, inſtead of leaving them; and it was the conſtant 1 
2 rule of their policy not to Play with the rights of nations, but to ſtate — : 
i aland to clear them, : : 
5 2 . . During 
| | 
4 p 
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1 examining the con 
Miniſters on matters 
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public c buſineſs, 
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e him upon ſome 
- inſtructions, and acting wit 
which a wiſe man ſhould 


| is a pattern of ad 
numbered CAN DER among the moſt eminent 
| that art, and recommendec his Letters 
r ®. 55 256770 fiulo Pug a goals 
Baeſides t eſe ſentiments, which 
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As to the objections, which, haye been framed with Peg liar ſuc- 
cels, to the genuineneſs of the E Piſtles.of PHALARIS, and: THEM ro- 
..CLES. by a formidable champio ic of. letters; ; ſuch ob- 
eee as, are 15 from they | 
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=. - | firſt a of e in Fs + opinion. 92 7 our critie, had — 
ſeveral years dead, before CLEAN DER made his., \ppearance gn; the 
. theatre of human affairs; ; and after her death ſhe could no, longer | 
monopolize the uſe. of it. It is therefore apprehended with, an, honeſt Lo 


1 confidence, that we have little to fear eine from the xtenſive 
5 learning or penetration of that critic T. r en 55 
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To conclude: The Tranſlator begs leave NR 18 aRgt lite- | 
rary world on-the diſcovery of this hidden treaſure of antiquity; which 
9 „„ may be conſidered as a large acceſſion to the ben —— | 
„„ poſſeſſed of; and to congratulate himſelf on being the unworthy 
ng inſtrument, after an in of ſo many e ee 
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The Grecian part of the correſſ 3 is exadlly ſtated from 5 
| TuverpiDes and' PLUTARCH ; 3 the Perſian i is extended and im- 1 . 
proved from the few remaining fr; zgments; of CTBGIAS : but it is 3 
hoped, the Cyfumé of the Eaſt is preſerved throughout, and the 
events ſuch as might happen under a well-governed "abſolute moo r⅛ ͤ Ml 
narchy—the picture of which is more nk than * —_ 
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The general character of CL EAD ER is taken from Maunvt, 
the Turkiſh Spy; but it is finiſhed upon the Greek model; and the 
philoſophical and literary features of it are copied from the Schools 
of Athens, and the Groves of Academus. The forms and language 
of the negotiation part of the Letters may be thought too refined for 
the times when they are ſuppoſed to be written; the diſpatches of thoſe 
great Miniſters, TEMPLE and D'EsTRA DES, were the IT which 
the writers in that Pc e to imitate. 
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f e of Egypt; Hrpz's Neligio Vet. Perſarum has been 13 1 
| chiefly followed in the Letters which relate to that obſcure ſubject, | 
ö | and it is hoped with ſome ſucceſs: and ſo as to . an intereſting 5 Cr 
| contraſt with the Greek worſhip and ee, „„ 3 
i Perhaps the chatter and wanne of the young Perſian 8 : 3 
| | OR8AMES might have been more varied and enlivened, and he : 
(1 ; might have been brought to Greece to ſerve a volunteer in their 5 2 
if armies, and improve under the military inſtitutions of Athensand = 
Il Sparta; : but it is thought adviſable, on the whole, to make no : ; 
ih | alterations from the original edition, particularly as the learned and ' 4 
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Not many years ie younger CEBINON, a name well 
known among the publiſhed a work in 
four volumes under this very title of Lettres Atheniennes ; they relate 
to the ſame times, and have ſome of the ſame characters with ours, 
as PERICLES, ASPASIA, CLEON, and ALCIBIADES ; but the turn of 
| is ſo different from that of the preſent Work, that 
no compariſon can be made between them ; the Readers will give 


the preference according to their pective taſtes and inclinations.— 


: 


We hope our characters are antique. Thoſe of Mr. CAEBILLOR 
reſſes of Paris; 
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are in a great degree the petit maitres and petites 
and the idea of improving the manners and morals of ſociety does 


not ſeem to have been the Principal object of that ingenious writer 
in thoſe Letters, any more than in the Sopha & I Eſcumoire. 
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1 ORD DOVER. EEE de ; hs Rift 1 reſſement Pacc 
ſion qui i ſe preſente par le canabde M. Barthelemi, Minif tre Plenipotentiaire 
ne à la Caur de Londres, d' offrir a M. Abbe Barthe- 
on oncle Tho mmage fi juſtement du au ſavant et ẽlẽgant Auteur du Vov- 
AGE DU JUN E ANACHARSIs EN GRECE, en lui faiſant-pi 1s Volume 
ci-joint des LETTREs ATHENIENNES. Lorigine de cette production eſt ex- 
pliquẽe dans la ſeconde Preface à la tete de ouvrage: les Lettres ſignes P. ſont 
de Fa Tri Comte de rer fils ainẽ du Grand Chancelier de ce 


parvenu au poſte | Eminent de“ Grand ( Shancelier, mais qui eſt mort trop tot 
pour fa famille et pour fa Patrie; ; les autres ſont ec 


—_ Fon n'a x point h preſomption de comparer cet OYYLAge.AP char- 
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mant Voyage d' Anacharſis, mais maren ment, de donner un temoignage d' l. 


time I ſon illuſtre Auteur; | et, m. arquex, g combien ON. 2 te flatte de trouver 
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* une e idee *. a pris ſon origine iei l ya pres de cinquante ans a tte perfec- 
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_To | Lord DOVER. Ct, 


© MILORD, 5 e % ͤð ꝗ ]X1)JDM 

Par Phonneur de vous remercier du bel mme des LET T RES Arz- 
NIENNES que vous avez eu la bonté de m' envoyer, et ſurtout de la note 
trop flatteuſe que vous avez daigné y tracer de votre main. Jentendis Pete 
dernier parler pour la première fois de cet ouvrage; et ce fut par M. Jenkin- 
ſon. Je n'ai pu juſqu'à preſent le parcourir qua la hate; fi je Vavois connu 
plutot, ou je n'aurois pas commence le mien, ou i' aurois tachẽ d'approcher 
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| that leads into the Sinus: Ambracius ; 
harbour, and for the temple of Aﬀian Apollo -e A A RNOAA 


the eren of the Greater Myſia oppoſite Leſboe: of bi e e sli od:  - 
8. EAN SEA. Bounded by the coafts/ of Gfeede and Macoddnion-thi- N 
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„„ CEOGRAPHIGAL INDEX. 


” TONIA. A Grecian colony on the coaſt of Afi Minor, Sd 


alſo the iſlands of Samos and Chios, and containing twelve conſiderable 
towns, of which Phocæa is the northernmoſt, 3 Miletus vary n ee 


Ptolemy confines it within the rivers Hermus and Meander. 
IRE. A maritime town * ee on . pre of Laconis, « called 


. afterwards Abia. 


ITHACA. An iſland. in the D * between x Ceptalenia and the 


coalt of Etolia. 
ITHOME. A mountain of Meſſenia, faid to have 3 its name FER 
one of the nurſes of Jupiter. Alſo a town of the ſame name near the 
foot of the mountain, deſtroyed by the Spartans in the twenty. fourth Olym- 
piad, but afterwards rebuilt. When the Meſſenian exiles were reſtored by 
Epaminondas, the new metropolis, Meſſene, ſeems to have been built on 


the ſite of Ithome, or adjoining to it, and the two towns to have been incloſed 
by a common wall. A part of the mountain was alſo W n in, and formed... 
Into a citadel like the Acrocorinthus. 

JD EA. Uſed in an extended ſenſe for the whole of Paleſtine, and 
bounded on the weſt: by the eaſtern extremity of the Mediterranean ſea, on 


the north by Syria, on the eaſt by * on the ſouth 15 Arabia et 


LACEDAMON. The metropolis of eg on the weſtern fide of 
the Eurotas. ; 


LACONIA. A ſtate i in the 8 8 on this na by 1 


ſenia, on the north by Arcadia and Argolis, on the eaſt by the Sinus Argo- 
licus, on the ſouth by the Sinus Laconicus. It extends along the coaſt from 


Praſiæ to the promontory of Tenarus. 


LAMPSACUS, A town on the Afiatic 84 of the else. at e 


entrance of the Propontis. 5 
LATMOS. A town and mountain on the coaſt af Caria according to 


Ptolemy, of Ionia according to others, it was. bs north of Miletus. The town 
was afterwards called Heraclea. 


LEBADEA, or LEBADIA. A town of Beds on "i confines of 
Phocis, where was the oracle of Trophonius, 


vol. 1. N 9 „„ LECHAUM. 
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Zolians, and ſaid to be named from Leſbus, a grangion of Aeolus. LE 
LEUCADIA. A peninſula of Acarnania in the time of Homer, and 
Probably as late as the Priopopnetan., war; r made 3 Hand. by 


Caria on the ſouth. Under this name 'are ſometimes comprehe 


GEOGRAPRIGAL bing, 5 
IHN. Vide ConmTu., „ u Te . 


| LEONTINI, or LEONTIUM. A town on the alen bas 5 Si } 1 e 
9 ſea, between Syracuſe and Catana. 


"LESBOS. An iſland. near the coat of Aſp Ae el by be 


| ” 
£ 4 - 


cutting through the iſthmus. 180 


LOCRIS. A diſtri& of Greece « divided by the 3 n P, rn; Aus — 
Hither Locris, or the country of the Locri Ozolæ, between Ætolia and 


. Phocis, and Farther Locris, which extends to Thermopylæ and along the 


Euripus of Eubœa. This latter is ſubdivided into the country. of the Locri 
Opuntii along the Euripus, and the Locru Epicnemidii, more worchyard, Near 
the mountain Cnemis. | 


' LYDIA PROPER, antiently called Mxonia. A cvs of da Minor, | 


bounded by Tonia on the weſt, Myſia on the north, Phrygia on the eaſt, and 


whole dominions of Crœſus, which extended to the Halys: 


M 


MACEDONIA. Upper Macedonia was a mountainous country inhabited 


by numerous tribes, of which the Lynceſtz and Elimiotæ were the moſt 


powerful ; but the others, though allies and ſubordinate to theſe, had each a 
| ſeparate government. Lower Macedonia, to the eaſt of the former, was 


ſubje& to kings of Argive extraction, who at firſt fled thither for an aſylum, 


and gradually uſurped the ſovereignty. They ſoon extended their dominions 


to the ſea, by the conqueſt of Pieria and Bottizea ; they alſo poſſeſſed them- 


ſelves of a narrow tract of Pæonia along the Axius, of Mygdonia from the 


Axius to the Strymon, of Edonia, Eordia, and Almopia, Anthemus, 


|  Greſtonia, and Biſaltia; all of which, as it accrued, they comprehended 
under the general name of Macedonia. The country, therefore, had Vpper 


Macedonia on the weſt, beyond which was Ilyria, mount Hæmus, and the 


Strymon on the north, the Chalcidic region and Thermaic ye” on the 
eaſt, and Theſſaly on the ſouth. 
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exoorartient INDEX. 25 


MAC DOL UNI We 6 mine 6f two towns in Egypt, one on he wW 

| fide of the Arabian gulf not far from the © -mity 

to the ſouth of Pelufium. s nina] Sam eee, A. 1,12 WE 
MACNESIA. A peninſula beten * gulf, of Ther ares. 

ſabject to Theflaly, and bounded by it on the weſtern fide. 
MALEA. A promontory at the ſouthe! end of the iſland of Lelbos. 


MEDIA. A large country in Aſia, bounded on ws weſt by thi Greater 
Armenia, on the north by the Caſpii Caduſii and the Caſpian Sea, on the 


| eaſt. by Hyrcania and Rune on the fouth by Perſia, Suſiana, and 1 


Aſſyria. 


| MEGARIS. A final ftate of Greece on the Saronic gulf, b berween the 


Athenian and Corinthian territories. | ; | 
MELOS. Vide CycLaDEs. | 1 7 1 


MEMPHIS. A large and "RD HIS town of 3 us fide 
of the Nile in the Heptanomis, not far from the vertex of the Delta. 


MENDES. A town in the Delta, near the Mendeſian mouth of the 
Nile, to which it gives its name. 


MESSENIA. A ftdte of the Peloponr 


from the promontory of Tænarus to the town of i, ad | bounded uy 
Laconia,” Arcadia, and Elis. 2 


MESSANA.' A town in Sly, ſituated on the fiivight which (HK it 


from Italy; fo called from the Meſſenians who' ſettled there, when' they were 


expelled from their own country by the Spartans. The antient'name was 

Zancle, from the Sicilian word Zaſxac, a fickle, which it reſembled in its form. 
METHYMNA. A conſiderable town « on the eaſtern fide of the iſland of 

Lelbos N 


MILETUS. The * conſiderable town of Ionia, on the con 


Caria, celebrated for the number of its colonies, and for an oracular temple 


MITVLENE. The capital of Leſbos, nea ws this romontory Mala. 
MOLVYC RIA. A fftall town in Eau a little to the weſt of the promon- 


tory Antitrtiurt, at the entrance of the Corinthian Sul. 


1 


OP W 


MARATHON. One of the Aye; of Arden to the north-eaſt of Athens, 
near the ſhore of the Euripus. 
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of the iſland of Samos, from which i it is divided by a narrow ſtreight. 


There was probably a town of the ſame name near the grove, built not far 


GEOGRAPHICAL; INDE: 


| MUNYCHI.. A port belonging to Athens, W the deen, 
and ſituated between the Pirzeus and the mouth of the lliſſuß. gs 


MYCALE. A promontory of Tonia, oppoſite the e en point 


MYCENZ. Was the capital of Argolis in the time of the Trojan war; 3 
afterwards it went gradually to decay, and the lateſt mention of it is in 


Polybius's account of the war with Nabis, tyrant of NIL "Whew Strabo 
wrote, no veſtige of it was remaining. E 1 


 MYGDONIA. Vide MAcEDONIA. 


* | 
NAUPACTUS. The frontier town of Etolia, 80 we Locri ole, 


on the Corinthian gulf. It derived its name from the ſhips that were con- | 
ſtructed there. 


NEMEA. A river which ſeparated the territories of Sicyon and Corinth. 
Near its ſource was a town of the ſame name, in the territory of Argolis. 
NIS A. A town in Lycia, near the ſource of the Tanthus. 


NIS EA. The port of Megara, at a little more than two miles * 


and connected with it by long walls. | 
NIS EAN PLAINS. An extenſive tract of level country eaſt of Ecba- 
tana, towards the Portæ Caſpiz, famous for its breed of horſes. 
NYSA. An inland town of Lydia, between the Cayſter and Mzander. 
NS A. The fabulous birth-place of Bacchus. Its ſituation doubtful ; ſaid 


by Diodorus, in one place, to be between Phœnice and the Nile in another, 


to be in Arabia . near the Egyptian frontier. 


Oo. 


CQENOE. A fortified frontier town of RE, towards Bangla,” Near the 
ſource of the Eridanus. | 


ETA. A ridge of mountains avidin Theffaly from Doris and Locris. 


OLPA. A town of Acarnania, on the Sinus e about three 


miles from Argos Amphilochicum. 
OLYMPIA. A grove and temple of Jupiter i in Piſatis, a diſtri of Elis 


from 
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from the ſite of a more antient one called Piſa, which had been deſtroy 
by the Eleans. Some, however, deny the exiſtence of fuck a town as Piſa, | 
and lay the diſtrict RO its name To a fountain called Piſa. goa 
 OLTNTHUR. - The 4 confiderablo town in Far nee Chace, 
| Gituated juſt on'the outſide of the iſthmus of Pallene. 
ORONTES. A mountain in the northern 1 928 of Media. 


. 


PACTOLUS. A river of Lydia, which riſes in mount Tmolus, and 
paſſing by Sardes falls into the Hermus, which B el into the 
| Zgean ſea between Phocæa and Smyrna. 

PALLACOPAS. A channel derived from that Wen of the en 
which paſſes through Babylon. It commences about an hundred miles below 
the city, and is continued along the level country of Chaldæa towards the 
confines of Arabia Deſerta, ry. a Wee of of ſmall lakes in its 9 8 2 
in one of which it terminates. 

PAMPHYLIA. A diſtri in the rel of Aſia, bounded on the 
ſouth by the Mediterranean, along the coaſt of which it extends from Olbia 
incluſive to the river Melas, by Lycia in the welt, 2 and Ifauria on the 
north, Cilicia on the eaſt. 

PARNASSUS. A mountain in Phocis. 

| PAROS. Vide CycLADESG. | 

PARTHIA. A country of Aſia, bounded by Media and Perſia on the 
weſt, Carmania on the ſouth, Aria on the eaſt, Hyrcania on the north. 
PASARGADA. An antient royal reſidence in Perſia, on the river 

Cyrus. 

PA TRE. A town in 4 on the coaſt of the Ionian ſea, a little 
ſouth of the entrance of the Corinthian gulf. 3 

PAGE. A town in the mountainous part of W near che confines 
of Bceotia, and juſt at the entrance of the iſthmus of Corinth. 

PELASGIOTIS. The third region of Theſſaly, fo called from its antient 


inhabitants the Pelaſgi, bounded by Theſſaliotis on the north, Pthiotis on the 
ſouth, Magnets on the eaſt. 


PELLA. 


* - 


1 OCHAPHICAL) unnd 8 


PEILA. A town on the Coffiheh of Ematkila und Wan the 
of the kings of Macedon. It was ſituated off à ſmall eminence 

by deep lakes and moraſſes, in the neareſt of which roſe a And dude, that 
at a diſtance appeared to be part of the town, and was connected with it by 
a bridge over the Axius, which flowed between the walls of the town! and 
citadel, and made the latter equally ſecure as a fortreſs or as a priſon." | ff 

PELOPONNESUS. A peninſula joined to the continent of Gree By by 

the iſthmus of Corinth, and containing within the iſthmus the wa of 


Achaia, Elis, Meſſenia, OO and Argolis on the coaſt, and Arcadia in 
the centre. 


PELUSIUM. A ak nde town in A on he eaſtern. ſide * . 
Peluſiac mouth of the Nile, about two miles and a half from the ſea. _ 

PERRHABI. A tribe who formed a ſettlement in the maritime part of 
Theſſaly, from the Enipeus eaſtward, to the mouth of the Peneus, and from 
thence along the coaſt to the mountains Oſſa and Pelion, within the 
peninſula of Magneſia. Some of them alſo extended north of the Peneus, 
as far as Mount Olympus. Being expelled from thence by the Lapithæ, 


they retired weſtward, and took refuge on Mount Pindus, and * * 
confines of the Dolopians, Athamanians, and Etolians. 


PERSEPOLIS. The metropolis of Perſia Proper; 5 and a royal 1 
ſituated on the eaſtern ſide of the Araxes. 


PERSIA PROPER. Bounded by Elymais on the weſt, 5 wo it is 
ſeparated by the Paſitigris or Orontes, by Media on the north, Carmania on 
the eaſt, and the Perſian Gulf on the ſouth. On the land ſide it is ſurrounded 
by high mountains, and acceſſible only by narrow paſſes through them, of 
which the moſt remarkable are thoſe which communicate with Suſiana, near 


the ſource of the Tanten, called indifferently Pyle: Perſides and Pylæ 
Suſides. 


PHALERUNM. One of the Attick Anuel a little to the caſt of the Sk 


of the Iliſſus; the principal port and naval arſenal of Athens before the con- 


ſtruction of the Piræeus by Themiſtocles : it was connected wh Athens by, 
long walls. 


PHASIS. A large river Which riſes on the Prada of ma. and 
flows through the country of Colchis, firſt in a northerly, then in a weſterly 
direCtion : it falls into the eaſtern extremity of the Pontus Euxinus. 


PHIL. 
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| leſſer cataract i is between the iſlapds of Phile: and Elept 


PHOCIS. A ſtate of Greece, bounded by. Locris, Bœotia, 5 0 Co- . 


rinthian Gulf; its territory extended antiently to the coaſt of the Eubœan 


Sea, a narrow tract of it . between the Loeri Fan midi nd the 


Locri Opuntii. 
ne 1 ber tine a ah oh W of So Me- 


diterranean, bounded on the north by the north-weſtern part of Syria, af- 


terwards called Scleucix and nee hs a e on the - and Ws. 
Palæſtine on the ſouth. | ben 

PHRYGIA. Vide Asia W 5 | 
* PHTHIOTIS. The ſouthernmoſt of the four diviſions of. Abby 
extending weſtward to Mount Pindus and the territory of the Dolopians, and 
| eaſtward to the ſea between the Sinus Pegaſæus and the Sinus Maliacus ; 


ſouth. 

PIRATE US. Obe ce Ak nj thi welt of t _ OT the 

Iliſſus, and of Munychia ; leſs convenient for a naval arſenal than Phalerum, 
in reſpect of its diſtance from the city, which was conſiderably: greater; but 

this diſadvantage was compenſated by the contiguity of three ſmall natural 

bays, which Themiſtocles encloſed and fortified, and connected the whole 

with the city by long walls. | 

_ PIRENE. Vide ACROCORINTHUS. 2 

_ PISA. Vide OLYMPIA. 7; 

PLATEA, or PLATAZ. ' A town of 3 near the fre af 3 
Cithæron, and on the ſouth ſide of the Aſopas. It was on the confines of 
Attica and . and ene to the road from Thebes to Athens and 
Megara. 

PORT US ALBUS. A port of Dover Egypt on the Arabian Gul, about 
two degrees north of the tropic. 


PORTUS ITAMUS. A port of Arabia Felix on he Perſian Gut, 


a little ſouth of the ridge of mountains "_ W * Felix * 5 


Arabia Deſerta. 


rormR. 


PHI. . An iſland in the Nile, com in a town of the fame name, 5 
the ſouthernmoſt in Egypt, about twelve miles within the ae, * | 


bounded by Pelaſiotis an the north, and the ridge of Mount CEta on the | 
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; 1 8 GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


55 rorRA. An Regen town on the peninſula of the iſthmus of | 
=_. 1 e 
= 8 PYLUS. A maritime town in the fouth-welt part 185 ' Melſeni near "Ge 
foot of the mountain Zgaleus. | : | For. 
-RHEGIUM. A town and promontory at the ſouthern extremity of 
Italy, on the ſtreight which divides it from Sicily. The town was built 
ſoon after the taking of Ira or Eira by the Lacedzmonians, by a colony com- 
poſed of Meſſenians and Chalcidians from Eubœa, and named Rhegium 
from the tradition that the continent and the iſland of Sicily had been vio- 
lently broken aſunder. : ; | 
RHIUM. A promontory (called alſo Drepanum, from . curved 
inwards in the form of a ſickle) on the coaſt of Achaia, at the entrance of 
the Corinthian Gulf; ; there was a town of the ſame name immediately 
behind it. The oppoſite promontory on the coaſt of Xtolia was called 
Antirrhium, and the ſtreight between them not quite a mile wide. 
NHODES. A conſiderable iſland on the ſouthern coaſt of Aſia Minor, 
oppoſite the coaſts of Caria and Lycia; its metropolis, built on the eaſtern 
ſide of the iſland during the Pelopponeſian war, bore the ſame name. 
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. 
SABEA. A diſtri& of . extent in the ſouth-weſt part of 
Arabia Felix, extending to the Arabian Gulf and Indian Ocean. 
S8 Als. A conſiderable town in the Delta, once the metropolis of Lower 
Egypt, ſituated about midway between the two weſtern branches of the Nile. 

SALAMIS. An iſland about nine or ten miles in length in the Sinus 
Saronicus, oppoſite Eleuſis. 

SAMOS. An iſland near the coaſt of lonia, oppoſite to the promontory 

Mycale, and to Epheſus. 

SAMOTHRACE. An ifland diſtant about 3 miles from the 
coaſt of Thrace, oppoſite to the mouths of the Hebrus. It was antiently 
called Samos, which ſignifies height, probably from the great height of 
one of its mountains, from the top of which Ida and Troy were viſible, and 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 
the epithet Thrackan was added for the purpoſe of diſtinction. KL comtulied 


a temple equally celebrated with that of Eleufis for its * and con- | 


ſidered as a moſt ſacred aſylum. 


- SARDES. The capital of Lydia, on the Patolus, near the foot ir; he Fe 


mountain Tmolus. 
S8CTRUS. An land in the Zgean le, oppoſite the middle of the extern 
fide of Eubcea. 

SCYTHIA. An undefined tract A country, e all the 3 
part of Aſia from the Palus, Mceotis, and the river Tanais eaſtward, to the 
country. of the Ceres, or, including theſe, to the Eaſtern Ocean; and ex- 

tending in latitude from the Hyperborean Ocean to the northern ſhores of 


the Euxine and Caſpian Seas, the Jaxartes, anc) this: cnn of: nnn, 


form the northern boundary of India, 


SERBON, or SERBONIS. A lake in = 3 5 e of 


Palæſtine, about twenty-five miles in length, narrow, and very deep. It runs 
parallel to the ſea at about ſix miles diſtance, and communicates with. it by 
a narrow outlet at the weſtern 2 called ——— which * near the 
foot of Mount Caſius. 

SICILY. The largeſt idand in the Medicerrivian, 8 rote lay 
by a very narrow ſtreight; of a triangular form, with a promontory at each 


angle, Pelorus towards Italy, 5 towards Greece, 22 towards 
Africa. 


sICVONIA. A ſmall fate in the Nee bounded by Achaia, 


Argolis, and the territory of Corinth. 


SIDON. A very antient and opulent commercial town on the nog of 


Pheœnice, about thirty miles north of Tyre. 


 SIGEUM. A re, town, and naval a in Troas, near the 


entrance of the Helleſpont. 


SMYRNA. A conſiderable town on the coaſt of Tonia, founded by a 


colony of Epheſians, who themſelves were originally called Smyrnzans. It 


ſtood a little ſouth of the mouth of the Hermus, and its walls were waſhed 


by the Meles, near the ſource of which Was a Cavern, where Homer is ſaid 
to have compoſed his poems. 


Vol. . FCC | SOGDIANA. 
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GE OGR APHID AL. IND EX. 
| BOGDIANA. A region of Aſia, ne Bum Scythia by the en 


aud from Bactria by the Oxus; Its eaſtern and weltern AY are leſs 


certain. 
SPARTA. _ The l name of the! Fee af ners the other 


7 


name, Lacedzmon, taken from the country, being of a later date. 1 


SPARTOLUS. A town of the Bottiæans, who, after their expulſion "OF 
Bottizea by the Macedonians, eſtabliſhed themſelves on the confinesof the Regio 


Chalcidice, a part of Thrace, peopled for the moſt part by Grecian colonies, 


 STRYMON. A river whoſe ſources are in Mount Pangzus in Thrace,” 
The upper part of its courſe ſeparated Thrace from Macedonia ; the lower N 
(perhaps from the diviſion of the ſtream at Amphipolis) was entirely in 
Thrace, between the Regio Chalcidice and Edonis. 

SUNIUM. A town and e by Attica, at the entrance of the 
Saronic gulf. NE 

 SUSA. The metropolis of Suſana, on the Eulzus or e a royal 
reſidence, ſaid to have been built by Tithonus, or rather by his ſon Memnon, | 
and to have been reſtored by Darius the ſon of Hyſtaſpes. 

SYBARIS. A town of Lucania, between the rivers Sybaris and Crathis, 
founded, about the year of Rome thirty-four, by a colony of Achæans and Tree: 
zenians; having grown very populous, opulent, and luxurious, it was conquered 


and razed to the ground by the Crotonians about the time of the expulſion of 


the Tarquins. The remnant and deſcendants of its inhabitants, aſſiſted by ſome 
Theſſalians, rebuilt it about fifty eight years afterwards, but in ſix years it 
was again deſtroyed by the jealouſy of the Crotonians. The Sybarites once 


more, with the aſſiſtance of coloniſts from various parts of Greece, but parti- 


cularly from Athens and Sparta, built a new town, by the advice of an oracle 
at a little diſtance from the ſite of the former, round the fountain Thuria, 
whence it was called Thurium. Soon after the old inhabitants arrogating 
an excluſive title to honors and magiſtracy, though very unequal in ſtrength 
to their new aſſociates, were completely exterminated by them. Factions 
prevailed among theſe alſo, in conſequence of their different origin, and, after 
the defeat of the Athenians in Sicily, their party was nn by that of the | 
Lacedzmonians . 
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- SYENE. Vide Lover. | | 
SYRACUSE. A large and es town on che n fide 18 Sil, 


| which, beſides-a harbour on the north ſide of it, called Portus Trogiliorum, 


contained two which it almoſt ſurrounded, called the Great Harbour, and 
the Portus Laccius. Theſe were ſeparated by the iſland Ortygia, which was 


conſidered as one of the quarters of the town, being fully built, peopled, and 
fortified, and joined to the main land by a bridge over a narrow channel that 


connected the interior part of the Portus Laccius with the Great Harbour. 
North of the ſmall harbour lay the. quarter called Acradina, much ſuperior 


to the reſt in ſize, ſtrength, and ſplendor; a complete town in itſelf, :and 


fortified on every fide. The two harbours waſhed its walls on the fouth, 
the Mare Siculum on the caſt, ' and the Portus Trogiliorum on the north. 
It was ſeparated from Tycha by a ſtrong rampart. Tycha was ſo called from 


an old temple of Fortune, and, though much ſmaller, was completely fortified 


like Acradina, from which it extended weſtward, a little inclining to the 
north. South of Tycha, and ſmaller ſtill, was the fourth quarter, called 


Temenites, from a ſtatue of Apollo Temenites. It was afterwards enlarged 


and called Neapolis. North-weſt of the town was an eminence which com- 


manded it, called Epipolæ, afterwards incloſed within the walls to ſerve. as a 


citadel, but not inhabited. 


SYRIA. The limits of this country, laid down in one place by Strabo, 
are Cilicia and mount Amanus on the north, the Euphrates and the Scenite 


Arabians on the eaſt, Arabia Petræa and Egypt to the ſouth. This r. 
tion includes Phcenice and Palæſtine. 


 SYRUS. Vide CycLaps. 


| TANAGRA. A town of Bceotia, not far from the ſhore of the Euripus. 


TANAIS. A river of Sarmatia, which riſes in the Riphæan mountains, 


and after a long courſe eaſtward, turns to the ſouth, and returning as far 


weltward, falls into the Palus Mzotis ; the lower part of 1 its courſe divides 
Europe from Afia, ; 


TAOCE. A town and promontory of Perſia on the Perſian gulf. 
* ea - 
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TARSUS. A conſiderable town of Cilicia Camp 
Cydnus. | | 

TENEDOS. A (ſmall and oppoſite «i conſt of the Hellepontian 
Phrygia. | | ; 5 

'TENTYRA. A town in Thehais, on the „Aan le f d Dake 1 

TEOS. An antient town with a e at the ſouth-weſt * of the 
peninſula of Ionia. | | 

THEBES. Afterwards called Dioſpolis Magna, the Wespen of the 
Thebais. The town itfelf was on the eaſtern or Arabian bank of the Nile, 
but the Memnonium, which was conſidered as ee de to it, on the 
Libyan. | 

THEBES. The moſt conſiderable town in Bola, on the menus z "the 
citadel, which was more antient than the other parts of it, was built by Cad- 
mus, and retained the name of Cadmea. 

THESSALY. The moſt northern ſtate of Greece, Sia on the 
eaſtern ſide from Thermopyle to the mouth of the Peneus, on the ſouth 
under the ridge of mount Eta to mount Pindus, on the weſt along the 
-frontiers of Athamania, Cy and part of Epirus, on the north to 
Macedonia. | 

THERMOPYLZ. A very 1 narrow paſs, with ſteep mountains: on one 
hand, and the ſea on the other, leading from e into Phocis and 
Bœotia. 

. THO RICUS. A Anjos belonging to the tribe Acamanthis. 

THRACE. A region bounded on the north by the ridges of mount 
Hæmus, and extending from thence along the ſhores of the Euxine, the 
Propontis, and Ægean, as far as the gulf of Torone. 

THURIUM. Vide SvRARIs. 

TIBER. A river of Italy, which riſes on the weſtern fide of the Apen- 
nines, ſeparates Etruria from Umbria, the country of the Sabines and 
Latium, and having paſſed through Rome, diſcharges itſelf by two mouths 
into the Mare Tyrrhenum. 

TIGRIS. A large river of Aſia, the ſource of which is at Elegofine b in 
the level country of the Greater Armenia. It flows at firſt very — and 

is 


** J 2 
* - ; - & * 
8 7 N 3 
r 2 ; 0 3 / a : * 
* ny " oo o 7 
* % bs +7 . * 8 
— f Y . 1 f 1 
x 4 * F — : 9 
* 8 8 7 * 
* 1 4 
* 
— * . Ld 
» 6 7 1 g 
- « S , - 4% 
« Je: i x 
5 8 - 2 0 * 7 ; 
- - a hy * 
F F 
£ * 5 
U 1 Fa ” 4 
4 * 
* 
* * 85 # 1 
+ o * ” y 
oy | e F . 
; N i N 7 BEN" . 
” F o 4 . — 
1 19 * * > 4 
* 1 N * 4 4 X a 1 ; : 
; 7 — — 4 7. 


* 


called Diglito: afterwards becoming rapid, it aſſumes the name of Tigris, 
or the Arrow; having reached the mountain Taurus or Niphates, it is loſt „„ 
in ſubterraneous paſſages, and emerging on the other fide of the mountain, 
forms the eaſtern bo of Meſopotamia and Babylonia; at the ſouthern A 
extremity of which it joins the Euphrates, and: falls with it into the Perſian „„ 1 
Gulf. Some geographers conſider the place where it emerges as the original 7 We 
ſource of the river. 1 5 | | 
TMOLUS. A mountain and town of Lydia near Sardes.. . 8 
TRCEZEN, or TRCEEZENE. A town. at the eaſtern extremity of mw Le 
golis, near the Scyllzan promontory.. = Es i > Jr 
TROY, or ILIUM., A town in the Helleſpontian Phrygia. | 
TYRE. A very W commercial town, on a ſmall iſland, almoſt N 
contiguous to the coaſt of Phœnice. It was founded by the Sidonians, and . 
ſtood originally on the ſhore of the continent, a little ſouth of the iſland, on 
which it is ſuppoſed to have been rebuilt, after the deſtruction of the former 


5 


town by the Aﬀytians. | | os 2 
TO. „ 09 
ZACYNTHUS. An iſland in the Ionian Sea, oppoſite the coaſt of Elis, = | 
and peopled by a colony from Achaia. - V 5 N 5 
ZELEIA. The name of two towns, one in Troas near the foot of mount 1 | : 
Ida, on the banks of the Æſepus, the other in Pontus, on the river Lycus, „„ 5 
and on the confines of the Leſſer Armenia. „ | er 
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5 ArHENIAN LETTERS, 


WB LE * ER cil, entered in a public regiſter, and chooſing a patron,) I can only pre- 
BS Cm tend to give ſuch acedufis ofthe preſent ſtate bf affairs, as arc founded 
on the common reports of the city. The Perſian council muſt al- 
ready have been informed, that, all things have long carried the ap- 
pearance of a war between Athens and Lacedzmon, upon pretence 
of injuries done by the former: to the allies of the latter. ſhall lay 
55 before thee a ſhort view of the riſe of theſe differences, and the hei ght 
_ 1" to which they are now arrived. The Corcyreans being engaged | in a 
lf gqauarrel with the Corinthians about Epidamnus, a colony of the former 
on the coaft of IIlyrium, unable alone to make head againſt them, 
ſent a deputation to deſire an alliance with Athens. Their requeſt was 
ſtrongly oppoſed by the embaffadors of Corinth; and the people in 
. the firſt aſſembly determined againſt the Corcyreans, but changed their 
{ 1 opinion in the ſeeond by che advier of PRICLES, and voted that a 
= league ſhould be concluded with them. In purſuance of it they ſent 
to their aſſiſtance ten gallies, with orders that they ſhould only pro- 
tect the poſſeſſions of Corcyra, without attacking the Corinthians. 
Theſe gallies were ſoon after engaged in a naval fight, where each party 
| | f laid claim to the advantage; and at the ſame time Potidza, a tributary 5 
+ city of the Athenians in Thrace, revolted againſt them, under pre- 
| tence that they had impoſed hard conditions upon them. Corinth, 
its mother- city, ſent troops to its relief againſt. the Athenian army, 
i which laid ſiege to it; and at the ſame time diſpatched a ſolemn em- 
| | | | buaaffy to Lacedæmon in conjunction with their allies, complaining that 
| tte Athenians had broken the treaties, by affiſting the Corcyreans, and 
interdicting all commerce with the Megareans. The Lacedzmonians, 
| 3 hurried on by the violent advices of STHENELAIDAS, the Ephorus, 
EE: Es reſolved after a long debate, notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of 
their king ARCHIDAMUS, that the Athenians had violated the 
leagues. In conſequence of this vote they demanded of them to raife 


the bete of Potidæa, and repeal che decree againſt Megara. The 
. . Athenians 
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ATHENIAN! LETTERS. 


Athenians declared their readineſs. to make many of the — n 


required, provided ſimi 
ſubmit every point in diſpute to any impartial tribunal; concluding 
with a reſolution, (even if theſe. paciſic overtures were rejected,) not 
to commence hoſtilities, but to defend themſelyes vigorouſly if they 
were attacked. I think this ſummary necellary, noble ſcribe, not to 
inform you, who have already received formation, of theſe events, 
but to give the better connection to the dequel of my diſpatches, | It 
is now generally agreed, that an open xupture will ſhortly enſue; for 
advice arrived here laſt night from Platea, a town. of Beeotia, and an 
ally of this ſtate; that the Thebans, who with the reſt of Peloponneſus 


ſide with Lacedæmon, had by treaſon gained admiſſion into the 
place, and kept poſſeſſion ſome little time; but the citizens taking ad- 
vantage of the night, fell upon and cut off the whole patty, except 
200, ho were taken priſoners. The people this very day ini an ex : 
traordinary aſſembly decreed, that a fopply of troops and proviſions | 
ſhould forthwith be ſent chither; and that meſſengers could be dis. 
patched to all their allies, with che news of What has paſſed, and with 
orders to haſten their warlike preparations. A report is current, that 
the Spartans and their allies are aſſembling their forces at the Ithmus 
of Corinth. I find the opinions of the people various about the true 


ar-ones were made on the fide of Sparta; or to: 


ſprings of this war. The party in oppoſition to PerIcLEs ſcruple not 


to ſay, that no other reaſon can be given for it but his perſonal intereſt, 
which engages him to ſet Greece i in a flame, that the Athenians may 
be leſs at leiſure to examine his conduct, particularly with regard to 


the public accounts, and be obliged chrough the neceſſity of affairs to 
commit themſelves to his management. Libels and ſatires are diſ- 


perſed againſt him with great boldneſs, and at theatrical tepreſentations 

he is reproached to his face in the vileſt accuſations and moſt ſcurri- 

| lous language. All theſe injuries he bears with admirable temper. 

Indeed ſuch is the natural incoriftancy and ampatience of the Athe- 

a that in caſe of any ſignal ill-ſucceſs, or inconvenience. from 
29: the 
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ETTER the: preſent meaſures; he will run the utnioft hazard of lo 
paw power and influence he now enjoys. It is beſides alledged with g Gt 
reaſon, that theſe diviſions in Greèce will give rea 
Perſia, which will never fail to enedurage them by playing off one 

ſide againſt the other, till both are reduced ſo low, that our mighty 
monarch may take ample revendie" for the battle of Salamis, and the 


ATHENTAN” LETTERS, 


fog d the 


glorious peace with CIMON. The friends of PzRICLES are not leſs 
induſtrious, iv juſtifying him; but I own; were I a Grecian, I ſhould 
nen lament theſe unhappy quarrels, of which no one can 
poſſibly ſee the conſequenoes; or rather, if they continue, che event 
cannot but be detrimental to the common intereſt of Greece. N 


. 


93 TERS 67h) 


1 art 3 illuſtrious 1 in . not upon the 


uncertain pleaſure of a mutinous and inconſtant people, but the will 


of a wiſe and beneficent prince, who meaſures the counſels of his 


ſervants, not by their ſucceſs, but their intrinſic goodneſs; and: whoſe 
prudent : conduct, inſpired by the great ORoMASDESs, is able to allay 
the rude clamours of faction, and ſuffers nothing to be heard through 
the wide empire, of Perſia, but the ſtill imall voice of peace and una- 
nimity. + 8 0% 11971] nutldaois 810 82 5.015 S 50] 


” ww 
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LETTER I. 


_ Crxanper to Firrias bis Brother, a Merchant at Epheſus. ; 


I HAVE akin in your packet a letter to Gonnras, hdd 

you muſt tranſmit to the ſatrap ARTAPHERNES, and at the ſame 
time excuſe my not writing to him upon account of the hurry I am 
in at preſent, which will not permit me to think of any thing, but 


the neceſſary buſineſs of my employment, till J am a little ſettled. 


t advantage to 


Our 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS 5 


Our voyage from Epheſus was very proſperous, and my qutiofity LE I ER 
incteaſed the nearer 'I drew to a city, which is renowned through tg 
world for the wiſdom of its laws, the many eminent perſons it hath 
produced, the magnificence of its buildings, and the ſtop it has ſo 
often put to the utmoſt efforts of the Perſian empire; ſo that it may 
properly enough be tiled the barrier of Greece. The entrance into 
the harbour of Piræus ſtrikes one with aſtoniſhment ; the vaſt 
number of ſhips, both for trade and war, which are continually 
lying there; the face of buſineſs which appears in the workmen at . 
the dock; and the crowds of merchants, and of naval officers, paſſing 
= every moment between the haven and the city, form a very grand 
and a very pleaſing ſpectacle to a ſtranger. One can no longer 
wonder, that a ſtate, where ſuch a ſpirit of induſtry and freedom 
prevails, though under the diſadvantage of a craggy, unfruitful, and 
narrow territory, ſhould eclipſe monarchies of fifty times its extent, 
where the labour of the people waſtes itſelf in cultivating the arts 
of luxury ; and the higheſt ambition amongſt them is, who ſhall be 
the meaneſt ſlave to the ſovereign. I have made choice of your old 
acquaintance and hoſt, PHILEMON, to be my patron ; he ſeems to 
be a true republican, and a man of great honour and probity. His 
advice will be of uſe to me, with regard to my behaviour here; 
and his knowledge and experience will greatly aſſiſt me in my in- 
quiries into the conſtitution and affairs of Athens. As this ſhip 
carries you letters from your correſpondents in this place, I ſhall 
add nothing of the news ſtirring here at preſent ; and only recom- 
mend it to you, to take care of the ſpeedy conveyance of my diſ- 
patches and remittances. In the midſt of that hurry of mercantile 4 
buſineſs, which renders you the greateſt merchant of the Perſian 
empire, and a more uſeful ſubje& to your king than the wealthieſt 
and proudeſt ſatrap, beſtow ſome moments in thinking of your bro- 
ther; who, though placed in a hazardous and important ſituation, 
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L E Te ER remote from his family and friends, will ever preſerve the tendereſt 
: regards for your welfare and proſperity. Whilſt I watch over the 
motions of Greece, and, like a ſentinel, foretel the approach of every 
danger to my country, do you perform a far greater ſervice to it, 
by exporting all thoſe coſtly vanities, and that oſtentatious mag- 
nificence, which have enervated the We poſterity of CYRUS. 
Adieu. 


From Athens. b VV! 
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L E T T E R III. 


CrEANDER 70 ARTAPHERNES, the Governor of Sardis 


s my family and myſelf have been always honoured with your 

protection, and as you firſt recommended me to the Perſian 

court for this employment ; there is no one who has a better right 

to be informed of the ſteps I take, and the intelligence I receive. 

' You may acquaint GokRVAS in your next letters, that war is at 

laſt declared between the two famous republics, Athens and Lace- 

dzmon. This ſtate, by the inſtigation of PERICLES, refuſed to 
admit a herald, who was ſent by ARCHIDAMUS, king of Sparta, to 

: offer the laſt terms upon which peace would be concluded. We 
expect every day to hear, that the army of the allies, which conſiſts 

of ſixty thouſand men, is in full march for the frontiers of Attica. 

A few days ago exact liſts of the land and naval forces of Athens 
were laid before an aſſembly of the people. The troops of various 
kinds deſigned for the land ſervice amount to 31,800 men; but their 
fleet, upon which they principally depend, may be eaſily completed 
to 300 galleys; with part of which they intend to guard their wn 
coaſt, and to ravage thoſe of their enemies; and with the reſt to 
raiſe contributions from their allies for the ſervice of the war. 
The 
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The generality of people here were very eager in promoting LE * E R 
Jock meaſures as had an immediate tendency to bring on a war; bu... 


they muſt ſoon begin to feel the 1 inconveniencies of one. PERICLES 


has declared, that they will never carry it on with any proſpect of 
ſucceſs, unleſs they rely entirely on their fleet; ſince their land army 
is not ſtrong enough to keep the field againſt the united force of 


Peloponneſus. He has farther told them, that they muſt abandon 


and lay waſte the country about Athens, in order to deprive the 


enemies of ſubſiſtence, during the time of their invaſion. In con- ; 
ſequence of his advice, the town is filling daily with vaſt numbers 
out of the country, who have deſtroyed their houſes, tranſported | 


their cattle and goods into the neighbouring iſlands, and are come to 


ſeek a lodging in the houſes of their friends and relations. But the 


greateſt part of the multitude muſt take up their quarters in the 
empty places of the city, and even in the temples. This removal, 


though complied with, is very inconvenient and diſagreeable to many 
families ; who, after having lived quietly in the country ever ſince 


the Perſian invaſion, and followed the innocent occupations of a 
rural life, are now obliged to leave their paternal ſeats and houſehold 
gods, and to exchange repoſe and peace, for arms, hurry, and 


fatigue. However, this meaſure, though it appears hard, is very 


neceſſary; for as there is no town in Attica, except Athens, large 
enough to receive the inhabitants of the country, they would, 


If they continued there, be. expoſed to the diſmal alternative of 
falling by the ſword of the enemy, or of ſeeing their poſſeſſions 


ruined, and themſelves made captives. PERICLES, like a wiſe 
ſtateſman, deſpiſes the murmurs of his opponents ; and well un- 


derſtanding where the true ſtrength of his country lies, is haſten- 


ing the equipment of a large ſquadron, which I hear is intended to 


lay waſte Peloponneſus, and oblige the allies, either to keep their 
forces at home for the defence of their coaſts, or retire out of the 


Athenian 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 
Athenian territories upon the firſt news of their own being invaded, 


and particularly at that of Mi NERVA, the patroneſs of Athens, for 
protection againſt the attempts of their enemies. But you know, 
noble ſatrap, that the great OROoMAsDEs vouchſafes not his aſſiſtance 


to thoſe who make the moſt coſtly oblations, but to thoſe who ad- 


dreſs him with the pureſt intentions. If this war has been under- 


taken in ſupport of the honour and independence of Athens, what 


can be a more proper ſtep than to appeal to the juſtice of providence ? 
But if it owes its riſe to motives of ambition, not of ſafety; of in- 
tereſt, not inj uries ; do not they deſerve the ſevereſt puniſhments, 
who call down the vengeance of their gods on others, whilſt them- 


ſelves are really the offenders? Ought not thoſe miſeries, to which 
they devote their neighbours, to fall with double — upon their 


own heads ? Adieu. | i P. 5 


LE Tri 
CLEANDER to Mzcanvzus, one F the ſeven Counſellors of State to 
the King f Perf a, and General of his Army. 


v letters to the Perſian miniſters have given early and faithful 
accounts of the opening of the preſent war, and the ſteps which 


have been hitherto taken by each party. But I know your penetrating 
eye is not contented with ſurveying the outward appearances of things; 


your curioſity invites you, and your ſagacity enables you, to ſearch 
into the moſt refined ſecrets of policy, to examine the conſtitutions of 
different ſtates, and, from the natural diſpoſitions of the people and 
the tempers of their rulers, to divine their future conduct. The 


reſult of theſe inquiries is applied to the honour of your maſter, and 


the ſervice of his people. I remember, when plenipotentiaries were 
ſent 


K 1 ' * — * : — p = : a — K . * D R S 4 , wp 7 
* W * 0 R R * N * 2 / * 3 n et fr AA 4 83 2 8 e W * N CP EIN CNA 
"7 4d 3 2 9 . ö og, ee 4 * Wan x 0 N 8 N oa Fer! 1 3 4 peri ” 9 2 . # * 4 25 1 * N 6 Wl dl RE 5g - * PRES x Se v5 72 N * 4 = 
pl Fre WE Ly A - EE A SS * W 8 8 8 # R 9 AP 12 5 28 MY * 92 N N 4 * * of e To , "30 gl n 0 ns AI th FAY 38 Ta — E £ ne was 2 Nr 
T 9 9 1 "oe 5 8 Ee PA S077 l * iin * . r 9 * 4 Is © AIR . > r i, 4.8 by 
e e , x he. i BE Baths R W 
1 4 | ＋ 8 5 ' 4 3 3 *. e Ms . r n "UE * 0 . P 
, * NN 1 * R . . 9 « 8 „ : . N . F 
f * - * — [2 SF. nt a © x 5 *. . 2 * * * 5 . a > 
2 4 N 5 WI - 
Th 4 C - 1 : 2 . : 1 k $ , * 
* . N ; 1 * . p 
= * - 
; : * * y £ 0 5 
— 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. pu 8 


— 


ſent to conclude that inglorious peace with Athens, after the vics LETTER 
tories of CIMON, you foretold, that if we would let the Greeks — 
alone, they would deſtroy themſelves. The prophecy is at laſt ful- 
filled; the chief ſtates of Greece, headed by Athens and Lacedze 
mon, have begun a war, which, according to all appearances, will 
be long, bloody, and active. Ambition and reſentment equally in- 
flame both parties: the Athenians contend for the preſervation of 
the authority they poſſeſs ; the Lacedzmonians for the recovery of 
” that which they formerly enjoyed. The naval force of the one will 
. for the preſent turn the ſcale of the war generally in their favour ; 
il the indefatigable induſtry of the other may, in a courſe of years, 
incline it to themſelves. The luxury and licentiouſneſs, which be- 
gin to corrupt the ancient ſimplicity of Athens, may in time. damp 
the efforts of her ambition; the patience and diſcipline of Lacedæ- 
mon will make amends * what they want in vivacity and addreſs. 
However fatal the effects of theſe civil diſcords may prove to Greece, 
Perſia has reaſon to rejoice at them; it will be her part to add per- 
petual fuel to the flame already kindled, with ſupplies of men and 
money to the weakeſt. Buy purſuing ſuch meaſures, the great king, 
from being contemned and ridiculed by every petty republic, will 
become courted and eſteemed by the greateſt. That reſpect, which 
in the times of THEMISTOCLES they would not have ſhewn to his 
ſacred perſon, they will now pay more obſequiouſly to the meaneſt 
of his ſatraps; and the Perſians, from being tiled barbarians, will 
be eſteemed by the party they aſſiſt as the deliverers of Greece. 


PERICLES is the great conductor of the war; but whether he 
promotes it through a regard for the intereſts of his country, or of 
himſelf, is uncertain. I have already mentioned the accuſations of 

his enemies, who attribute it wholly to motives of the latter ſort. 


J can only add, chat I am informed, that before my arrival, im- 
VO L. 1 . : C 
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peachments were brought againſt ſeveral of his friends, as PI DIAS, 


— As PAS IA, and ANAXAGORAS ; nor had he any reaſon to boaſt of 


ſucceſs in bringing them off. The ſtatuary was unjuſtly condemned; 
the lady's acquittal he procured by tears and earneſt ſupplications to 
her judges; ; and the philoſopher he was obliged to ſend out of the 
town. The oppoſite party, to harraſs him farther, obtained a de- 
eree, that he ſhould produce exact accounts of the public monies 
which had been laid out by his direction. Theſe circumſtances 
being put together, I think it not improbable, that he has fallen in 
with the diſpoſitions for war, in order to diſpel thoſe clouds of en- 
mity and malice, by finding his reſtleſs countrymen more import- 
ant occupations. But he will never let them manage it as they 
pleaſe ; and whilſt he continues in power, peace or war will be de- 
termined, not by the votes of a heatiſtrong multitude, but the calm 
_ reſolves of his own prudence and deep penetration. Such is the 

influence which his great abilities, particularly his maſterly talent of 5 

ſpeaking, give him, over a people the moſt difficult of all others to be 
controuled or contradicted. Another part of his conduct, which con- 
tributes not a little to eſtabliſh his authority, is, that every body knows, 
though the whole revenues of Athens have paſſed many years through 
his hands, he has ſpent them all in rendering his native country the 
envy and admiration of ſtrangers, by the magnificence of its build- 
ings, without improving in the leaſt his own paternal inheritance. 
Forgive, ſage MEGABYsUs, the length of this diſpatch, and at- 
tribute it to my deſire of obeying your commands with exactneſs. 
May you aways continue a ſupport and ſafeguard to the throne 
of your prince; may you no more experience the adverſities of 
fortune, and the fickleneſs of court favour ; but long enjoy without 
envy thoſe high offices and dignities, to which your paſt ſervices and 
- merits ſo juſtly entitle you. Adieu. 


From Athens. P. 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


L ET. E R v. 
CLEANDER to Hrpases, Jrft Chamberlain to the King f Perſia. 


T has eroved the moſt diſagreeable circumſtance of my employ- LE PT ER 


11 


ment, that I have not yet been able to write to my friends; who. 


I hope, do not imagine, that becauſe I have reſided a few months 


at Athens, I have quite forgotten the relation 1 bear to Perſia or 


that becauſe I am engaged in the offices of a political life, I there- 
fore intend to diſregard thoſe of the ſocial. To deal frankly with 


you, though you are a courtier, I thought it my duty to prefer buſineſs 
of a public nature, to amuſements of a private one; and to make my 


employment fit eaſy upon me by a little practice, before I turned 
my thoughts another way. And beſides, I was not inclined to ſend 


imperfect accounts of a nation, whilſt I was a ſtranger to it: ſuch 
a proceeding would have been diſingenuous and ridiculous. The 


firſt queſtion you would probably have me reſolve, is, what pe- 
culiar difference I find in the manners of Greece and Perſia; ; ſince 
cuſtom has placed as many marks of diſtinction in the civil manners 


of every nation, as Providence has diſplayed in the natural bodies of 


each individual. I will tell you, then, a Perſian would find nothing 
more ſurpriſing, than the unbounded freedom of action and con- 
verſation which reigns here. The counſels of the great king are 

impenetrable ; ; we diſcover nothing of them till they take effect; 


whilſt here every meaſure is. known long before it is put in exe- 


cution, and canvaſſed with as much liberty i in common converſation, 
as in the aſſemblies of the people. We approach our mighty mo- 
narch with poſtures of adoratjon, and addreſs him in language 
which is uſed to the Deity. At Athens the magiſtrates are diſtin- 


. authority. 


guiſhed more by * virulently abuſed, than by any mark of 


12 
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* ER authority. PERICLES himſelf is ſure to be the object aimed at 
—— by every one, who writes either ſcandalous libels to be diſperſed 


about the city, or performances deſigned for public repreſentation. 
The actors themſelves ſometimes appear upon the ſtage in maſks, 


which are made exactly to reſemble the face of the perſon ridiculed, 
The Perſian magnificence appears moſt at their entertainments the 
Athenian, at their ſolemn feſtivals. The Aſiatic feaſts are remark- 
able for the vaſt quantities of proviſions, the coſtlineſs of the prepa- 
rations, and the ſumptuous furniture; the chief recommendation 
of a Greek one is, the elegance and variety of the converſation, 


which induced an Athenian to make this obſervation ; & Our enter- 


« tainments not only pleaſe, when we give them, but the day 
« after,” The Aſiatic taſte and grandeur appear in the palaces of 
| their princes and ſatraps; the Grecian in the temples of their gods, 
and the public buildings. Not a nobleman in Perſia but ſhews his 
rank by the richneſs of his dreſs, and the number of his attendants; 
whereas here you cannot diſtinguiſh a citizen from a ſlave by his 
habit ; and the wealthieſt Athenian, the moſt conſiderable perſon in 
the city, is not aſhamed to go to market himſelf. In Perſia the eyes 


of all are turned toward the ſovereign, and they regulate their con- 


duct by his: in the free republics of Greece the people are king, 
and reſemble other monarchs in their bad qualities more than in 
their good ones; for they are fickle and imperious, ſevere and obſti- 
nate. I have in this letter juſt ſketched the great outlines, which 
mark the difference of manners between Greece and Afia: I may 


perhaps give the picture a few more- touches, if it appears that 


what I have already performed has afforded entertainment. I defire 


you would not fail to ſend me the chit-chat of the court, and the 
news ſtirring in the centre of the empire. Conſider, to a man em- 


ployed abroad, the moſt trifling occurrences, which turn his thoughts 
to his country and friends, are intereſting. I wiſh you length of days 
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in the poſt you at preſent poſſeſs, ſince you have gained the ear of L E wy ER 
your ſovereign without flattery, and can amuſe him, without liſten wm 
ing for materials to the idle ſtories of ſlanderers and tale-bearers. 
Farewell. 4 


From Athens. | © . P. 


LETTER VI. 


- Gopnyas, Chief Scribe to ARTAXERXES King / Perſia, t 
X CLEANDER at Athens. 


py diligence in ſending ſpeedy advices, a thy judgment 

in chooſing ſuch as are material and intereſting, have met 
with deſerved approbation at the Perſian court. Thy letters are 
ordered by the council to be depoſited in the archives of the 
empire; and the great ſovereign of the Eaſt himſelf has deigned to 
caſt a gracious eye on the labours of his ſervant, to expreſs the 
ſatisfaction they have given him, and to aſſure you of his royal 
favour; an honour, CLEANDER, which I know will inſpire thee 
with induftry, to undergo the difficulties of thy employment ; 
with reſolution, to confront the dangers of it; and with zeal to 
ſerve a prince, whoſe benign influence (like that of the radiant 
Mithras) extends\to every part of his empire, and makes itſelf felt 
by the meaneſt ſlave who approaches it. The contents of thy 
diſpatches afford pleaſure to every Perſian. ARIMAN1Us dooms the 
ſons of Greece to irreſiſtible perdition ; he inflames their minds with 
civil diſcord ; and turns the weapons, which were ſharpened againſt 
us, into their own boſoms. O may this accurſed being, the origin of 
ill, fatiated with the misfortunes that have befallen the kingdom of 
Cyrus, exert for the future his baneful power amongſt our enemies; 


and not only arm Greece againſt itſelf, but inſtil the venom of ſedition 
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and diſcontent into each particular ſtate! I ſee by your letters, that 


a conſiderable party in Athens are engaged in a warm oppoſition to 


the meaſures of PERICLES ; and no doubt the courſe of a long and 


expenſive. war will afford them. many opportunities to ruin his credit 


with the people. You cannot perform a more important ſervice, 


than by encouraging any project to diſtreſs him; for I wiſh no 
worſe to Athens, than that he may experience the fortune of THE“ 
MISTOCLES, and find like him that eſteem and kindneſs amongſt 
ſtrangers which his ungrateful countrymen refuſe him. However, 


all the inſtructions of this nature muſt be left to your own diſcretion, 
as you are upon the ſpot, and have better lights to conduct yourſelf 


by, than any you can receive from hence. Fail not to intermix your 


hiſtorical diſpatches with accounts of the conſtitutions of the dif- 


ferent governments of Greece, the diſpoſitions and cuſtoms of the 


people, and the characters of the ruling men. I foreſee, that the 


part we ſhall be obliged to take in their affairs will make ſuch in- - 


formations abſolutely neceſſary ; and bring us into a more familiar 


acquaintance with the nations amongſt whom you reſide. I dare ſay, 


thou always beareſt in mind the importance of the truſt repoſed in 


thee; and the ſubmiſſion and readineſs, with which it is thy duty to 
receive and execute the orders of the monarch of Aſia, whoſe power 


of rewarding his faithful ſervants is equalled 0 nothing, but ne 


bounty which he diſplays in doing it. 
From the court at Ecbatana, - a 
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LETTER VII. 


Hrpaspzs to CLEANDER. 


T ux curious a6 diſcerning eye, which dwells not upon ape 


ficial matters or common occurrences, but pries into the more. 
hidden ſprings of political meaſures and ſecret reaſons of ſtate, en- 


ables thee to be eminently ſerviceable to the miniſters of our mighty 
empire: and thou faileſt not to entertain thy friends with novelties 
relating to the conſtitution of thoſe republics, which are eſtabliſhed 


upon a plan of government ſo different from ours. But the more 


_ eagerly thy epiſtles are here received on theſe accounts, the greater 
difficulty doſt thou impoſe upon thy friends to find any thing worth 


ſending thee in return. As to what relates more particularly to thy 


_ Inſtructions, it belongs only to the ſecretaries and great counſellors 


of our awful monarch to correſpond with thee ; and any thing far- 
ther of the politics or intrigues of this court thou canſt not expect 


from them who are but rarely admitted into the cabinet. But 
ſince, as you obſerve, the moſt trivial concerns are in ſome ſort inte- 
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reſting to one in your circumſtances, from a place which he eſteems 


his home, I will write, if it be but upon trifles, that have nothing 
further to recommend them, than that they travel ſo far, and that 


they are ſent from the court of Ecbatana. The plague, which had 
cauſed ſo great a mortality in Perſia, and had long caſt a damp upon 
all the gaieties of our court, is nearly over in theſe parts. And 
though ſuch public calamities, while they laſt, or are juft freſh upon. 
the minds of men, tend naturally to occafion ſeriouſneſs, and to 


give the moſt careleſs a ſhort interval of ſober thinking, yet we too 
commonly find, that they are no ſooner removed, than the impreſ- 


hon of them begins to wear off; and thoſe who had of late but 
narrowly 
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narrowly eſcaped the danger, return only with a keener appetite to 


— their former pleaſures. And thus I may ſay it happens at this time; 


never was the court of Perſia more ſplendid ; never did extrava- 
gancies in dreſs and gallantry run higher. The faſhions indeed, 
which ſo univerſally prevail among us, we know, were of Median 
original, and had their riſe firſt in this place, before it became the 
metropolis of united kingdoms, and whilſt the Medes and Perſians 
were a ſeparate people. But though compared with the Perſian 
plainneſs in the reign of Cyrus, the Medes might then ſeem ad- 


vanced to the firſt pitch of luxury; yet poſterity have ſo well im- 


proved upon them, that old AsTYAGEsS himſelf, with his politeſt 
courtiers, would now make an awkward appearance at Ecbatana. We 


have here lately ſolemnized the nuptials of the great ſatrap of Bac- 


tria, ARASPES, with ARTAMINTA, daughter of the governor of 


| Sardis, who is eſteemed one of the firſt beauties of this court, and 
is a reigning favourite of the empreſs; and for the greater mag- 


' nificence, the ceremony was performed in the royal gardens. And 


as if the natural beauties of the place in this delightful ſeaſon had 
not been enough to have charmed every ſenſe, a pompous colonnade, 
of a ſtupendous height, was erected in the middle of a ſpacious 
lawn. Through this the company were conducted to a ſtately pavi- 
lion, that aſcended by ſeveral ſteps, covered over with a canopy of 


the richeſt embroidery of gold and ſilver, and a thicket of bloſſoming 


greens ſurrounded it *, when the embowering ſhades alone would for- 
merly have been hs upon any occaſion the moſt agreeable ſhelter 
from the noon-day heat. Upon a ſofa of ſtate, at the upper end, ſat 
the ſupreme monarch of the Eaſt; and on another his conſort byk him: 


* "By ye wv To dern au dpνον geg oY" a mw dd rdgun, 8 aal rid ent, G 
& TATA ETiprs eu GY purer MNX VE EVER GUTOLG TAPES GO, 


A de Inſt, A lib. viii. ed. Franc, P. 241. C. 
a little 
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a little lower the nuptial rites were edlebrited; ard the hwy 
ARASPES joined his hands with the beauteous ARTAMINTA. The 


other moſt diſtinguiſhed ſatraps ſtood about the throne, and the reſt 
of the gaudy retinue attended at an humbler diſtance below. The 
company afterwards adjourned into another part of the gardens, 
I ſhall 
not attempt to deſcribe the luxurious dainties that were ſerved up, 
neither ſhall I attempt to ſet: forth the ſumptuous finery of thoſe who 


where with equal ſplendor the nuptial feaſt was prepared. 
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adorned the nuptials; nor canſt thou take any pleaſure in hearing, 


that the youth of Perſia, upon whom depend our hopes of main- 


taining the monarchy of the world, ſhonld he * more exact in per- 


fuming their hair, curling it in ringlets, and enlivening their com- 
plexion with artificial waſhes, than the ſofteſt even of the female 


ſex. Amongſt thoſe who made the moſt gallant appearance, was 


the young OrRsAMEs, the ſon of Ax Tæus, preſident of the tri- 


bunal of juſtice, and a relation of ARTAMINTA. His dreſs indeed 
was extremely rich, and ſuitable to the occaſion ; but the unaffected 
graces of his perſon, which owe nothing to the diſguiſe of art, 


made him appear with a manly eaſe in every motion, that, as it 


turns our eſteem upon him, makes the effeminate airs of the reſt 
appear more ridiculous. He ſeems by nature and inclination to be 
formed to virtue, and has acquired all thoſe noble accompliſhments, 
for which the Perſian education was ſo famed of old: and with a 
laudable thirſt after knowledge and improvement, he deſires to ac- 
quaint himſelf with the arts, learning, and policy. of other countries. 


He is therefore ſetting out upon the tour of Egypt and Greece; and 
_ waited only for theſe nuptials to be over before he went. 


tisfy your curioſity and his own, he deſires by me to be recom- 
mended to you, having a deſign to correſpond with you from diſ- 


To ſa⸗- 


| * Xenoph. de Inſt, Cyri. lib. viii. Herod. lib. ix. 
> '& 3 | 


b” tant 
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LETTER tant parts, and will take pleaſure to be inſtructed by your letters in 


the manners and cuſtoms of Greece before he arrives there. But I 
muſt not omit to inform you how the grand ſolemnity ended: after 
the banquet was over, when the cool and pleaſant time of the even- 
ing came on, the artificial muſic, which had for a while given place 
to the ſweeter harmony of ten thouſand nightingales, that warble 
through thoſe groves, and whoſe notes upon this occaſion ſeemed 
inſpired with a more raviſhing melody, ſtruck up at once from all 
the various inſtruments of ſound in full concert. The company 
was then diſperſed through different walks, that all centered upon 
the pavilion, where the great monarch, his queen, with the other 
chief ſatraps, ſat to enjoy the ſweets of the evening. When the 
twilight had now given place to the darker ſhades of night, in 
an inftant the gloom was diſperſed, and it ſeemed as if a whole 
firmament of ſtars had ſhot up among the trees to renew at once 
their intermingled lights, and rival the blaze of day. The birds 
were awakened by the deceit, and began again their enchanting 
ſtrains more ſweetly than when the early beams of MiTHRas are 
firſt diſplayed from behind the curtains of the eaſt. The nuptial 

ns hymn compoſed by the Mage Try1amis was ſung by ſix comely 


youths, and as many blooming virgins clad in white, and the happy 
pair were conducted to the genial bed. 


From E | RD "Tis 
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b "LETTER VIII. 


A to Gonras, Chief Scribe to ARTAXERXES King 7 
. Perſia. 


1 RECEIVED thy diſpatch with due reverence ; 11 kiſſed the royal LETTER 


* ſignet, and bowed my head in token of ſubmiſſion to the com- 
mands of the ſovereign of the Eaſt, tranſmitted by his faithful mi- 
niſter. Thy commendations, illuſtrious ſeribe, are of more value in 


my ſight, than all the treaſures of Aſia; and I look upon the gracious 


acceptance which the mighty Ax TAxkRXES vouchſafes my ſervices, 
as a nobler reward, than if he beſtowed on me the moſt potent 
ſatrapy in the whole Perſian empire. Since my, laſt letters, . the war 


has been carried on with greater preparation than effect; and the 
blood yet ſpilt has rather ſerved to exaſperate both parties, than to 


cool the reſentments of either. 


: The army of the allies, commanded by Arcuianus king of 
Sparta, advanced to the frontiers of Attica, and laid fiege to Oenoe; 


but being repulſed in their attacks, they raiſed the ſiege, and advanced 
further into the country, till they came into an open town called 
Acharnz, not ſixty furlongs from Athens, where they encamped. 
The Athenians, irritated at the boldneſs of the enemy, and ſenſibly 
afflicted to ſee their poſſeſſions ruined and waſted in their light, 
earneſtly deſired to ſally out of their walls, and come to an engage- 
ment; but PERICLES, withſtanding both their preſſing deſires, and 


\ 


49 


VIII. 
n 


the ſevere railleries of his enemies, who reproached him with cow- 


ardice and ſtupidity, perſevered in declining ſo hazardous a meaſure; 
and, like a ſkilful pilate in a ſtorm, relied on his own ſuperior know- 


ledge and experience, without regarding the cries or menaces of the 
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LETT ER tant parts, 'a a and will take pleaſure to be inſtructed by your letters in 
tee manners and cuſtoms of Greece before he arrives there, But L 


muſt not omit to inform you how the grand ſolemnity. ended: after 
the banquet was over, when the cool and pleaſant time of the even- 
ing came on, the artificial muſic, which had for a while given place 
to the ſweeter harmony of ten thouſand nightingales, that warble 
through thoſe groves, and whoſe notes upon this occaſion ſeemed 
inſpired with a more raviſhing melody, ſtruck up at once from all 


the various inſtruments of ſound in full concert. The company 


was then diſperſed through different walks, that all centered upon 
the pavilion, where the great monarch, his. queen, with the other 
chief ſatraps, ſat to enjoy the ſweets of the evening. When the 


twilight had now given place to the darker ſhades of night, in 


an inſtant the gloom was diſperſed, and it ſeemed as if a whole 
firmament of ſtars had ſhot up among the trees to renew at once 
their intermingled lights, and rival the blaze of day. The birds 
were awakened by the deceit, and began again their enchanting 
ſtrains more ſweetly than when the early beams of MiTHRAs are 
firſt diſplayed from behind the curtains of the eaſt. The nuptial 
hymn compoſed by the Mage THIAMuls was ſung by fix comely 
youths, and as many blooming virgins clad in white, and the happy 


pair were conducted to the Senial bed. 


From Ecbatana. e 3 
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7 | LETTER VIII. 


CLEANDER 70 GOBRYAS, Chief Scribe to Azraxgizns King = 


Perſia. 35 


a 


4 


I RECEIVED thy diſpatch with due reverence; I kiſſed the royal LETTER 


ſignet, and bowed my head in token of ſubmiſſion to the com- 
mands of the ſovereign of the Eaſt, tranſmitted by his faithful mi- 
niſter. Thy commendations, illuſtrious ſcribe, are of more value in 
my ſight, than all the treaſures of Aſia; and I look upon the gracious 
acceptance which the mighty ARTAXERXES vouchſafes my ſervices, 
as a nobler reward, than if he beſtowed on me the moſt potent 
ſatrapy in the whole Perſian empire. Since my laſt letters, the war 


. 
— 


has been carried on with greater preparation than effect; and the 


blood yet ſpilt has rather ſerved to exaſperate both panes, than to 
cool the reſentments of either, 


The army of the 2s. commanded by ARCHIDAMUS king of 


Sparta, advanced to the frontiers of Attica, and laid fiege to Oenoe ; 3 


but being repulſed in their attacks, they raiſed the ſiege, and advanced 


further into the country, till they came into an open town called 


Acharnæ, not ſixty furlongs from Athens, where they encamped. 
The Athenians, irritated at the boldneſs of the enemy, and ſenſibly 
afflicted to ſee their poſſeſſions ruined and waſted in their ſight, 


carneſtly deſired to fally out of their walls, and come to an engage- 


ment; but PeRICLEs, withſtanding both their preſſing deſires, and 
the ſevere railleries of his enemies, who reproached him with cow- 
ardice and ſtupidity, perſevered in declining ſo hazardous a meaſure; 
and, like a ſkilful pilate in a ſtorm, relied on his own ſuperior know- 
ledge and experience, without regarding the cries or menaces of the 
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ignorant paſſengers. Indeed it is ſurpriſing, that a fingle man mould 
not only have authority enough to oppoſe the unanimous opinion f 


a headſtrong and mutinous people, in whoſe hands the ſupreme 


government 1s lodged ; ; but even to hinder any aſſembly from being 0 


called, leſt in the preſent heat ſome raſh reſolution might be taken. 


However, to keep up their ſpirits, and divert the ſtrength of the 


enemy, he ſent out a ſquadron of an hundred gallies with troops on 
board, who made deſcents, and ravaged the ſea- coaſts of Pelopon- 
neſus and Laconia; which obliged the allies, after having conſumed 
their proviſions, to decamp and return home. The Athenians, as 
ſoon as they were retired, ſet apart a thouſand talents, and an hun- 


dred gallies for their defence againſt an invaſion by ſea; and made i it 


capital for any one who ſhould move to have them applied to any 


other uſe. Thou wilt have a complete ſurvey of the theatre of the 


war, when I tell thee that it extends as far as Thrace, where the 
Athenians are now beſieging Potidza, which, at the inſtigations of 
the Corinthians (their founders) and the Lacedzmonians, revolted 
from them, along with Chalcis and Botiza, and were aſſiſted by 


PER DIC AS king of Macedon. I juſt now learned, that he is 


reconciled to this ſtate by the mediation of SITALCES, a Thracian | 
prince; and has engaged to join with Pn ORMIO, the Athenian ge 


neral, * the Chalcideans. 


As no action of importance has yet happened, I will not tire thy 


patience with tedious relations of every ſkirmiſh and trifling event. 
It will be more uſeful to let thee into the reaſons of PERICLEs's 


conduct, which may appear to deſerve the name of timidity rather 


than of prudence; but he wiſely conſidered the extreme hazard of 


7 | facing an enemy in the field, whoſe troaps were ſuperior both i in 


number and goodneſs to the Athenian; that a defeat would abſo- 


lutely ruin their affairs, and chat a victory would not balance, in its 


advantages, 


) 
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would be thrown away, and their attention drawn off from their 


nayal ſtrength to the land 1 N gs Aram 1 * 


on cultivating the former. 


4 


The head of the panty: in ebe to him is cron, the fon of 45 
a  currier, a perſon of an aſſuming and violent temper ; rather formed | 


to diſturb than ſerve his country; ; and with talents to make him a 


popular demagogue, but not a ſtateſman. PRRICLES has no great 
reaſon to apprehend the weak attempts of a CL RON, when his power 


and influence over the Athenians has been ſufficient to baniſh CI MON 


ae the peril chat attended it; ſince Peloponneſus could eaſily LE 2.43 ER 
have recruited the conquered army ; whilſt the lives of his citizens — — 


13 


and THUCYDIDES, men of real abilities and integrity: the name of 


the former can never be forgotten in Perſia as long as it continues 


an empire. I am grieved to hear, that Aſia, when it has ſcarcely 
recovered the miſerable effects of war, is depopulated by a devourin 5 


peſtilence, whoſe Tavages are equally fatal, but more extenſive; and 
whoſe contagion is alike dangerous to the cottage of the labourer and 
the palace of the prince. O may theſe puniſhments of the gods, 
which never come undeſerved, help us to throw off our luxurious 
and diſſolute manners, and to reſume the maſculine virtues and ſim- 
plicity of the old Perſians; ſince ſo extenſive an inheritance, as the 
empire they tranſmitted to us, can never be preſerved but by the 
ſame arts that raiſed it! Excuſe my freedom, worthy miniſter, and 


remember it is the en * I can . thee of ht ene 


From Athens. e e ee 
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LETTER IX. 


i. p 


15 the, Merchant. to ae at Athens. 


LE 5. T ER r: any thing, my deareſt indie could add to the bn of hear- c 


ing that you were ſafely arrived at Athens, it was, that you ſeem 
ſo ſenſible of the advantages accruing to a nation from an extended 
commerce: and indeed the ſtriking impreſſion which the bare view 


of a crowded port affords, is ocular demonſtration, and an argument | 


of the moſt convincing kind. I wiſh either your ſpeculative or my 


experimental knowledge may perſuade the Perſian miniſtry, that 
nothing tends ſo much as trade to the circulation of induſtry, wealth, 


and happineſs through a people ; that it becomes a common tie to 
connect the diſtant parts of the moſt extended empire; and that, like 


veins in the natural body, it conveys life, warmth, and health, over 


the political. I found myſelf much inclined to fall into a train of 


| reflections of this nature in Aa Journey, p artly 1 nab. 4 22 


of pleaſure, which I took lately to Ecbatana; and Iwill communicate 


”” you the refult of them. Three circumſtances, I am perſuaded, 


contribute to render the fine ſituation of Perſia for commerce almoſt 


uſeleſs: one is, that in all their great naval preparations againſt the 
Greeks, they have conſtantly furniſhed themſelves with ſhips and 
ſeamen from Phcenicia, Cyprus, and Cilicia, inſtead of encouraging 


their natural ſubjeQs to imitate the trading nations who are tributary | 


to them, on whom the marine of the empire at preſent entirely de- 
pends. Another obſtacle to trade ariſes from the late treaty with 
Athens, by one article of which it is agreed, That no Perſian veſſel 


* ſhall enter the ſeas, which extend from the Pontus Euxinus to the 


« coaſts of Pamphilia ; and that no Perſian troops ſhall come within 


=. three 
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three ay march of thoſe ſeas.” / A third ett which is LETTER | 
the moſt ſurpriſing of all, is, that they have contrived cataracts on — 
| the Tygris and Euphrates, to break the regular courſe of the ſtream, 
aud to make the navigation of thoſe rivers difficult. I mention this ME 
inſtance from my own obſervation, as it ſhews not only their utter 
inattention to improve their natural advantages, but, what is much 
worſe, a ſtupid obſtinacy to oppoſe the means with which bountiful 
nature has ſupplied them to facilitate the carriage of their manufac- 
tures and inland commerce. They pretend that theſe cataraQts pre- 
vent the nee of enemies, who might ende: . 
them by coming up theſe great rivers: but I think this apprehenſion | 
as vain as the precaution is abſurd ;' for a naval force joined to the 
numerous land army which they keep up, would eafily defeat any 
ſuch attempts. Since my abode at Ecbatana, I have frequently re- 
preſented to the miniſters the advantages which muſt ariſe to the 
empire from deſtroying them, and I hope not quite ineffeQually. I | A 
aſſure you, I am much pleaſed to take this opportunity of falling into - ; 
my old train of thought; for I have lately led the life of a courtier 4 
rather than a merchant, to which the pleaſures of the place have not 
a little invited me. The recommendations with which the governor 
of Sardis honoured me, and the friends you have here, contribute 
more to my good reception, than any merit of my own. I dare 
ſay your curioſity will expect ſome account of the city where Iam; 
I ſhall heroes endeavour to gratify it. 


You need not be 1 that mas | 1s the metropolis of Me- 
dia, and was anciently the ſeat of the Median, as it is now of the 
Perſian, monarchs. It is ſituated on a riſing ground, not far from 
Mount Orontes, in a country called, for its peculiar Wimmel, 85 
« the . of Perſia,” 


The 


A ATHENIAN, LETTERS. 
* ER The city is omnntladd within an encloſure of ſeven walls, gra- "4 
— Al riſing one above another. The palace and the treaſury are 
built within the innermoſt circle of the ſeven, which is diſtinguiſhed _ 
from the reſt by the embelliſhment of a gold colouring. + Ecbatana 
has the advantage of being ſurrounded by ſpacious plains, parti- 
cularly thoſe of Nyſa, where the royal ſtuds of fifty thouſand horſes 
are kept. Theſe plains are bounded on one fide by Mount Orontes, 
| on the other by a large foreſt, amidſt whoſe lofty: trees ariſe the 
on” | country-ſeats of the Perſian nobility. I. ſhould tire thee with de- 

. ſeribing the ſolemnity of an audience of the great king; ; the mag- 
nificence with which he entertains the princes of the blood and the 
great ſatraps, and the pomp of his attendance, when he appears 
abroad: beſides, I forget that you are no ſtranger to the ſplendor 

of the Aſian court. As ſoon as it removes to Suſa, its winter reſi- 
dence, I ſhall return to my old ſcene of life at Epheſus ; uncorrupted, 
I hope, by the pleaſures of the place, and I am ſure not infected with 
1 5 the leaſt tincture of a courtier's inſincerity, when 1 aſſure you of my 
warmeſt affections. Adieu. 


From Ecbatana. e 85 te 


855 LK 
OxsAMES to CLEAN DER. 


1 the chamberlain having informed thee of my inten- 
11 tions to correſpond with thee during my travels, thou wilt not 
therefore be ſurpriſed at receiving a letter from this place. And 
truly, though I am a ſtranger to thy perſon, yet the reputation thou 
beareſt here, not only for an — capacity in buſineſs of the 

greateſt 
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greateſt weight and importance, but for a genius of the moſt d LE =P ER 


caſt and extenſive compals, may. well fave me the trouble of any 


apology for thus beginning an epiſtolary intercourſe. I have that 


eſteem for every man of diſtinguiſhed parts and an improved under- 
5 ſtanding, that I would find ſome way of recommending myſelf to 
ſuch a perſon, though he were in the moſt diſtant corners of the earth *. 
The city I am now at, which roſe upon the 'ruins of the ancient 


Nineveh, and was deſigned as much to eclipſe that famed ſeat of the 
old Aſſyrian empire, as the glory and power of its founder did that 


of Ninus, would have engaged me to have come hither by choice, 
had it not lain ſo direct in the tour of my travels, eſpecially at a 


time when the court being abſent, I can more leiſurely take a ſurvey 


of its admirable curioſities. But Babylon need not be particularly 
deſcribed. to thee, who haſt been perſonally thyſelf in moſt of the 
noble. metropolis's of this empire, among which the monarch of the 
world is pleaſed to divide his time. Never ſure was any city built 
upon a more regular and magnificent plan; never was any better 


contrived for the healthfulneſs of its numerous inhabitants ; ſo ſpa- 


cious are the ſtreets, ſo large the outlets for gardens and walks of plea- 


ſure in the midſt of every ſquare of building ; : beſides which, the 
| houſes ſtand ſo far aſunder, that one cannot in this city complain of 


living more cloſely, or of breathing a leſs pure air, than if one were 


placed in the midſt of the country; ſo truly does Babylon reconcile 


the two contrarieties of a town and a rural ſituation; and thoſe vaſt 
plains, which were left unbuilt by the Aſſyrian bing; are, to ſpeak 


literally, a wide country, with champain, corn fields, and paſture, 
all encloſed within walls and fortreſſes. By the civility of ART ABA - 


2Zus the governor, I was ſhewn the vaſt extent of this city in the moſt 


convenient manner upon the walls; and for the greater eaſe, we made 


8 


* Herod. lib. i. c. 106. Ibid, c. 178. | 
. FE. a journey 
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x 2 journey of two days in going round it. Could human firength | 
have reſiſted the decrees of deſtiny, or of that over-ruling power, | 


| which governs the world, and had ordained for Cyzvs the eſtabliſh- | 
ment of a glorious empire, it might have been thought, that this place 
of all others was impregnable, defended with gates of braſs, and en- 
compaſſed with theſe ſtupendous walls. But that which the Aſſyrian 
thought would complete the glory of his mighty works; expoſed 
the city to be taken; and thoſe impaſſable moraſſes, which have 
overflooded the plains of Babylon, and ſpread over an unmeaſurable 
tract of land, ſince the mounds of Pallacopas were blown up, upon 


Cyxus's turning the river into it, are a laſting monument of vain 

expence, deſigned to perpetuate his memory. It is reported that after 

NABUCHODROSOR had finiſhed theſe magnificent works *, he fore- 

ſaw, to mortify his pride, and foretold by a prophetic ſpirit, that 
Babylon would be taken. The famous prophecy he uttered upon 

the occaſion was written by the prieſts of Belus, and found long 

ſince in the archives of their temple f. That famous ſtructure was 

much damaged by XERxES, and ftript of the rich ſtatues of the 

Aſſyrian gods, and the ſacred utenſils; but the walls and towers are 

left ſtanding, though not yet._repaired, as was intended. My curi- 

ofity led me up one fine afternoon to the top of it; and it was with 

infinite ſurprize and pleaſure I ſurveyed, in the aſcent, the ſcene 

< that preſented itſelf below. As far as the eye could reach, appeared 
the moſt regular diverſity of pomp and magnificence. Here a vaſt 

expanſe of palaces and ſtately buildings ſeemed to cover the whole | 
plain beneath, and to terminate the wide horizon, except where the 
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diſtant 
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diſtant waters. ; of the great moraſs were juſt diſcernible by the re- L os” 2 R = 
flection of the rays of the declining ſun. Below me lay the remain... 
of the ancient palace, which takes up four miles i in circumference ; 
and facing it, on the weſtern banks of the river that ſuperb new one, 
which exceeds all deſcription, and ſtands upon twice the compaſs of 
ground with the former. There role the gardens of Auris, which 
ſeem to hang pendulous. in air; nor does the ſtrength of thoſe 
arches (ſuch is the exquiſite contrivance of the work) appear as any 
ſupport to the terraces and foreſts of the largeſt trees that are mounted 
above them. By the time we had reached the utmoſt ſummit, the 
cheerful glow of the ſetting ſun began to grow fainter in the weſtern 
clouds; but as the glorious proſpect vaniſhed underneath, from the 
diſtance and the duſk of the evening, another more beautiful broke 1 
out above in thoſe myriads of twinkling lights, which diverſify the og 
heavens, in the abſence of the radiant Mir HRAS. We were then ET 
got up to the obſervatory, and found the ſages in aſtronomy begin- | F 
ning their curious contemplations. They very courteouſly marked 2 MES 
out to me a ſcheme of the heavens in the heavens themſelves. *Tis | 
theirs to number the ſtars, and know them diſtinctiy by their names 3 
to obſerve when they riſe and ſet, and to reduce their greateſt wan- 
derings to fixed and certain rules. Thus raiſed as it were betwixt 2 
earth and heaven, above the noiſe and tumult of human affairs, 1 = W 
fancied myſelf in the neighbourhood of the celeſtial bodies, con- W 
verſing with them, as they moved through the ſerene æther in their 4 
ſilent courſes. How noble and ſtupendous beyond all the maſter- 
pieces of art did nature then appear ! how immenſe and aſtoniſhing ! 
how boundleſs and infinite! The thoughts that then ſwelled in my 
breaſt, are too big for utterance ; I was dumb with rapture and OG „ 
amazement ; I fell on my face and adored the everlaſting Oro- 
MAS DU Es. When compared with theſe his works, how mean are 
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convince thee) are the uppermoſt in my mind. 
gaveſt me in charge, applied myſelf of late to the ſurveying of this 
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this moſt ſplendid glories of the Perſian empire ! bibs kittle and con- | - 
temptible! they flatten—they 6 ſhrink | into nothing? 3 


From YO e | | L. 


"LETTER RH 


CLEANDER to OTANEs, Superintendant of the Royal Palaces, We”: 


s ſoon as I am at leiſure to turn my thoughts to any other con- 


1 1 o 
$5. 
Þ - 
* 
. *. 


cerns than thoſe of the great king, thine (as this may ſerve to 


I have, as thou 


renowned city, which is divided into two parts, the upper and lower. 
The upper, which is the more ancient, and was formerly the whole 
of it, is, in its preſent grandeur, almoſt entirely occupied by the 


public buildings, ſuch as the citadel, the temples of the gods, and | 


the courts of judicature : the lower, which is guarded by a fort called 


Munychia, is laid out in an infinite number of ſtreets, and commu- 
nicates with the two havens, the Pirzus and Phalereus, by two walls 
of moſt amazing ſtrength, and more than forty ſtadiums long; theſe 


and the citadel were built partly by CiMoN, and partly by THERMI- 
STOCLES. 


Some here ſcruple not to ſay, that the circumference of 
the whole is more than a day's journey, and even thoſe who are 
moſt moderate affirm it to be above five paraſangs ; and doubt- 


leſs, if one were to form a judgment of the ſtrength and power of 


the Athenians from the ſtate and magnificence of this metropolis, it 
would ſurpaſs all that has been reported of them. 
it would ſeem incredible, that the capital of a people, whoſe domi- 

nions excred not in extent thoſe of many an a inferior fatrap in the 


. 


For to a Perſian 


— 
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ſhining court; ſhould equal in bees mach : the moſt 


ſumptuous of thoſe where the lord of Aſia deigns to reſide. For- 
the ornamental parts, it is chiefly indebted to the care and genius op 


PERICLES; who, with a ſoul graſping at and capable of executing 


all things, thought it not enough. to aggrandize the ſtate, except he 


| ſhould at the ſame time adorn it equally; not content to make it the 
moſt powerful, he reſolved alſo to make it the moſt beautiful city in 


Greece. By the encouragement and large rewards which he offered, 
he drew together the moſt celebrated artiſts in each kind from all parts 
of the world: their numbers ſoon inſpired them with an emulation 
of excelling each other; and where all were excellent, it was to loſe 


reputation to produce any thing that was not perfect in its kind. 


: Hence it is, potent lord, that it exceeds all power of words to ex- 


> Bi 
LETTER 


3 


preſs, or imagination to conceive, the beauties that are diſplayed in 


ſome of their principal buildings. Thoſe dedicated to the gods eſpe- 
cially might ſeem not unworthy of immortal natures; there is a gran- 
deur, as well as a ſimplicity, which raviſhes one at the firſt ſight; 
they are all of them finiſhed upon the moſt exquiſite models; not 
blazing indeed with gold or precious ſtones, but poliſhed with a care 
and delicacy, that would give value to the meaneſt materials, and 
that ſurpaſſes the brighteſt glow and the moſt diverſiſied irradiations 
of colour. That temple in particular, which is called the PA R- 
THENON, and dedicated to MINERVA, the guardian and protectreſs 


of ATHENS, as it is the largeſt, ſo it is the moſt complete; its 


length is an hundred and fifty cubits, and the breadth about ſixty- 


five: the outſide adorned with a beautiful colonnade, which ſerves 
to ſupport the bold projections of a moſt curious entablature. On 
entering and ſurveying the inſide, I found myſelf delighted and ſur- - 


priſed, without knowing the particular cauſe ; till, on further con- 
ſideration, I perceived that this was owing to the exact ſymmetry 
and happy adj uſtments of 


each part. . 1 was convinced, that the 
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ohapontivns obſerved, in this were the trueſt and moſt natural that. 


— can be; and will, if 1 foreſee. aright, be a pattern for imitation 
to all ſucceeding times. There is, there muſt be, ſomething fixed 


and rational in this, as well as all other objects of the mind, Why |. 
elſe do the ſtupendous works of Babylon, and the ſo celebrated 


temple of DANA, which my native Epheſus boaſts, though they = 


amaze and awe, yet fail of, pleaſing us? And whence is it that, 


though none but the moſt conſummate artiſt is capable of deſigning- . 


what is truly great and majeſtic, yet all admire and approve what is 
ſo, when finiſhed? Happy PERNICI ES, whoſe name ſhall live, not 
in theſe auguſt buildings only, but in all which deſerve the admi- 


ration of mankind to. the lateſt poſterity !_ It was from a ſenſe of ' © 


this, that he ſilenced the clamours of his enemies, and put a ſtop to 


the complaints of his fellow-citizens, in relation to the great charge 
of theſe edifices. He offered to pay the expence of all: that was 
done, on condition that he might have the reputation of deſigning 
and raiſing ſo many illuſtrious monuments. Beſides this, the moſt 
remarkable temples are thoſe dedicated to NEPTUNE, to CASTOR 
and PoLLUx, and THESEUS ; nor can it fail to give every Perſian 


: the ſame pleaſure it did me, when he ſhall know, that another of 
their moſt ſtately buildings, the Odeum or muſic theatre, is built 


that way; and yet this ſo excellent a maſter has lately, out of ſpite. 


after the model of that pavilion which ſhades the ſacred head of the 
moſt powerful monarch in the univerſe. It would be endleſs to 
recount the other buildings, which riſe on all ſides around me; nor 
will I attempt at preſent to deſcribe the fine paintings, or enumerate 
the beautiful ſtatues,” which people, as it were, every corner of: the 
city. Theſe are all done under the direction, and moſt of them by 


the hand of PHIDIAsãs, an artiſt ſo extraordinary, as to be worthy the 
encouragement of our great monarch, and who, when ſupported by 


his munificence, might exceed all that the world has ever ſeen in 


to 
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to PrxiclEs nis patron, been caſt into priſon, ws is fullcred: t to LETTER | 
languiſh there in daily expectation of death. Such is the reward of 


all his labours from an ungrateful city! Thou art happy, OrANxs, 


in ſerving a maſter who will not value thee leſs becauſe thou de- 
ſerveſt to be valued more. Let it be thy ambition to render thoſe 


ſplendid apartments, committed to thy care, worthy of their royal 
gueſt ; and if the Athenians ſcruple not to imitate the Aſiatie barba- 


rians (as they inſolently call us) in one of their buildings, nor do 
thou diſdain to tranſcribe other excellencies from them. 'Bluſh not 


to copy after maſters, whoſe natural bent and genius lie towards 
theſe arts; who, deſpiſing all uſeleſs oftentation, and laughing at the 
cumbrous unformed buildings of the Eaſt, have firſt ſhewed the 
world, © that convenience is not incompatible with ſtate, nor true 
8 magnificence deſtitute of real uſe.” Adieu! 


From Athens. CO I OD R. 


E TER „ 


CLEANDER to MzGABYZUs, one of the Gwen Counſellors of State an 


the King of Verlia. 


FF was no + chalets part of the ir inftruQions which thou 
gaveſt me, before my. voyage to this city, that I ſhould write you 


a particular account of every remarkable cuſtom, as well as extraor- 
dinary incident that occurred during my abode here. I know how 
much thou grieveſt in ſecret for the degeneracy of Perſia ; and thy 


_ deſign in requiring this intelligence, with a view to the i imp 5 


ment of our own country by remarks on the manners of others, is 
agreeable to the wiſdom of thy miniſtry, and the greatneſs of thy 


ſoul. A deſign voy glorious, and praiſe-worthy ! in compariſon. 
OT whereof, 5 
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whereof, the hiſtory of the vaſt armies and 1 ravages of XERXES may 7 
be conſidered as the chaff before the wind, and which will n 1 
the name of MEGABYZUS to the lateſt poſterity. 


The Athenians have 1 law mon them, which enjoins that all 


thoſe who die fighting in the cauſe of their country, ſhall at the end 


of every campaign be buried at the public charge, and their children 
maintained by the ſtate till. they arrive at the age of manhood. The 


firſt year of the war is now over, and the winter ſeaſon is advanced 


upon us. Accordingly, the ceremonies thus inſtituted were per- 


formed a few days ſince; and I had the pleaſure of ſeeing every part of 


them. To tell thee my opinion freely, I never was ſo much delighted 
with the pomp and ſplendor of the court of Suſa, as with the honeſt 


plainneſs of theſe republican ſolemnities. The whole was conducted 
after this manner. N 9 5 Sg 


About three days before the funeral, the bones of the lain were 
placed in a tent raiſed on purpoſe, ſo that every perſon might have an 


opportunity to frequent them, and pay them the laſt tribute of a tear. 
All ſorts of odoriferous herbs and flowers were ſtrewed, around the 
tent; and each man brought ſome in his hand, that he might con- 
ſecrate them to the manes of his favourite friend. On the fourth 


day a coffin of cypreſs was ſent from every tribe, to carry off the 
bones of their own members. After which went an empty covered 
hearſe, in memory of thoſe who could not be found. The proceſſion 
was carried on with a peculiar decency of ſorrow, while great num- 
bers of inhabitants, both ſtrangers and citizens, aſſiſted in the train 
of mourners. The parents of the deceaſed attended at the ſepulchre 
to weep. No eye could refrain from tears; and the melancholy 
diſtreſs which appeared in the faces of all alike, ſeemed but a true copy 
of the ſentiments of all. The bones were accompanied in this man- 

8 ner 
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Fl 
der to ak public place of burial, (which 3 Is ftuared 4 in a pleaſant fo LE * TER 


without the city, called CxRamicvs,) and committed to the ground. — 


The monument erected to the valour of theſe citizens was adorned 
with pillars, trophies, and inſcriptions, ſuch as are uſual about the 


tombs of the moſt honourable perſons. The ceremony was concluded 
with one ſpeech in praiſe of them all, and PERICLEs was the orator 


to whom that taſk was aſſigned. It is impoſſible for any man, who 


has not heard him, to conceive the ſtrength and ſolidity of his thoughts, | 
the grace and dignity of his action, the. elegance and ſimplicity of 


his dition. . For my own part, I was enchanted with the power 
of his eloquence. His countrymen ſay of him very juſtly, chat he ha- 
rangues in an imperial ſtrain. Hence they have given him the ſirname 
of OLyYMPUs, intimating, probably, that, like their god JoeITER, 
he thunders when he ſpeaks. To this I may add, that the melody 
of his voice, the air of his countenance, the very manner of his 
dreſs, has ſomething of an engaging and commanding gravity, Which 
at once charms and aſtoniſhes his audience. 


The main ſcope of his "MEA was to animate che living with 
reſolution, by commending the courage of the dead; to infuſe a 


ſpirit of patriotiſm into the minds of his fellow-citizens, by celebrating 


that principle of action, which incites the valiant to battle. He told 
them, that ſuch men, though they failed in their attempt, were not 
wanting in glory to themſelves or their country; that they would 
for ever receive, inſtead of their lives, an immortal monument of 


praiſe. (not ſo much that wherein their bodies are now laid, as a 
more illuſtrious one in the memory of future ages). For to men of 
fame, all the earth is a ſepulchre, and reſpect ſhall be paid to their 


virtue, not only by inſcriptions and trophies at home; but by un- 


written records of the heart in all nations of the world, which, 28 


chan any kind of periſhable monument, wil remain to eternity. 
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LE Ly T BY imitation, therefore, of theſe men, continued he, and placing how 

— pineſs in liberty, and liberty in valour, be forward to encounter the. 

dangers of war. He ſet before them the reputation of dying wih 

their ſwords in their hands, for a commonwealth ſo renowned and 

ſo noble as that of Athens. In diſplaying the extent and greatneſs 

of its dominion, he took occaſion to flatter the people, in aſeribing 

it chiefly to the prudence of their conduct, the ſtrictneſs of their dif- 

eipline, and the bravery of their arms. He extolled the freedom 

and independency of their conſtitution; that they were all governed 

by the law, whoſe prote&ion was equally extended to the poor and 

the rich, to the weak as well as powerful; that the merit and induſtry. 

of every citizen made his way to preferment, without any perſonal 

diſtinction whatſoever; in ſhort, that Where the rewards of virtue 

are the greateſt, there live the greateſt men. He cloſed his ſpeech 

with a particular addreſs to the different ages and ſexes of thoſe who | 
heard him, and diſmiſſed the multitude. ID 


As ſoon as 0 had deſcended from the roſtra, the people 
followed him to his houſe with loud acclamations of joy; and the 
ſenſe of every man's ſorrow for the loſs of his relations was changed 
into the higheſt encomiums on their happineſs and fame. The merits 
of the deceaſed were drawn in the moſt lively colours by the partial 
imaginations of friends, Even thoſe who, had been their competitors 
in the poſts of glory, and had envied their reputation while living, 
now honour them with affection when dead. Each man ſeems 

ſtudious of ſerving the widows and orphans of thoſe he loved ; 
and the ſtate of Athens, with the tenderneſs of a kind parent, is ex- 
preſſing thoſe ſentiments. of gratitude to the offspring of her brave 
defenders, which ſhe cannot expreſs to themſelyes ; a cuſtom ſo juſt 
and laudable, ſo conſiſtent with the wiſeſt maxims of good. policy, 
that it muſt be left to your judgment to determine, if the conſti- 
| 7 tution 
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tution of Perſia f is not in ſome 900 defective for the want of it. LE 3 
Pardon the vehemence of the expreſſion; but this J will venture to 
affirm, that nothing can tend, in a ſtronger manner, to animate the 1 
ſoft and degenerate troops of Aſia to emulate the valour of their ge- 
nerous anceſtors, than rewards and encouragements of the ſame | 
nature, propoſed to military virtue. Herein then let us imitate the 
republic of Athens, and be in no wiſe aſhamed to learn uſeful 
improvements from the warmeſt of our foes. I would aſk only one 
queſtion ; Can any man, who ſhall chance to fall a victim to his 
enemies in the heat of battle, and conſiders, in his laſt and departing = 
-moments, that his obſequies ſhall be honourably performed at the 
charge of his fellow-citizens, that his friends ſhall pay reſpect to his 
memory by their praiſe, that his children ſhall be educated by the 
care and prudence of the public; can ſuch a man heſitate one mo- 
ment, whether he hath done rightly in forfeiting his life, however . 
Precious, to the fame of his own character, to the ſervice of his own OR 5 
to the general and laſting benefit of his Leommeyit - EE © : Wo 


This is a cuſtom, 0 thou ſage Mo BYZU 3; which, if ever it Fu 
practiſed among us, will eftabliſh the throne of our mighty maſter, 
not on the frail and unſtable foundations of pomp and luxury, of 
force and power, of diſſimulation and craft ; but on the popularity of 
the prince, and the induſtry and affection of his ſubjects; foundations 
of the regal authority ſo great and ſo noble, that the king, who would 
add weight to his ſceptre, muſt reign by them, or govern againſt the 
happineſs of his people, againſt the very rule, the EARS end of his 
government, Adieu. 5 


From Athens. | : „ | ©: 
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Greece; and now the ſeaſon of action is over, I find more leiſure to 


CueanDen to Gopryas, Chief Scribe to ARTAXERXES King 7 
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Perſi Ia. 


1 FORGOT not, ſage miniſter, the directions 00 gaveſt me, to fend 
accounts of the conſtitutions of the different governments in 


proſecute ſuch uſeful enquiries. I intend in this letter to lay before 


thee a deſcription of the conſtitution of Athens, reducing it to a com- 


paſs conſiſtent, I * with accuracy, as well as entertainment. 


Sor ox, their great legiſlator, formed their government chiefly on 
a popular plan; though from ſeveral inſtitutions of his it appears, 


that he deſigned to moderate the inconſtancy and violence of a de- 
mocracy, by introducing a proper mixture of the ariſtocratical form. 


The firſt appointed, that none but thoſe who had a certain revenue 
ſhould be candidates for the great magiſtracies of the ſtate. The 


people, indeed, ſince the Perſian invaſion, have had influence 
enough to increaſe their power, by getting rid of this incumbrance 


upon. the ambition of the poorer ſort. The ſecond was, the eſta- 
bliſhment of a ſenate, choſen annually out of each of the tribes. 
SOLON, as a third reſtraint upon the people, a third anchor to pre- 
vent the republic's being carried away by the intrigues of factious 
rulers, or the irreſolution of weak ones, enlarged the authority of 
the Areopagus, their great court of Judicature. He likewiſe very 
much diminiſhed the power of the nine archons, who have each 
ſeparate juriſdictions; as the firſt, for inſtance, gives a name to the 


year, determines in cauſes concerning wills and legacies, and inſpects 
the theatrical diverſions, 


After 
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After this general ſketch of the Athenian conſtitution, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to enter more particularly into the grand reſorts and ſprings, on 
which the movements of their political ſyſtem depend. The ſenate 
of five hundred is compoſed of fifty out of every one of the ten 


tribes. No one can be admitted into it, without being at leaſt thirty py 
years of age, and undergoing a ſtrict enquiry into his character. Be- 


fore he takes his ſeat he binds himſelf by a ſolemn oath to adhere to 


the laws, and give advice to the people of Athens, according to the 
| beſt of his abilities. Every tribe preſides in the ſenate in its turn 
(which is regulated by lot) for thirty-five days. Each company of 
preſidents are called Prytanes ; and out of them the Proedroi, or ſet 
of preſidents for the week, are appointed. The preſident of the 
day called the Epiſtata, is one of the Proedroi, and has in his cuſtody 
the great ſeal, and the keys of the citadel and treaſure, and preſides 
likewiſe in the aſſemblies of the people. When the ſenate has made 
a decree, if it is ratified by the people, it paſſes into a law; if other- 
wiſe, it continues in force only for a year. The matters which come 


under the cognizance of the ſenate are of the ſame ſort as thoſe 


which are brought before the people; and therefore may be referred 
to that head. At the expiration of the annual offices of the ſenators, 


if any ſhips of war have been built during their regency, the people : 


decree them the honour of the crown; a remarkable inſtance of their 
great attention to increaſe their naval force; as being fully convinced 
that the ſafety and honour of the commonwealth depend upon it! ! 
The ordinary affemblies of the people are held four times in thirty- 


five days, particular affairs being allotted to each time ; extraordinary | 


ones are ſummoned by the magiſtrates ; and a paper is fixed up in 


the public places of the city, with a ſhort account of the buſineſs to 
| be debated. 
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| 2 EE . place whete the enk is held, which i is either the nals 


— place, or a great ſquare near the citadel, is firſt purified by a ſolemn | 
rite of luſtration. When that is ended, the public crier makes a 
prayer for the proſperity of their counſels ; and pronounces an exe- 
cration againſt thoſe who endeavour, or adviſe any thing to the pre- 

Judice of the commonwealth. Then, by order of the preſident, he 
ſtates the queſtion ; or repeats the decree of the ſenate, which is to 
be confirmed or rejected. The oldeft orators begin the debate, and 

are followed by the younger ; though it is to be obſerved, that no 

perſon under. thirty has a right to be heard; nor is any one who 

has been convicted of a notorious crime permitted to have a ſhare in 
their councils. Without the firſt of theſe precautions, they think 
the ſtate might be expoſed to danger by an immature advice; with- 
out the latter, by a deſperate or unlawful one. When the debates 
are over the people give their votes, which is n, done by holding 
up their hands: then the opinion is drawn up in writing, and they 

confirm it by a ſecond diviſion. After the preſident has examined 

the numbers on both ſides, he pronounces on which the majority lies, 

and diſmiſſes the aſſembly. It is in theſe aſſemblies of the people 

: | that all affairs relating to war and peace, religion or domeſtic policy, 
are diſcuſſed. Appeals lie to them from all tribunals, even from that 

of the Areopagus ; of which venerable judicature I ſhall next give 

thee a ſhort account. Their inſtitution is by ſome attributed to 
SOLON, but generally to CxeRors the founder of the city. It is 

chiefly compoſed of the Archons who have diſcharged their offices 
with honour; and its number therefore is not always the fame. They 

hold their fittings on Mars's-hill, in the open air; and when they 
determine cauſes it is in the night. The members of this body have 
been always held in the higheſt eſteem for the ſanctity of their lives, 

the impartiality of their deciſions, and their knowledge in the laws 
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of their G Their authority i is of a large extent ; they inſpect LETTER 
over the obſervation of the laws, the manners of the citizens, and — 


the education of the youth. They have alſo cognizance of caſes of 
murder, and all ſorts of impieties; and the introduction of new 
ceremonies fall within their juriſdiction. PRRIcL ES, indeed, with a 
view of making his court to the people, by throwing more power 
into their hands, and weakening that of the nobles, has reduced the 
power of the Areopagus: but ſober men look upon it as one of the 
worſt ſteps in his adminiſtration ; and it affords his encnaicy a fair 
topic for invidious remarks. 1 hope the view I have here given thee, 
noble ſcribe, of the nature of the Athenian conſtitution, and of their 
manner of carrying on public buſineſs, will not be diſagreeable to 
thee, or afford unprofitable reflections to the council of Perſia; thy 
favourable acceptance of this eſſay will encourage me to tranſmit 
more papers of the ſame kind. I leave it to thy experienced ſagacity 
to compare the republican government of Athens with the mo- 
narchical one of thy native country ; to diſcover the excellencies of 
each; to trace out their reſpeQive imperfections; and to determine, 
whether a conſtitution, blended of both, might not compoſe the moſt 
perfect form that human i invention can ever expect to attain. But 1 
know how difficult it would prove to hit that juſt medium; and how 
hard it is to prevent the ſpirit of faction from mixing with that of 
reformation. Pardon my preſumption, and ſuffer me to wiſh a long 
continuance to thy miniſtry; it is the ſame thing as wiſhing an 
increaſe of honour and proſperity to Perſia. Adieu. | 
From. Athens, Ep 408 A. 
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LITT RK RRͤð T 
GOBRYAS to CLEANDER. 
LETTER Ob dhe CLEANDER, to give frequent p58 of thy 41 
X | 

— + and abilities in the diſpatches which thou writeſt to the mini- 
0 ſters of the Perſian court. Our royal maſter is happy i in poſſeſſing 5 
mi ſo good a ſervant, particularly at a time when the wiſdom of our 
10 counſels muſt aſſiſt us to regain what we have loſt by the misfortunes 85 
„ of our arms. Thy laſt letters to MRGABVZ Us and myſelf were 
5 particularly acceptable. They ſhew that, not contented with being A 
ll a bare annaliſt of the public tranſactions, thou entereſt into the very 
0 genius and diſpoſitions of the people amongſt whom thou reſideſt; 
1 7 and that as thou converſeſt with perſons the moſt intelligent in the 
Fl government and manners of Athens, ſo thou art no leſs careful to 
10 _ enrich thy country with the fruits of thy knowledge. I will only 
1600 


and rulers, pervert thy affections from the ſovereign of the Eaſt; 


members of a republic, would equally become the gravity and ſtrict 


ſuggeſt this caution to thee, not to ſuffer the partial repreſentations 
which the Greeks make of their own policy and religion, to inſpire 
thee with a diſlike to thoſe of Perſia ; nor let the many inſtances, ' 
which thou muſt obſerve, of a licentious liberty towards magiſtrates 


neither imagine that cuſtoms which ſuit the level conditions of the 


diſcipline of a monarchy. Whatever informations thou canſt acquire 
relating to the trade, revenues, or marine of Athens, her religious 
ceremonies or civil inſtitutions, will not fail to recommend thy dili- 
gence to a prince, whoſe goodneſs never forgets the meaneſt labours 
of his ſervants, and whoſe generoſity takes every opportunity of re- 
warding them. As an earneſt of what thou may expect, he ſends 

_ 


* 
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thee, by this courier, a ring ſparkling 4 a precious ſtone taken out LETTER 
of the royal treaſury, two Median horſes with rich capariſons, and a — — 


purſe of five hundred golden darics. Receive this regal munificence 
with gratitude, and prove by thy ſervices, that thou art not unworthy 
ſo great a mark of confidence and favour. It remains for me to in- 
form thee, that ſeveral councils were lately held on Grecian affairs ; 
in which it was debated, whether the great king ſhould immediately 
offer his mediation by a ſolemn embaſſy to the Athenians and the 


Peloponneſian - allies ; or whether he ſhould ſuffer the war to con- 


tinue, till both ſides were further weakened,. and the loſing party 


reduced to make application to us. The latter meaſure has, I think, 


with good reaſon, been choſen. It was conſidered, that it ſeems 
more for the honour of Perſia not to enter into theſe affairs uninvited, 
and perhaps expoſe her mediation to contempt. Beſides, there is 
ſome danger, that if we diſcover our intentions too early, the natural 
jealouſies of the Greeks with regard to us, may be awakened ; a ſenſe 
of their mutual intereſts may prevail over the ſpirit of diſſenſion and 


tumult, which now reigns among them; and ſo the game be played 


out of our hands, through our own want of dextetity in managing it. 


Whereas, by delaying to open the part which Perſia deſigns to take 


in theſe differences, the alarm which Sparta has conceived at the 
riſing greatneſs of Athens is ſo great, that the war is likely to con- 
tinue and grow hotter every year. The conquering party will in- 


creaſe in their pretenſions; the vanquiſhed, exaſperated by their 
loſſes, unwilling to yield to thoſe who were formerly their equals, 


and unable to defend themſelves, can have no where recourſe for 
aſſiſtance but to us; and thus the balance muſt naturally be placed in 
our hands, and the Grecian ſtates, diverted from making conqueſts 
over us, will voluntarily ſue for protection againſt their powerful 
neighbours, to a country which they formerly deſpiſed and hated, 


But I forbear ing upon the advantages n to Perſia from this 


VOI. 1. G 


conduct; 


1 
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L 8 1 ER conduct; it is every way ſo agreeable to her true intereſts, that * 


5 


L=———) would be doubting wy JET to ee it by farther ar- IS | | 


guments. 


Advice from Lacedæmon aſſures us, that the leading men among 


the allies are determined before the end of the year to ſend a formal 
embaſſy to the great king, requeſting that he would enter into the 


league, and furniſh them with ſupplies of men and money. Fail not 


to advertiſe, whether the Athenians have notice of this; and whether 
they have any intention to follow an example ſo glorious for Perſia, 


5 


Before 1 .conclude this diſpatch, I am to acquaint thee, by the . 
king's expreſs order, that he is ſenſible, in caſe the plague breaks out 


at Athens, (as it is reported, ) of the dangers to which thou muſt be 


expoſed in a city not able to contain its numerous inhabitants, whoſe 
preſent inconveniencies ſo terrible a diſtreſs will neceſſarily increaſe; | 
and therefore he thinks it proper for thee to remove to a place which 


may be free from that calamity, and at the ſame time not far from 
Athens. Thus neither will thy own ſafety be expoſed, nor at the 
ſame time the king's ſervice receive wy detriment. 


When thou readeſt this inſtance of royal tenderneſs for an uſeful 


miniſter, and receiveſt the marks of princely bounty which accom- 


pany it, thou haſt reaſon to thank the mighty ORoMAsDEs, that 
thou art born a ſubje& of Perſia, and liveſt under the reign of 
ARTAXERXE s. 3 

From Suſa. re P. 
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: Haine of the meſſenger that was to ſet out to you fo LETTER 


= GonRraAs, I would not omit the opportunity it offers me of 
expreſſing the concern I am under for your ſafety ; the lateſt reports 
from Greece having informed us, that they begin to be under diſmal 
apprehenſions of the plague at Athens. It is ſaid, that the cattle *, 
as they graze in the meads adjacent to that city, are ſeized with he 
noxious vapours aſcending from the earth, and fall inſtantaneouſly 
dead; the ſure and common preſage that the ſame calamity will ſoon 
extend itſelf to the human ſpecies. I could wiſh, therefore, you were 


removed farther from the contagion. May at leaſt thoſe propitious 


XV. 
— 


beings, who, under the great OROMASDEs, are the guardians of 


our ſtate, preſerve the faithful miniſter of the great king, even 


amidſt the regions of death. I wiſh you were ſafe at Suſa, could 
the intereſts of ARTAXERXES be ſerved ſo well by any other perſon 


leſs valuable to all his friends. Whilſt we enjoy the clemencies "Fa, 
mild and wholeſome air, thou in a rough and unpleaſant country, 5 


expoſed to the rigours of a northern ſky, art not only placed amidſt 
tumults, depopulations, and the alarms of war, but art expoſed to 
evils which no human forecaſt can ward againſt; all which thou 


beareſt moſt willingly for the ſervice of Perſia, Excellent CLz- 
ANDER ! what reward will not thy merit call for? May ſome happy 


day reſtore thee to thy friends and country, where MEGABYZUS, who 


SHOWS thy worth, will raiſe thee to  dffingulſhed e and place 


* ode A pa roy EY Iliad. . 


G 2 | ES thee. 
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k—— would be doubting thy judgment to enforce it wk farther ar- | i 


guments. 


Advice from Lacedzmon affures us, that the leading men among 
the allies are determined before the end of the year to ſend a formal 


embaſſy to the great king, requeſting that he would enter into the 


league, and furniſh them with ſupplies of men and money. Fail not 
to advertiſe, whether the Athenians have notice of this; and whether 
they have any intention to follow an example ſo glorious for Perſia, 
Before I ,conclude this diſpatch, J am to acquaint thee, by the 
king's expreſs order, that he is ſenſible, in caſe the plague breaks out 
at Athens, (as it is reported,) of the dangers to which thou muſt be 
expoſed in a city not hle to contain its numerous inhabitants, whoſe 
preſent inconveniencies ſo terrible a diſtreſs will neceffarily increaſe; | 
and therefore he thinks it proper for thee to remove to a place which 
may be free from that calamity, and at the ſame time not far from 
Athens. Thus neither will thy own ſafety be expoſed, nor at the 
ſame time the king's ſervice receive any detriment. 


When thou readeſt this inſtance of regal tenderneſs for an uſeful 
miniſter, and receiveſt the marks of princely bounty which accom- 
pany it, thou haſt reaſon to thank the mighty ORoMAsDEs, that 
thou art born a ſubject of Perſia, and liveſt under the reign of 
ARTAXERXES. 
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EARING, of the meſſenger that was to ſet out to you from LETTER 


+= GoBRYAs, I would not omit the opportunity it offers me of 
expreſſing the concern I am under for your ſafety ; the lateſt reports 
from Greece having informed us, that they begin to be under diſmal 
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apprehenſions of the plague at Athens. It is ſaid, that the cattle *, 
as they graze in the meads adjacent to that city, are ſeized with the 
noxious vapours aſcending from the earth, and fall inſtantaneouſly 


dead; the ſure and common preſage that the ſame calamity will ſoon 


extend itſelf to the human ſpecies. I could wiſh, therefore, you were 


removed farther from the contagion. May at leaſt thoſe propitious 


beings, who, under the great OROMASDES, are the guardians of 


our ſtate, preſerve the faithful miniſter of the great king, even 


amidſt the regions of death. I wiſh you were ſafe at Suſa, could 
the intereſts of ARTAXERXES be ſerved fo well by any other perſon 


leſs valuable to all his friends. Whilſt we enj oy the clemencies of a 


mild and wholeſome air, thou in a rough and unpleaſant country, 


expoſed to the rigours of a northern ſky, art not only placed amidſt 


tumults, depopulations, and the alarms of war, but art expoſed to 


evils which no human forecaſt can ward againſt; all which thou 


beareſt moſt willingly for the ſervice of Perſia, Excellent CLE- 
ANDER ! what reward will not thy merit call for? May ſome happy 


day reſtore thee to thy friends and country, where MEGABYZUS, who 
HOWS thy worth, will raiſe thee to diſtinguiſhed honours, and place 


* Ovpijas A¹ 5 inuxdo, Iliad. &. ; 
G2 thee 
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ances would ſtrongly have demanded it from us at this. And here it 
may not be unentertaining to mention to thee, with what religious care 
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thee in ſome tranquil ſtation under the ſmiles of our mighty ſove- 
reign. That great miniſter knows ſo well to allay the boiſterous 1 
ſwellings and animoſities of contending intereſts, that peace and 
unanimity ſeem now entirely to prevail over faction and diſcord; 
and may they long continue undiſturbed by the ſeditious efforts of 
envy and ambition, in the Perſian court! A ſenſe too of duty to 
the ſupreme being ſeems more fervent upon our minds than uſual; 
though were we ever ſo forgetful of it at other times, our late deliver- 


a ſolemn feſtival was celebrated thereupon at Suſa. Forty days were 
ſet apart for feaſts and ſacrifices ; during that time the court put on an 
extraordinary air of ſplendour and cheerfulneſs ; but there were none 
of thoſe looſer revels, which commonly attend an exceſs of rejoicing. 
The moſt eminent of the Magi, from all the colleges in Perſia, 
were ſummoned to be preſent at the ſacrifices. The firſt morning 
the chief of the Magi, with a long train of his aſſociates, and 
the ſeveral miniſters of the religious ceremonies following him *, 
aſcended the higheſt of the mountains that environ Suſa to the north; 
clad in the ſacred veſtments, his F tiara interwoven with myrtle. 
He bowed twice towards the riſing ſun ; then led the victim to the 
appointed ground, and there invoked the god. ARTAXERXES and 
the queen, XERXES, SoGDIANus, Ocuvs, and ARSITES, with all 
the other princes of the blood, were preſent at theſe holy rites. 
Each of the Magi ſung oraiſons in their turn to the great author of 
the world, But ARIMASPES, as chief in dignity, had juſtly the 
preference given him of hymning the praiſe of ORoMAsDEs the 
beſt. “ How, at his great command, the wide expanſe was filled 
„ with beings ; how, at his word, the bright and radiant ſun firſt 


* Herod, Clio. c. 131. + Ibid. c. 32, 
. fprend 


* ſpread his gilded rays to cheer and Sladder nature ; how che ele- LE TT ER 
« ments were diſpoſed by him, and the ſeeds of all things ranged i in — 
« order; how, by his power, they are preſerved, and made the 
< principles of life and vegetation to all creatures, which, if he with- 
“held his ſalutary influences, would ſwarm at once with death. and 
« contagion ; how, by him alone, the ſubtle fleeces of the air are 
« kept untainted, and the earth free from impurities and infection: 
hence that the whole expanſe is Go, ſince he pervades the whole, 
„ and by his power is preſent every where.” The ſong being ended, 
you might have ſeen the awful lord of Aſia proſtrate on the earth, 
acknowledging a much higher power ; a power upon whom he and 
all the princes of the earth depend. The inferior Magi ſacrificed in 
their order, according to their different inſtitutions; and joined at 
laſt in one general ſymphony of praiſe, while a hundred victims loſt 
their breath, to the eternal ſource of good. It was glorious to ob- 
ſerve the long proceſſion as it aſcended up the ſteep; but more ſo, 
to behold the' vaſt retinue and ſplendid equipages ſpreading over the 
ſummits of the higheſt hills; the ſparkling enſigns of regality ; the 
ſtately canopy blazing with the gems of Indus; the rich capariſons 
of the camels and horſes; and then to ſee the mightieſt ſatraps, to- 
gether with their potent lord, deſcend from their ſeats of ſtate, bow- 
ing themſelves all at once before the greater ſovereign of the univerſe. 
When this ſolemn ceremony was ended, the whole company re- 
turned in the ſame regular order in which they went. The. pro- 
ceſſion entered the ſpacious encloſure of the royal palace at the gate 
of Memnon, where a ſumptuous entertainment was prepared. The 
king himſelf fat at one table with the princes of the blood, waited 
upon by the great officers of the houſehold: at another, the moſt 
conſiderable ſatraps, and the generals of the army: at a third, the 
venerable el of the Magi; and at others, through the ſeveral 
| ſtately 
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ſtately apartments of. the palace, the inhabitants of Suſa. 
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tue entertainment the halls reſounded with the melodious airs of 


i 
. 


women, and the enchanting ſtrains of the moſt ſkilful muſicians. 


: N othing could be | added to the ſplendour, order, 


Py 


and v 
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Thy friends wanted thee alone to com- 


appeared on this occaſion. 


This only conſolati 


in the 


to them, that 


jencies, thou art 


inconvenienc 


on remains 
higheſt degree uſeful to thy king and thy country. Adieu. 


plete their ſatisfaction. 


by undergoing a few temporary 


e. 
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From Suſa. 
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End of the firſt Year of the War. 
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| CLEANDER to GoBRYAs, Chief Seribe to ARTAXERXES King Py 
Perſia. 
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RECEIVED the diſpatch which thou ſenteſt me by the courier LETTER | 


Hyp ARNES; and acknowledge myſelf highly hb onour ed, that I . 


am thought worthy to partake in the ſecret counſels of our great 
| monarch, as well as ſenſibly affected by the ſignal generoſity and 
' tenderneſs which he ſhews for his faithful ſlave. I proftrate myſelf 
before the footſtool of his ſhining throne, and wiſh him length of 


days; a bleſſing which is ſure to give perpetuify to the happineſs of 


Perſia, and the only one that remains to be added to the wiſdom of 
his government, the greatneſs of his ſoul, and the ro benevo- 
lence of his temper. 


I obeyed the command laid upon me to retire during the height 


of the plague, and have found an hoſpitable retreat in the iſland of 


Salamis; but I fear, though my own ſafety is leſs endangered, I ſhall 
be neceſſarily ſlower in executing the king's orders, and tranfmitting 
accounts of Grecian affairs, If any delay ſhould happen, I hope it 
will not be imputed to my negligence, but to the inconveniencies of 

| ; . 
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the times, and the difficulty of procuring 1 here, through - 
the caution of the magiſtrates, - | ON 


1 
: 
Ld 


Juſt before the plague broke out, the Peloponneſian army, under 
the command of ARCHIDAMUS king of Sparta, made a ſecond in- 


vaſion into Attica; they are now marched towards the mountain 


Larius, where the Athenians have ſilver mines. 1 believe the plan 
of the war will not be different from that of the laſt year; and this 
dreadful calamity takes away the flower of their citizens and ſoldiers, 
and ſo diſpirits the reſt, that PERICLES does not think it prudent to 
hazard the iſſue of a battle. In order, however, to make a diverſion, 


a ſquadron of a hundred gallies is preparing to put to ſea, which he 
intends to command himſelf. His enemies incenſe the people againſt 


him, (who were never more harafſed and uneaſy,) by ſaying, that 
the vaſt numbers he drew out of the country laſt year increaſe the 


| contagion of the diſtemper. I gave the reaſons of that meaſure i in 


a former letter; and cannot help ſaying, that it is highly unjuſt and 


unfair to charge him with all thoſe croſs accidents of fortune which £ 
the moſt refined human prudence and forecaſt cannot prevent, It 


| ſeems as unreaſonable as to aſſert, that the plague is owing to his con- 


trivance. By going admiral in perſon, he either intends to preſerve 
his credit and keep up the ſpirits of his countrymen by ſome re- 


markable exploit, or elſe to withdraw himſelf from the clamours of 


his enemies, till the fury of the diſeaſe is a moe abated, 


The reſemblance of the ſymptoms ſhews, that the plague i is of the 
ſame ſtrange nature as that which began in Ethiopia and Egypt, and 
afterwards ravaged the Perſian provinces. 


Every other ſickneſs turns immediately to this, which generally 
Kills in ſeven or eight days, after great pains and eruptions in all 
_ re A” 
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parts of che body, inſatiate thirſt, want of geep, and variety of cir- L 


* . * 
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cumſtances, which increaſe the natural terrors and uneaſineſs of death - 


It is very remarkable, that none who recover are ever ſeized with it 
a ſecond time; yet even in ſome of theſe it ſtrikes upon their ſenſes, 
effaces the memory of all paſſages of their lives, and makes them for- 
get their neareſt relations. What is moſt ſurprizing is, that no cer- 
tain remedies can be applied; a medicine that does good to one, is 
hurtful to another; and the care and cloſeſt attendance of the phy- 
ſician are as uſeleſs, as the utmoſt efforts of his art. 

The air itſelf partakes of the malignity; the birds drop down, as 
they fly along the ſtreets ; and the dead bodies, for want of inter- 
ment, ſhare the ſame ſopulchrs with the brutes, and are caſt out in 
the public ſtreets, ſo many loathſome and moving ſpectacles of mor- 


tality. The greateſt part of the inhabitants of the country, who for 
want of other accommodations were forced to dwell in booths and 


huts ſet up in the public places, are liable to the greateſt inconyeni-- 


encies. The living and the dead amongſt them lie confuſed in 
heaps, ſome in the agonies of death, others lifting up their hands to 
heaven, and imploring the divine aſſiſtance, and many gaſping round 


the fountains, where they croud to quench their thirſt. Nay, what 
is almoſt incredible, a neglect of religion and the laws is introduced 


by the prevalence of this calamity ; of the former, becauſe they ſee 
the plague deſtroys alike the pious and the wicked; of the latter, be- 
cauſe no one expects his life will laſt till legal juſtice overtakes him. 
Indeed nothing contributes more to the diſorderly condition they are 
in, than the want of proper regulations for removing and attending 

the ſick, and burning the dead: and were they of an humour to 
fubmit to any thing like reſtraint, it might preſerve them from the 


_ confuſion and miſery they now undergo. Such is the diſmal ſtate of 


affairs at Athens; to which no ſmall relief is brought by the arrival 
n WM" | ; of 
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of HirrockArrs, the famous chat phyſician ; who is dermit 
though at the hazard of his life, to devote himſelf entirely to the ſer- 


vice of the diſeaſed. This generoſity has ſo ſenſibly affected the 


people of Athens, that they reſolve to beſtow on him ſome illuſtrious | 
mark of their eſteem and favour. I need not mention, that they 
honour him the more, for having refuſed the munificent offers of the 
great king, that he _— be quite at _— when Greece VERY 


his aſſiſtance. 


I can aſſure thee, that the Athenians have no information yet of the 


Peloponneſian embaſly ; but PERI LES has agents in all parts, who 


| 
will not fail to give him early notice of it. There is a remarkable 
ſtory of him, that, upon giving in his accounts once to the people, in 
an article of fifteen talents no particular ſervice was ſpecified. His 


enemies taking the advantage, immediately infiſted he ſhould explain 
it ; to which he replied very readily, that this ſum was employed on 


a ſervice of great importance, which it was abſolutely neceſlary to keep : 


ſecret. The people were ſatisfied, and made no farther enquiry, It 


is generally ſuppoſed, that theſe fifteen talents were laid out at Sparta, | 


to keep off a war, till the Athenians were better prepared for it. The 


Lacedzmonians have a fine opportunity, if they make the beſt uſe of 


dis campaign; but I am told they are diſcontented with AxcHhIDA- 


MUS their general, who declared himſelf openly againſt the war, 


and is unwilling to engage his ſtate too far in it. Beſides, nothing 
conſiderable can be done againſt the Athenians by land, and they al- 
ways have a good fleet at ſea, to guard their coaſts, interrupt the com- 
merce of their enemies, and prevent the defection of their allies. I 


ſend thee incloſed a lift of the allies on both fides, and the contribu- 
tions they furniſh towards the war. The Athenians are abſolute 
maſters over theirs, whereas the ſeparate intereſts amongft the Pelo- 
ponneſians embarraſs their military operations for want of unanimity. 


Excuſe, 
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Event pots nt miniſter, the diſmal ſcene of death and deſolation, 
which I ſet before thee in the former part of this diſpatch ; but I 
might juſtly have been eſteemed inſenſible, if the little I ſaw myſelf, 


and the large accounts I received from others, had made only a tran- 


ſient impreſſion. Compaſſion is a common tribute to the miſeries 
and infirmities which human nature is expoſed to; and a generous 
mind like thine pays it willingly to the worſt of its foes. Much 
more then let the humbleſt ſervant of ARTAXERXES, the faithful 
CLEANDER, claim ſome ſhare of pity in his hazardous ſituation. 


LETTER 
XVI. 


3 


But he repines not at his fate; he ſhould think it honourable to 


periſh in the ſervice of his maſter. He is thankful to ORomasDes 


for the life he ſtill enjoys, and refers the uncertain events of futurity 
to his over-ruling will. Adieu. on 
From Salamis. Or ow” e 


Allies of the Wan 


The Chians, Leſbians, Platzeans, Coreyræans, moſt of che Acarna- 


nians, Meſſenians, &c. 


Allies of the Lacedzmonians. 


All Peloponneſus, except Argos and Achaia; the 8 | 


TFhocians, Loocrians, Bceotians, Ambraciots, Leucadians, and Anac- 
tarians. : 
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SMERDIS. 70 CLEANDER, 


W ERE the ſweeteſt retirement a ſufficient aſylum from care, the 


Magi would be exempted from thoſe refleQions, which prey 


upon the minds of unhappy mortals, We inhabit thoſe groves, 
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LETTER which have been the Waden of the wiſe and virtuous by the ap- g : 


XVII. 


L—— pointment of ZOROASTRES, who bleſſed them with his abode; and 


point out in our pleaſed imagination the paths he trod, and the places. 


under the ſhade of that ancient cedar, he repoſed himſelf, and while 
his eyelids ſhut out the piercing light, his ſoul was open to the milder 
influence of ORoMASDEs. He held an intercourſe with the heavenly 
bodies from the ſummit of this pyramid, or of that mount, whoſe 


able to us, but has. received all the improvement ſhe was capable of, 
without being diſguiſed by art. Immenſe wealth has been beſtowed 
on her cultivation, yet the richneſs of her dreſs ſeems to ariſe from 
the genius of the place. You are ſurprized at the elegance that ap- 


whoſe memory {till warms our breaſts with a noble enthuſiaſm. We 


he took moſt delight in: here, ſay we, within the ſpacious arch of this 
cave he penn'd his divine precepts ; on the ſlope of yonder hill, or 


ſides are covered with odorous ſhrubs, that ſcarcely afford a per- c 
plex ed path to its top. The very air of this country is perfumed 
and of a purer draught ; the ſky more ſerene and of a brighter azure; 
the proſpects beautiful and various, ſince nature is not only favour- 


pears, yet can ſee nothing but what bears a reſemblance to ſomething 
you have obſerved in rude nature ; like a miſtreſs of a well-ordered 
family, though ſhe receives you with the utmoſt delicacy and magni- 
ficence, it is with that eaſe, that ſhe ſeems not to be at any trouble, or 
to have been put out of her Oy courſe for your entertainment. 


Yet I muſt PTY amidſt theſe Aclightful ſcenes, ſacred to peace and 
the contemplation of everlaſting OxRoMAsDEs, I am not without 
ſome anxiety for your ſafety, O CLEANDER ! when I conſider your 
hazardous ſituation for the ſervice of Perſia, and your zeal for that 
monarch, who outſhines all his predeceſſors in juſtice, who will not 
fail to reward the ſucceſs, which your zeal and penetration promiſe to 
our affairs, Your ſteady affection has gained you much confidence 


with 
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with the great, and your perfect knowledge of the language, in- L 8 : 
tereſts, and politics of our enemies, no leſs than thoſe of Perſia, give Ws "2A 
great aſſurance to your friends, that you ſhall one day be recalled from 
your obſcurity to be raiſed high in the court of Suſa: Your merit 

to your country will meet with other recompence than the jealouſy of 
Greece generally affords her benefactors. The ſovereign of the Eaſt 

is too generous to ſuſpect rivalſhip in his faithful ſervants, and will 
| look upon the influence you ſhall gain in the Kates of Greece, as the 


greateſt mae” of your 3 


I ſometimes reflect on the worſt that can befal you, from the pry- 
ing diſcernment of the people you converſe with, or thoſe who are 
jealous of your credit at the court; but the ſagacity of your prince 
will guard you from your domeſtic foes ; and ſhould the popular vio- 
lence of Athens make itſelf accountable for your death, Afia would 
pour forth its numerous troops to revenge ſo baſe an indignity to the 
' ſervant of ARTAXERXES. .Perhaps you will think this lofty firain 
proceeds more from the zeal of a Perſian, than my true ſentiments, 
fince we have experienced that a numerous army, nay I might fay 
numerous nations in arms, have been found unequal to the ſlender 
but well- conducted power of thoſe ſmaller ſtates; our ſoldiers have 
been diſtreſſed and ſcattered, though equal i in number to all the inha- 
bitants of Greece. But may I not hope, CLEANDER, that that in- 
ſinuating evil, luxury, the parent of all our ſhame and misfortunes, 
has at laſt found a place amongſt our enemies? Has not ſecurity, the 
reſult of ſucceſs, relaxed their ſevere morals, and introduced emaſcu- 
lating pleaſures, to which alone they are obliged for the advantages 
they gained over us? Are not theſe the Grecian refinements we hear 
ſo much of? Does not that boaſted ſuperiority in arts and politeneſs 
(from whence they brand all the world with the name of Barbarians) : 
break out into extravagancy of dreſs, diet, and deportment ? And has 
| l 
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3 miſtaken licentiouſneſs for liberty? Or is it poſſible, that a people ſo 
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not by this time the unreſtrained nee intoxicated with victory, 


free and ſo ſucceſsful ſhould continue upon their guard againſt theſe 


worſt of foes ? No certainly, CLEANDER, the Perſian luxury muſt be 


part of their acquiſitions, which, like the fatal peſtilence that occa- 
ſioned ſuch deſolation in this empire, paſſed through Aſia into Greece, 


and now preys upon our foes, muſt take its laſt reſidence with them; 
a diſeaſe more deſtructive than the peſtilence, and which will baffle 
the {kill of that haughty Coan phyſician, who, had he more lives 


than ever his art preſerved, would deſerve to forfeit them all in tor- 
tures for his inſolence to the world's greateſt monarch. I need not 
tell you, (what I doubt not is the boaſt of every Greek,) that when 
he was conjured to paſs over into Aſia, by a promiſe of that friend- 


ſhip which princes ſue for, and to ſhare in that wealth which is the 


tribute of three hundred provinces, he anſwered diſdainfully, he 


would not deſert his country to ſerve a Barbarian. Shame to the 


kingdom of Cyrus, that his ſucceſſors, before whom the mighty 
ſatraps proſtrate themſelves to the earth, and whoſe name is awful 


to half mankind, ſhould become the ſcorn of an ignoble Coan ! 


But the Almighty has puniſhed him, by transferring that evil on his 


- own country, which he refuſed to ſuppreſs in Perſia; which may 


teach us, that the worſhippers of ORoMasDEs are not forſaken, 


ſince, though he has denied ſucceſs to our arms, he has kümſelf chaſ- 


tiſed the inſolence of our foes, | 


From Balch in Bactria. FC | | gs H. 
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CLEAN DER fo ORSAMES- 


the more confirmed in the juſt expectations I had conceived of thee, 
from the late honour of thy letter. The wiſeſt legiſlators of Greece 
have generally made it one of their excellent laws, that the young 
men ſhould pay reſpect to the ſage inſtructions of their elders. But 
ſurely, if this maxim may at any time be ſet aſide, it ought never to 
be more reverſed than in our correſpondence. For when I conſider 
the luſtre of thy parts, and the reach of thy knowledge, at a time of 
life which brings few even to the exerciſe of reaſon; I amuſe my- 
ſelf with the agreeable thoughts of profiting by thy information ; 
| far, very far from imagining, that any thing which falls from CL. Ex- 
 ANDER can be of ſervice to OxsAMESs. However, as I ſhall always 
be proud to ſhew every mark of regard to a nobleman of your qua- 
ütty and hopes, I can aſſure thee, generous lord, that I think myſelf 
highly honoured by the particular and n Noot, thou 
haſt granted me, of thy favour. 


It is with the utmoſt ſatisfaction I obſerve, how much thou canſt 
_ diſdain the oftentation and luxury of the Perſian nobility ; and rather 
employeſt thyſelf in the uſeful purſuits of knowledge, than wan- 
dereſt in the deſtructive paths of intoxicating pleaſure. To ſay the 
truth, when I reflect on this particular, I admire thee for anticipating 
the experience without the infirmity of years, and moderating the 
fever of youth without loſing the true ſpirit of it. Thou haſt made 

| it 


a 


T HAVE been informed of thy riſing character not > Wap from the L EPT! 2 R 
chamberlain HyDAsPEs, but the common voice of fame; and am — 


ATHENIAN, LETTERS, 


it thy buſineſs from the very earlieſt days of thy e to acquaint 
thyſelf with the religion, laws, and conſtitution of thy country; and 
art now travelling through other regions, to ſurvey the temper, cuſ- 
toms, and policy of thoſe who differ from us. Thy epiſtle from Ba- 
bylon is ſufficient to convince me, thou art well qualified, from thy 
curioſity and eagerneſs, to procure the exacteſt intelligence; from 
thy judgment and diſcretion, to ſelect the moſt intereſting circum- 
ſtances ; from thy ingenuity and good ſenſe, to relate them in the 
moſt accurate manner; from thy prudence and ſagacity, to draw the 
beſt and moſt rational inferences from them all. I am extremely 
impatient to learn a few particulars of that extraordinary people the 
Egyptians ; who inhabit a country, as remarkable for the polity of' 
its laws, the wiſdom of its religion, and the knowledge of its prieſts, 
as for the trade of its cities, the grandeur of its buildings, and the 
fertility of its ſoil, When thou entereſt into that ſtorehouſe of 
wealth and commerce, (for ſo it may be termed with juſtice,) that re- 
poſitory of all ſacred and profane ſcience, thou wilt be wrapt in plea- 
ſure and aſtoniſhment, at the variety, not to ſay profuſion, of bleſſings, 
which art and nature have poured out, for the ſubſiſtence, conveni- 
ence, and ornament of that happy nation. A man of thy under- 
ſtanding will find a ſecret delight in tracing out the ſteps of the great 
Heroes of antiquity ; he will be ſtudious of ſearching into the annals 
of their ſtory, and will meet with no ſmall entertainment in hearing | 
of the victories and military virtue of SESOSTRIS, or the peaceful arts 
and government of Os1Ris. He will liſten with attention to the phi- 
loſophical precepts and dark oracles of the prieſts ; he will inveſtigate 
the long records of lunar years, and unveil the myſterious ſyſtem of 
HUG aſtronomy, and frame of nature, with much labour and toil. He will 
bi = 8 viſit their public edifices, and the palaces of their kings, with admira- 
1 tion; and behold the temples of their gods with reverential regard. 
Thoſe ſtupendous works of antiquity, which ſtill exiſt there, can by 
| no 


M 

AM. 

ti mil 
i 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


no means eſcape the prying curioſity of his ſoul, or the careful dili- xvi. 


gence of his enquiries. He will view the pyramids and mauſoleums, 


which have been preſerved entire through a long courſe of centuries, 


the wonder of the world, with ſpeculations of a moral kind. He will 


look upon them, as erected by the moſt powerful princes of the earth 


for a memorial of their pride to future ages, and .as intended rather 

for an amazing ſpectacle to the living, than as places of repoſe to the 
dead. He will conſider, that the founders of thoſe monuments cloſed 
up the laſt ſcene of their falſe greatneſs in life, by raiſing theſe altars 
to their vanity : and gave in death an example to mankind of the ex- 
treme littleneſs of mortal arrogance, by mingling their own duft 
with ſo poor a ſhare of that earth, which once was not gat to 
contain them. 


The next period of thy journey 1 the i into Greece, a a country 
very different from that of Egypt, both in the qualities of its elimate, 
and the manners of its people. Inſtead of the ſplendor and magni- 
ficence, which appears in the cities of the latter, thou wilt find a ge- 
neral turn to parſimony and frugality among the inhabitants of the 
former. Inſtead of the peace and unanimity, which exiſts under a 
monarchical government, the popular frame of the Grecian republics 
is continually ſhaken by domeſtic faction. Athens, through the ex- 
tent and abundance of her trade, the. induſtry and ceconomy of her 
people, the wiſdom and courage of the great men ſhe has produced, 

hath for many years born the principal ſway in their counſels. But 


the ſtates of Peloponneſus, ſomewhat envious of her authority, have 


at length determined to deſtroy it. A violent peſtilence, and a ſtrong 
oppoſition to the meaſures of PERICLES, their chief adviſer in this 
war, are at the ſame time broke out among the citizens. PERICLES, 
with no other reſtraint on the caprice of his countrymen, than 


what his own diſcretion can command, withſtands the clamours of 
| VOL. I. Fr | party, 
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LETTER party, and the ſtouteſt efforts of ſedition. However, he cannot hold 

it long; for I eaſily conjecture, from the preſent poſture of affairs, 
that his enemies will never leave him, till they have wreſted the reins 
of power from his hands. But more of this, when I ſhall enjoy the 
honour of thy company and converſation in the town of Athens, 


which is the place of my reſidence and buſineſs. 


In the mean time give me leave to fay, that I wiſh the improve- 
ment thou receiveſt from thy travels, may be equal to thy laudable 
thirſt after knowledge: at leaſt I know the reſult of them will, one 
day, be applied to the glory and ſecurity of our ſovereign and the 
Perſian empire. Thus, inſtead of meanly depending on the noble 
actions of thy anceſtors, as the only merit thou canſt boaſt, thy repu- 
tation will be as much ſuperior to theirs, as thy virtues are ſuperior. 
By this means thou wilt reflect a luſtre on the fame of thy fathers; 


thou wilt become an honour to thyſelf and family; an ornament and 


. to thy friends and thy e Adieu. Ln 
Ch 


I had Almoſt forgotten to tell thee, that by the goodneſs of the 
king I am permitted to retire to Salamis, during the infection of the 
plague. 8 8 


LETTER ME 
„„ CLEAN DER 7 HYDASPES- 


HY accounts of the marriage at ECBATANA, and the thankſgiv- 
ing ſacrifice on the hills of Suſa, were ſo kindly and agreeably 
written, that I ſhould appear inexcuſably negligent in the cultivation 


of that friendſhip, which I elteem an honour to my character, if I 
buffered 
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| {ſuffered a want of equal materials to plead my excuſe for not anſwer- 


F 


LETTER 
8 


ing them. It is needleſs to trouble thee with a long relation of the di- 


treſs of the Athenians, ſince, beſides the exact information thou haſt 
already met with, I am afraid it would prove a very melancholy re- 
turn to the pleaſing cheerfulneſs of thy letters. But if pleaſures of 
a private nature, in which thy friend 1s concerned, can add any thing 
to the ſatisfaction thou receiveſt from thoſe of a public one, I will 
give thee a deſcription of my retirement into Salamis, during the con- 


tagion of the plague ; and the manner in which I employ my leifure 
hours. My old patron PHILEMON, through a laudable zeal in the 


ſervice of his country, reſolves to abide in the city, though at the 


peril of his own life. In the mean while, he has entruſted me with 


the charge of his family, and has ſent us to his country-ſeat in this 
place, which is ſituated but a few furlongs from the coaſt of Attica. 


Salamis is a ſmall iſland of about two hundred and twenty ſtadia in 


circumference, remarkable for a complete victory gained over the fleet 


of RERXEs by the conduct of TRHEMISTOCLES. It contains within: 
that little compaſs a moſt ſurprizing variety of hills and vales, rocks 
and plains, rivers and meadows, fruitful fields and ſpacious lawns. 


Theſe are diverſified with many beautiful villas, belonging to the 


principal citizens and magiſtrates of the town of Athens. Several 


plantations of fruit and foreſt trees, all ſtrangers to the ſoil and cli- 
mate of Perſia, are here cultivated by the ſkill of the careful inhabit- 


ant; and contribute in a great meaſure to the romantic air and con- 
fuſion of the landſcape. On the ſummit of a lofty mountain, in the 


very middle of the iſland, you are preſented with the nobleſt and moſt | 


extenſive proſpect in the world. One view to the north (to ſay 


nothing of the pleaſant country lying at your feet) commands Me- 
gara and Athens, with the ſhips in the Pirzan harbour, through a 
conſiderable tract of land into the territories of Bozotia, Towards the 


. 5 5 ſouth, 


60 


L BTTER ſouth, the cities of Argos, Mycenz, and Epidaurus, riſe full before 


XIX. 


pour eyes. To the eaſt, you are ſoon ſtruck with thoſe numerous . 
Iſles, called the Cyclades, which appear like ſo many pointed rocks 
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diſperſed over the Egean ſea; and to the weſt, you ſurvey the Iſth- 
mus, with the ſtately buildings of Corinth. The houſe and gardens 
of my friend are plain and homely, unadorned with the pride of 


_ eaſtern magnificence, and improved by the Attic elegance of their 
owner. I frequently compare them with thoſe of Alcinous in the 


Grecian Homer ; and find the ſame ſimplicity in both, free from the 
falſe ornament and pomp of luxury. My time has of late been a good 
deal taken up (when the buſineſs of the king would permit me) in 
the peruſal of the Grecian poets and hiſtorians. As thy curioſity will 
perhaps make thee deſirous of being acquainted with their names and 


writings, I will fill this diſpatch with the cleareſt account I Have been 
able to obtain of them, | 


For this purpoſe I ſhall begin with thoſe, who have done moſt ho- 
nour to the art of poetry; ſince it was originally the chief vehicle, by 
which the knowledge of government, religion, or philoſophy, was 


conveyed to the dark underſtandings of mankind. The firſt founders 


of the fabulous theology are uncertain. Linus, ORenevs, and Mu- 
sus are remembered with ſome general marks of eſteem, even in 
theſe ages of Greece. But their hiſtory is too uncertain and fictitious 
to bear a ſerious relation, We muſt deſcend therefore immediately to - 
Hom ER, who was at once the firſt and greateſt poet of antiquity. 
The ſubject of his admired performance is the ſiege of Troy, and the 
adventures of the Grecian heroes, particularly of ULyssEs, on their 
returning, after a long abſence, to their native kingdoms. He is ſaid 
to have flouriſhed between two and three hundred years-after the 
deſtruction of that potent empire; and the Greeks retain ſuch an 
high veneration for his memory, that many towns ſtill contend for 

: the 
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the honour of his birth. Smyrna carries the faireſt title of them all; LETTER 


XIX. 


in confidence whereof ſhe has erected a temple to his name, and the 1 


people worſhip him with the facred rites of adoration. Conſider 
him in his perſon and fortune, he is repreſented as a ſtrolling indi- 
gent bard. Conſider him in the qualities of his mind, poſſeſſed of 
every natural and acquired endowment human nature is capable of, 
it is impoſſible to refuſe him that reverence and regard, which is ſo 
juſtly due to the © father of the Grecian poets.” At the ſame time 


I cannot be of their opinion, who aſcribe the riſe of all military and 


civil policy, religion and learning, to the genius of Homrr. It is 
enough to tranſmit his praiſe to the lateſt poſterity, that the warmth 


and ſpirit of his expreſſion is equal to the ſtrength and loftineſs of 
his thought, and the boldneſs of his imagination to the fertility of it. 


To this give me leave to add, that the beauty and contrivance of his 


fables, the muſic and variety of his numbers, and the regular com- 
poſition of the whole, have raiſed the dignity of epic. poetry in its 


infancy, if not at its very birth, to an inimitable period of perfection; 'E 


inſomuch that futurity ſhall wonder, without being able to arrive at 
it. HESIOD was a native of Cuma in Etolia, and removed ſoon 


after his birth to Aſcra in Bœotia. His writings are eſteemed next 
in antiquity and value to thoſe of HouER. Some have wantonly 


made them contemporaries, and pretend to ſay, that Hzs10D' got the 
better of HoMER in a poetical diſpute. But this is highly improba- 
ble, ſince it may be confeſſed, without detracting from his real merit, 
that HEs10D is by no means his equal. Beſides, the nature of their 
talents is as different, as the ſtyle of their poems. The one excels 
more in ſublimity than in accuracy; is leſs indebted to art than to 
nature ; more engaged in the tumults of war, than the quiet of re- 


tirement. The other is rather ſtudious of plainneſs than ſublimity ; 


leſs fond of ornament, than propriety ; more addicted to the images 


of a rural life, than the buſy ſcenes of a public one. The ſimplicity 
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of his parts, and the agreeable ſoftneſs of his diſpoſition, are evident 
from his choice of a ſtyle between loftineſs and meanneſs, which i is 
well ſuited to the undiſturbed tranquillity of his ſtation and temper; _ 
His ſucceſs in this kind: of poetry is ſufficient to juſtify his claim to 

the ſecond rank, without ever placing him in competition with 
Houxx for the firſt. They tell an odd ſtory of him, which ſhews 
him to have been a man of either humour or caprice. For acciden- 
tally as he one day overheard a potter at his daily labour ſinging 
ſome of his verſes with an ill accent and cadence, he threw himſelf 
down on the poor man's brittle property; at which the fellow im- 
mediately cried out, © why do you ſpoil my work?“ « Becauſe,” 

anſwered Hzs10D, © you ſpoil mine.” 5 


 ALczvs excelled in a different way both from Homzr and HE- 
'$10D ; but was more defirous of acquiring reputation in the capa- 
city of a ſoldier and a patriot, than in that of a poet. His pretenſions 
however to the two former, are not ſo well grounded as his preten- 
ſions to the latter. For as to his military glory, it appears, that in a 
battle between the Athenians and Mytileneans he fled ſuddenly from 
the engagement, and diſhonourably left his ſhield in the poſſeſſion of 
an enemy. And as to his zeal in the ſervice of his country, not- 
withſtanding his violent oppoſition to the meaſures of PIT TAcus, 
the prudent tyrant of Mytilene, he was ambitious of aſpiring to that 
arbitrary command, which he blamed in the hands of another. All 
his writings are in the lyric ſtrain, and compoſed in a very fine mea- 
ſure peculiar to himſelf. He has happily united cloſeneſs with mag- 
nificence, ſpirit with correctneſs, and the utmoſt ſtrength of judg- 
ment with the warmth of fancy; and though his muſe is generally 
employed in matters of love and gallantry, yet he always ſhews 
himſelf fit for ſubjects of a nobler nature. Since I have mentioned 


ALczus, I tous not omit his famous nn rap SAPPHO, who 
flouriſhed 


) 


* 4 2 


— 


flouriſhed in Mytilene about the forty-fo urth olympiad, and was a L K r R 


woman of no great beauty, but of infinite delicacy and wit ; enough, —— 
one ſhould have thought, to atone for her other defects. She diſ-—- e 
dained the moſt paſſionate addreſſes of ALczvus; and upon his 

whiſpering to her one day, that he had ſomething to tell her, but 

« was aſhamed of it,” ſhe anſwered with a juſt indignation, © 1 | 4 
if he had no reaſon to be aſhamed of it; he would not conceal it.” 8 =—_— 
Her cruelty to him is the more remarkable, becauſe ſhe was much 
enamoured of one PHAON, whoſe unkindneſs in leaving her, as it 

was the occaſion of her fineſt performances, ſo it was the cauſe of 

her death. She had a wonderful vein of inſinuation and ſoftneſs, 

which, even now, gives her writings fuch a powerful ſway: over the 

tendereſt affeQions of human nature. There is ſomething ſoggrace- 

ful and unaffeed i in her expreſſion and ſentiments, ſo ſmooth and 

harmonious in her numbers, that the title of tenth muſe,” be- 

| ſtowed on her by the common voice of Greece, is no more than a _ 
due teſtimony of Mi to the merit * her poetry. | 5 1 


Ae was a native of Paros, _ held 3 in eſteem as a poet, 
about the ſame time with SaPPHO and ALczus. He generally 
paſſes among the Greeks for the! inventor of a peculiar meaſure, called 
Iambic verſe; but a man of learning aſſured me, that there is a piece 

of HomtR's, named Margites, ſtill extant, that proves the contrary. 
His way of writing is ſtrong and nervous, ſhort and pointed, witty 
and ſatirical, but tinctured with ſo much gall and malice, that he 
himſelf profeſſes, e he could ſpare neither friend nor foe.” They 
tell a remarkable ſtory of him, that one LycaMmsEs having offered 
him his daughter in marriage, and afterwards refuſed to give her, 


ARCHILOCHUS laſhed them with ſuch rancour and ſeverity, that he 
and his daughter both 1 chemſelves. 


2 * 


Some 


LETTER 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


/ 


- Some years after lived ANACREON of Teos in Ionia, a man we 


— cath and pleaſure, dividing his time betwixt the amuſements of wine, 
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love, and poetry. He was ſo profeſſed an enemy to care and buſi- 
neſs, that when his patron POLYCRATEs of Samos made him one 2] 
day a preſent of five talents, it diſturbed his fleep; ſo he carried it 
back again the next, and told him, © that how conſiderable ſoever 
&« the ſum might be, it was not a reward equal to the trouble of pre- 
« ſerving it.” His writings are agreeable to the freedom of his be- 
| haviour ; fo that he draws a very lively picture of his own character 
in the ſeveral touches of nature, that are to be found in his odes and 
ſonnets. We may compare his muſe to his miſtrefs; ſhe ſeems airy, 
looſe, and negligent, and is dreſſed up with more art, the more ſhe 
hides fhe appearance of it. He lived eighty-five years in one con- 
tinued ſeries of health and retirement. To make his death con- 
formable to his life, he is ſaid to have been choaked with a n 
ſtone in his wine. 


T ſhall not trouble thee with any memoirs of Ale MAN, BAcchx- 
LIDES, IByCUs, STESICHORUS, and SIMONIDES ; though they ex- 
celled each in their different way, and the laſt of them hath particu- 
larly recorded, in verſe, the four fights of MARATHON, THER- 
MO PVL, SALAMIS, and PLATZA. But of all thoſe, who contri- 
buted to ſupport the grandeur of the lyric muſe, PinDAR muſt be 
mentioned with moſt regard. His poems were compoſed in honour 
of ſeveral conquerors, at the Ifthmian, Pythian, Nemeæan, or 
Olympic games; and give us a notion of the higheſt tranſport and 
| elevation, to which this art can be advanced. His deſigns are · ſo vaſt, 
his ſtyle ſo daring, his thoughts ſo ſtriking and uncommon, that it 
requires as much attention to read him, as to imitate others. He has 
often been cenſured as too unbridled and irregular; yet this is not 
the leaſt of his beauties, ſince an ode is intended more to raiſe our 


fancy, 


en * x A : 
2 5 Reder — = 
e, 


e 
ns ES 


r 1 I 8 * 

. 

ES 92 1 r 

wo STO ne FAS 

1 * e n 3 
EE NELLY n DEI 1 = 
Apa Fg: 1 THE, 1 1 

l 1 * 


VV 
5 „ 185 . 
. 
i e VE. 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 65 


5 0 than to inform our judgment. It is adapted to the fire and LETTER 
majeſty of PIN DAR; his imagination is on the wing; he cannot 
ſtay for words to expreſs himſelf methodically; he uſes the boldeſt 

ſort of painting ; he gives us a general likeneſs of his hero, without 

finiſhing the features. Thus has he triumphed over the labours of 

art, and extorted this approbation from mankind, that he alone is the 

perfect and unrivalled maſter of the Grecian Lyre.” The Athe- 

nians pride themſelves to this day in an act of uncommon genero- - 
ſity, which they performed towards this admired poet. His own 
countrymen, the Thebans, having fined him in a large ſum of money, 

for the particular regard he pays every where to Athens in the courſe 

of his odes, and his neglect of Thebes, that was his native city, the 

people of Athens honourably diſcharged the fine, and proved them- 

ſelves not unworthy of the 5 eſteem which Pr NOAR had con- 

ceived for them. | 


1 ſhould proceed in the next place t to the dramatic 7 of 
Athens, and the writers of hiſtory: however, as to the former, thou 8 
wilt forgive me, if I ſay nothing of it at preſent, ſince it really ſeems 
ſo interwoven with the frame of the Athenian conſtitution, that. an 
account of it would hardly be ſo proper for the peruſal of a friend, | 
as of a miniſter of ſtate: and as to the latter, I muſt delay the little 
materials I have collected upon that ſubject, to another letter. But 
I detain thee too long from the preſence of thy prince, whoſe affec- 

= tion thou haſt ſecured by the duty of thy obedience ; and whoſe - 
4 bounty, by the zeal of thy ſervice. Adieu. „ __ 


From Salamis. | T7 | — 
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LETTER XX. 


CnawpuR to Sunrise the 1 


LE TTE R 0G miſeries of the eaſtern world, whilſt the plague laſted | in 


thoſe parts, much engaged my attention and my pity; and it 
5 as if the angry gods had intended by a variety of evils to, 


 extirpate the. race of mortals from the earth, But ſure their hotteſt 


vengeance: was. reſerved for theſe devoted regions, and is now in- 
flicted in the moſt complicated calamities that ever have befallen 
human kind. For that. haſty and inviſible deſtroyer, which had 


ravaged the Perſian empire, begins now to. ſpread itſelf through | 
theſe parts, at a. time when civil diſcord infeſts the Grecian ſtates, 
and depopulates their moſt flouriſhing communities, worſe than 


ever the Barbarian would have done. Who ſhall deſcribe the. 
terrors of the war, the ruins and devaſtations of many large and 
fruitful diſtricts, which ſuffer not more from hoſtile fury, than from 
the policy of their own native inhabitants? By them are the moſt 


cultivated plains converted into ſolitary deſerts ; while the bare neceſ- 
 faries, to ſupport a lingering life of miſery, are depoſited in the 


principal cities only. Beſides the numberleſs hardſhips which are 
undergone at Athens, while the whole people of Attica are pent up 
within the narrow bounds of that fingle metropolis, with theſe and 
many more circumſtances of their diſtreſs, the plague, which daily 
increaſes, muſt, among ſuch a ſwarm of unhappy families, make a 
far more terrible havock here than it has elſewhere done. Theſe 

miſeries, though I myſelf, by leave of our moſt gracious monarch, 
enjoy a ſecurer ſtation at Salamis, yet fill my mind with that con- 
fuſion and medley of paſſions, as if from a rock I beheld the toſſ- 


ings 
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ings of a tempeſtudus ocean, and ſaw the ſhattered barks dini LE 45 E * 
in pieces amidſt the mercileſs ſhelves and waves. But ſay, vene- —— 
rable SMERDISs, who, in thoſe ſequeſtered ſhades ſacred to everlaſting 
peace, enjoyeſt the friendly intercourſe of ſuperior beings! whoſe 
hallowed foul, unruffled by the ſtorm of paſſions, and pure from 
every guilt, is a manſion for the great ORoMAsDEs ; whoſe calmeſt 
influence raiſes there no frantic tranſports, no unnatural emotions: 
ſay, why is ARIMANIUS permitted to diſturb and invert the order 
of OROMASDES's works? Whether from his influence, that the 
mind of man is ſo eaſily perverted, and refuſes to be under the 
guidance of thoſe principles, which alone could direct it aright. Is 
it, alas! by the inſtigations of this evil demon, that it turns aſide 
from the paths of virtue, and neglecting the true ſcheme of rational 
life _perplexes itſelf with many vain and painful defires, till it is at 
length bewildered in an endleſs labyrinth of hurtful purſuits? And is it 
then, that in conſequence of this depravity ſo far owing to his own 
malignant influences, that the curſt AxtMAn1us is afterwards per- 
mitted to exhauſt his utmoſt malice in puniſhing thoſe by all kind of 
natural evils, whom he himfelf hath ſeduced and rendered obnoxious 
to them? Will the good and g gracious ORoMAsDts fuffer this to be? 
Teach me to ſolve theſe difficulties ; inſtruct me better, if it be law- 
ful, in the circumſtances of our nature, and ſhew me how, amidſt all 
theſe intricacies, to maintain the power and juſtify the goodneſs of 
ORoMaAsDEs. Theſe indeed are ſpeculations which ill befit me, and 
to-which I have little time to attend in my preſent ſituation and em- 
ployment. But the miſeries, which are daily repreſented to me, poſſeſs 
my mind with ſuch ſolemn gloom, that I cannot forbear often to iridulge 
the anxious wanderings of my own thoughts therein. It is in thoſe 
peaceful manſions where you inhabit, that the mind is at liberty to 
examine into theſe abſtruſer doctrines; and enlightened by the eternal 
OroMasDEs, * reflect upon itſelf the 198 —_ of · his beloved 
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| XX, 
| | hmm rank them among the happieſt of my whole life, which I ſpent with. 


you in divine converſation, when I travelled into Bactria. How 
tranſported do I call to mind the hours when I was permitted to 
= mingle among the learned crowd, and lay at your feet, while you 
: preſided in the ſchools of the Magi! But how inexpreflible is the 
remembrance of ſome few happy times, when with you I wandered | 
in thoſe bliſsful paths, which heavenly contemplation ſeems before all . 
others to have choſen for her peculiar abodes. It grieves me, faith- Ll 
ful SMERDI1s, that any anxiety ſhould diſcompoſe you amidſt thoſe _ 
delightful ſcenes, much more, any about my ſafety. A true zeal for 
the ſervice of the Perſian monarch, to whom I am bound in the 
| ſtricteſt allegiance from the perſonal regards I owe him, has more 
than any other conſideration attached me to his intereſts. Whatever 
then be ordained my fate, I ſhall endeavour with the greateſt com- 
poſure to ſubmit to it. For that being, whom I have learnt among | 
you to adore with a purer worſhip, that immaterial and inviſible, call - 
him ORoMASDES, or whatever other name ſhall beſt expreſs him 
to us, however clouds and darkneſs at preſent are about him, or at 
leaſt involve our weaker underſtandings, cannot, I am perſuaded, 
„ . but be both powerful, juſt, and good; neither will I believe that he 
who ſincerely ſeeks to pleaſe him by acting virtuouſly, will i in the 
event of things be neglected by him. In the midſt of theſe cala- 
mities at Athens, the famous HIPPOCRATES is arrived there; a man 
ſo eminent for his excellent {kill and ſucceſs in phyſic, that the 
greateſt king thought no price too high to purchaſe him ; a man, 
whoſe upright integrity, undaunted conſtancy, and love of the 
Grecian name endears him to the Athenians beyond their greateſt 
benefactors, as his forementioned excellencies raiſe their eſteem and 
veneration for him, as if their god APOLLO or XF$SCULAPIUS were 
come down among them, And though it were preſumption : almoſt 
in 
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in any thing to differ from thee, (and ſurely thy zeal for the Perſian L E LE, ER 
glory, and extreme veneration of the great king, can never be too 3 


much applauded,) yet ſay, O gentle SMERD1s, can ſuch a man de- 
ſerve ſo ſevere a cenſure? The refuſal is indeed aſtoniſhing ; ſuch 
wealth, ſuch power, ſuch intereſt with the greateſt monarch of the 
world, were a bribe almoſt for the ſtricteſt virtue. But HI O- 
' CRATES can all this withſtand : amazing obſtinacy a Perſian would 
call it, ſince the ſubjects of the great king have learnt to fall before 
| his throne, and proftrate themſelves at his footſtool as to the ſhrine 
of ſome god; and I doubt not but cuſtom has ſo well reconciled to 
them a government, which the Greeks call lavery, that they do this 
with the heartieſt veneration for their ſovereign ; and where ſo ex- 
cellent a prince preſides, this may be perhaps the moſt perfect form 
of government. But as the genius and cuſtoms of countries vary, 
of courſe the manners of men muſt differ ; and a diverſity of cir- 
cumſtances will make that in one inſtance laudable, which were 
quite otherwiſe in another. To be born, educated, and converſe in 
the free ſtates of Greece muſt neceſſarily form the mind to principles 
of liberty, and ſettle in it very oppoſite notions of what is great and 
virtuous, to thoſe a Perſian will from his education imbibe. It has 
done fo all along while Greece retained its priſtine glory; and 
can there then be a more illuſtrious example of Grecian virtue, 
can the love of one's country be carried higher, or can inflexible 
honour and unbiaſſed greatneſs of ſoul be ſhewn in any inſtance that 
we is?: 5 
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to the Sabzan territories, the whole country ſeemed one 


| The rich produd of this happy land brought to my mind the 
fable of MyRRHA's transformation, and her deteſtable paſſion for 


ns which divide that diſtrict from the ſandy deſerts, 
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her father CI xX RAS. The fictions indeed of a poetical fancy are 


commonly as arbitrary as the ſtories of the vulgar are incredible and 
ridiculous; and yet many traditionary fables, however wild and im- 
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river Arnon, and their chief city is Areopolis. The country, as LE i 


ere 


we entered It farther and came nearer to Saba, ſtill grew more ra- 

viſhing, as well to the eye. as the. other ſenſes :. We ſaw in our 

way ſeveral wild aſſes and oſtriches of a large ſize, though both are 
more common in the deſerts beyond the mountains. The firſt are 

exceedingly. fleet, but the way of hunting them is by horſemen, 
placed up and down in different parts of the chace ; for the creature, 

after having. run ſome time, will ſtop, and: ſtand Rill, but regains, 

ground again ſo faft, that no ſingle horſe can keep up after it. Their 

fleſh is eſteemed by the luxurious in eating much nicer than that of 

veniſon.” The oftrich is not to be taken, becauſe when her feet fail 
her, ſhe can uſe her wings to eſcape. The ſpacious plains, that lie 

between the mountains, are garniſhed with the freſheſt herbage, and 8 
laid out by nature in the moſt beautiful garden, where the fertile 5 

ſoil teams with aromatic gums and the party- coloured bloſſoms of 
odoriferous ſpices. The fides of the mountains ſtill exceed the 

vallies in plenteouſneſs. There riſe the cleareſt ſprings, which, after 

they have run, among the hills, ſupply refreſhing rivers to water the. 

plains berieath. The hanging groves of palm- trees on the ſteepeſt | 

declivities ſhade the delighted traveller, while the impending rays of 

a more. genial ſun ripen the vegetable Juices, and amidſt the preg- 

nant minerals digeſt the rich ſeeds of gold f. Saba, the ancient 

metropolis of this happy land, is ſituated on an eaſy aſcent: the 

mountains that ſurround it riſe and fall i in ſhapes the moſt pleaſingly 

ſtriking and romantic, diſcovering. the ſummits of other hills be- 

yond them, which are ſeen in proſpect from the royal town, till the 

eye is loſt in an undiſtinguiſhed maſs of fainter riſings, blended by 

their diſtance amidft en 6 clouds. I call it the royal to WIL, 


* Tenoph. de Exped. yr. Ed Francof. lib. prim. p- all 
+ A gatharchidis Periplo, p- 63. 
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for a fort of kingly government Rill ſubſiſts 3 in it * nor have me 


— Arabians of this diſtrict been ever ſubj ected to a foreign power, as 


the Arabians in general are rather friends and allies to the Perſian 
empire, as they were before to the Aſſyrian, than vaſſals and tri- 
butaries to either; though upon ſome occaſions they have courted 
by preſents the favour of our mighty monarchs. The riches and 


grandeur of this place beſpeak it to have been the ſeat of many po- 


tent princes. The palace, the citadel, and the ruins of a library, 
ſhew the moſt expenſive ſtate of royal magnificence. The porticos 
of their public buildings are overlaid with gold; but the ſplendor of | 


ſome of their private houſes is incredible. A monument is ill 


ſhewn in an ancient temple, where they ſay is repoſed the ſacred 
duſt of a queen, once the wonder and glory of the Eaſt: a queen, 
whoſe genius was equal to the higheſt things, and her learning and 
knowledge proportionate to her genius. It was her thirſt after the | 

endowments of the latter, that induced her to travel into the diſtant of 

country of Judæa, with infinite pomp and magnificence, to viſit a. 
king renowned for the greatneſs of his wiſdom, the riches of his 


kingdom, and the proſperity of his reign. She proved him by hard 


queſtions, and diſcourſed with him on ſubjects of the moſt refined 
nature. His wiſdom, his riches, his 'proſperity, exceeded the re- 
ports of fame, and wrapt her in the deepeſt aſtoniſhment. Under 
her reign Arabia was a powerful and flouriſhing kingdom ; an 
epoch of its greatneſs more certain than the ancient times they boaſt, | 


of their kings reigning in Babylonia before the days of Nix us. She 


ruled with wiſdom and equanimity, beloved by her fubjects, and 


regarded by all as their common parent: her court was a college of 


lane men, where all were generouſly received, and met with ſuit- 


* Diod, Sicul. lib. ii. initio. Herod, Thal. c. 97. ibid. 91. & 9. ibid. lib. m. 8 
+ Syneel. | | 1 : 


able. 
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able rewards; who made any uſeful improvements in arts and ſeiences, LE TT E R 

or new diſcoveries in the knowledge of nature. Among other im 
provements , the Arabians are eſteemed to be {killed in augury ang 
ſoothſaying. Whether there is any certainty in this ſcience, it be. 

longs not to me to diſpute. Our great Cx Rus 1s reported to have 

paid a religious regard to augury. It is not improbable, that as 

the warmth and pleaſantneſs of the climate will allow them to lie 

out all the year in the fields with their flocks and cattle, - which, in 

ſeveral parts of this country, they are great dealers in, they may 4 
have made more obſervations than others upon the different flights | 1 
and motions, the various ſounds and voices, of the fowls of the air. e 4 

My ſhort ſtay here, in paſſing through the country, will not per- np 
mit me to make a ſtrict inquiry into their religious doctrines and T 

ceremonies. But the chief objects of their worſhip are the ſun 

and moon f, which they name in their language Urotalt and Alilat ; 

and to Urotalt is daily offered frankincenſe and myrrh in his temple . 

at Saba. They pay likewiſe a religious regard to the ſouls of their 

moſt eminent lawgivers and benefactors {, upon a perſuaſion, which 

has pretty generally prevailed throughout the world, and is a principle 

of the philoſophy of the Sabian Magi, that thoſe excellent perſons 

were benevolent demons, who from a ſuperior happy ſtate deſcended 

into mortal bodies, and were contented to ſubmit to all the incon- 


veniencies and evils of buman life, for the benefit and advantage of 
mankind. | | 


L Cicero, de Divin. lib. i. c. 42 
| + Herod. Thal. c. 8. Philoſtorg. in Phot. 1 & Theophraſt 
} Ana N glow o Baigeapor Napepoyles rilaicailts Tv; abrdr mod trag, Ie vag 
c ſa N ara IIa rw xalanmioag Tov uTepepayioy Tomrov uToueivau kN N eg rd Toy 
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nn letter, Cr.pawDEs, has juſt reached me, in which 4 1 
nny— ceiveſt too high an opinion of my parts 'and improvements... Bot 
however incapable I am of anſwering thy expectations, or following 
thy excellent rules for the direction of my travels, I am glad theu 
| encourageſt me to unboſom to thee ſuch trivial obſervations, as A Va- 
riety of new objects will naturally ſuggeſt ; which to a young tra- 1 
veller, when the fancy is heated, and his thoughts diſtracted with _ 
repeated novelties, is next to the pleaſure he took in ſeeing the things = 1 
themſelves. I rejoice that thou art removed to Salamis, and that our” 


excellent monarch has ſuch a tender regard bog his able and faithful 5 
miniſters. Adieu. 15 ll” 


i 
L * 
' " * 


I. K TT. ENR . 
CLEANDER to GonRyas. N 


M. laſt . noble ſeribe, 8 a faithful account of W 
miſerable ſtate of Athens, under the afflicting circumſtances of 
a war and peſtilence united to diſtreſs them. The poſture of their 
affairs, ſince I wrote, has received no alteration, but what increaſes | 
their diſcontent, and adds to their misfortunes. Beſides the con- 
tinuance of the plague, the operations of this ſummer's campaign 
were not much in their favour. PERICLEs has been forced to raiſe 
the ſiege of Epidaurus, and is returned home with his. ſquadron, 
after waſting the coaſts of Peloponneſus, which is the only damage 
their enemies have received from this expedition. News is ſince : 
come, that the ſiege of Potidza goes on very ſlowly; ; the army be- 
fore that place being much weakened, as well by the ſallies of the 
garriſon as by the Plague, which a late reinforcement from Athens 


brought 
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brought among them. The Pelopotmnefina army aid not ſtay long L dn R 
in the territories of Attica; for hearing that PERRIcLERS was ravaging 
their country, and being apprehenſive of infection from the plague, 
they retired home, and are now diſperſed into their reſpective cities. 
The Lacedzmonians are preparing to invade the iſland of Zacynthus. 
The party oppoſite to PzrxICLEs take advantage of his ill ſucceſs at 
Epidaurus, to incenſe the people againſt him, who expected he 
would have made their domeſtic grievances more tolerable, by ex- 
tending their power and reputation abroad, CLEON accuſes him in 
every aſſembly, in his inſolent and declamatory harangues, as the ſole 
cauſe of the miſeries of Greece. He charges him with having in- 
volved his country in an expenſive war, purely for his own intereſt, 
and the preſervation of his own authority; and then waſting the 
public treaſure in fruitleſs expeditions, and ſuffering their enemies 
to inſult them at their gates, through cowardice and imprudence in 
the conduct of it. Another piece of flander is ſpread about, relat- 
ing to a decree of the Athenians againſt Megara, which prohibits all 
commerce between the two cities, makes it capital for : any native of 
Megara to be ſeen in the dominions of Athens, and enjoins the ge- 
nerals of the republic to make an annual invaſion of their terri- 
tories. This fevere decree the Lacedæmonians demanded to have 
reverſed ; which PzrIcLEs ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed, recriminating upon 
the Megareans for harbouring their revolted ſlaves, and murdering 
an Athenian herald. However, it is confidently affirmed here, that 
he promoted this affair with no other view than to revenge an in- 
ſult put upon his miſtreſs As PAs 1A by ſome young Megareans, who 
ſtole away two of her ſlaves. PERICLEs and his friends juſtify his 
_ meaſures at large, againſt all theſe accuſations. They repreſent, 
that whoever conſiders the fituation of affairs in Greece, muſt be 
convinced that the war wanted no incendiary to ſet it on foot, 
5 ſince i it owes its riſe to a very natural cauſe, the jealouſies of La- 
La 0 * cedzmon 
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larly of the former, as they thought it had riſen upon the ruins 


„of theirs; that the Athenians had paid more regard even to hi. 65 
< literal ſenſe of treaties than their enemies, who, before the war 
broke out, required them to ſatisfy the complaints of the Corin- 


thians ang Megareans without. farther: debate, though it was ex- 8 2 


r 
8 3535 


prefaly ſtipulated by. an article of the laſt treaty between the Gre- 5 


cian ſtates, that all controverſies ſhould. be referred to arbitrators, 2 | 
to be determined 1 in an amicable way, before either party had re 


courſe to arms; That many of the Lacedæmonians demands, : 


though not in themſelves unjuſt, were. yet rendered improper to : 
be granted, by the i imperious manner in which they were- urged ; 5 
and that a tame and ready ſubmiſſion to them would have been 
looked upon as a tacit confeſſion, i in the Athenians, of weakneſs | * 
and puſillanimity. They vindicate the management of the war, 
by laying it down as A clear maxim, that every ſtate ſhould exert 5 
its natural ſtrength in carrying one on; and that the Athenian | 
(6 ſuperiority, i in a-naval force makes it neceſſary. to form ſuch a plan 
„of operations as is moſt ſuitable to the ſea-ſervice: : That the 
Peloponneſian invaſion, of Attica can never be of long duration, 
becauſe the country furniſhes no ſubſiſtence for the forces; and it 
would be a raſh. attempt to beſiege ſo ſtrong and well-garriſoned a . 
city as Athens: That in the mean time their coaſts are expoſed, + 
their commerce ruined, and their ſquadrons not able to reſiſt thoſe | 
of the Athenians.” 1997 50 


This is the ſum of the charge on the one hand, and the defence ; 
on the other. Thoſe who exert themſelves with moſt addreſs in ; 


behalf of PERICLES, are his nephew ALCIBIADES, a young man 
of an aſpiring diſpoſition, and his old friend EPHIALTEs the orator, 


CLzoN, HyPEBRBOLUs, and ToLMIDEs, men of low birth, but | 
ſome 
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ſome popular talents, are the great oppoſers of his ieee L * 1 5 
And though I am far from thinking it faultleſs, yet, in the preſent — „ 
diſpute, I believe moſt argument will be found on his ſide, and the ä : | ; 

greateſt variety of ſcandal- on that of his adverſaries. However, RT "'Y 
things here are in a very fluctuating condition. At preſent the 99 
people ſhew themſelves ſo uneaſy at the continuance of the plague | „* 
and the war together, that in the laſt aſſembly embaſſadors were ſent 
to Lacedæmon to declare that they were ready to accept peace n 
any reaſonable conditions. But I hear the laſt letters from thence 

give no hopes of obtaining it. I ſhall conclude this diſpatch with 
mentioning; that HiryocRATEs of Cos was ordered, by a late de- 
cree, to be initiated in the ſacred myſteries, to be preſented with a 
crown of gold, to enjoy all the privileges of an Athenian citizen, - 
and to be maintained at the 8 _— for the reſt of his life. 


Such, potent eli are the e of virtue 4 the 

Gratiata's ſuch the incitements. to deſpiſe danger in the ſervice of 

their country! A crown, beſtowed by the free voice of the ſtate; 

a ſtatue erected to their honour ; or a mark of reſpect ſhewn to 

their poſterity; ; are ſufficient recompences for 'the moſt illuſtrious 

actions, and allowed to none but perſons of diſtinguiſhed merits. 5 
Whilſt they can attain theſe, they deſpiſe the treaſures of the Eaſt, e 
and account it more honourable to be a native of Athens or Sparta, OR” ns 
though upon the level with their fellow-citizens, than a ſatrap of Perſia, 

who has the ineſtimable diſtinction of approaching the n 

throne of the lord of Aſia. 75 


From Salamis, 5 5 eee ee 
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LETTER. 3 


AnTapuunNes to Gabe Fin the Forg it 7 Nyls, 4 near 
Ecbatana. | 


I + year in the hurry of your firſt arrival at Athens, if the diſordered 

| Rate of the province of Lydia, which was then added, by the king's 
goodneſs, to my former government of Sardis, did not furniſh me 2 
with a ſufficient excuſe. | = 


| | LETTER 1 SHOULD own myſelf unworthy the correſpondence you began laſt 


The erg and irregularities which, under the ſatrap my 
predeceſſor, had crept into the military and civil affairs of the pro- ; 
vince, as the management of the forces, the revenue, and the judi- 
cial proceedings, required not only an early, but in many caſes a 
ſevere correction. I was obliged to remove ſeveral of the chief of- 
ficers, to puniſh others as they deſerved, and to prefer thoſe who, 
for their abilities and integrity, were before neglected and diſgraced. 
But as the moſt neceſſary reformation ſeldom fails of making the 
promoter of it unpopular, complaints were made againſt me at court 
by the perſons removed, which, at the earneſt requeſt of their 
friends, occaſioned a particular order to the inſpectors, who are ſent 
annually through the provinces of the empire to examine the con- 
duct of the governors, that they ſhould make a ſtrict inquiry into 
mine. After a long and exact examination, I was declared to have 
acted, not only with impartial juſtice, but with the greateſt regard 5 
to the honour of the empire, and the ſervice of the king. And 
ſoon after the commiſſioners had made their report, I received a 
letter of thanks and approbation, _—_ with the king's own ſignet, 


5 5 | | | | beſides 


1 
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befides a eh Median oY a farther proof of the royal a 
The affairs of Lydia being now quiet, and proceeding in a regular CG 
well-ordered courſe, I took a journey this ſummer to viſit my friends 


at Ecbatana, and write to you from MzcaBrzus' s palace in the 


foreſt of Nyſa; where that great man entertains his friends with 
that humanity and politeneſs which are ſo natural to him. Hy- 


DAs PES, GoBRYas, and INTAPHERNES, the captain of the Im- 
mortals, lay aſide, now they are here, the manners of the court and 
the formalities of their offices; and converſe upon the terms of 
freedom without levity, and friendſhip without affected aſl 
However, that we may not quite forget our diſtinct employme nts, 
and think ourſelves transformed into Bactrian Magi, it frequently 
happens, that the miniſter is ſummoned to council, the ſecretary 
returns to his office, the chamberlain to his Ration in the palace, 

the commander to his quarters; and all of us attend the king to the 
chace, which, you know, is the uſual diverſion of the court. At 

the laſt hunting match on Mount Orontes, a fierce tiger leaped out 
of a cloſe thicket, and ſprung forwards towards the king, who was 
in the utmoſt danger. ARTYPHIUS, the ſon of Mroazrzus, ſtep- 
ped immediately before him, and with one ſtroke of his javelin 
laid the furious beaſt dead upon the ſpot. Nor was our generous 
lord unmindful of ſo. ſignal an inſtance of courage and reſolution ; 
for he preſented his deliverer with a gold chain worth 1000 darics, 
beſides adding the moſt obliging expreſſions of praiſe and eſteem. 
This accident has been the more talked of, as the father was for- 
merly diſgraced for the very ſame thing that now ben rewards 
to the ſon. But the caſe of the former gave riſe to an edict, de- 
claring it lawful to ſtrike a beaſt before the king had flungihis dart, 
which was before looked upon as the higheſt inſtance of diſreſpect. 
The Caduſians have, from their mountainous country, made an in- 
curſion upon the northern Parts of . taken a rich booty, and 
defeated | 


3 


„ ATRENIAN LETTERS, 
N 8 R defeated the PT who attempted to oppoſe their ravages. 1 K 0 
c troops lately marched towards thoſe frontiers, and ARTYPHIUS 
| ſet out to-day with a ſtronger detachment to reinforce them. His. 2 N x 
late brave action furthered not a little his advancement to be . 
in this expedition ; and as he is a young man of extraordinary ill 
and valour, it is not doubted but that he will ſoon reduce theſe bar- 5 
barians. I think vou will know all the court news, when I have 
told you that BAGoRAZEs, the eunuch, is made cup-bearer. Hy= _ 6 4 
'DASPES, the chamberlain, communicated your laſt letter to the 
| | company here, which gave them great entertainment. They are only, 
= | concerned that Perſia cannot afford materials of equal value for an 
Ws anſwer. Your friends think ſhortly of uſing your aſſiſtance in ne . 
| purchaſe of Grecian books and curioſities. Such commiſſions will 
N . not be the leaſt troubleſome part of your employment. Your re- 
. peated acknowledgments for the good offices I did you with the 
5 Perſian miniſters were quite unneceſſary; it is a ſufficient return « 
that you anſwer their higheſt ITO Tens, 
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MEOGABVYZz Us to crzAn bx. Few Echatana. 


HOUGH GOBRYAS has already 5 thee with . ap- 
probation thy accounts of the affairs of Greece are received, 
and in his laſt diſpatch had orders to open to thee the plan on which 
we determined to proceed i in relation to theſe Grecian quarrels, and 
the reaſons on which we formed it ; yet I by no means think myſelf 
diſpenſed from acknowledging thy letters, or expreſſing, as well the 
particular ſatisfaction they have given me, as the hopes I conceive, . 
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vices will produce others of Kill Greater FEY and I TEL * | 
| importance. The plague, that rages at Athens, makes us a little : 


impatient to know, whether it will produce an alteration in their 
meaſures; for affairs in a popular conſtitution are always ſo fluctu- 
ating and unſteady, that any preſent inconvenience or misfortune 
turns the courſe of their politics, and even ſhakes the foundations of 
their government. At the ſame time, though the [Athenians have 
already offered peace, I much queſtion whether the Lacedæmonians 
will accept it, without impoſing conditions the moſt diſadvantageous . Eh, 
to the commerce and greatneſs of the former; perhaps obliging ä 
them to leſſen the number of their ſhips, or give up the protection N + 
of the moſt uſeful of their allies. But if ever the Athenians ſubmit | Y 
to theſe terms, they will loſe the two chief ſources of their power 
and wealth, and be reduced to the ſame inconſiderable ſtate, from 
whence they were raiſed, in my ener by 4 the e and F555 
* of THEMISTOCLES. ES | | 


Nor will it be for the tina of Perſia, t that a bn or 
Athens ſhould obtain the ſuperiority over the reſt of Greece, or be 
able to influence their counſels. In that caſe, the ruling common- 5 = 
wealth would be always ready and. able to undertake ſome united - 85 ET - ll 
enterprize againſt Perſia, invade the fertile provinces of Aſia Minor, | 55 "= 
waſte our coaſts, encourage the diſaffection of our governors, always 
prepared, through fear of puniſhment for their oppreſſions, to ſhake | 
off their obedienee, and erect the provinces entruſted to their care 
into independent principalities. But I hope for better things ; ; that 
the ſpirit of our great Cyrus, which watches over the mighty em- 
pire he ſo gloriouſly founded, will preſerve the throne of his poſ- 
terity from ſuch inſults; that the peace we continue to enjoy, will 
help us to expel every noxious humour or latent venom of fraud, 
rapine, and W e from 1 the various parts of our government; ; 
r JV that 


* 
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LETTER that a ftrict exerciſe of military diſcipline may reflore to ws: thols 
— hardy troops, which ravaged the empire of the Eaft from the. A. 
ſyrians, and made us maſters of the wealth and pompous ſtruQtures 

of Egypt; and that a regular and ſteady purſuit of well- grounded - 
counſels may enable us to balance the diviſions of Greece, and pre- 
ſerve ſuch an equality of power amongft its different _ as to OR: 


the ſcale * whenever we e e 


The R ds with 3 of Corinth. $8, 
their head, are already on their way towards Thrace, where bes 
are ordered to execute a commiſſion with SiTALCEs, and from 
thence to repair to the court of our great. monarch. We ſhall not 
be in haſte to diſpatch them, but under pretence of examining the 
cauſes of their quarrel with Athens, and the motives they may offer 
to engage us in their alliance, detain them, till we ſee, whether the 
Athenians will follow them in applying for our aſſiſtance, or till the 
fortune of the war determines us which part it is moſt Aantage 
to Perſia to ſupport. In the mean time, continue to enquire, whe- 
ther the Athenians are informed of this embaſſy, and ſend us ſpeedy 
advice what reſolutions they take upon it, by which it will be very 

neceſſary for us to regulate our behaviour. Our curioſity is not leſs 
raiſed to know how PERICLEs ſtands his ground in this difficult ſitu 
ation. I cannot think they have any one conſi derable enough, 
either for abilities or authority, to ſucceed him in the chief manage- 
ment of their affairs. Be aſſured, CLEANDER, that however theſe 
fickle republics, founded in diſcord and mutability, change their 
favourites, becauſe the ſhining luſtre of their great qualities expoſe 
them to the malicious efforts of popular envy, the court of Perſia 
follows no ſuch maxim; the unjuſt cuſtom of oſtraciſm is not yet 
eſtabliſhed here. Thy merits, far from giving umbrage, ſecure to 
thee the Protection of chy prince and the eſteem of his miniſters; 
and 
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and far from: obſtructing thy advancement, or rendering thee liable LavTER 
to diſgrace, are the ſureſt and moſt honourable methods of furthering 


Ar mn en 


> by 52 F * 
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e XXV. 3 
Ons ius to „ CLEANDER. From Thebes i in ep. 


rrER we had 1er W and . in our way the Elites 
of Iſis and Ofirie at Nyſa, the pillare of which are inſcribed in 
the ſacred Egyptian letters, we paſſed the Idumæan gulf, and our . | = 
tour lay ſtrait for No-Ammon. This is the ancient Thebes of a 
Egypt, celebrated in the writings of the Grecian Homtex. The EE 
_ city is in circuit 140 ſtadia, but anciently took in a much greater 
compaſs; and both for the magnificence of its buildings, as well as 
the wealth contained within its walls, was eſteemed not only the 
moſt beautiful and noble one of Egypt, but of the whole world. 
From the long records of the Theban dynaſty, it appears to have 
been founded in the earlieſt times. It was taken by ſurprize , and 
firſt pillaged by the Carthaginians, when the riſing greatneſs of their 
republic began firſt to annoy the neighbouring ſtates. It was after⸗ 
_ wards invaded by the Affyrian, but fuffered moſt from the madneſs 
of CAmBYSEs, when he returned from his Ethiopian expedition; 
It was then that ancient temple here, the largeſt and richeſt of the 
four, ſo admirable for its beauty and greatneſs, was ſtript of its gold, 
ivory, and precious ſtones. However, the fabric is left © ſtanding, 


* Hanc inter exordia pandentis ſe hte Carthagini aa exercitu duces op- 
preſſere Prenorum. N : A. — lib. xvii. 
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"ts its circuit is 1 3 adds 45 a the hols 4; 


parent largeneſs. The many quarries of marble. and porphyry, of 


which the upper Egypt is full to the ſouth, had furniſhed them 
with materials; nor can we wonder that they found hands to raiſe 
ſuch ſtupendous works, when we are told that the ancient kings E 
Thebes carried their conqueſts as far as Scythia, Bactria, and India. | 
The city extends for a great length on both ſides the Nile; and in 
ancient times an hundred ſtables lay along the river, on the -Lybian 


ſide, from Thebes to Memphis, each of which would contain 200 


horſes, which were always ready for the ſervice of the ſtate and the 
quick diſpatches of public couriers ; and many of theſe remain to 


this day very entire... 1 57 Tee 


Among the principal 3 of FIRE is hays makes the Bn . 
ſtatue of MEMNoN *, which is of a ſtone called the Biſaltes, of the ; 

| hardneſs and colour of iron. Half of it from the head to the middle 
was broken off by CAMBYSES ; what remains is in a fitting poſture, : 
the feet and legs cloſed together. The ſound it utters at ſun-riſing 
reſembles that of the ſtrings of a lyre, that is cracked and out of 
tune: the ſound I am witneſs to, but cannot be ſure whether it 
came from the baſe or the ſtatue, or from any by-ſtander. Near this 


place | are concealed under-ground the moſt venerable remains of 


Egyptian antiquity, I mean the pillars of HERMES f. It was with 
much ſolicitation and difficulty I gained admittance to the place | 
where they were ſhewn, and by a particular favour of the prieſts, 


„ Plin. lib. xxxvii. c. 7. Pauſan. Att, p- 78. Philoſt. lib. vi. c. 3. 
+ Thebis trans Nilum ad Zupiſyas quas vocant ſtatua eſt reſonans. Pauſ. Att. p. 18. 
i . p- 40. b. Ammian. Marcell. lib, Xl. p. 232. 


for 


with a wall 2 24 fot \ 45 J 

broad. There are about the city innumerable coloſſal ſtatues and 

obeliſks of one entire ſtone; and theſe form, on every ſide of this . | 
famous capital, - thoſe ſtately avenues which add ſo much to its ap- EY 


a 
7 
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* which 14 am indebted to PHARNUCES, the governor. W 
encloſure of an ancient edifice, a . of the ſacred books a 
other monuments, you deſeend a great depth by rough and craggy 
ſteps in the rock; the place ſeems to ebe formerly dug into as 
a quarry. At the bottom a large gap opens before you, through 
' which I was conducted into ſeveral dark chambers by perplexed 
winding paſſages, till at laſt 1 diſcovered a diſtant glimmering light, 
which directed me through a long narrow avenue, the farther end 
of which opened into a ſpacious cave. The ſtrange ſolemnity of 
the place muſt ſtrike every one that enters it with a religious horror; 
and is the moſt proper to work you up into that frame of mind, in 
which you will receive, with the moſt awful reverence and aſſent, 
whatever the prieſt who attends you is pleaſed to reveal concern- 
ing the wonderful monuments depoſited therein. Towards the 
farther end of the cave, or within the inmoſt receſs of ſome pro- 
digious caverns that run beyond it, you hear, as it were a great way 
off, a noiſe reſembling the diſtant roarings of the ſea, and ſometimes 
like the fall of waters daſhing againſt rocks with great impetuoſity. 
The noiſe is ſuppoſed to be ſo ſtunning and frightful, if you ap- 
proach it, that few, they ſay, are inquiſitive enough to ſearch far 
into thoſe myſterious ſportings of nature. It put me in mind of 
thoſe caverns of the Magi, under the mountains of my native 
Perſia, where, by a ſtrange reverberation of ſounds in thoſe hollow 
cavities, at firſt you hear à confuſed murmur, like the noiſe of 
numerous armies at the onſet of the battle; as you proceed farther, 
the noiſe thickens upon you as in the heat of an engagement; at laſt, 
it reſembles the ſhouts and acclamations of a victory. The arrange- 
ment of the lamps in this cave is exceeding beautiful. There are 
u pillars from the ground to the height of the vault, er 
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| C Clemens Alexand. Strom, lb. vi. 
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LE, left i in that faſhion when part of the 1 rock T_ exes- 
— vated, and the lamps hang about them from the bottom to the 
top. Surrounded with theſe pillars of lamps are each of thoſe ve 
nerable columns, which I am now to ſpeak of, inſcribed in 
hieroglyphical letters with the primeval myſteries of the Egyptian 
learning. They are ſaid to have been placed here by an | 
" TrISMEGISTUs *, a ſage as highly reverenced amongſt the yptians, 
as ZOROASTER is with us. To him f they aſcribe the contrivance 
of letters, and the firſt forming of articulate ſounds, and every c other 
invention of chief uſe to human life. They will not ſettle his anti- 
quity ; only told me, that theſe pillars had withſtood the firongeſt 
ſhocks of nature, and remained firm and entire, when an univerſal 
deluge laid waſte and ſhattered this terraqueous globe. The ſame 
perſon, I obſerve, they generally call THOTH, or ATHOTHES {| 
To this MER URx is attributed the famous computation of 36,525 J 
years, in which period of time he ſuppoſed the ſeveral heavenly 
bodies did exactly go through all the relations, which they could 
have in their motions, to one another, and came round to the ſame 
point from which all their courſes began; and upon theſe pillars, 
ſay the prieſts, he has given a perfect demonſtration of it. To 
theſe their hiſtorians have recourſe for the ancient annals of this 
country. From theſe pillars, and the ſacred books, they maintain 
that all the philoſophy and learning of the world has been derived. 
From theſe the ancient ORemevs borrowed his celebrated ſyſtem _ 
of the origin of things, To theſe PYTHAGORAs and THALES 
were indebted for thoſe diſcoveries which have eſtabliſhed their re- 
putation to all ſucceeding ages. It was my good fortune to be here 
at a time when a great ſacrifice and luſtration to the myſterious 
FHLERMES, or MERCURY, was to be ſolemnized within the bowels 


* Or rather Mer-Cheres Triſmegiſtus. | f 1 Diod. Sic. lib. i. 
by RES: of 
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time only it is granted, and that ee, eee 5 
vour and courteſy, to ſome ſtranger of rank and diſtinction, to be | 
admitted within theſe hallowed caverns. At other times only the 
tedious diſcipline and preparations which PyTHAGORAS for thirty 


years underwent, to be 1 initia itiated into their myſteries, would OT . 
one to be admitted to theſe facred monuments. | 


— 


Ihe city Ko its ee name Grab the god Aunurx, whom 
dg JueiTER.' He is the ſame. with SATURN, or 5 1 
Cnkoxvs, the father of Osinis. From his other names, which . _, 
are TuAuus “ and CHAMus, the whole land ſtill retains at Thebes 

the name of Chemia f. He is repreſented with the face of a ram; 

and in Thebais the killing of that ſpecies of animals would be 

puniſhed as a moſt heinous and capital offence, which may be done 
but one day in the year, in the feſtivals of their god; and then a 
ſingle ram is ſlain, and his ſkin 4 fleaed off to be hung upon the 
ſtatue of Au uu; and the image of HERcULES muſt be br 
and ſet before it ; be 


ecauſe it is ſaid the god appeared in that manner 1 — 

to HERCULES, upon his earneſt and preſſing inſtances to ſee him. = 
The carcaſe of the ram is afterwards beaten by all that attend at the 
folemnity, and then ned; in one of the lacred repolitories, 


It is a tradition ho $, that the firſt prieſteſſes 4 the Libyan 
oracle of JurirER AMMUN, and of the Dodonæan oracle i in Oreece, 


were taken away, and ſold by the Fance into a countr 
out of Thebes. 
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CLEANDER 7 e > From Sunny. MN 
INE my laſt Hfpatch, noble ſerie, the fate of Athens kay con- 7 
tinued in a perpetual ferment.” The jars and cabals of oppoſite. | 

factions, the calamities of the plague, the weight and charge of the 

war, a general diſlike of the preſent meaſures, and no unanimity in 5 

a ſteady purſuit of others, have by turns occaſioned the utmoſt per- 


- plexity in the counſels, and impatience 1 in the tempers, of this 


Ie . bey had n to 1 een dechireld at t their 
return, that peace could be obtained on no terms, but ſuch as were 
abſolutely diſadvantageous and unreaſonable. When the preſent 
condition of their affairs was debated in an extraordinary aſſembly, 
PERICLES roſe, and with a reſolution not to be daunted by the cla- 
mours of his adverſaries, and a ſtrength of argument which they 
were unable to confute, endeavoured to ſoften the irritated minds of : 
the people, to raiſe their drooping ſpirits, and to turn their reſentment 
from himſelf upon the Lacedzmonians. He repreſented to them, 
That the reaſons which induced him to enter into this war were 
* ſtill the ſame, and received no alteration from the croſs accidents 
„of fortune; which it was impoſlible for the moſt refined human | 
« prudence to foreſee or prevent: That the misfortunes of parti- 
« culars ought not to make them negle& the common intereſt of the 
” whole, 3 
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bravery and independence: That whilſt they continued maſters of 93 


à the ſea, the ravages of their lands, or the loſs of their country- 


« ſeats, were not to be regarded ; theſe might eaſily be recovered : 
4 but if they ſuffered their ſpirits to fink, and deſpaired of ſucceſs, 
they would not only be deprived. of ſuch ornamental advantages, 


but of the moſt eſſential one of all, in which conſiſted the very 


« being of cheir republic, their liberty. Therefore (concluded he) 
leave off blaming your governors for an event that ſeems inflicted 


< by the hand of Providence; ſince evils from Heaven are to be e 5 


* patiently ſubmitted to, thoſe from men to be valiantly oppoſed: 


„ Rouze up, Athenians, your ancient reſolution and generoſity; - 
« ſend no more heralds to the Lacedzmonians, | and ſhew yourſelves 
„ as well worthy as able to maintain your pretenſions of being at 


e the head of Greece.“ I have given this ſhort account of PR- 


RICLES' 8 ſpeech, that the Perſian miniſters might have an idea both 175 


of the manner of addreſſing the people i in theſe democratical govern- 
ments, and of that particular force and vivacity which diſtinguiſh 
the eloquence of this great ſtateſman. He obtained part of what 


he contended for ; the aſſembly reſolved that no more overtures of 


peace ſhould be made to the allies; but at the ſame time, in the 
height of their warmth and violence, deprived him of his command, 
and fined him fifty talents, upon the motion of CLEON and S1MM1As. 
Thus PeRICLEs, who has ſo long diſpoſed, almoſt abſolutely, of the 


” treaſures, forces, and honours of Athens, is reduced by a ſingle vote 


to the condition of a private citizen; undiſtinguiſhed by any, ex- 


cept his former reputation and eminent abilities, which ſpread ſuch | 
a luſtre round him, that no artful colouring of his adverſaties can 


ever deface. Nay, perhaps, to a philoſophic eye he appears greater 
in his diſgrace, which he bears with temper, than adorned with all 
the glory of external * and The death of ſeveral 
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advice in what hands the adminiſtration ſeems moſt likely to be 


formation muſt prove diſagreeable, for the Athenians are now 


lodged ; whether in a ſet of new favourites, or (as ſeveral imagine) 


in thoſe of the old one. I come now to anſwer the particular di- 


rection thou gaveſt me concerning the Peloponneſian embaſſy, we 
has been ſince repeated by MEGABYZus ; and I am ſorry my in 


quainted with the deſign on which the embaſſadors are ſent S 


' SiTALCEs and our great maſter, and the route, they are to take. 


of them are not publicly known, and are kept as ſecret as any 
can be in a popular government, I have no room to doubt that 
contain a demand that the Peloponneſian embaſſ put 
into their hands; in which requeſt they pe to be allilted * 1 


Yeſterday the ſenate diſpatched a courier, with private orders to 
their miniſters at the court of SITALCES ; and though the contents | 


DOCUs, the ſon of the Thracian prince, who was laſt” year made. a 
citizen of Athens. AR18TEvUs, the chief of the embaſſy, is parti- 
cularly aimed at: it appears that the revolt of Potidea, and the 


troubles in Thrace, are owing to his contrivance. Might I preſume 


to adviſe the Perſian miniſtry, if this letter arrives in time, ſome 


perſon of addreſs and ſkill in the Thracian manners ſhould be ſent; on 


the part of the king, to SIT ALRS, and endeavour, either by menaces 


or bribes, to prevent ſo baſe a compliance. But thou muſt receive 


advice of the iflue of this matter much ſooner from Py ARNABAZUS, 


8 the governor of the Helleſpont, than from hence. I cannot, how 


ever, help expreſling my concern for the ſafety of theſe embaſſadors. 


The Athenians, in their en e ungoveraable diſpoſi- 
tion, | 
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4 at the warm reſentment they expreſs againſt the 
nians, are not * to pay 1 TY to their ſacred rights. 


7 fhall take the firſt opportunity of moins to 1 os 


| ever it, can be done without danger of infection from the plague. 


E, 


XXVI. 


In the mean time, illuſtrious ſatrap, permit 1 me to return my humbleſt : + 


acknowledgments for the honour of the confidence thou repoſeſt in 
me; unworthy as Lam to partake in the councils of Perſia, I will 
at leaſt make no ill uſe of thoſe entruſted to my ſecrecy, but punc- 
tually obſerving the orders 1 receive, and regulating my own con- 
duct by the rules they preſcribe, I will endeavour to ſupply all de- 


ficiencies i in ee and n 1 the zeal and integrity of 5 


my ſervice, SEES N 1 155 P. 
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| Crranpzs to C Onsauns. From Samt. 
w ou LD. * 8 8 noble EO to 21 if not the 3 
and lively ſtile, which embelliſhes thy letters, at leaſt that Judi- 
cious choice of materials in them, which joins ſo artfully inſtruction 
to ornament; and I imagine, that a ſhort ſurvey of the preſent ſtate 


of Grecian. philoſophy will not- be an unentertaining ſpeculation to 


one of thy improved and e e curioſity. Beſides the general 


uſe of an inquiry, which lays before us a kind of hiſtory of human 
reaſon, of the diſcoveries it is capable of making, the exalted 


heights to which it can attain, and the gradual and regu 


by which it proceeds in the ſearch of uſeful truth, I pleaſe myſelf 
with thinking 


\ ſteps 


„that a particular advantage, with regard to thee, will 


attend my diſcuſſing this Nene. For as Egypt oy be called the 


of | parent 
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. ſoil of ſcience, PLING whewih: the Greek — ranſ 


planted inany doctrines taught in the colleges of the prieſts, to ul- 


tivate them afterwards in their own ſchools; it is probable, that a "YI 
view of the chief tenets maintained | in the latter will further thy 1 I 
quiries into the more myſterious learning of the former, which muſt. | 
reciprocally throw in light upon ſome obſcurities in the conduct and | 
notions of thoſe who, by their long ſtay in Egypt, received no ſmall 
tincture of the manners of their inſtructorz. The Greek philoſophy . 
is at preſent divided into two. principal ſects, the Tonic, which was 
founded by THALES the Mileſtan, and the Italic, which owes its | 
riſe to PYTHAGORAS. THALES was born in the 35th olympiad, 
and is remarkable for being the firſt Grecian who taught a regular : 
ſyſtem of philoſophy, and left a ſucceſſion of diſciples behind him 
to eſtabliſh and maintain it. In the earlier part of his life he tra- 
velled into Egypt, and during a reſidence of ſeveral years there, ap- 


plied himſelf with ſuch genius and ind | 


of Cxoksus king of Lydia; and contrived to make the river 


Halys fordable for the army of that prince, by drawing off the water 
into trenches, On his return to Greece, he lived in a learned 1 re- = 


tirement, dividing his time between the culture of his favourite 


ſtudies, geometry and aſtronomy, and the inſtruction of his folk. 


25 e 


r 


to the ſciences, under 
the direction of the prieſts, that he became able at laſt even to in- 


ſtru& his maſters; and, it is faid, ſhewed them how to meaſure the 
height of the pyramids, He was afterwards employed in the ſervice | 


lowers, who held him in the utmoſt veneration. He has left ſever: oF 
moral precepts on record ; but is moſt celebrated for his knowledge 2 
of nature. He taught, that water was the principle out of which 
the Supreme Being created all things; that the univerſe is filled with 7 


inviſible ſpirits, who jinſpe& the actions of men; that the earth is 


ſituated 1 in the middle of the world, and moves round its'own center. 


He v was the firſt among the Greeks who ealculated. cclipſes of the ſun ” 
and 


I 8 
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Shiloſophic eye as 5 they Es 10 een e TN en 
and various nature; a diſcovery which alone ought to recommend 
his name to the eſteem of poſterity. He died in the ninety-ſecond 

year of his age, whilſt he was preſent at the Olympic games, and 

ANAXIMANDER ſucceeded him in the Tonic ſchool. There is little 

known of this philoſopher, except that in ſome points he did not a 


adhere to the doctrine of his maſter; particularly h he held, that there 
was nothing in the univerſe but an: immenſe matter endowed with 
nan infinite motion; and that in the fruitful boſom of the immenſe 
matter, every thing was produced by an eternal revolution of forms. ; 
By eſtabliſhing this ſyſtem, he excluded, at leaſt tacitly, the exiſt. ; 
ence of a fupreme intelligent firſt cauſe. ANAXIMENES, his ſue. 
ceſſor, aſeribed the origin of all things to the air, and exerted his 
mechanical {kill i in the invention of a- ſun-dial, which was firſt ſet 
up at Lacedzmon, to the no ſmall admiration of that warlike but 
unpoliſhed people. The ſchool of 'THALES was tranſported by. 
ANAXAGORAS from Miletus, where till his time it had flouriſhed, to 
Athens, as a more conſpicuous theatre for his talents to diſplay 
themſelves in. This philoſopher was of a noble family in Ionia; 
but renounced all pretenſions to a ſhare in the government of his . 
country, and the inheritance of a eonſiderable eſtate, in order to ap- 
ply himſelf with leſs interruption to the ſtudy of wiſdom and the 
ſearch of truth. Whilſt he reſided at Athens, he had the honour of. OE I 
reckoning PERICLES amongſt his diſciples; and it is generally . , 
Heved, that the ſtateſman owes no ſmall part of his political as well 5 


as natural knowledge to the lectures of the ſpeculative ſage. The J 
enemies s of the former, unable to ruin his credit with the people, . I 
. | OOO 1 
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LETTER reſolved to IE him in the perſons of his) i 


XXVII. 


— Anaxacoras of degrading the ſun from the number of: the gods, 


philoſopher who has yet 


ATHENIAN {LETTERS | 1 
bs os 


by defining it to be a maſs of fiery matter. The Athenians, who, 


Ro 7 7 


by an odd contradiction, expreſs frequently a warm zeal for the 


* 


Arixagonen N dealated 1 himſelf againſt the notion of he 


world's being formed by chance, ad attributed the order and life - 
which are obſervable in it to the direction of an infinitely wiſe and 


| honour of their deities, when e as they imagine, by the phi . 
loſophers, though · they ſuffer to be expoſed with the low buſ- 
foonery of the comic poets, condemned him to death; but he avdided 
the ſentence, by retiring to Lampſacus; where he died ſoon aft = [ I 
His diſciples erected two altars to his memory, and dedicated thi ne. } 
to the eternal mind, and the other to i II. 5 7 - 3 


1 


powerful mind. He held that there is no vacuum in nature; that 


every body is diviſible in infinitum, and compoſed of "ye particles 
of a ſimilar nature, as blood, for inſtance, of pe OI DL 5 : 
water of particles of Water, & c. But I need not this thy mation 5 
hiloſophers of 
this ſect: what I have already faid is ſufficient to give thee a toles- 
rable idea of them; and thou haſt judgment enough to perceive,” 
that many of their opinions, being only founded on the probakle E 


with enlarging further on the lives and tenets of the p 


aſſertions of ſyſtem, inſtead of proofs drawn fro 
muſt be left for confirmation, or reje >2Qtion, 


inquiries of future ages. I ſhall only add, that che . ſch | | | 


ſeems likely to eclipſe the f 


glecting the natural, as a ſcience too fanciful and uncerta 
refer thee to another letter for an account of the 


under ARCHELAUS, its preſent chief, has produced a diſciple who 
me, not only of his maſter, but of every 
iſen in Greece, His name is SOCRATES, 
and he applies himſelf wholly to the moral Part of philoſophy, ne- 

in. Imuſt 


PyYTHAGORAS © 


9 
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re founder , fince this is r ſwelled to a LaTTER 25 38 ; 4 


Pyr AGORAS: its gre 333 
| greater length than I intended it ond. If I indulge too far the Won 
\ honour thou haſt granted me of thy correſpondence, be bas, 
generous Ons Aus, chat it is not owing to any impertinent affeQta= 
tion of informing oy or any want of reſpect to thy quality, but to 
that early taſte I perceive in thee for uſeful literature, and my ar- 
dent deſire to ſhare in that rational plan of education which thou 
| haſt laid down, of blending the elegant accompliſhments of Grecian. 
arts with the ores be ee of the ancient widen: wes ow 88 
Adieu. e 
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| Gopmyas 10 CLEAnDER. _ From Echatana, ' 


Fux news of: Panrotavecehoved Bum public buſts mY dere me 
no great ſurprize. I know how precarious great honours are, 
— wonder moſt that he has ſo long maintained an authority, which 
the envious great and the lawleſs multitude have agreed to call tyran- 
nical. The Greeks-continue to anſwer the prayer of XERXES, by 
diſgracing the moſt worthy citizens; and I wiſh the reſentment of 
PeRICLES would throw him into the intereſts of Perſia, where 


he would be received with no leſs honour than his "__ rind | 
T'1BMISTOCLES. 


The ow ſent to intercede writh W chat the e VVV 
embaſſadors might proceed to this court; but they were already ee. 
livered up to the Athenians, at the requeſt of his ſon Sa bocus, bo 1 
has requited, by an act of treachery, the honour they did him laſt 
year of making him free of Athens. He may wiſh hereafter that 
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697 am a no ) leſs poi to ng Ss y urſelf vs _ ow « 6" 5 | 
thoſe. men, at a time-when the ſtates are 10 exaſperated againſt each 9 


other. It might be well to inſinuate, that violent meaſures would 


confirm ARTAXERXES: the enemy of Athens, already ſufficiently. | 


| irritated by their conduct. The embaſſadors defigned for Perſia are 


indeed Peloponneſians, and they may plead the reaſonableneſs. of + | 


taking all advantages of an enemy; yet prudence and their misfor- 


tunes might teach them that they have no need of a new and more. . | 


powerful one. At ſuch a juncture, if they had receded a little from E 


their pretenſions, the courteſy would not have been miſplaced; for | 


we truſt, that it is already in the hands of our monarch to determine 
the ſucceſs to either party, and perhaps to reap the fruit of the war. 
I wiſh it were poſſible thou couldſt put on the character of embaſſador 


for one day, and aſk the council of Athens, whether they were de- 


termined to make ARTAXERXES their foe? Methinks I ſee” them 
confounded for an anſwer. Strait a rumour ſpreads among. the 50 
pulace, that the Perſian muſt be appeaſed: they aſſemble in a tumul- 


tuous manner, and demand the Peloponneſians of their magiſtrates, 
and ſend them honourably attended to the court of Perſia. But 1 


leave it to your diſcretion to uſe ſuch means as may ſeem moſt effec- 
tual to preſerve them. Vour diſtance from the city gives me little 
proſpect of ſucceſs; and I am not ſuch an enemy to Perſia, as to 
think their redemption an equivalent for the hazard of your life. Keep 


your ſtation. I ſend you no command from the king, of which he 
requires a e en, chan that "00 conſult your: n 
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Onganns to carb. From Thibes, 
Hoe in a Soma luer 3 to 1 8 the LETTE R 
hieroglyphical inſcriptions of the famed Hermetic pillars in this 
country, I will here endeavour to give thee ſome general idea of the 
nature and conſtruction of this myſtic character. The Egyptians, 
ever ſince the age of their renowned HERMESA or TaauTvus, bw - © 5 „ 
given much, it is ſaid, into the humour of repreſenting their thoughts — TR 
to each other in a way of emblem or ſenſible imagery; a kind of ß 2 
expreſſion, thou wilt obſerve, which addreſſes itſelf to the eyes, in- 
ſtead of the hearing, and which ſeems indeed to have this adyan- . 
tage, at firſt thought, of the method of ſpeaking by ſounds; that 
whereas words are merely arbitrary ſubſtitutes of the ideas they are 
uſed for, the characters of this picture-language have a ſort of na- 
tural ſi gnificancy 1 in them, an'aptneſs of themſelves to convey their 
particular meaning. The firſt principles of the art I am ſpeaking of | 
(which, from being much uſed in the facra of this country, paſſes . 1 
here under the general name of hieroglyphics) are laid in certain ob.. | oO 
ſervable analogies, relations, or correſpondencies of the particular ” 
forms, actions, or qualities of animals, to certain facts in nature, 
morals, or hiſtory. From whence it is eaſy to infer, that the prime 
elements, or radical words, if one may call them ſo, in this emble- 
matical language, were, as in all other languages, not very nume- 
rous; and that the copiouſneſs it is now poſſeſſed of has been the 
work of time and ſucceſſive improvement: for a foundation once 
eſtabliſhed in ſome few of the ſimpler and more obvious analogies 
above hinted at, the ſuperiruQure, thou wilt — — would 
S | = - | be 
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L 1 9 be capable of infinite enlargement, as more nice and til chin 


—— tions in the kind ſhould bring in new materials for this purpoſs 4 
It has doubtleſs been with this view, that the Egyptians have ever 
been remarkable for NN a more than ordinary attention upon 

the various particularities of their country animals. And the fruit 
of their application 21 way abundantly ſhews itſelf in that large 
fund of ſymbols they have im uſe, for treating almoſt every ſubje@ 
one can think of. To ſignify, for example, the introduction of 
_ tillage and agriculture among them by the beneficent OsixIs, one of 
their gods, whom they boaſt to have reigned in this country, they ß 
deſctibe an ox's head; the animal made uſe of by him, as it has 2 
been ever ſince, in ploughing their lands. When they would r. 
preſent any perſon with a numerous offspring, they exhibit the 
figure of a crocodile ; an animal, it ſeems, remarkable with them for 
its prolific and fruitful quality. Thus again, the goat being ob- 
ſerved to be a more than ordinary ſalacious and wanton animal, is 
for this reaſon made the Ægyptian emblem of animal generation t 
large; as is the hawk and the ſerpent of the vital principle in ani- 
mal bodies, from their being themſelves ſuppoſed to partake, in an 
eminent degree, of that æther or ſpirit in which it is imagined life 
conſiſts. When they would expreſs the moon, they do it undet the 
figure of an ape, which they obſerve to have a kind of ſympathy 
with this divine luminary ; inaſmuch as, at the time of the *. 
moon, the males of this ſpecies become blind, refuſe their uſual food, 
and ſhew evident tokens of ſorrow for the then total diſappearance 5 
of the moon's light; the females, at the ſame ſeaſon, beſides what 
| happens to them in common with the males, ſuffering, it is remarked, 
a periodical infirmity of their own. The ſame animal is moreover _ 
the Egyptian mark of the two zquinoxes ; it being found at each 
of theſe to have a regular diſcharge of urine once every hour, during 
| the whole four-and-twenty. It were endleſy to enlarge upon this 


article, 
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article, NAnban nd there is" th leſs reaſon for-i it, as ths . LETTER OL oa ; - "ol 
culars.I have already mentioned may ſuffice to anſwer my intention . 
in this letter. I think it not improbable, that the want of a regular 

alphabet firſt introduced this hieroglyphical language into Xgypt. 

But the prieſthood here, who loſe no opportunity to give the world | 


an advantageous idea of their on order, have ſince found it ex- | 
tremely uſeful, in eſt bliſhing that high reputation they are in for 
| wiſdom of every kind; inaſmuch as, being perfect maſters of human 


nature, they have not failed to practiſe upon that prevailing foible „ 
of it, the thinking ſecrecy a ſure token of importance, by contriving 85 . 
this, amongſt other methods, to perplex the avenues to that know- „„ = 
ledge they are poſſeſſed of, in order to raiſe the idea and inhance the | bo 
CIO of it. Adieu. | ay + 
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| Hypasess to Crnanpan. BOD is: 17s 
HE court, which of late e Va paſſed is winters at Suſa, is 
now removed to ſpend this at Babylon; and though the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing ſo celebrated a city, and enjoying the ſpacious and 
well-cultivated country which lies round it, may have induced the 
king to change, for a time, the uſual ſeat of his reſidence, yet I be- 
lieve policy has ſome part in the reſolution. For as Babylon was 
once the metropolis of a powerful empire, where the court of the 
Aſſyrian monarchs was conſtantly held, it is not without reluctance 
chat the inhabitants ſubmit to a foreign yoke; and from being always 
honoured with the preſence of kings, and wo with privileges, 
are now burdened with taxes for the ſupport of their — 


— 
4 
4 
n 


—— acceptable here, by remitting part of the te, which this 524 8 
vince paid to his predeceſſors, and receiving with the utmoſt affabi. 


lity the ſatraps of the country, he came upon his arrival to proſtate 


' themſelves at his feet. He has been willing that they ſhould part 


of all the diverſions of his court, and diſmiſſes none whoſe merity | 


are conſpicuous, without ſome mark of diſtinction. Is not a prin . 


worthy to poſſeſs the empire of the Eaſt, who like him exerts his 


_ abſolute power for the good of his ſubjects; who travels through | 


the different parts of his dominions, not merely to diſplay the m 


nificence of his court, or to take a view of the outward face of che 


country, but to redreſs the complaints of his people, to attach to 
his intereſt by perſonal favours thoſe whom duty has already ſub- 
jected to his authority, and to learn to know and reward merit, not 
by the recommendation of his miniſters, but by his own obſervation? 


But I muſt break off this moralizing diſcourſe, which ſo little befits a 
courtier; and to afford thee materials for thy amuſement as well as 


reflection, ſhall relate a ſurpriſing adventure which bappened a few 


days ago at the palace. Thou muſt have heard that Ax T ABAZ Us, 


the governor of Babylon, was lieutenant to MARDON1Us at the 
battle of Platea, and afterwards put himſelf at the head of the Per- 
ſian forces who remained, and brought them back to Aſia, after a 


| laborious and hazardous march. In the hurry of this confuſed 


retreat his wife, who followed him in the expedition, died of fatigue 
and grief; and his daughter, then an infant, was carried off by a 
party of Greeks, who beat up one of his quarters in the night, and 
was never ſince heard of. In an entertainment lately performed at 


the palace a new dance was introduced, in which a beautiful ſlave of 
the queen's diſtinguiſhed herſelf to the admiration of every b body, 
and put ſeveral upon enquiring who ſhe was. She had been bought 
rw days before of a merchant of Cyprus, then at Babylon, Who 


ſaid 


ATHENIAN. LETTE a8. „„ „„ 


ſaid ſhe was ſold to kim by an W ſoldier, who took her L —— R 


priſoner from the Perſians not long after the action at Platea. This 
being told ARTABAZUS, he ſent for the merchant, and upon com- 
| paring his account with other circumſtances of this unfortunate ac- 
cident which he recollected himſelf; upon ſeeing the rich ornaments 
which were taken with her, and found to be thoſe with which the 
infant was adorned at the very time of her being loſt; and upon ex- 
amining the whole affair, the young ſlave was diſcovered to be the 
daughter of ARTABAZUs, ſent him, as it were providentially, for 
the joy and ſupport of his declining years, and to crown the ſucceſs 
which had generally attended him in N with this laſt inſtance 
of domeſtic felicity. 


a 


The ſatisfaction ariſing from this happy event has been heightened 
by the victory which ArTYPHIUs has gained over the Caduſians. 
That hardy people having taken a rich booty, were attacked in their 
retreat, and wholly routed. ARTYPHIUS purſued his advantage, 
marched his army into their country, and forced them to ſubmit to 
a tribute, and to deliver up hoſtages. He is now upon his return, | 
and highly commended for the conduct and valour he has ſhewn in, 

this expedition. The troops which accompanied him were ſome of 

the veterans who had fought under MAB YZ us in Egypt. An em- 
baſſador is going to the king of the Scythians, to demand ſatisfaction 
for the ravages that nation have committed on our frontier provinces; 
and ſoon after him, Dar1vs, the king's third ſon, will ſet out for 
the government of Hyrcania, which is lately beſtowed on him. 

The revolution occaſioned in the Athenian affairs by the removal of 
PeRICLEs, adds much to the curioſity with which we liſten after 

Grecian news. It is thought ſurpriſing, that no action of import- 
ance, either by ſea or land, has yet happened, though the war has 

now laſted near two | years, Notwithſtanding SITALCES has de- 


livered 
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LETT ER Here op the Peloponneſian embaſſadors, an agent! ben Late ER 3 | 
8 mon, it 10 aid, will mars. > arrive here. It 0 1 by x Yb 7 J 


— 


1 wanſmit t to thee by this e 7000 kiln 10 Maou = 


' BYZus deſites thou wouldſt lay out for him in Grecian curiof 


If thou couldſt procure him any fine pieces of ſculpture, wrought * 


by the hand of PHI DIAS, or ſome pictures finiſhed by the pencil of | 
Zxvx1s, it would be highly acceptable. When thou haſt made theſe _ 
purchaſes, thou mayſt convey them to thy brother at a way . 


has it in charge to. ſend them to him. Farewel. . 
From ä 8 i 7 8 ER 1 ig 


L K r ER XS 
CLEANDER to o GOBRYAS: gs Salamis. "= 


ux expectations, noble ſcribe, that the lives of the enbeib 
would be endangered, have proved too well grounded; and it 
gives me uneaſineſs even to relate an action which the Athenians 


have ſhewn no regret in committing. The Peloponneſian embaſla- 


dors were thrown into priſon immediately upon their arrival, and a 


few days after put to death by a decree of the people, and their 
bodies caſt into pits without the rites of burial; neither could the 


privileges of their character preſerve them from the cruelty of the 
one, nor the common ties of humanity ſecure to them the decent | 
ceremony of the other. As an additional circumſtance of hardſhip, 


1 am told, that though they earneſtly defired to be heard before ſen- 


tence was paſſed, they could not obtain a requeſt never known to be 
denied to the greateſt criminals. The Athenians plead i in their ex- 
cuſe, that they only retaliate upon the Lacedzmonians, who acted 
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in the ſame barbarous manner, with regard to ſome econ of L ETTE 7 
Athens, whoſe veſſels they ſeized, trading upon the coaſt of Pelo- — 
ponneſus. But this will not, in any degree, juſtify a violation of | 
the ſacred rights of public miniſters ; ; and I rather take their reſent- - 
ment againſt the Lacedzmor ians, for their late refuſal of peace, their 
| hatred of Anis Tzus, for the ſhare he had in the revolt of their 
towns in Thrace, and perhaps the inſtigations of thoſe who deſire a 
continuance of the war, to be the true cauſes of ſo extraordinary a 
proceeding. However, 1 cannot help obſerving, that while both _ | 
parties expreſs their enmity to each other, not by fair hoſtilities, or — 585 
honourable contentions for the prize of national bravery, but by 
throwing off the principles of humanity, and committing acts of 
cruelty againſt thoſe who are unable to defend themſelves; the name 
of Barbarians, with which they have injuriouſly branded the reſt of 
mankind, may with much more propriety be retorted on them- 
| ſelves. It was impoſſible for me, who have no public character, to 
have uſed any intereſt in favour of theſe miſerable men; I ſhould ; 
have expoſed my own life to the ſuſpicions of the populace, with 
whom, in their preſent rage, or rather madneſs, no perſuaſions, 
drawn either from intereſt or compaſſion, would have any weight. 


The ſpirits of this people are much elated with the news lately 
arrived of the ſurrender of Potidea, which has held out two years, | 
and is now given up to the Athenian generals, on conditions very 
| favourable to the inhabitants, who are permitted to retire with part 
of their, effects to Chalcis. The Athenians blame their generals for 
granting theſe terms; and maintain, that want of proviſions, and 
failure of relief, would have forced the place to ſurrender at diſere | 
tion, But they certainly acted with judgment; for the army had 
ſuffered much, by Ving in the field ing the inclemencies of a 
Thracian 
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— winter, and the expences of the  fiege a amour 


which, conſidering the ſudden revolutions of popular governmen 
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me an opportunity of removing my ſtation, and making inquiries | 
myſelf on the ſcene of action, inſtead of hearkening to the reports 
of others at a diſtance from it. I ſhall there inquire further into the 
truth of an intelligence I lately received, that the diſpoſitions of the 
people are very favourable towards PERIcLESNJ; and that his friends 
are in great hopes he will ſhortly recover dls former authority, 


and the ſuperior talents of PERICLE 8 ; would not much ſurpriſe me, | 


May the mighty OROMASDES, potent lord, preſerve the throne of 
 Cyrvs from the rude attacks of an unreſtrained multitude, the want 


of able ſupporters, and the union of 12 Greeks ED 


LET T, ER XXXII. e 
| Ons ans to Curanun. | From Thebes i in Foypt. 


AFTER the account which my laſt letter gave tlie, CLAN RR, 
of the nature and genius of the Egyptian hieroglyphics, I would 


in this proceed to conſider them in a very remarkable conſequence , 
they have had in the religious cxconomy of this country; the wor- 


ſhip, I mean, which thou haſt ſo often heard is every where paid in 
it to ſome or other of its home-bred animals. This is indeed ſo 


ſtriking an article among the many national peculiarities, of this 


people, that it would be an unpardonable want of curioſity in a fo- 
deiner, not to inquire a little into the reaſons upon which it is 
| TO Fo 
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Conia PE -_ ths ſtate of the caſe I take in few ors to be this: : 
that the ſeveral animals now worſhipped i in Egypt, having been at 
firſt applied as parts of a religious language, in the way of emblem, 
already deſcribed to thee, to expreſs the natures and attributes of 
gypti gods, have by time acquired ſuch a degree of ſacredneſs, 
as to be themſelves added to the number of them. The temples 
here, of which there are great numbers, are all of them furniſhed 
with ſome animal repreſentation; and the ſtriking magnificence of 
their outſide ſtructure forms, I have often thought, a ridiculous con- 
traſt to the contemptible meanneſs of the ſacred inhabitant within; 
which is, perhaps, a cat, an ape, or an ibis, the appropriated divinity 5 
of the particular pile. The regard paid by the Egyptians to the 
ſeveral ſpecies of animals, whoſe figures conſtitute this ſyſtem: of re- 
ligious emblemry, is really incredible but to an eye-witneſs of it. 
They have their guardians or attendants appointed them by public 
authority, who are to provide them their diet and other accommo- 


— 
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dations ; an office not eſteemed unworthy perſons of conſiderable - 


rank, and which, as it is conducted, is in itſelf a matter of no ſmall 
expence, as well as delicacy. The' executors of this truſt are diſtin- 
guiſhed by certain inſignia proper to their order; and in conſe- 
_ quence hereof are entitled to very particular marks of reſpect and re- 
verence from all, who either with deſign or by accident come in their 
way. In ſome inſtances, I am told, to have killed one of theſe con- 
ſecrated animals, though ever ſo much by hazard, is capital without . 
remiſſion ; and as often as they die of themſelves, either by ſickneſs 
or old age, the whole proviſion which is lodged in the houſe where 
the death happens, is rendered unlawful to be made uſe of, and the 
funeral is performed with much ceremony, and attended with as 
great appearances of ſorrow as we ſhould beſtow upon that of our 
neareſt kindred, or moſt endeared friends. After what I have ob- 
ſerved to thee, CLEANDE x, of the politic vanity of the prieſthood _ 
CCC „„ 3 1 
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HERES in . country, thou wilt not wonder if ſome of theſe onſec 


— ue built upon reaſons ſo abſtruſe and recondite, as, however the 
may afford ſome kind of apology for this practice to the learned, cam, 
I am ſure, adminiſter none to the vulgar, as lying much out of te 
reach of common apprehenſion. And to ſay the truth, [beſides 
that, as a Perſian, I have no great opinion of temples in general, 
which, whilſt they give a ſplendor and majeſty to the outſide. face 2 
of religion, ſeem. to me calculated to ſully the inward, purity: of it, 
as ſuggeſting too confined an idea of the powers and preſence of the 
gods,] I have ftill a much greater difficulty with myſelf to conceive, 
amidſt all thoſe refined pretences which are here offered for this em- 4 
blem worſhip, that the figure of a cat or an ape can be, in any re- 
gard, a fit repreſentative of thoſe adorable and moſt excellent na- 
tures, when, in the judgment of our wiſe and venerable Magi, not 7 
: 1 even the human form ell + 18 — to be ſuch. Adieu. | 
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CLEAN DER to Gonrras. 


'T is whth- pleaſure that I inform thee, 1 ſatrap, of my return 


to Athens, where the plague is almoſt entirely ceaſed, though the 
ravages it has made, the deſolation it has cauſed in the moſt con- 


ſiderable families, and the weak and diſpirited turn it has given to 


che affairs of this ſtate in general, will be felt long after all 3 
toms of infection have diſappeared. - 


A very 3 event Juſt DN my n the reborn 
tion of PERICLES to his former authority. Shall 1 lay the peop's 
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: ive ſhewn their — ſenſe, or their folly, by cheir conduct with LETTER 


regard to him? the one in placing him at the helm when con- 
junctures of difficulty and diſtreſs require a miniſter of experi- 
ence and abilities; the other, by permitting their natural fickleneſs 
to appear ſo ſtrongly by ſuch a total change of cheir ſentiments, as 
now to reverenee him as their protector and leader, whom, but a 


few months ago, they gave up with ignominy to the accuſations of 


his 3 2 hes guilty or the 8 A TS 


PeRICLES pb wholly ae in the Aenne concerns 4 a 
private life, and was in the height of his grief for the loſs of 


PARALUS, the laſt of his legitimate children, when they invited 
him to accept his former office of general. ALCIBIADES and his 
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other friends, whoſe intrigues contributed not a little to this ſudden - 


revolution, perſuaded him to come abroad and ſhew himſelf to the 
people. They received him with en marks of affectipn and 


eſteem, and at their requeſt he has reſumed the adminiſtration of 
their affairs. His power is already ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that he has 
procured the abrogation of a law he was himſelf the author of, 


which enacted, that none were to be deemed citizens of Athens, but - 


thoſe whoſe father and mother were both Athenians, - At the time 
it paſſed, five thouſand Athenians loſt their liberty for want of the 
qualification which it required, and were ſold for ſlaves. The only 
intent of its preſent repeal is, that he may be allowed to enroll his 
natural ſon in the regiſter of his tribe by his own name. Thus has 


PERICLES triumphed over the ſhort-lived inſults of his enemies; and 
not. only fixed the natural inconſtancy of the Athenians in his fa - 
vour, but even riſen from his fall with redoubled vigour ; a circum- 
ſtance in which, either through his ſuperior fortune or ſuperior ad- 


dreſs, he is yet unrivalled by the greateſt of his predeceſſors, who 
have conducted the counſels of this republic. Thou mayeſt eaſily 5 


'P 2 5 imagine, 
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imagine, potent "miniſter; that my "ifs: to uſe every Bebel RY 


could poſſibly promote the ſervice of ARTAXERXES, and a euriofity. 


very natural in ſuch caſes to be known to ſo eminent a perſon, would 
induce me to omit no opportunity of being introduced to PERIC LES., Ui 
My patron and friend PHILEMON, who, from his long experience in 
buſineſs, and his ſingular humanity, has acquired the veneration and 4 


love of the whole eity, and particularly of PERICLES, though he has | 
ſometimes oppoſed his meaſures, has done me that kind office. 1 
Was preſented to him as a native of Epheſus, who having travelled 


over a great part of the Eaſt, and- acquired ſome knowledge of 
cuſtoms and policies, and ſome taſte alſo for Grecian literature, was 


deſirous to ſpend the remainder of my life under the mild and juſt 


government of Athens. PERICLES received me with his uſual afla- 
biliry 3 ; and aſked me whether L exerciſed any aner hersF 1 
wh « was a nba of Epheſus,” nd had KEEN correſpondent at Y 

Athens, tranſacted much of his buſineſs through my hands, but Z 
that the chief reaſon of my ſettling in this place was to enjoy the ; 
happineſs of obeying the excellent laws of ſo wiſe a ſtate, and to 
converſe with the inhabitants of a city the moſt famed in Greece for | 
learning and politeneſs. He ſeemed- pleaſed with my anſwer,” and 
inquired into ſeveral particulars relating to the manners of Aſia, the | 
ſtrength and riches of Perſia, and the characters of the miniſters of 

the ſublime court. I found him no ſtranger to the ſhining qualities 
of our monarch, or the great talents of MrdaB YZUs, and thyſelf. 

I am-not without hopes that my being admitted into the acquaint- 


_ ance of PERICLES may furniſh me with opportunities of acquiring 


a ſtill further knowledge of his character, deſigns, and the maxims | 


of his politics. Preparations are going on here for the next year's . 


campaign; twenty galleys are ready to fail to Naupactus, which is a 
ro very eee ſituated for 2 the Corinthian na- 
vi igation, 


5 2 
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whoſe name is PHORM1o, is in ſuch repute for his valour and con- 


e and obſerving the motions of their fleet. The admiral, LE Wa * ; 


duct, that the public choſe to pay his debts out of the treaſury, ra- | 


ther than be deprived of his ſervice. And here it may not be im- 


proper to lay before thee a ſhort account of the method uſed at | 
Athens in ſetting forth their naval equipments. It is ſomething par- 


ticular, and will give thee an idea of the military regulations of this 


people, as thou haſt already had of their civil. The expences of | 


theſe preparations are not laid upon the people in general, but diſ- 
charged by a claſs of the richeſt citizens, taken out of every tribe: 


Sixteen are allotted to fit out each trirem. Any citizen, who is 


elected trierarch, or commander of a galley, is obliged to accept the 
office, unleſs he can produce another citizen richer than himſelf. 


The former muſt likewiſe propoſe to change eſtates with the other, 
who is forced to accept the propoſal, "under the penalty of fitting 


out the galley himſelf. Thou mayeſt eaſily imagine that this law 


(to which the poorer ſort, who are always. the bulk of a nation, 5 
are ſtrongly attached) gives occaſion to frequent conteſts, delays, and 


evaſions; and before they can be accommodated, the ſeaſon for 


action is "ſometimes loſt. Far different are the awful mandates of 
| the great king, which are no ſooner deſigned, than executed with | 


the utmoſt vigour. They are ſwift and irreſiſtible, like the piercing 
lightning ſhot from the hand of OroMAsDEsS: Aſia trembles at 
them, and confeſſes its lawful ſovereign. 


From Athens, JJ. ce ada 
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LETTER 3 


Crraxprx to Oran. ; 


% 


LETTER GHORTLY after my arrival and ſettlement in this city, I gave thee, 
. potent lord, an account of its extent and magnificence | in ge. 
neral. Having ſince had opportunity of ſurveying its parts more TT 
exactly, I proceed now to give thee a fuller arid more particular de- 

ſcription of them; and in doing this I ſhall chuſe to begin, where 

a ſtranger moſt naturally would, at the place of his landing, the 

port. This indeed, conſiſts of two parts, the Pirzus and Phalerus, 

_ which together are the great emporium of trade, and the magazine 
of all their naval ſtores. Not that even theſe are without. their 
ornaments ; for in this we meet with the ſeveral temples of Jv: PITER, 

| MINERVA, and CERES, and altars to the UNXNOWN GODS, a re- 
markable inſtance of the great ſuperſtition, and, at the ſame time, 
the little foundation there is for it among this people. In the other, 

- beſides ſeveral temples, there is a very neat portico, in which is a 
picture of THEMISTOCLES, by whoſe advice this port was con- 
verted from a court of judicature to what it now is, and near to it 
his ſepulchre alſo ; his citizens being willing to allow him a place 
among them when dead, which they refuſed him while alive, 
though whether he is really interred here or no is very uncertain, : 
In the paſſage from hence towards the city are one or two porticos, 
though of no great name, till you come to the Ceramicus, a quarter 
ſo called from a hero of that name, as ſome ſay, though others give 
it a much leſs noble derivation; and in this are an infinite number 
of temples, theatres, porticos, and ſtatues. Of the temples, the 
moſt f 18 chat ſacred to JUPITER THE DELIVERER, and 


built 
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dul upon the Expulion of the Perſians; and cloſe by it is a 051 


portico, in which are painted the twelve ſuperior deities, as they are 


called here, and a figure of THESEU 8, together with a repreſentation 
of that form of government which prevails here, vis. democracy, 


conſiſting of a number of fmaller figures ſo diſpoſed as to form one 


uniform body, adorned with a crown and other enſigns of authority. 
Near this a very fine ſtatue of AeoLLo Al EXIKAEos is juſt now 
erecting, as a token of their gratitude to him, for having freed them 


from the late terrible peſtilence. At ſome diftance from hence i is 


the court, where the great council of five hundred aſſemble, 

is very properly adorned with the repreſentation of JuPp1TER THE 
| COUNSELLOR ; and on one hand of this, another figure of the col- 
lective body of the people; on the other, the venerable: portraits 


of Draco, SOLON, and their legiſſators, than which nothing can 


be more auguſt, eſpecially as they are finiſhed by the maſterly hand 
of TIiMANTHUs. Near this is a vaſt collection of ſtatues, ſome of 
their gods, others of their old kings and heroes; and yet numerous 


as they are, they aver, that they are now far ſhort of what they 
were before the ſacking of the city by XerxEs, who deſtroyed or 


carried away moſt of the beſt. It is in this quarter that one of the 


_ greateſt curioſities in the city is found ; namely, a copious ſpring of 


freſh water, which is the only one in it; and cloſe by it is a temple, 
dedicated to the Eleuſinian CER ES, too ſacred to be approached by 
any, but thoſe who have been initiated into her venerable myſteries ; ; 


| ſo I can give no account of what it contains. Before it ſtands an 


ox very finely carved, and the ſtatue of a man called EPIMENIDEs, 


whom they report to have ſlept forty years together in a cave, and ; 


at the end of that term to have appeared, to the infinite amazement 


of himſelf as well as friends, Near it is a ſtatue of the heavenly 


_ Venvs done by PHIDIAs, 1 in ſo exquiſite a manner and taſte, that 
it =P ſerve to convince poſterity of the happy genius of this great 


maſter, 


* 
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ing of Troy, with the portraits of their chief leaders in that famo 
expedition; and on the other, a large and full repreſentation of the 
battle of Marathon, ſo fatal to the Perſian power, and ſo glorious to 3 
this city. In this thou wilt imagine the painter would omit'no | 
| circumſtance of doing honour to his country, or diſcredit to ours; |} 
the rout of our monarch's troops is too well and too livelily expreſſed, 
not to raiſe the utmoſt concern and indignatibn in the faithful ' } 
CLEANDER's breaſt; and though I am tempted by the fineneſs | 
of the performance to ſpeak of it more fully, as well as I Was 
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maſter, and be' ati mann ſpecimen' of of the produatons' and v vor ork: 5 
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A little above the 8 is the _ Pontico \ calle rsd 
from the variety of admirable paintings with which . it is adorned, 


It is here that ſome of the greateſt maſters in this art have employed 


2 


8 


all their {kill ; the ſubjects, as well as the finiſhing of them, having 


given a fine opportunity of ſhewing the extent of it, In the middle 


is the battle of THESEUS with the Amazons; on one ſide the burn 


to ſurvey it more cloſely, yet I forbear to dwell upon a ſubject 


that muſt be equally diſagreeable to us both. Before it ſtands. a 
group of ſtatues of their chief leaders and lawgivers; among whom 
SOLON, as he deſerves, is in a more eminent and diſtinguiſhed 
place; and at a little diſtance, my old friend PHILEMON Pointed to 


an altar, which he ſaid was the only one in all Greece dedicated to 
Compaſhon ; inſinuating, like a true Athenian, the peculiar humanity 


on which they ſo much value themſelves. Near this (beſides the 


famous temple of THESEVUS, CasToR, c. which I mentioned in 


my laſt) is the court called Prytaneum, where the original laws of 
SOLON are depoſited, and kept with the utmoſt care; and a temple ſo 


ancient as to boaſt of DEUCALION, the great reſtorer of mankind, 


as they ſay, after a Ene for its founder. Not far from hence is 
am 


7 ole of the ay called; the G ; is a ſtreet named the Tu- L. 
pods, where are two fine. temples, one of Baccuvs, the other of 


EscurArrus, both remarkable for ſeveral exquiſite Paintings, re- f | 


; preſenting. the extraordinary actions of the one, and cures of the; 
other. From hence lies the aſcent] by marble ſteps 
or upper city, of which, and the famous Parthen 


on in A1 1 gave 


ſome deſeription in my former letter; and to give a minute and full 


one would exceed the limits of this. The great number of temples, 
and the ſtill greater of ſtatues and pictures, are not to be conceived : 

thoſe of MINERVA, as being the guardian and protectreſs of the 
city, ſtrike the eye in every part of it, but here in a particular man- 
ner. Here the conteſt between her and NEPTUNE is ſet forth in 
more than one place; and it is here that a ſtatue of her in braſs, 


formed out of the ſpoils taken at Marathon, is placed, of ſo mae 


dous a ſize, as to be a mark for ſhips failing at a great 


Beſide theſe dpproprien 69 fie gods und Waben L e 


thee, chat there are ſeveral other public buildings, deſigned for p 


of exereiſe and entertainment. Their theatres in particular grow 


daily more and more ſplendid, and their gymnaſia are built with ſo 


much grandeur and magnificence, as to appear almoſt like towns. . 


And a little way from the city is another Ceramicus, deſigned and 
ſet apart for the burying-place of all thoſe who have done ſervice to 
their country by their lives, or honour to it by their deaths ; near 
which is an encloſure and plantation called the Academy, to which 
the philoſophers and men of letters (here a large tribe) daily reſort, 
and entertain themſelves or their diſciples with diſquiſitions and de- 
bates upon all points of ſcience. In a word, it were endleſs to re- 
cite all the ſtructures and curioſities with which this city abounds; 
and yet amidſt all this pomp, and among the infinite number of build- 
ings, it may ſeem wonderful, that there are none but what are in 
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{A little above he” 83 is the Chats Portico wi rede 
from the variety of admirable paintings with which it is adorned. 
It is here that ſome of the greateſt maſters in this art have employed 
all their {kill ; the ſubjects, as well as the finiſhing of them, having 
given a fine opportunity of ſhewing the extent of it. In the middle. 
is the battle of THesEvUs with the Amazons; on one ide the burn- 
ing of Troy, with the portraits of their chief leaders in that famous 2H 
expedition ; and on the other, a large and full repreſentation. of the 
battle of Marathon, ſo fatal to the Perſian power, and ſo glorious 8 
this city. In this thou wilt imagine the painter would omit no 1 

circumſtance of doing honour to his country, or diſcredit to ourz: 
the rout of our monarch's troops is too well and too livelily expreſſed, 
not to raiſe the utmoſt concern and indignatibn in the faithful 
CLEANDER's breaſt; and though I am tempted by the fineneſs 
of the performance to ſpeak of it more fully, as well as I was 
to ſurvey it more cloſely, yet .I forbear to dwell upon a ſubje& 
that muſt be equally diſagreeable to us both. Before it ſtands. a 
group of ſtatues of their chief leaders and lawgivers; among whom 
| SOLON, as he deſerves, is in a more eminent and diſtinguiſhed 
place; and at a little diſtance, my old friend PRILEMON pointed to 
an altar, which he ſaid was the only one in all Greece dedicated to 
Compaſſion; inſinuating, like a true Athenian, the peculiar humanity 
on which they ſo much value themſelves. Near this (beſides the 
famous temple of THESEUS, CasTOR, Tc which I mentioned in 
my laſt) is the court called Prytaneum, where the original laws of 
SOLON are depoſited, and kept with the utmoſt care; and a temple ſo 
ancient as to boaſt of DEUCALION, the great reſtorer of mankind, . 
as they ſay, after a deluge, for its founder. Not far from hence is 
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2 here are two! PI FA one ; of 3 the able Rs 
EscULAPIUS, both remarkable for ſeve l exquiſite paintings, re- 
preſ ating the extraordinary actions of the one, and cures of the 
other. From hence lies the aſcent,” by marble ſteps, to the citadel | 
or upper city, of which," and the famous Parthenion/ i in it, I gave 
ſome deſcription in my former letter; and to give a minute and full 
one would exceed the limits of this. The great number of temples, 
and the ſtill greater of ſtatues and pictures, are not to be conceived: 
thoſe of MINERVA, as being the guardian and protectreſs of the 
city, ſtrike the eye in every part of it, but here in a particular man- 
ner. Here the conteſt between her and NEPTUNE is ſet forth in 
more than one place; and it is here that a ſtatue of her in braſs, 
formed out of the ſpoils taken at Marathon, is placed, of ſo 485 
dous a ſize, as to be a mark for ſhips ſailing at a great diſtance. 
Beſide theſe appropriated to the gods and heroes, I ſhould inform 
thee, that there are ſeveral other public buildings, deſigned for places: 
of exerciſe and entertainment. Their theatres in particular grow: 


daily more and more ſplendid, and their gymnaſia are built with ſo 


much grandeur and magnificence, as to appear almoſt like towns. 85 


And a little way from the city is another Ceramicus, deſigned and 
ſet apart for the burying-place of all thoſe who have done ſervice to 
their country by their lives, or honour to it by their deaths; near 
which is an eneloſure and plantation called the Academy, to which 
the philoſophers and men of letters (here a large tribe) daily reſort, 
and entertain themſelves or their diſciples with diſquiſitions and de- 
bates upon all points of ſcience. In a word, it were endleſs to re- . 
cite all the ſtructures and curioſities with which this city abounds; 
and yet amidſt all this pomp, and among the infinite number of build- 
ings, it may ſeem. wonderful, that. there are none but what are in = 
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| to inquire into the lives and 
of ſuch Athenians, whether li 1 * a. 2s are mot 


remarkable for the ſervices they try, or 
the miſchiefs they have done ours; and fond thee 3 commentaries 
of them incloſed. In perufin i 
_ that it was not chance or ill- fortune which the Perſians are to 
for their defeats; when thou ſhalt learn, and by ſo many inſtances 


of the reſolute but cool courage of MIL TIA DES, the 


RISTIDES, the e 

deportment of CI xo; (I mention not 

Vert no ſtranger to his abilities in the ſervice of our great ma. 

narch j) when thou ſhalt conſider the great and elevated ſoul 0 

PERICLES, directing all his care and thought, his whole life and for- 
tune, to the ſervice of his coun 


"HEMISTOCLES, as 
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that under ſuch rs, ſo ſmall a ſtate ſhould have fo 
long withſtood and baffled: che repeated a attacks of the moſt for- 
midable empire in the world. Nay, were it not for the counters 
poiſe that theſe heros have in the 'peryerſeneſs and folly, the 
fickleneſs and reſentment of thoſe with whom they have to do, 1 
ſhould not be without apprehenſion, that danger might-approach 


even the throne of CyRUs. May the Gazzxs continue to fight our 


battles by their unſeaſonable diſſenſions; and while they have their 
CLEONS and their ToLMIDEs's, the deſigns of even a PERIcLES 
mult ever prove as abortive as they lately did, when he convened 


all the ſtates of Greece, and employed the utmoſt power of his- 


eloquence, to engage them in a league againſt the great king, but 
to no purpoſe, But here I pauſe, and my ſoul even ſhudders, 
while I recite to thee a particular concerning THEMISTOCLES, little 


known, and therefore not inſerted among the relations which I ſend 


thee. It ſeems, that ſhortly after obtaining that fatal victory over 


the Perſians, (when the preſence of XERXES added to his diſgrace,) 
in conjunction with, and by the aſſiſtance of the confederated fleet 
of all their allies, he made a propoſal to Axi8TIDEs, (who was 
commiſſioned by the city to receive and judge of it privately,) to fall 
on and deſtroy that very fleet, in order to render Athens abſolute 


at ſea. AR1STIDEs reported, that nothing indeed could be more 


| advantageous to, or more promote the power of the commonwealth, 
than TyHeMISTOCLEs's propoſal ; but withal, that it would be the 
moſt unjuſt thing in the world to execute it. On this it was 


dropped, and THEMISTOCLEs's friends ſay, that it was a high love 


and regard for his country, which alone put him on a deſign, which 
his ſoul otherwiſe would have abhorred, But can a love of one's 
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HE 8 dos 8 Athens 8 its approaches by.” 


"flow but ſure ſteps. The Peloponneſians have made no in- 


curſion upon the territory of Attica; they ſeem bent upon reducing 
ſuch cities as are allied to their enemies, whereby they may. be ſe- 
cured from their annoyance, and have a ſafe retreat even in an 
adverſary 8 country : they are now ſet down before Platæa, à city in 
firm alliance with this ſtate. AxchipAuvs the Lacedæmonian 
king, upon advancing toward the city, was addreſſed by deputation 
from the Platzans, who remonſtrated to- him how un juſtifiable the 
hoſtilities were which he was preparing, ſince the liberty and privi- 
leges of that city were conferred upon it by the unanimous voice of 
Greece, for their gallant behaviour in the Perſian war, and were in 
a particular manner confirmed by PausANIAs, the Lacedzmonian 
general, with a promiſe of inviolable ſecurity. Axch IDAMUS- made 
anſwer, that he had no obj ection to their pretenſions, provided they 
would join in reſcuing that common liberty from the tyranny of 


Athens, which they had ſo bravely defended againſt the arms of 


Perſia; or at leaſt, that they would be neutral as to all hoſtilities, 


and 
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and give them the ſame en reception they. _ 4 Abe 
nians; or if they pleaſed, they might intruſt him with the poſſeſſion. | | 


of their city, which he would preſerve from the leaſt n and . 'Y 
reſtore to them, with all its properties and immunities, at. con- I 


cluſion of the war; and in the mean time, would connfihath what 

might be ſufficient for their ſubſiſtence. | Anſwer was made to theſe | 
propoſals, that they could not poſſibly yield to them, without ac. q 
quainting the Athenians, who had their wives and children within | 
their walls; and deſired a truce of three or four days for this pur- 


poſe, which was, accordingly allowed. The Platzan deputies were 


received here with expreſſions of the higheſt reſpe& and affection, 


and aſſurance of fidelity to their engagements on the fide of Athens, 
and were ſent back to the city with earneſt exhortations that no con- Z 
* ceffions might be made to their common enemy ; which ſo far pre · 

vailed upon the . that they * to abſwer wm n oy 


—_—  — 


from the walls. | ; : 116771 nan 


Upon perceiving this, ARCHIDAMUS, (as though it were impious 


to aſſault a city yet under the protection of its gods,) after invoking 


the tutelar deity and guardian powers of Platza to witneſs the juſtice 


of his whole conduct in the amicable terms he had offered, and the 


| juſt vengeance he was going to execute for their iu blocked up 


the city. The ſeveral aſſaults he has made, t maintained with D 


the utmoſt bravery, have proved unſucceſful again the ſtratagems 


or . reſolution with which the Platæans either evade or repulſe 


4 them ; ſo that ths event of this 85 muſt be the . of another 


letter 


II „ have been hitherto unſucceſsful at Platza, che 
Athenians have been more ſo in an expedition lately made by their 


army in Thrace. Two thouſand heavy-armed men and two hun- 
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gaged the Athenians near + partum. The Cha 
ary heavy-armed ſoldiers were worſted, and fle 
in another part of the action, their horſe and light- armed 
thoſe of the Athenians. A reſerve in the town; being reinforced by 
another ſmall party from the Olynthians, made a freſh auc en 
the Athenians; upon which they - retreated to their bagg: ke 
joined two companies left there. From hence they annoyed the 
enemy with their miſſive weapons, who gave ground, and the Athe- 
nians advanced forward, and they continued to retire. The Athe- 
nians, through the warmth of purſuit, being drawn out into an in- 
convenient ſituation, the Chalcidian horſe attacked them, broke their 
ranks, and put them to flight. The three commanding officers and 
confiderable part of the men are cut. off, and the remnant of the de- 
 feated army took refuge i in Pontidza. I have ſent thee this ſhort 
account of the engagement, as it is brought by an expreſs juſt arrived 
from Thrace, not doubting but thou wilt have a a more re particular 01 one 
by a nearer POOR. 7 


» ew 


Thus do the foes of Perſia continue to waſte each other, od pre- — 
vent, by their own animoſities, that vengeance which they have 4 
reaſon to dread from thy councils. and the arms of ARTAXERXES. 3 

I know not whether the ſhame and loſs of this defeat will ſo much 

affect the minds of this people, as another loſs they are like to. ſuſ- 

tain; I mean that of PerIcLEs himſelf, whoſe health ſenſi ibly de- 
cays, which, I am perſuaded, ought to be more dear to them than 
1 N | ; the 
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A e Lives of thouſands, The nge 
8 no 1 men, ſpared not PERICLES 3+ 


| led with his diſtemper, without 
| keep pace with ſuch a ſoul ? its efforts are too 


NS 5 | for: * en which united it; like a fierce lion in the toils, 
EE 7 8 activity is reſtrained, it has almoſt burſt through | its confi 

N . and will ſoon leave its unworthy concomitant, and fly to the 

which are allotted to thoſe who vs ſpent a” 


| E in the ſervice of their country. air E ee 58 2_. 
3 | | PP © 555 nor oy $09 mort yITaq Cr Bs 
3 . 5 „ F r e | 
H oven thou art by extraction a Greek, yet I no more ſulpeat. 2 | 
| „ chy attachment to the religion, than our generous monarch | 
. does thy fidelity to the government, of Perſia. I know thou muſt | 
% alike diſapprove the unſteadineſs of thy country” 8. polity and Philo- 
118 ſophy. The ſcruples thou haſt imparted to me I receive as an 
| „ inſtance of tenderneſs to our faith, which you wiſh to ſee purged of 
5 | all doubts. But this cannot be, CLEANDER ; the origin, power, 
„ | and dealings of ARIMANIUS with the ſons, of men are myſterious ; 
| ; and unaccountable ; they puzzle the ableſt ſpeculatiſt with gloomy 
apprehenſions and inexplicable difficulties ; while the contemplation 
of ORoMAsDEs refreſhes the ſoul with agreeable truths, and branches 
out into innumerable paths of delightful knowledge. Wonder not 
# 1 e 
b ; | | 
th . p | 
b | | | 
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withdraw thy attention, and place it where it may ever be employed 
with delight and ſatisfaction. How ſweet is the view of an ex- 
panded lawn, or the azure field of heaven; after the eye has been 


Fati gued with prying 'into a difficult ſcheme, or narrowly viewing 


ſome complex piece of machinery? Such is the refreſ 


ment the 


ſoul feels, when it turns from AR1MANI1vUs to beloved VESDAN , 


from confuſion to order, from diſcord to peace, from the author of 
ill to the ever-beauteous ſource of all good. I am unwilling to blame 
thy anxiety for man; yet thy knowledge of our holy prophet makes 
it blameable : he, one would think, ſhould: have diſperſed the cloud 
that hung over us, when he debaſed the enemy of our nature, 
the vile ARIMANIUS, who aſpired to equal the higheſt, and had 


infuſed an opinion of his equality into the minds of deluded mortals. 
The enlightened ſage was conſcious of his ufurpation ; he queſtioned 


xpect not to have all chy dete ended concerning L 
the nature of that evil one, whoſe beſt emblem is darkneſs; rather — 
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his ſovereignty, he dethroned the impoſtor, and pronounced him 


impotent. From that hour a ſweet ſerenity poſſeſſed the heart of 
true believers ; ; an ineſtimable ſolace from the aſſurance that we are 


altogether in the hands of benign TES DAN; a conſolation envied us 


by curſed AHRIMAN, which even now he labours to ſubvert, and 
leave thy boſom deſtitute of peace. But let not the dignity of Oro- 
MASDES ſuffer in thy opinion, who can as arbitrarily diſpoſe of 
ARIMANIUS, as of the meaneſt of his creatures ; and will not fail to 


plunge him in everlaſting miſery, for his rebellious attempts to with- 
draw his adorers, when all the evil he delights in, and is permitted 
to exerciſe, will prey upon himſelf, Theſe are truths, CLEANDER, 


taught by the wiſdom of ZzrDusnT, and are a purer emblem of 


the Amen; chan oy bows ame hs ont in 1 the temple of BAL! H. 


* YexsDaAN and Annnxare two t names for Ononawwes . — 
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Reſt ſecure, that mankind, whi 
will find juſtice ; every action will be e in 1 alance 
thoſe angels, who. guard. that üdge ich all mortals ruſt. pe 
Our own deeds will determine our ha opineis 


1 E. 121 R * 


kingdom of AuRIMAN.,. What! ſayeſt ene dall the © winks. 


AHRIMAN be permitted to puniſh thoſe whom he has ſeduce 


Doubt it not, CLEANDER ; they ho liſtened to his ſugge 


have their lot with him. To inflict, ill is an imperfection: the g great 


OROMASDES cannot do it; thoſe therefore whoſe -lives call for 


- Puniſhment, are aſſigned over to that being, who is the parent of all 


ill, OROMASDEs only draws his protection from the unhappy . 

wretches, and ARIMANIUS. ftrait. perceives that his I 
enlarged ; he takes poſſeſſion of them, as quickly as darkneſs takes | 
the place of light, when the * Muranze links baneath. 4 ibs | 


weſtern mountains, 


Is it not enough that we know AHRIMAN is our | foe? that Mr 


triumphs in our weakneſs? Is not this all the knowledge of him 


that is uſeful to us? Muſt we alſo inquire into his origin, and the 


reaſon of his power ? Shall we not truſt the counſels df Heaven, 
unleſs we be made privy to them; which, like a dazzling beam of 
light upon the feeble eye-ball, would confound inſtead of enlight- 
ening the human mind ? When we make any real progreſs in i. 
ence, how ſlow and ſhort are our ſteps? Vet we ſuffer ourſelves to 
graſp at immenſity, to ſtretch the imagination beyond the limits of 
time, and inquire into the nature of eternity, whether good and evil 
be of equal duration, and whether in conſequence their power muſt | 


be the ſame ; whether, if AHRIMAN had a beginning, he can with 


out impiety be numbered amongſt the works of OROMAs DES; or 


whether the elements (from whence the frame of nature was called 


forth by the voice of OROMASDEs) are not of a generative power, 
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dend e have been employed 0 
ſucceſs; for ſome truths can never be diſcloſed, bee 


beg, & repugnant e te dir in cena CNY, could not 
dwelt amongſt us, whoſe ae — as a refreſhing 


oor lag Aeg Ne thaw 


the parched earth, ſunk into the boſom of hs thirſty been. He 


was deeply ſkilled in the invariable laws of nati 
berly of the motives of F 


tence itſelf, - He all org: Frag 


elements, and whatever i is merely of their compoſition, have the ar- 


bitrary will of -YESDAN as a laws; en gs are 1 by ee 
and know no choice. Where G river BS tha! 
fore is 8 and Seite vending: teavenly 
and may chooſe amiſs like him, until by a ſteady perſeverance in 
right they render themſelves habitually an 
approach to their Maker, who cannot do ill. 'a one. as thoſe I 
can ſuppoſe the curſed AHRIMAN once to b_ hw a refined ſpirit 


full of excellence and beauty, he aroſe from the creating hand 
of OROMASDES, fit to preſide over and regulate the frame of na- 
ture, and perhaps employed in that glorious ſervice, happy in the 


powers of his nature, in his eminence of ſtation, and the contempla- 
tion of his immortality. I can conceive him venturing even to 
doubt, whether there be a power ſufficient to diſſolve an immortal 


has purpoſely” thrown a veil over them. | Anzaman cannot, 6 ay 


a cauſe. It is 


ſpirit like himſelf, * brought into beige ſeemed to have an 
| r independent 
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of himſelf alone that part of the univerſe which he ſuperintended. 
The Almighty would not counteract his own wiſe decree; he would. 
not interfere with freedom, which his all- ſeeing eye then peree ml 
to be abuſed : but from that moment he withdrew his cheriſhing i in⸗ 
fluence from the apoſtate ſpirit, who was as it were expelled „ 
preſence which gladdens the univerſe. Immediately he ſhed all bis 
excellence; his comelineſs fell from him, and he abhorred his om 
deformities, but much more all that was fair and good, which could 
upbraid him with the glory he had forfeited, and his preſent exe 
crable lot. The wicked mee he had indulged himſelf i in 
were now unreſtrained, and the ſole e he could e was the 
N of himſelf. in ill. 125 wr e ee 

Mayſt W CLEANDER, and arguments Ne to avec thy 
doubts, and juſtify to thyſelf the ways of Providence, ſo as to look 
with indifference on the. dangers. to which the nature of thy em- 
ployment ſubjects thee; and if they ſhould: take hold of thee, to 
bear thy fate with leſs concern chan * who know Wow; muſt bear 
the report. Aüieuu.᷑ „ 
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* HAVE now found lifes noblk Onsamzs, t to complete my deſign 1 LETTER 


of | giving thee a curſory view of the Preſent ſtate of philoſophy i in 
Greece; and however imperfe& the execution of it. proves, let me 
venture to hope, that by taking my ſhare in' this literary corre- 
ſpondence, | by make the moſt ſuitable return to the letters thou haſt © 
lately favoured me with, on the hieroglyphical learning of the 


* XXXVIIL.. 


— 


Egyptians; a ſubject on which, it might be eaſily imagined, that 5 
the acuteneſs of thy judgment, and the e 11 "wy AA One ” 


both oh n to 1 


A our philofoplacil an we te AG gone hy 45 


| — 


ſect of THALES, and are next to paſs through that of PYTHAGORAS. | 
This celebrated philoſopher, | born in the fourth year. of the 43d 
olympiad, was (according to the general opinion) the ſon of a | 


ſculptor at Samos; but the meanneſs of his parentage did not hinder 


him from being educated under one of the greateſt men of his time, 


PHERECYDES of Syrus, who firſt taught the immortality of the ſoul. 


Upon his death, PYTHAGoRAs determined to trace ſcience as it 


were up to its fountain-head, and'to ſupply himſelf with freſh ſtores 


of it in thoſe parts of the world where it ſeems to have ariſen. 
Animated by this defire of knowledge, he ſubmitted to that tedious | 


and diſcouraging courſe of preparatory diſcipline, which is neceſſary to 


obtain the benefit of Egyptian initiation. When he had made him- 
ſelf a thorough maſter of the ſciences, which are cultivated in the 


facerdotal 88 of Thebes and — he purſued his travels | 
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through the Faſt, converſing with the Magi and Indian Bracht * 1 
and mixing their doctrines with thoſe he had learnt in Egypt. He 
afterwards ſtudied the laws of Mixos at Crete, and t thoſe of Lr. 5 
CURGUS at Sparta. Having ſpent the earlier p part of his life in this 8 


uſeful manner, it is no wonder if he returned to Samos well ac- 


quainted with every thing curious, either i in nature or r art, in foreign 
n me with. all the aFrantaoces. aA | 


aſcendant over them. PYTHAGORAS, accuſtomed to freedom, dif. 
liked the arbitrary government. of POLYCRATES, then tyrant of 
SAMoOs, and retired to Crotona in Italy, where he opened a ſchool. 


of philoſophy ; and by the gravity and ſanctity of his manners, .the 


treat, of the tranſactions of Crotona, was collected during his ſtay 


projects, which he uſed to create reſpect and gain credit to his 


importance of his tenets, and the peculiarity of his inſtitutions, oy f 
ſpread his fame and influence over Italy and Greece, Among othe 


aſſertion, he concealed himſelf in a cave, and cauſed it to be re- 
ported that he was dead; then after ſome time he came abroad, and 
pretended that the intelligence which his friends gave him in his re- 


in the other world among the ſhades of the departed. He formed 


the diſciples, who came from all parts to put themſelves under his 
direction, into a kind of republic, where none were admitted till a 
ſevere probation had ſufficiently exerciſed their patience and docility. 


He afterwards divided them into the eſoteric and exoteric claſſes: to 
the former he entruſted the more ſublime and ſecret doctrines, to the 


latter the more ſimple and popular. This great man found himſelf 
able to unite the character of the legiſlator to that of the philoſo- 
pher, and to rival LycuRGUus and ORPHEvUs in the one, PHERE- 
cyDEs and THALES in the other; following, in this particular, the 
patterns ſet him by the Egyptian prieſts, his inſtructors, who are 
| | not 
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them, En 3 — 
republic 4. ee kg pi ps the inhabitants from a ſtate of 
luxury and difſoluteneſs, to be eminent for order and een, Whilſt | 
he lived, he was frequently conſulted by the neighb 
licks, as the coun ſer of their differences, and the for aer of their 
| ſince hi n (which happened about the. n 
jyoth olympiad, in a tumult raiſed againſt him by one 
Crrox) the ee wir affairs has generally been intruſted 
to ſome of his diſciples, amongſt whom, to; produce the authority 
of their maſter for any aſſertion, is fulficient to eſtabliſh the truth of 
it without further inquiry. The moſt celebrated of the philoſophical 
notions of PYTHAGORAS are thoſe een the nature of the 
Deity, the tranſmigration of ſouls different bodies, (which he 
borrowed from the Brachmans,) N the ſyſtem of the world. As 
to the formers he held that God was diffuſed through all parts of 
rſe, like a kind of univerſal ſoul, pervading every particle 
of mattes and animating every living ereature, from the moſt 8 __ 
temptible reptile to mankind themſelves, who. ſhare a larger portion 
of the divine ſpirit. . The metempſychoſis was founded on | this | 
maxim, that as the ſoul was of celeſtial origin, it could not- be an- 
nihilated, and therefore, upon abandoning one body, ne ily re- 
moved into another; and 3 did penance . its k vici- 
ous inclinations, in the ſhape of a beaſt or an inſect, before it ap- 
peared again in that of a human creature. He pretended that he 
had a particular faculty given him by the gods, of remembering the 
various bodies his own ſoul had paſſed through, and confounded ca- 
villers by referring them to his own experience. In his ſyſtem of 
the world, the third doctrine which diſtinguiſhes his ſect, was a 
ſuppoſition, that the ſun was at reſt in the centre, and that the earth, 
the moon, and the other planets moved round it in diſſerent orbits. 
_ —_— — eee — 
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W—— numbers, and held that ſome particular ones obtain 4 


fancies, or the a of his followers, I know not. It is cer. 
tain he was a great geometrician, and inveſtigated a famous problem, 
which goes by his name; nor was he leſs {killed in the knowledge 
of nature, though I give no credit to the miraculous ſecrets * 
ſuppoſed to be maſter of, neither will I tire thee by mentioning uch 
idle fables. This remarkable circumſtance may ſerve to conclude 
my account of him, that he was the firſt who called himſelf by the 
5 modeſt title Philoſo ;pher, a lover of wiſdom only; whereas the ſages, 
his predeceſſors, ſtiled themſelves Sophor, the wiſe, arrogantly af. 
| ſuming a name, which the voice of mankind alone has a right to be 
ſtow, and ſuppoſing they poſſeſſed what moſt of them all their Wh | 


ſucceeded him in the Italic School, or MNEMARCHUS his ſon, whe 
had next the honour to be advanced to his father's place.  EMPs- 
DOCLEs of Agrigentum is at preſent the -moſt celebrated philoſopher 


I ſhall only fay, that it excludes the exiſtence of a Deity, and aſeribes 
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force and ſignific: ney ; but whether theſe: were his o bimſien!! 


porſucd without obtaining. 


by 
— — 


There 58 few particulars known concerning Axis Ts, who 


of this ſect: there are ſeveral wonderful ſtories told of him. He 


ſeems, like PYTHAGORAS, to be an able naturaliſt, exalted into a 


magician by the ignorant and ſuperſtitious. N to him, the 
four elements are the firſt principles of all things, which continue in 


a perpetual flux and agitation, occaſioned by two different qualities, 


an uniting and a ſeparating one, which, as they prevail, vary the 
productions and effects of nature. DEMOcRirus of Abdera (with 
whom I will conclude this account. of the Greek philoſophy) has 
made himſelf famous, by maintaining the atomical fyſtem; of which 


the formation of the world to the fortuitous concourle of unpe 
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able atoms 3 with motion. The ftrange humour and temper 


of the man is not unſuitable to ſo ſtrange a doctrine; he finds occa- 8 
ſion for laughter in every incident of human life; a funeral or a 
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triumph, an aſſembly of ſenators or a company of fools contribute 
equally to his mirth; juſt the contrary character to HxRAcLITuS of | 


| Epheſus, who finds occaſion: for tears in the ſame actions which ex- 


cite laughter in the other. Theſe are the chief ſyſtems of philoſo- | 
phy - prevailing at preſent in Greece - and the profeſſors of them, | 


while they outwardly conform to the religion of the country, are are 


not only tolerated, but meet with public honours and encourage | 


ment. Thou mayſt eaſily judge from the differences, which are 


allowed in the moſt important points, as the nature of the gods, 


the immortality of the ſoul, and a future ſtate, that the religion of 


the Greeks conſiſts rather in a variety of ceremonies and rites, 


adapted to the particular powers and attributes of their local deities, 7 


than in points of belief, and eſtabliſhed doctrines in theological 


matters. Thou wilt likewiſe obſerve, on what unſtable foundations 
the knowledge of nature is at preſent bullt, whilſt every ſect frames 
a peculiar hypotheſis, - (which has no relation, either in the general | 
principles, or particular branches of it, to any of the reſt,) and then 


endeavours to balance the want of reaſons by the weight of num 
bers; as if the only point to be conſidered was, how to perplex 
mankind by the variety of oppoſite tenets, inſtead of enlightening 


their underſtandings to overbear them by poſitive aſſertions, inſtead 


of convincing them by ſolid arguments. Till thoſe happy times ſhall 


come, when nature may perhaps deign to unfold her ſecrets to the 
ſearches of inquiſitive mortals, let us be contented to gratify our 
curioſity in theſe ſpeculations, without expecting from chem much 

real nenen in ſeienoe. Farewel. #7 fl 
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IN have ſcarcely a guide to conduct us in our ſearches through che darker 
and more myſterious ages of antiquity. The Grecian hiſtory i Bank. 
eminent proof of this remark, ſince the earlieſt æra of it is very dif. 


Some lay, there is nothing certain before the Trajan war; and th. 


ſeem a kind of paradox to ſay it,) that poetical fiction was. univete. 
fally received in the world before hiſtorical certainty. Hence is it, 
that fable has uſurped, the place of truth, and, except. trac 
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\ Expaxpan, to Hrpaueys. 


1¹ * was not without reafons. my Uxpacers, that = I promi d 
thee an account of the Grecian poets and hiſtorians, E by with 
e character of the former; ſince it is certainly true, (though/ it may 
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ferently ſtated. by the different authors who baye written. upon. _ 


no compiler appeared, who was held in any degree of rep 


till above 500 years after it, Others there are, who date from the bs 2 
b ginning © of the olympiads ; and many believe that period in the a 


of time, which is ennobled by the reign of our great Cyrus the firſt, 


whoſe authority may be relied on. If thou ſhouldſt ſuggeſt to th 80 . 


| ſelf, that perhaps the writers I am now ſpeaking | of, lay no ſort of 


weight upon the credit of the oldeſt traditions, give me leave to 


that ſeveral have expoſed themſelves to the juſteſt. cenſure. by f. r 


| into the contrary extreme. Such as they who, ſtudious of, ſhewing 


their regard to the ancient reformers, deliverers, or benefactors | of ; 
mankind, have overheated their imagination, quitted the common 
theatre of life, and ſoaring beyond the bounds of human probability, i 


have loſt themſelves in thoſe clouds to which they have exalted their 


heroes. I ſhall not pretend to determine which of theſe are in the 


* | 
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chk U whotice the latter for Rr at Wine ſome kiſtorical facts, Ly 


| have not expreſſed too duch dependance on the authority of the 


poets and tradition ; or whether the former, for fear of giving into 
fiction and rhapſody, have not unreaſonably deſpiſed the authority 
of both. But this we may venture to pronounce, hat in all the 
I accounts which have been given us of che firſt times, it is out of the 
power of en one to o decide Where tbe fable COS, or "the & truth - 


W 


1 Wan own to WR Nr 1 Kos OR EO OR TY to 
trace, in ſpeculation, the cauſe of that error and confuſion whict 
prevails among the precarious traditions of the Greek antiquity : 
and though the ſearch has too commonly ended in refinement, yet 
the very mention .of it at preſent invites me to put -down-thoſe 
conjectures i in writing, Which ons. ere . mY OT in 
Private. 


— 


terate, poſſeſſed o no eee. ec 
certain the truth of hiſtorical facts, rely on 
lations, unpractiſed in all the neceſſary arts of life and 
After ſome centuries it N s, that they received the culture of 
humanity from Phœnician and Apps colonies de het firſt 
of whom they were FR in trade, navigation, and the ufe of 
letters ; by the laſt, they were initiated into civil wiſdom, the politer 
ſciences, and religious myſteries. Thou knoweſt, that the nn 
and mat excellent part of the Agyptian | arning is allegorical ; 
is generally believed, that many of their embletnatical: Slate 8 
tranſplanted into Greece, and embraced with a. ſuperſtitious ve ; 
by the ignorant multitude. The deſigh of theſe allegories is, to 
conceal the i important doctrines of religion m apprehenſion 4. 
| „„ and 
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and- "OY of them bear a beautiful-reſemblance to en lens n 
— 2 hiſtory, or appearances! in morals or in nature. Hence aroſe. the 
number of monſtrous ſtories? oon erning their deities ANC \ heroes, | = 
which the primitive Greek ſages (ſome of whom, were informed iu 
theſe points by the Egyptians, who had ſettled among them, and 
others had travelled to the very colleges of the prieſts for informa, 
tion) underſtood and explained to their ſcholars. _ But when: theſe . 
ſtories fell afterwards into the hands of fanciful men, many new ones 
were added to the old, which defaced the beauty of the alluſions, 
and the allegorical ſenſe being perverted or forgotten, the literal 3 
alone remains. Thus the ſhadow is preſerved inſtead of the ſub- 
ſtance; hiſtorical certainty has been loſt amidſt theſe emblematical . 
fables, and the firſt inventors of allegory have vitiated and corrupted 
that truth, which they only intended to diſguiſe. In a word; the 
mythology of the Greeks is intermingled with their e and i 
one principal cauſe of its uncertainty, 1 2 
It has already been inſinuated, chat the antient t Grech ai | 
no original annals or records to. poſterity, on which it were poſſible 
to ground an hiſtory of the early ages: but may I not be permitted 
to ſuppoſe, that had any genuine records of a nation, ſo long un- 
cultivated as the Grecian, eſcaped out of the ruins of barbarous an- 
tiquity, they would have proved too jejune and unintereſting to 
afford good materials for an hiſtory? For indeed what could be 
expected from a country, one while overrun with ſpoil and rapine, 
where the inhabitants purſued no uniform method of life, continu- 
ally wandering and unfixed, like a lawleſs rout of ſavages? Or what 
could be expected from a people, another while employed in the 
lingering work of reformation, endeavouring to lay aſide the rude- - 
neſs of their manners, and to exert, though faintly, the : rational 
faculties of their nature? Nothing, that would not have been un- 
"> onhy | 
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ork the notice of future generations, and beneath the Sanity of L 


ETTER | 


hiſtory to dwell upon. In order therefore to compenſate for "A. 1 


defect, the hiſtorians, as well as rhapſodiſts, in treating of thoſe 
ages, have been obliged to make up in fiction, what they wanted i in 
reality; and the firſt times are rather to be conſidered as a period 
adorned with the fables of poetry, than eſtabliſhed on undoubted 
monuments. But however the devices of fancy may delight and 5 
amuſe us, in reading of the dark ages, they could never have con- 
tributed to our entertainment, had they been thrown into the ac- 
counts of ſucceeding times. It i is there we require ſomething more 
ſolid, nor ſhould we be inclined to bear with the overwrought pro- 
ductions of fable. For when the Grecians united in ſociety, and 
royalties and commonwealths were introduced, we find ourſelves ar- 
riving at greater certainty every ſtep we take, and the light of hiſ- 
torical truth breaking i in upon us, the further we advance. Nor will 
this be a matter of wonder to thee, HYyDASPES, when thou . 
ſidereſt that the one may be regarded as the cauſe and parent of the 
other. It was good government, which gave life and being to hiſ- 
tory, and the juſt legiſlator made way for the judicious annalift, 
For as in youth, while the judgment i is unſteady, and the principles 
of men are forming, imagination is apt to ſupply the want of pru- 
dence; but when they come to years of maturer diſcretion, their 


cooler and more deliberate reaſon takes Place: ſo the province of 


poetical invention is very wiſely ſeated in the infancy of the world, 
while the order of government was neglected, and mankind continued 
in a ſtate of nature; but when political ſocieties increaſed, and civil 


inſtitutions were formed, the intereſts and policy of contending ſtates 5 


opened at once a ſeries of ſurpriſing actions, far excelling the legends 
of the poets, and preſented a fair topic to the pu of: an 9 5 


Adieu. 


LETTER 


. 
— — 


4 » — 
4 , * - "4 & ho — * I * 
ä „ e ONS | 
CORY EYE. Ws: os | 7 * . * K | 
5 \ CREOLE ESL II)! 8 8 
75 l 
oP. 7% "7 * * FI 5 
5 A”. Bo. / CIOs 
N ; 2 N 
* 4 * ? ; 
4 * 
i : ; a 4 N 
: , | - 
® Lis 
\ * f 4 ) 
, v FI g 
„ IIS. 
4 þ 
o 172 * 53 
1 * | 
5 $37 & 
* » 
"+ — 
« 


* 


| p 4 1 x 4 
9 by ; . % x 5 3 | 
1 C * K 9 . . 
| 2 N : p . 
7 x $.& 
* . 95 e ; 1 * MY 8 bY 
l 4 fy 4 5 
, 4 a 0 . 4 8 : . 9 . . : by 4 
, v ? * ; ; > = et 1 ; "a - 
* 5 4 F{ s * 1 — 1 % : 4 ? £ 
0 * 1 = = \ - 8 
6 1 8 a 
p ! = . * 
* * 5 I 
4 
. 8 8 8 
7 ak wg 5; 45M 1 4 8 


: ! as Wy 1 Mea 4 "Is ; 2 a . 285 5 . PEN x 
4) * * 
Fx % A 1 r 59 
CLEANDER | to ZoBRY/ 8, bief rib 2 e 
7 . 88 a 
he 7 & 2 * A 8 
8 * 88 1 W 


* univerſal ſorrow and confiition reign at l in this city; ; 
the old and the young, the civil magiſtrate and the military 
off cer, the private citizen and the recluſe ſcholar, join equally in in 
deploring the irretrievable misfortune which has befallen Athens, 
and look upon themſelves as equally involved in its fatal conſe- 
quences. Thou mayſt at firſt imagine, potent lord, that che late 
devouring peſtilence has returned; that the naval force of this e. 
public, its ornament and bulwark, has been defeated by the formid- 


able fleet of Corinth; or that the victorious arms of Peloponneſus F-4 


have waſted Attica with fire and ſword, and are now forming the 
ſiege of its metropolis. But none of theſe calamities have hap- | 
| pened ; and to detain thee no longer, thou wilt not, I believe, be 
ſurpriſed at ſo general a concern, when I inform thee that PeRICLES 
is dead, whoſe counſels have ſet his countrymen at the head of | 
Greece, whoſe ſteady conduct has carried them with honour through 
the greateſt difficulties, and whoſe military ſkill has given motion = 
their fleets and armies, during an adminiſtration of forty years. He 
died this evening at his houſe in the Ceramicus, of a fever, that has 
hung upon him for ſeveral months, and was occaſioned by a ſevere 
ſhock, which his conſtitution received from the plague, when it raged 
here, which all the art of phyſic, though exerted by HIPPOCRATES ; 
himſelf, could never reſtore. His greatneſs of ſoul and natura flow 
of ſpirits made him diſregard the approaches of danger: he was 
| ſeen every day in the aſſemblies bag the people, exhorting them to 


. | | continue 


* „ 


5 A 7 H E * 1A N * ETTER 8. c N | 

contin war with a vigour becoming the Athenian 
| pointing Out to them 5 meth, | 
He uſed to fit late in the ſenate, debating on projects for diſtreſſing 
the enemy, and ſecuring the commerce Af Athens, or drawing up 


diſpatches for their commanders and miniſters * He . 
quently viſited the fortifications and harbour; exami 


— 


with his own eyes, one while preſſing forward de een of L 


out here necel. s; at another, reviewing the th 


Ty WALL add | works; till at laſt, as t 
weakneſs of his body by no mea 


their ſhips, ' pada all the amiga which the manner of fitting them 


ns anſwered the zeal of his heart - 
for the public ſervice, he was obliged to leave off appearing abroad, 
and to call i in that aſſiſtance from ee which ke had too long 
ne obs 54 | 


. a Grſt news bod bis 1 W of Shape 4 


flocked to the temples, particularly thoſe of JUPITER THE COUN- 
SELLOR, and MINERVA the Patroneſs of Athens, to ſolicit, with 


prayers and offerings, the continuance of ſo valuable à life, 'as the 
greateſt national bleſſing they could beſtow, and the ſtrongeſt proof 
that Athens was ſtill under he protection and auſpicious influence 
of her guardian - deities. During the ſhort gleams of hope, and 
quick returns. of fear, which ſucceeded each other in the progreſs 
of the diſtemper, all publick affairs were at a ſtand: no news from 
their armies or ſquadrons enquired after; and the truth of an old 
obſervation, was verified, that mankind more ſenſibly perceive the 


excellence of any ing from the want than from the enjoyment 
AWE 


The behaviour of PERICLES, in the whole courſe of his illneſs, 
was comp oſed and magnanimous, entirely conſiſtent with the reſt of 


zops, and 


/ 


RL. 


„ = W 4 a 
s'of ſupplying the expence of i it. N - 


* 


2 rx is li 
7 PR « wits" to 11 remar - 
8 many days efore- his dea, were bing in "4 
En - _ courſing of his virtue and authority, Ft ” memorable © ; "4 
. . the trophies he had ſet up, whilſt he comman J 
——_—_— i ede not ee that he was then atten 4 
| | ſudden he called out to us, 't ö 
| ; itn which we had mentioned, were common to him with the 
„ great men whom Athens had produced; and that, beſides, 3 
| | might lay claim to part of the merit of them; but, contim | 
| . vou have omitted what I moſt value myſelf upon, that in m 5 
adminiſtration none of my fellow. citizens ever wore mourning nr 
| : my account. We, who were then preſent, were ſo moved with this 
6 . ſpeech, that we melted into tears, which I dare ſay a man of = 
. „ RICLES his ſenſe took for the higheſt panegyric we ce Mm. | 
Lam ſure it was the moſt natural. ; 5 B 3 
I have taken care to ſend away my diſpatch by a ſhip that 
immediately out of the port for Epheſus ; and as the wind ſets fair, 
and the expreſs who is charged with it, is uſed to e | 
„ ies, I doubt not but it will bring the earlieſt advice to £ 
| Perſia of this remarkable and intereſting event. Adieu. eee 5 0 
” 5 From Athens. 2 Ee os © 
| | . ore! 2422 WY 
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His father Xamvzevvs-defeated'the-Perfizns-at the famoubbylllanet —mu 
Mycale +] 1 10 t , A 1 RIS . Was n | 1 1 ü N e 6 e F — 7 1 ; | 3 5 | 
who drove 


tinguiſhed for their families and fortunes; ſhould yet, upon His firſt © Ax 
appearance in ea eee UN 3 the people, and ſteadily ab- 05 = 
|. here to it in che courſe of his political conduct. But very ſufficient | — 


reaſons may be anne for it: the principal of them was, that When e | 1 
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he began to appear.as a 1 fie the offices and honours of as; 
Nate, Ci oN was univerſally regarded a as the champion of the 4 


tocratical faction; and there was no other way to counterbalance his 


he was thus heated with oppoſition, and ſometimes perſo bras 
dangered from the practices of his enemies, it muſt be owned he 


authority, or to eſtabliſh. his own upon the ruins of it, than by - 


. ſiding, with the oppoſite party. He diſdained to be ſecond amongſt | 
the former, when he. could be firſt amongſt the latter. For the 


great maxim, which one may trace through all his actions, was, tio 


place ws ora the bead of Greece and himiclf a therkin 


of ce. 


PS 


* Ly 
Da ; s 89 * 81 
* I. : & & «© a ES, Bf LS ARE 

o . : bc | 
* = Sx 
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| During the long and warm conteſts which Pak RICLES 5 maintained. 
3 and afterwards. with Tuucrbibzs, the one illuſtric 
for his military glory and liberal temper, the other well {ki 
in eloquence! and civil policy, he ſhewed himſelf a moſt artful and 
deſigning ateſman. He induſtriouſſy fought out every method 
that could, fix a volatile forgetful people in his intereſts ;/ and: Wh 


oftener. confulted what. might ſerve: the preſent: occaſion, than what 
would turn to the future advantage of the publick. Unable by his 


private fortunes to emulate the generous hoſpitality of CI ox, he 


propoſed, that a large fund of money, ſet apart for the neceſſities of a 
war, ſhould be diſtributed amongſt the poor citizens, every time 
they frequented the theatre at the repreſentation of a new play. IR 


is no wonder, after he had procured a law which paid them for 


tain ſalary to them for doing their duty to the RP 
ing the aſſemblies, and ſerving in the courts of juſtice; Whit 1 


going where their love of pleaſure alone would have invited them 
to go, that he ſhould be the author of another, which aſſigns a e 5 


; country, by - 


in the light rather of a ſelf-intereſted miniſter, than a uſeful patriot 
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ountry wy cannot omit Ab reducing the power of the vent 

rible wiki of the AREOPAGUS, which (as I hinted i in a former — — r 
letter *) he did with an intent to pay his court to the people, 5 EE”, e A 

babes more cee into ae hands, and Wa that of the „„ 


poblick ſuffered, by Ag be, greateſt 2...” 
 licentiouſnels of Athens almoſt entirely removed. The magnificent 
buildings, fine ſtatues, and other publick works T, which were VVV 
erected at ſuch a vaſt” expence in the courſe of his miniſtry, were were 15 . „ 
oving to theſe motives; to gain the good-will of the people in ge- 9 — Ln 
neral, for having been che propoſer and inſpector of ſuch grand gn 
undertakings, which rendered their city the admiration and reſort of "or on 
ſtrangers, and the chief ornament of Greece; to enrich the uſefu 1 1 
artiſt and induſtrious mechanic, and by ſuch a circulation of labour and __ 2:5 
wealth, to employ thoſe citizens, whoſe poverty and factious difpo- : 
ſitions might have incited them to better their own conditions, . 
_ turbing the ſecurity of the publick. Laſtly, to acquire T 
for himſelf, as durable and ſtriking as the works them Ives, which ” . 1 
were brought to perfection in fewer years, than moſt people ima- ä 
gined they would be ages in finiſhing. One cirei mſtance indeed i : ix 
contributed to raiſe a great load of envy againſt him); It was, that in © 2 
order to defray the immenſe charges of theſe works, he removec mw 7 r 
publick treaſure of Greece Bein Delos, where it uſed to be kept, to —_— 
Athens, where he had himſelf the direction of it. His enemies, both ER. 
foreign and domeſtick, had the ot plauſible topick i imas uable of „ 1 — 
accuſation againſt him, when they: aſſerted the injuſtice of laying out e 1 
the ſums contributed by the Grecian allies towards the expences . ä 
Perſian wars in deres, one particular city. PzRICLES Hkewiſe 1 
lar 5 e . heb — he * | 
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e a certain number of citizens on board i in pay for eight 


s 


F * 


. mr: ENI A N. I. ETTET ** 3 
that A thi ſquadron of gallies ſhould be ſent out every mia = = 21 


| order to ſupply their colonies abroad, and to ſail round the c tt * f 


iſlands of Greece, to collect the tributes paid by the allies to the 
Athenians. By putting this projet. in execution, two imp Dortant 
ends were gained ; the eftabliſhing of a perpetual nurſery for 


| menz and the making of the Athenian flag reſpected in whate: * 


part of the ſea it was diſplayed. Thou canſt not wonder, r ve 
miniſter, if by theſe methods, by his commanding eloquence, and 


| by his ſingular art of managing popular aſſemblies, he not only f ood. 
his ground againſt Cimon and THUCYDIDES, but puſhed his advan- 


tages ſo far, as to baniſh them both by oftraciſm. _ Yet he ſhewed 


his love for his country in the midſt of his reſentment ; for before 
the term of CIO x's baniſhment was expired, he drew up himſelf 
a decree for recalling him at the earneſt deſire of the people, ah. | 


- preſſed with an unſucceſsful war againſt Lacedæmon. It is obſerved. 


of PERICLES, that after he had ſurmounted. all oppoſition, and got 


the management of affairs into his own hands, there was a remark-- 


able change i in his conduct: he was no longer ſo compliant with _ Fs 


demand of the people, or fo ready to fall in with their, notions, : 


contrive ſchemes merely to pay his court to them; but e ; 


. purſued the regular plan of meaſures which his prudence dictated 
_ notwithſtanding their fickleneſs and diſcontent ; and partly by the 
aſcendant he had gained over their minds, partly by the force of his 


oratory, obliged them to comply ſo entirely with whatever he pro- 5 


And certainly, as it contributed not a little to fix the Athenian: 


poſed, that the government of Athens, during his life-time,” may o 7 
ſaid to have been in appearance popular, but in truth monarchical. 


and power on a ſolid baſis, that the influence of a ſingle man w 5 


an over- balance to all the inconveniences and uncertain politics of 


republican conſtitutions; ſo no man in the city deſerved to poſſeſs 
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uch an in ven E but Parc Bs. : For kis "ye rede drs 
penetrating, and extenſive, heightened by all the additional luſtre. 
that learning and philoſophy” (which he chiefly owed td Ax ATA. r 
GORAS) could afford; nor was he unacquainted with muſick — Ye 6, E 
the politer arts. Theſe accompliſhmer 8, joined to the politen 8 , f 
and dignity of His behaviour, endeared him to his fellow citizens 
but thoſe which rendered him conſiderable. amongſt. them, were r 
his maſteriy t talents of working upon their hopes and fears, fo  - 
as by the one to check their exceſlive r vhen they r 
were "cally elated with - ſucceſs ; by the other, to raiſe their 
drooping ſpirits in conjunctures of difficulty and misfortune; ; and 
next, the uſe and comprehenſion of the political maxims, which bt © nn 
conſtantly inculcated : © As that the Athenians, inſtead of waſting | EF. 3 1 =" 
« themſelves by foreign expeditions, ſhould contend for the chief 0 r 
« place among the Grecian ſtates ; that they ſhould take every op- 
« portunity of improving their naval force, and permitting n other . - 5 
to lay claim to the dominion of the ſea; that they { ſhould main= r 
« tain their dignity and honour. to the height, and ſuffer no inſuks, . r 
« however. ſeemingly ſmall, without making ſuitable returns; be- . 
6 cauſe a tame and paſſive behaviour in thoſe caſes only o  T- e = 
« open to greater infults,” - Theſe (if-I may uſe the expreſhon) \ . 
were the great outlines of his politicks, and will, if attended to, . | 
afford us a ſurer clue to his conduct, than the calumnies of his ene- 
mies, and the idle ſcandal of the comick poets. Is it not, for in- 
ſtance, much more rational and fair, to attribute the war of Samos to 
the neceſſity which he thought there was of humbling a people that 
had refuſed the Athenian mediation, and were able to diſpute the : ä 
prize of naval power with Athens herſelf, than to the intereſt f . _ 
his miſtreſs Asp As IA, whoſe countrymen of Mitylene (it is pre- 1 1 
tended) had been injured by the Samians? Does he not appear to 
have acted for the good of his country, when he diſcouraged them 


* ] 


. ATHENIAN: LETTERS. 


LETTER "0 exhauſting their treaſures and money in diſtant ſchemes; againſt 
— Sicily and: Perſia, at a time when danger nearer dome threatened. 
them? Ind whoever conliders the ſtate of affairs in Greece, 

| years before the Pelopor 

that the jealouſy of Sparta and her allies againſt the riſing empire of } 

| Athens, and the aſpiring ſpirit and arbitrary proceedings of th e latter . ] 


af tho private intereſt of PzR1CLEs to inflame it; though as the 


on a former N t 


great gallantry ; but he was remarkably cautious of he 
troops under his command ; and he never entered upon action, with- 


neſian war broke out, muſt be convinced A 


* 


were ſufficient of themſelves to excite the war, without any 


was at that ſame juncture A more than ordinary il humout ariſing 


_ againſt him, it js probable he fell in the more readily with the po. - 
pular diſpoſitions for a war, in order to divert the ſtorm that threat. 


ened himſelf, But this point! have ready 2 


| Tn his military eapacity he abe n eee with 
al ding the 


out leaving as little room as poſſible for the ficklenefs. of fortune, or 
the effects of a happy temerity. However, though the merit of his 


exploits as a general will not place him in the fame rank with Tar- 


MISTOCLES or CIMON, yet he ſet up nine trophies, whilft he com- 


manded the armies of the ſtate, and particularly diſtin e hiker 


in Beining a great naval n. over the amian. 


' Wuſtrious ease, as thou haſt already equalled this extras | 
ordinary miniſter in the extent and ſolidity of thy genius, and the 
importance of the ſervices which thou haſt performed for thy prince 


and country, | can only wiſh that thou mayeſt exceed him in length 


1 of Ces and increaſe of honour. Adieu. 


; . 7 7 * A n 
x7 8 Pp 3 
From Achens. . . | a 3 | 
* * f » ny 1 - 2. S a 


* Vide Letter iv. and xxii. 
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Osann to cinen. From Thebes... 5 | 
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imagery, in ordei to gain ſome knowledge of the ſacred cha- Fee . 
rafters, it, has been my cuſtom to ſpend a few hours every day among . | 
the valuable monuments. of learning in this place, from Wwhence! Cl 
now write to you, which is called the ſacred Library. It is an apart- 2 p 
ment belonging to that famous tomb of O8MANDUAS,; which _—_ = 
boaſt of here, (and I believe juſtly,) as one of the moſt wonderful 
fabricks now exiſting in the known world. This noble muſzum,. 
the gallery adjoining, and the chamber of the gods : and kings, far ex- 
ceed in magnificence the palaces of living monarchs. Every ſtranger, 
upon his firſt coming into #gypt, is ſtruck. with wonder at the ſtate- 
lineſs of their buildings; but more ſurprized, 1 when he finds the moſt 

magnificent piles no other than the repoſitories of a ſenſeleſs f carcaſe 
or a dried mummy. But this is the humour that prevails among 
them; for though the ſtructure of cheir private houſes is admirable 5 
in its kind, eſpecially. if compared with the buildings in other coun- 
tries, yet in their ſepulchres they far exceed them; leaving nothing 
undone, that the moſt exquiſite art can contrive to beautify the 
latter. And though there appears ſomething ridiculous in this | 
peculiarity,. this fantaſtic pageantry in death, yet upon reflecting. 
further, one cannot diſapprove of the principle which may have 
given riſe to it, or which is at leaſt kept up by it amongſt them, 
namely, the ſetting a low value upon the ſhort time of this preſent. r 
life, and being only concerned for the reputation of their virtue 2 — 5 1 l | 
after death. And I believe (though the worſhip of deified mortals &« _ 
| | e 3 eren 


| Hen familiarized myſelf ainck of late witle the acbb LETTER | 8 1 


a " R als 9 9 R A * 1 E — 
nne * y 3 2 KP * r 7 * 
A . een N 
9 g SHEN o i ' 2 N 8 22 * , Ty, "$4 TIE N 
he oe bee Lo ES z 3 N 3 o : : 
F 9 . ö a ; * x 7 
5 - % "BY 0 5 p J 8 14 © > 
— 5 c * 4 ö "8 
h . > — 
Win ö 7 . ; * 1 
l # x * 2 5 Cf 1 
7 ö n . N 1 
a n * 1 
% ; 47 25 1 
* - 6 * 3 
A 7 
N 3 
; f S 1 
% * n .% 
* X 7 5 
o # - 
e — , 5 $ 8 — D A 
q | 7 4 * » a 7 . . 8 x 
SON'S 11 N * 
By 2 5 5 3 1 : : . *F 
3 % * 5 # » 
* v 7 * ”, 3 4 7 
. by y x , ; * . - * Ng 
1 4 | » f + : 9 
r 392 1 : * . 1 * 4 : . * 
3 s \ 1 þ 6 . 8 3 4 P 
E 85 1 a, , * : 1 


__ e was very 27 intchuced)' theſe 5 — 16 conſe⸗ I 
ns — crated the memory of many illuſtrious perſons, and in general were | 
SO at the firſt publick temples, However, there is ſomething in this place | 
OY obs extremely affecting to a contemplative mind; the lively figures ol 
5 ſo many kings, heroes, and great men, as are here repreſented in com 
pany with the gods, in the ſame attitudes as if they were ſtill breathing, | 
do, as it were, bring down all ages to the preſent inſtant, and ſtrike | 
one's fancy in a pleaſing manner, rather to be felt than expreſſed. By 
And though I do not approve of their giving form to immortal | 
beings, yet there is ſomewhat great and noble in the thought of . | 
ranking illuſtrious perſonages amidſt immortal natures. | Around that 
room, in which it is ſuppoſed that the king s body lies interred, are 
curiouſly pictured, in ſeveral leſſer apartments, all the ſacred animals 1 
of Egypt. The whole building about the tomb is ten furlongs i in | 
circuit “: at the firſt entrance, you are led through a portico of va _ 
rious- coloured marbles, two hundred feet in length, into a ſtone 
gallery of four hundred : it is ſupported with beaſts inſtead of pillars, 
each of one entire ſtone ſixteen cubits high, carved after the antique 
manner. The roof has an azure ſky beſpangled with ftars. _ Paſſing 
through this periſtylion you enter into another portico, which ſtill 
improves upon your admiration, with more curious carving and 
greater variety. At the entrance ſtand three ſtatues; the figures are 
wonderful, not only for their prodigious ſize, but for the beauty of : 
the ſtone, and excellency of the workmanſhip, in which the pro- 
portions are ſo nicely preſerved, that the moſt diſcerning eye has 


never been able to diſcover the leaſt fault or blemiſh 1 in them. The 
4 5 middle one, in a ſitting poſture, i is the king Os MAN DVU As, which i is a 
more than ſeven cubits high; the other two, his daughter and mo- 
ther, Randing « on each hand of him, The inſcription upon that of 
. 5 3 7 Xe * Diodor, Sieul „ = „„ 
A : : 2 | | the ; 
= 


by the ravages of e yet there Nil remain 1 pieces of 
ſculpture about it, which repreſent OsMANDUAS“s wars with the 
Bactrians. In the firſt wall the king is ſeen affaulting a bulwark, 
environed with a river, which is generally taken for the Eulzus, 
that ſurrounds the citadel of Suſa. The eme! in the royal Pe? 
of Suſa and Perſepolis is much the with what I find here. 

They were both beautified wirh the ſpoils of Egypt. But ne 
Egyptian buildings at Suſa are ſuppoſed to be as ancient as the age 
of MuNON *, who was the ſon of OsMANDUAs, if not the ſame 
perſon. In the centre of this gallery i is a periſtylion open to the air 


at top, and in it was raiſed a large altar of coſtly marble and excellent 
workmanſhip, but both the altar and tt pillars of the periſtylion are 


much impaired. - Next is the gallery adjoining to this muſeum; in 


which is to be ſeen the king adorned in his molt : gorgeous Tobes, - 


offering a tribute of gold and ſilver to the gods. And in the apart- 
ment beyond, where he is ſuppoſed to lie buried, begins a ſtately 
aſcent leading to the top of the whole monument, over which was 
formerly a border of gold of three hundred and ſixty- five cubits in 
compaſs and a cubit thick, but it was carried away by CAMBYsEs, 
and the place is ſince ſupplied by one of braſs of the ſame dimen- 


ſions. Within the diviſion of every cubit are the ſeveral days of the 


year engraven, with the riſings and ſettings of the ſtars, and the 


effects portended by them. For the Theban prieſts have been very 


exact in regulating the courſe of the year f, having found ſo great 
a variation occaſioned by the lunar reckonings. For twelve revolu- 


tions of the moon not being equal to the ſolar cycle, the months 


mult of neceſſity by * n. their place, and in a . | 


* Strabo, lib, e 3 5 + Ibid, lid. ail. 
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LETTER ider of years "the feſtival, which was fred: to the begin mi . N 


— the ſummer ſolſtice, would be removed into the midſt of the v 


Obſerving this defect, they ſaw a neceflity of adding five pes et 29 
end of every twelve months, which they reckoned at thirty days. J 
each, to make up the courſe of the year; of which they gore as ” 
account under the diſguiſe of this fable: Mrrcvry being o once at | 
dice with the moon, he got from her the 7ad part of Fey ear, 
which he afterwards added to the 360 days, which were anciently. 
the days of the year, and therein celebrated the feſtivals of their 
gods. Thence the names of theſe ſeveral additional days were 
taken from the gods; the firſt was called Os IRIS, it being celebrated E 
in honour of him; the ſecond ARUER1s, dedicated to the ſenior 
Onusz the third to Typno ; the fourth to Is18 ; the fifth to NzyTHE, | 
the wife of Tyeno, and fit to Is15. The prieſts, who are curious 
to preſerve an exact regiſter of time among themſelves, though lei 
concerned to rectify the inaccuracies of the vulgar, have by continual 
obſervations, ſince thoſe additional days were taken in, de en 
that there wanted ſtill ſix hours in every year to render it complete. 
For this reaſon, in their hieroglyphical manner, when they would 
expreſs a year, they name a quadrant, becauſe from one riſing of 
SoTHIS the dogſtar to another, the fourth part of a day is added; 
ſo that by their moſt exact calculations the year conſiſts of 365 days | 
and a quadrant , or the fourth part of a day, which makes en ” 
tercalation of a day Ry every fourth year. 


But as the Egyptians, by a ſuperſtitious uſage, which the 2 
willingly indulge them in, muſt have their feſtivals run through 
every day in the year, the civil year is {till left according to the 365 
Cubital ſegments, without any reckoning of a ſupernumerary day in 

* Plutar. de Iſid. & Oſir. 5 To 


4 Horapollo, Hierogl. lib. i. c. 5. Diodor, Sicul. lib. i. + 
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ATH EN ax LETTE 8. 


the ebe . -/The:burying-places of the ancient Kkings*, which 7 
lie above the — and are cut by moſt exquiſite art in the 
natural rock, have not eſcaped my notice.” The obeliſks found in 
thoſe repoſitories declare their power and greatneſs, their numerous 
0 armies, and the tribute they impoſed upon conquered nations. In- 
deed there is nothing about 'Thebes of note, which I have not made 
the ſubject of obſervation. My quality in Perſia entitles me to a 
| handſome” reception every where in Egypt; but the ny of 
PHARNUCES, the governor of Thebes, is more than an ordinary 
friendſhip; it is by his means I have had the eaſieſt acceſs us 
ever my curioſity led me. I have often wondered at his generous 
and diſintereſted regard for a ſtranger, and ſhall always think of it 
with gratitude: he courts my ſtay, and fails not to make it agree- 
able. I told him lately, I had through his favour gratified my curi- 
oſity ſufficiently, and ſhould ſhortly take a little ramble in the neigh- 
bourhood of Thebes, ag far as Syene, before I ſet forwards for He- 
liopolis. -' Yes, OR8Amts, ſaid he with a mile, but you ate mil. 
taken, if you think you have ſeen Thebes: upon which he gave 
orders to his ſervants that a barge ſhould be ready, when I pleaſed, 
to carry me over the river to Tentyra, and that I ſhould be con- 
ducted to the top of Is18's temple f. I knew PHARNUCES to well, 
to think any propoſal of his delerved to be neglected: accordingly 
one morning, when the air was clear, I paſſed over to Tentyra, a ſmall 
city, if compared to Thebes. It ſtands on a hill on the oppoſite 
ſhore. The _ of Wis is its moſt conſiderable ne, and 


* Strabo, lib. xvii . 
+ The ruins of this temple are ſtill extant, according to the 1 of modern | 


TEA 


travellers, who ſay it was a temple of SxRapIsͤH ; but as the worſhip of that god was 5 


not introduced into Ægypt till the reign of king PTOLEMY, many apes after this period 
of time, we muſt ſuppoſe it was originally dedicated to wy and afterwards turned to 
the 7 of DERAFIS, Note by the tranſlator. 
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WM 25 well deſerves a particular deſcription, if the many FT of ca Bin 1 4 I 


did not make that tedious. I ſhall only obſerve, that the whole 
front lies in the ſame line, except one large portico, which projects 7 
in the middle. On each fide from the x portico run three ranges 
granite columns, which form a noble piazza, and ſupport, the build. 
ing. The columns are of an extraordinary height, and the circum. 
ference ſuch as ſeven men could ſcarcely fathom ; from whence T ſhall 0 
leave you to judge of the magnificence of the whole, As ſoon as I : 

reached the top of the temple, I faw plainly why my friend PH AR- 
NUCES had told me I had not yet ſeen Thebes. Here I was xaiſet 
the advantage of the ground and the additional height of the temple; | 
I faw the Nile under me interſperſed with ſmall iſlands, none of 
which were unoccupied near ſo wealthy a city. Some ſerved for ON 
ſtations to ſmall veſſels, and contained the huts of fiſhermen ; others 

' Planted with fruits and vegetables to ſupply the town; and om : 

adorned with the houſes of wealthy citizens, and laid out i com- | 
modious gardens. | The numberleſs veſſels, that paſſed by them con- 
tinually, diſcovered ſomething very new and pleaſing, and ſet before 
me the whole traffick of Egypt; all whoſe great cities lying on the 
banks of the Nile uſe this one channel for the c6nyeyance. of their 


merchandize, and as far as my eye could reach north and ſouth, the 
ſcene of buſineſs was continued. But I was ſent hither to take A 


| Os biew of Thebes, an object too large (as PHARNUCES thought) whilſt 
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I was in the midſt of it, and therefore very judiciouſly ſet me at this 
diſtance. The air was clear, and a briſk wind diſperſed the ſmoke 
of the city, which lay ſtretched on the oppoſite bank, and riſing be- 

fore me toward the eaſtern mountains. I had made myſelf ac 

quainted with its different quarters, and knew its moſt conſiderable 
ſtructures; ſo was better fitted for ſuch a view, and could take it 

in without confuſion. The temples and palaces preſented chemſelves 2 

to me like lofty cedars above the reſt of the foreſt ; and I now could 
_objerre | 


— 
U 


. 


= EE”, 

. A ²˙ A ˙ mä ¾ àu 222 <C 

9 * * NNE —— —„—ę-̃4̃ę Aa — — 
n . x d 


=. = = - rape 
7 ö 
— — 
— 


. 5 

. N *. 

by - 
155 
*. 
; - 

- 
* | Sk, | % | + 
* 1 of . a ; d 7 | # * 
8 * J 18 \ . 4 » * 
5 A : : 49 2 £ S 


ad wks! proportions in At great works, which wb were loſt LE 12800 ae 
to me, becauſe I viewed them by parts; and what filled me chiefly — bd 


with aſtoniſhment only, now ſhewed beauty, order, and exquiſite de- 
ſign. Thoſe vaſt ſtatues and prodigious groups of figures ſeemed fit 
_ ornaments in their place. I could from hence, by my extenſive 
proſpect, ſee the wiſdom of the founder of this city in the choice oe 
its fituation, in regard to its accommodations and ſecurity. TWO or 
three days after I went to PHARNUCES, to inform him of my in. 
tended journey: he ſaid, he wiſhed I could have found any thing to 
have detained me. longer, and aſked. me, how I liked the proſpedt 
from Is18's temple? I anſwered, it was above all I had met with 
before ; I had ſeen the handſome ſtreets of Thebes, noble palaces, - 
curious obeliſks, ſtatues, and temples, but never could have formed 
che idea that proſpect imprinted on my mind. He ſtept out of the 
room, and immediately brought the very proſpect J have been de- 
ſeribing painted upon linen, and ſeveral draughts of the remarkable | 
edifices of Syene, (which I had not ſeen,) telling me, theſe, he 
fancied, might vie with the maſter-pieces of Greece; and as I ſhould: 
have an opportunity of making the compariſon, defired my accept- 
ance of them; which I ſhall preſerve with the utmoſt care, not 
more on account of their value than my eſteem for PHARNUCES. 
For his ſake I ſhould leave Thebes with reluctance, did I not hope 


thereby to furniſh myſelf with materials for fo ns a correſpond- 
ence as CLEANDER'S, Farewel,. 
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LETTER 


N ment into the world, ig 2 to hiſtorical truth. I would obſt 


| | | a 805 we 


or the Lydian kings of XANTHUS the Sardian, plead admi 


Equally fabulous and dry, we can neither reflect on them, after a - 
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AT. my laſt letter, Hrpasprs, 1. 

reaſons for the fabulous uncertainty of the Grecian hif 
mo ages; and I concluded with applying one general 
to this particular nation, viz. that the introduQtion of civil govern-. | 
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| be faid till very lately, that any | 
. Wen; 7.6. any man who deſerve 
the name of an kiſtorian, ſince moſt: of thoſe EE wan are in- 
titled hiſtories, may Tay" be TAE 
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What other character can be given of the works of ARCHILOCHUS, 
or THEAGENEs of Rhegium ? Will the Cretan hiſtory of XBNOx, 


6 * % 


for them into the libraries of the learned? Can the Theogony of 
ARISTEAS lay claim to our eſteem, or DAmasTzs of Sigeum be 
remembered to poſterity from his treaties to nations and cities? 


ricus peruſal, with ſatisfaction, nor propoſe them as models for i imi- 
tation. HEcaTEvs the Mileſian, and HzLLANnicus of Mitylene, 
have within theſe fifty years improved and reformed hiſtorical know- 
ledge to a great” degree; but even then it might be regarded only as 
in the dawn: the honour of carrying it to any kind of perfection 
was reſerved to HERoDoTUs. For if we conſider the variety of 


his learning, and the copiouſneſs of his ſubject, the ſmoothneſs of 
his 
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From a Hue, m the Cafulol 


London Pabliched Aug * 1796 by Cadell & Davis Strand 
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"'T E R . 
bis ayle, 0 the nd of hls narration, we ſhall find that the LB ODER „ 
fiction of the packs, and the dull annals of laborious compilers, will — ©, 
hear no proportion ei either in profit or in pleaſure; hen co | 
his hiſtory. - He begins it with CAN DAULAS and Crxus, and deigs 
it down to che battle of towards the latter end of Xzrxzs's 
reign, which. comprehends the ſpace of one hundred and twenty years. EE. 

* cks and Perſians, which/ is the main argu- ___ 
| t of other n, by way of e 5 1 MY i 


naſſus, a Greciahinalony  inhbLefſer Ala, notlong before the invaſion. : 


al Greece wp 8 armies of NEeRxEs. In his youth, he retired from 1 | 
of Lepa, the. zrandſon of the famous Ax 1 


Salamis. It was there he formed him if upon the Gialed of lone, 
and compiled his hiſtory. This was in 


fitted to his purpoſe; for as in every democra ak 8 51 in | 


that of Samos, a man is neither biaſſed by hopes nor by fears, and if 
is at liberty to commend,” without the/leaſt imputation of flattery, —— 

and to cenſure, without that of "malice or detraction. In the man 
while he ed no pains to inform himſelf of all that was neceſſary, | ET * 4 
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in the beſt manner which he could. To this end he travelled inte 
Egypt, ſurveyed its chief towns, converſed with the prieſts of 
Thebes and Memphis, and, penetrated into the principles of their 


religion and ng, as far as his own ſagacity could carry bim, 
and their recluſeneſs would permit him. He travelled through the 
ſeveral cantons and republicks of Greece, faw the principat cities of 
Aſia, and viſited the borders of Thrace, Scythia, and Arabia. Re- 
turning, however, after a long voluntary exile, into his own country, 
he bore a conſiderable part in the expulſion of the tyrant ; but meet- 
mg with envy from his fellow-citizens, inſtead of that gratitude 
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ed, as the juſt wad of bis % vic 
about a twelvemonth's ſtay here, 


Haly with a colony of Athenians, to build a city called Turion) 1 
1s. ow ſoon as bel — vo vn 


near the ruins of the ancient Sybs 
his hiſtory from the materials he ha 5 
diligence and induſtry, he determined to ee it to the N 
of all Greece. It happened, that during his reſidence at Athens, 
beſides the feaſt of Panathenæa, where he read over his work aloud, 
the Olympian exerciſes were then performing, to which' the Grecians 
reſorted in general from each ſtate, and thus he had a very fair o 5 
portunity given him to put his deſign in execution. Many of his 

auditors had no doubt been perſonally engaged in ſome of the battles. 
againſt XERXES and MaRDoON1vUs, and not one of them could be 
unacquainted with the principal facts of a war, ſo honourable to. 
Greece, and ſo inglorious to Perſia, - In the midſt of this aſſembly 
he declared, that he appeared before them, not ſo much a ſpectator 
of their games, as a competitor for the prize of reputation; and 
recited his work publickly a ſecond time with univerſal applauſe and. 
approbation. Nothing can be a greater teſtimony of this applauſe, 


| than that the names of the nine muſes have been given to the nine 
books of his hiſtory ; as if the compoſition were above the ſtandard 


of mne, and the joint labour of dose eien ene 


If, ſax: a 8 fo unanimous, we. in every N fas vas 
luable, I may be allowed to add my own, I muſt freely confeſs, Hy- 
'DASPES, that I have received more inſtruction from the hiſtory; of 
HzRoDoOTUs, than from any author within the little ſphere of my 


bleme. Every part of the narrative ſuggeſted matter of enter- 


tainment to the imagination, and uſeful improvement to the mind. 
I conſidered myſelf one while as under the protection and guidance . 
of the moſt eminent heroes of antiquity, as having their bright ex- 

ample 
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ny LAS my eyes, and in the future courſe of my aQions attend- LETTER 


ing to the noble principles which influenced their conduct in life. 
I conſidered. myſelf another While as a citizen of the world at large; 
as diveſted of every national prej judice or falſe biaſs, while the great 
men of paſt ages ſubmitted to my cenſure ; ; and in my own breaſt I 
pronounced an impartial and diſintereſted ſentence on their characters. „ 
In each of theſe views, hiſtory may be called the ſchool; Where be 
| living, that would. be wile, are the ſcholars ; here the dead, as well 
the fools as the. wile, are frequent leſſons of eourage and experience ö 
to generals, of prudence and fidelity to miniſters, of moderation and 
juſtice to kings. Hence every perſon, in his private capacity, may 
learn to merit the diſtinguiſhing name of a man; and princes are 
warned, that they are no more than men, and that fame is always 
juſt to the dead, however partial to the living. In ſhort, nothing can 
be more ' agreeable, than by the means of hiſtory to accompany 
M1LTIADES at Marathon, THEMISTOCLES at Salamis, or CIMON at 
Mycale. To be placed as a ſpectator out of all hazards; to reap: : - 
wiſdom from the danger of others; to regulate what one has todo 
by what has been done; to foretel the future hy. the paſt; and thus 
to become a diviner, without magic; and a prophet, without inſpira 
tion. But I forbear to ſay any thing farther on this theme: thou 
muſt pardon me, HYDASPES, for having troubled. thee ſo long; but 
it was impoſlible for me not to enlarge on the excellence and utilit7 
of hiſtory, when I was ſpeaking of the man, who hath firſt N 
it in its true n and luſtre. en, | | 
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that it anticipates the wiſeſt inſtructions of the miniſters. 
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LETTER xv. 


. Gonne to Crranves, 


. * * K n 5 N 2 : ry 
3 dT, 8 
1 25 ** » 


At I had no oh i to dillver to a I wats 5 
glected to write to Athens for ſome time; and to fay the truth, 

my CLEANDER, thy diligence is ſuch, that it leaves us nothing to 

hope for on the ſide of information ; and thy ſagacity is ſo great, | 


not that I mean to flatter thee ; for as thou knoweſt me to be framed | 
of a temper above indulging that vice, even to the weakeſt of princes, 
it would ill become me, when I am ſpeaking to a man of ſenſe, 
The cruel proceedings of the Athenians againſt the Peloponneſian 
embaſſadors have not deterred the Lacedzmonians from ſending 
another to this court in their ftead. His name, it ſeems, is Py- 
RACMON. As ſoon as he arrived here, he addreffed himſelf to thy 
friend HyDASPEs, the chamberlain, telling him, he was a Spartan by 


nation, and demanded an audience of the king. HyDASPES ac- , 


quainted him with the ceremony of proſtration, which it is abſolutely 
neceſlary that all ſhould comply with, who 3 willing to be ad- 


mitted into the chamber of preſence: © For,” ſays he, we are 


ordered by the law to adore our ſovereign, as the living image of 
the Deity, which ſuſtains and preſerves the univerſe.” To which 
the other anſwered with the Laconick brevity and pride; 1 will 
do nothing that ſhall be thought a diſhonour to my country; 


and therefore an audience was refuſed him. However, he has had 


ſeveral conferences with Mx GAB YZ us and myſelf; but his beha- 


viour and his inſtructions are both ſo reſerved, that it is impoſſible 
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for us to Jeni any particul: of moment from His 
buſineſs, as far as I can collect it from all which he bas Grid, is, to 
put the king to a fruitleſs expence, without offering any ſuitable 
recompence;z and to aſk: for ſupplies, without propoſing any mutual 
advantages to Perſia, This requeſt, thou mayeſt eaſily conjecture, is 
regarded as wild and extravagant; befides, it is not conſiſtent with 
the political views of our court, and the reſolution of the Perſian 
council, to interfere in the civil broils and diſſenſions of Greece, 
while the leading republicks are deſtroying one another upon equal FE. 
terms. It will be our part, whenever that time ſhall-come, to throw 1 
ourſelves into the ſcale of the weakeſt; an argument which has al- 
ready been OF treated of in a former letter *, and upon that ac- 

count will e properly be waved at the preſent. 1 


His only LETTER 
" XLIV. 


: hon; e a Are. TO op 
folly, and that his ſudden reſtoration to the higheſt. offices in =_ 7 
commonwealth was' at once an inſtance of the wiſdom and incon- Fi, 
fancy of the Athenian people ; ; but as I was not ſurpriſed at the one, 
ſo I could not wonder at the other. I was extremely pleaſed with 

the relation which thou gaveſt me of thy viſit to that excellent 
ſtateſman, on thy return from Salamis; nor was I without hopes, 
that, by tlie dexterity and politeneſs of thy converſation, thou 
mighteſt have procured ſome material intelligence from him. And 
yet how precarious is every proſpect of human happineſs! Soon 
after his reſtoration, we were told of the waſting diſeaſe that preyed 
upon him; and, lo! thy next brought the moving narrative of his 
death. Senſible as I was, that Greece had loſt her ableſt politician, 
and that the moſt powerful obſtacle to the deſigns of ARTAXERXES. 
was Tan [ could not help yielding for a moment to che ſoft 


Lide Letter rin. and xxiv; | Weary 
2 impreſſions 


en i 
e 


5 he beſtorred upo ® a himſelf before he died, gave 1 me the Adel idea | 


had ever entertained of his mild and equitable adminiſtration. PzrIctns f 
was above the genius of the city that produced him; for he ſeee i 
born to monarchical ſway, notwithſtanding Providence had placed 
him in a republican ſtate. Such however was his influence, that 
though in effect he ſettled the moſt important points according to ; 

his own inclinations, yet his own inclinations were guided by the 


trueſt diſcretion, and conſiſtent with the moſt perfect freedom. 1 
might he then be reverenced as the father of his country 3 FY 


which he expreſſed, not in any royal formality of titles, but in the 


. real courſe of his government. Thus much, I think, thou mayeſt | 
_ reaſonably expect from me, as a due tribute of praiſe to the character 


of a good miniſter in the ſervice of his country, and t to * * 


of a great , though an enemy to Ferſia. 


The ſiege of Plates, according to the accounts I han N of 


the place, will laſt, in all probability, a conſiderable while. longer, 
It is certainly : a town of conſequence to the Athenians, and deſerves 


well of them, for i its ſteady adherence to their intereſt in the preſent 


war, and of all Greece, for its inviolable attachment to the common 


cauſe. Fail not to ſend the earlieſt news of the motions of PHOR- 


M10 s fleet. In the mean time forget not to inform thyſelf of the 


intrigues in the city, and who is likely to ſucceed PERICLES in the 


popular eſteem and adminiſtration. But theſe things. I forbear to 


enlarge upon, and therefore entruſt thee to the ſafe dictates of thy 


own obſervation and prudence. In ſhort, I have nothing to add 


further, than the ſincereſt expreſſions of the pleaſure which I take 
in thy approved capacity for buſineſs, and the ſtrongeſt exhortation 


I can give thee, to perſevere in the ſame courſe of fidelity and obe- 


dience. Be aſſured, 3 this alone will recommend thee to 
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8 jd the contending ſtates, inſtead of deca; grow more „ 
vigorous, by the continuance of the war; or that the hopes, which | 03 
were formerly entertained of peace, being quite v. I ſince tl | 8 

fruitleſs negotiations of laſt year, the various parties, that prevail in > W_ 


eſe republicks, are agreed to give a different turn to their pettus. „ i | 


reſentments, by exerting them only a the common enemy. 


= 


— — 


— 2 —. 


1 intend this diſpatch ſhall contain an exact account of ſuch ma- | ; 1 
terial events as have happened ſince the death of PrRI CLES.. 4 
The Peloponnefian army i 18 ſtill employed, or rather waſting itſelf, . ” | 


IV rung; a 


at the ſiege of Platza, with no great profit to themſelves, or 
to their enemies. The laſt letters from thence fay, that the beſieged LE. 
have lately made a vigorous ſally, and undermined a mount, which VV 


—— * 


the beſiegers had raiſed to plant their engines upon, and command | 


OF 0 » 


N 
) 
' 
j 
j 
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the rampart of the __. 4 1 | i 
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LETTER An account | is arrived here of an 


3. the Ambraciots : 


ſome other Barbarians, who inhabit the frontiers of Greece 'towards 
Macedonia. They perſuaded the Lacedæmonians to ſend them a thou. . 
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1 ' Spartans have — Fee 2 . 
junction! with the Chaonians and 


projected by the: former, in conju 


ſand men, under the command of: CNzMvs, an officer of good re- 


putation; whilſt the Corinthians and the other allies were preparing 2 1 


a large fleet with tranſports to join them, and complete the conqueſt 
of Acarnania. CNANUS imagining he ſhould overrun. the country 
upon the firſt inroad, ſet forward without ſtaying for this reinforce. 

ment, with his army drawn up in three columns. As he- advanced 


towards Straton, the metropolis of Acarnania, the inhabitants made 
a @ briſk: attack upon a column of Chaor 2 
were imprudently marched forward ſame leagues. beyond | he: 


„ wha: led: thi: wimp-andd * 


the army. Theſe: barbarians: made no great reſiſtance were: en- 
tirely routed;: which ſo:diſcouraged Cx2mus, that he —— 4 
ſome precipitation, leſt he ſhould: be intercepted: by the ſuccours thar 

were 3 for the relief of Straton. He 


The ſatisfaction, which the 8 at che failure of this h 


_ enterpriſe, which, however well conducted, could have affected 
them but very remotely, i is much heightened by the news thiey 1 re- 


ceived yeſterday of a naval victory, which their fleet, commanded by 
PHORMIO, has gained over that of the Corinthians. The firſt notice. 
they received of it was by ſeeing a trireme enter the harbour of 
Piræeus with the uſual marks of ſucceſs. The officers and ſailors 
were ranked upon the deck crowned with garlands, and filling the 
air with repeated acclamations. The ſhip herſelf. was hung with 
wrecks of ſhattered veſſels of the enemy, and adorned with trophies 


of ams, whilſt the oars boys time to the harmogy' of muſical inſtru 


ments. | 


J 


| ATHENIAN LETTER 
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D10MEDON, landed and went directly to the Prytaneum, (or town- 
| houſe, where the Prytanes have a plain repaſt prepared every day for 
them at the publick charge,) and delivered his letters into their 


hands. Theſe magiſtrates immediately aſſembled the ſenate ; and 


after the letters had been read there, they were communicated to the 
impatient people in an extraordinary aſſembly that very evening. 


To-morrow is appointed as a day of thankſgiving at all their temples 
for this ſucceſs. I have obtained a copy of the diſpatch ſent by 


PHORMIO, with an account of the action, which I have encloſed in 125 


this packet. It ſhews as well the experience and ſpirit of the admiral, 
as the honeſt plainneſs of a true Athenian ; and therefore I imagined, 


noble ſcribe, that a fight of it would not be 1 8 to thyſelf 


and the reſt of the Perſian cut. Adieu. 5 I 
LETTER —_ 
.Puonato to the Senate and 2 of Athens. 


T RECEIVED the dens you o fat me to o prevent che fleet of Corinth 
and the other confederates from joining with Cy EMus and the 


Ambraciots; and hope you will not be diffatisfied with the manner 


in which I have executed them. Upon the firſt advice that they 
were ſailed from the Criſſæan gulph, I weighed anchor from Nau- 


pactus with twenty gallies, in order to attend their motions, and 


_ ame up with them juſt as they were got out of the Streights. As. 
ſoon as we-deſcried their fleet, which conſiſted of forty-ſeven ſail, 
under the command of three adinirals, making the beſt of its way 


from Pate to che oppoſite continent of  Acarnania, I held a council 


of 


- 
＋ n 
4 XL od 
4-4 
4 | 


des at people flocked inftantly t to enjoy this LupaR 
agreeable ſpectacle from the ſhore. The captain, whoſe name is — 
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* pen of war with the other captains ; in which it was acting; wt 


; — withſtanding: the ſuperiority: of number lay on their ſide, to venture 
5 an engagement. We conſidered that they were rather furniſhed: * 
the land- ſervice than a naval. action; and that the goodneſs: of off 

ſhips, and the experience. and courage of our ſeamen, would be a | 
over-balance to our inferiority in point of force. Accordingly, on 
the twentieth of the month. Thargelion i in the morning, the % 
were ordered to be ſtruck, the rowers to lower themſelves under the 
deck, the ſoldiers to repair to their reſpective ſtations, a and the fqua- 
| dron to fall into line of battle. The enemy, obſerving that they 
could not eſcape us without fighting, drew up their fleet in the form 
of a roundel, placing the larger veſſels on the outſide, as a defenc 1 

to the tranſports, which were diſpoſed in the midſt. Five of their | 
ſwifteſt gallies were likewiſe ordered to be ready to ſally out upon us 
through the vacant ſpaces of the line, i in whatever part we Jhould - 
make an impreſſion. In this poſture we continued ſome time, till 
an eaſterly wind, which blows every morning out of the gulph, 
ariſing, I obſerved that their fleet was not only contracted by it into 
a narrower compaſs, but their order conſiderably diſturbed. I thought 
this favourable opportunity not to be omitted, and therefore ordered 
5 the ſignal of battle to be hung out, and the trumpets to ſound + 

charge from the admiral's ſhip, which was immediately followed 
round the reſt of the ſquadron. The firſt encounter was rough; ; 


a Corinthian ſhip commanded by Machox, one of the admirals, 


endeavoured to break my oars; but I avoided the ſhock, and after 
giving her a volley of darts and ſtones, bore down upon the poop, 
and flung a bridge over her, and notwithſtanding a ſmart o oppoſition, I 
entered ſoldiers on board her, when ſhe ſurrendered... In the mean 
time the reſt of the ſquadron broke into the enemy's line, and dif- 

perſed their whole fleet ; ee trierarch of the Tbetit, and DB»; 
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nosrurxrs, — 4 : Nereids, — . LETTER r 
peculiar manner. The former, though he was attacked by two f. „ fy a N | 
the enemy's ſhips, who attempted to board him with grappling-irons, r 
repulſed them both, put the one to flight, and ſunk the other. The . 
latter ſhattered ſeveral of the Corinthian ſhips, and always ftretched 

2-head after the flyers leaving thoſe he had damaged, for others that 

followed him to take. In general, your officers and ſoldiers behaved * 

themſelves with a gallantry and ſkill becoming Athenians. We have Jo 
made ourſelves maſters of twelve ſhips, and a great many priſoners; _ . 
and after erecting a trophy, and conſecrating a galley to NzeTun © - 
at Molycricum, returned to Naupactus, from whence I have diſpatched 
DI0MEDON with this account. * cannot conclude, without preſſing 
you in the moſt earneſt manner, to ſend me a large and ſpeedy re re- 
inforcement, or elſe the preſent ſucceſs can never turn to any future 
advantage. Your enemies, far from bei ng. diſcouraged, redouble 
their preparations. The remainder of the conquered fleet are ren- 
dezvouſed at Cyllene, the arſenal of the Eleans, where they have been 8 
joined by CM RMVs and BrASIDAS, whom the Lacedzmonians have 
ſent with ſupplies of men and money. They give out, that hey 
ſhall ſoon be able | to 4 to fea with wg fall. e 


wi "IE RY let! not any delays, Ee 92 baddon 
or intereſt, retard the courſe of your buſineſs, and produce incon- 
veniencies, which in former times have proved highly detrimental WY TD _— 
you, and may be fatal now. Conſider how ungrateful it would be 1 155 1 
towards the gods, not to ſecond the proſperous beginning they have „ oo 
ſent you ; ; how inexcuſable towards yourſelves, if you do not main- | | — 
tain the empire of the ſea, which your anceſtors tranſmitted down to T1” 2} 
you in full luſtre at the price of ſo much blood; 3 and how unac- 
countable it muſt appear in the eyes of all Greece, if the viors are 
vox. 1. M2 boot tt | | not 
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uz reports I had heard of the wonderful cataratt and other u. 
 _ tural curioſities about this place, incited me to make an ex- 
 curſion hither, before I ſet forward on my journey into:the Lower 
Egypt. But here, I can aſſure you, my excurſion terminates, leſt 
you might ſuſpect that I am going further into the barren wilds of 
Ethiopia, of the burning ſands of Libya; and I am not ſorry it has 
led me fo far, as I can hereby impart to you ſome new diſcoveries 


relating to the Egyptian worſhip, which believe are yet unknown 
in Greece, not many of that country having extended their travels 


to theſe remote corners of Egypt. Beſides that, they are of ſuch a 
nature, as the ſuperſtitious Greeks would not be much intereſted. in 


making. For although thoſe who travel, are generally men of better 


ſenſe, and underftandings elevated above the vulgar, yet are they 


cautious of divulging any of their diſcoveries, which might help to 
undeceive the more ignorant. I had often heard at "Thebes, that 
the people further up in Thebais paid nothing towards the charge of 
thoſe animals uſed there and in the Lower Egypt in the ſervice of 
the inferior gods v. I have wondered much, why they in particular 
were exempted, but never could be rightly informed of the reaſon 


5 - 
* 5 


* 


5 _ ® Plut, ae 164. & Oſir. e 


of o ban an 3 until u Lenne is this places 1 r L. 


are the prieſts and devotees of that ſuperſtit 
and diſguiſe every thing chat it is not their inter 
coming hither, I was ſenſible bf a Seat © change 
and pageantry, with which the us 


have ſo extravagantly overloaded t the worſhip of their gods. When 
ho UC h the awful ſolemnity 

of the place; and it raiſed in me a devout ſeriouſneſs; which all the 

ſculpture and ſenſible Ne er of 2 3 bad never . ore os 


entered one of their temples, I was 


done in thoſe I had elſewhere ſeen. There was ſor 
ſimple in its ornaments, n when taken to ab 
ugult, and extremely well adapted to excite a mechanical Jevor 
for I cannot call that anda, which is ex 
the pure contemplation of OromasDEs, within: the Py 


' (elf from all material objects, and ſecks uo. other temple but its On 
breaſt. A few hieroglyphics and emblematical figures were raiſed 


in ſculpture from the walls; and the RY *, of whom'the 


Syenites are a part, aſcribe to themſelves the invention of it. One 


figure preſents itſelf at the entrance, which is rather. remarkable, 


but ſeems _ there rather to characteriſe the powers and attri- 


butes, than intended for the ſhape 


e and figure of the divini divinity they 


worſhip. Tt was a ſerpent a hawk's head f: but the account I 
received from them of their, religion was this : „% That they owned 5 


no mortal being to be god, but their god CNET H; and him they 


* aſſerted to be without beginning and without end, the maker and 


* governor of the univerſe . The ſerpent ſeems to ſymbolize that 


ſpirit and vivific energy, which is by him diffuſed through all na- 
ture. And thus, ſay they, we are taught by Er EIS, our greateſt 


| auen and Ho, © that is firſt moſt divine "Res is as a * 


8 Diodor. Sicul. lb. i t Philo. r. ruled lib, i. p. 47. c. edit Par. 
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apt to materialize in our thoughts the nature of the Divine Bein : 
And I am afraid it has but too often led the way to that ſenſeleſs ſu- 
peꝛrſtition and worſhip of animals, which extravagantly ) | 


moſt other parts of- this country, Yet it gives me pleaſure to hr | A | 
that amidſt all theſe corruptions the notion of one Supreme Deity:i == 
not totally and univerſally. obliterated ; and that the ſame good d- 


even amidf all the monſtrous rites and ſuperſtitions of Egypt. It may 


ſuch as cannot be applauded from the ſtory of their exploits either 


by certain principles in a chaos, without any help from the firſt and 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. | 


ent- „Wees an ese beautiful to lock on, ada 3fhe | 
opens ls cer fills: che univerſe with light; if he winks, dark. L 
u neſs is made.” However, in religion I cannot approve: even or L 
dhis- aqublainetieak'i imagery; for. by uſing it in order to bring down. 
myſterious truths to the level of common underſtandings, we are too 


mon, whom we call ORoMASDES, the great author of the world, is 
not only adored among us in Perſia, but his worſhip ſtill preſer 


not be unworthy of your notice, what with much prying into their 
ancient learning I have in general collected, and which J am under 
no reſtrictions not to reveal to you, -vis. that the firſt TH, or 
MERCURY, whoſe remains are preſerved on their pillars and in their 
ſacred books, never ſo much as mentions the Supreme Deity, who is 

above all things, or names him in the making of the world; and 
only aſcribes divinity to certain mortal men and women , and thoſe 


for wiſdom or virtue, and ſome of them notorious for the worſt of 
vices. But the Hierophants ſay here, that a ſecond HERMES, at 
leaſt nine hundred years later than the firſt, ſaw reaſon and neceſſity 
to reform and difſent from the falſe coſmogony that had been intro- 


duced by him, who attempted to explain the generation of things 


eternal mover. And of this latter HERMES, who was called 81 
PHOAS f, the fon of HEPHASTUS, and who reigned over all Egypt, | 


© Sanchon. ie cape apud Euſeb, as de Civ, Dei. c. 7. 4 Syncell. $14: a. 
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prieſts in general. deny that- this ond 3 Aifſcited Prat HER 1 
firſt.” They fay, he took great pains * to collect thoſe invaluable trea- 


r ins. which the firſt Mz zouny” eſe _ differen j 


brought me hither, though ſtraitened 4 for time after 601 3 a von at 
Thebes. - I failed in an pen galley to Elephantine, an iſland in the 
Nile about one hundred wie twenty ſtadia fouth from Syene, a little 165 
above which is the famous cataract; and there ends the ene : 
of the Nile: The river having paſſed Ethiopia, where it leaves many; 
lakes and marſhes by the diſperſion of its waters, at laſt er 
its ſcattered ſtreams Grow hile, a rocky iſland on its ae hide; $ . 
and rolls on from thence, till near to e tine it is 2d by 
chain of rocks that lie acroſs its channel 7. 
and grown impetuous, it mounts in foar 
ſtruggling amidſt the broken cliffs . craggy 
from an immenſe height with a ſtupendo1 d noiſe. 
the incredible boldneſs of the people chere is not leſs to be wondered 
at t, who expoſe" themſelyes to the raging current in ſmall boats 
two together, the one ſteering, the other rowing ; and paſſing the 
fireights of the. rock by little channels, ruſh headlong with the 
ſtream to the amazement of the beholders: for after giving them up 
for loſt, you preſently ſee them again, as if ſhot out of an engine, far 


8 Mina a Euſeb. | | „„ LET, 
+ Seneca natur. —— ld. iv. ed. Lipſ. . 747. B. c. I Ibid. p. 748. 
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5 erben the eee * 80 f5 
: pPreſents as a tribute to the Nile. But when I 
. F to be by the time that t the ſole 
ſion are celebrated, 1 

CE to entertain. you with eme ph 1 1 > chant. 1. 

of an incloſure bel to the college of 

| don, is raiſed a ſtone edifice, with a ſpacious” 
where are fixed in the open air the inſtrumen 
at hw wor their oblereations: 5 and 2 
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| àmm juſt ſetting out upon my progreſs into the Lower 
not forbear communicating to you theſe obſervations upon 
which afforded me ſome new diſcoveries, and a greater ent 
than I expected. And as I ſhall ſcarcely have leiſure to write. to 
you again till I reach Heliopolis or Memphis, I was un 
ſhould be ſo long an interval in our correſpondence. | - 
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the fame t | Re 
ſcience. 
ervice of the” 


is given to 5 175 | 5 = | | 
ſuperior to | ; YT A 
There is no ſcience which ey. do” not ne 1 
more to their credit) no art in w 1 
terious parts of le and the kn | Va, "T8 


brought 


to ough. imperfeQly, from. 
praQtical arts, ſuch as ſci 


ture and painting, agree and muſick, ga 5 | . 1 
owe, if not their invention, y. for whether 1 


they have improved only on the rough and 


* 


from thence, or themſelves 
Hmmetry, ir 


168 


LETTER whether it is on. ant attailuments . chat the Achebians wild 
- XLVIE. 1 
heir reputation, and to what purpoſes, beſides thoſe of and 
Ph 1uxury, theſe refined arts ſerve? Thou, who. haſt been traingl up 
in the diſcipline of the old Perſians, (whoſe chief excellence was to 
- : ſhoot, and ſpeak the truth,) wilt be apt to deſpiſe. all acquirements | 
which do not tend to make men wiſer or better. I agree with * | 
that theſe are the true, and ſhould be the chief end of all inſtitut 


nor are the Athenians negligent of this. They make it their buk. I 


neſs alſo to ere the mind, 0 correct the will, and to 3 wk 


= kad of 10 n 1 ee, ws turn ak genius, the aim and 
actions of a young philoſopher, ho begins to draw the eyes 


attention of the city on Wang He has taken a courſe in is | 
ſearch after knowledge different from all others: while they h. 


been hunting after it in diſtant climes, he has been confined * 5 
own city and almoſt to his own mind; he has applied himſelf chiefly 
to know himſelf, and having tried as it were the ſhallowneſs of his 


own underſtanding, inſtead. of pretending (as others do) to teach 


every thing, he profeſſes for himſelf, and undertakes to ſhew others 
that they underſtand nothing. In the midſt of the moſt. plentiful 
feaſts, he practiſes a temperance almoſt equal to. that which. the 


rules of thy order enjoin thee; and while he converſes daily i in the 


| moſt promiſcuous and free manner, he is ſaid to preſerve an inno- 


cence in his life, and a ſanctity in his manners, which retirement 
from the world ſcarcely ſecures to others. Thou wilt not wonder, if 
my curioſity has led me to converſe with him; nor is it difficult to | 
have acceſs to one who ſpends moſt part of his time in the ſtreets 


and publick Places of this city. He received my addreſs i in. the ſame 


open and eaſy manner he does. thoſe of all. his countrymen z 0 and | y | 
a ſimplicity of behaviour, and a variety of queſtions, which ſeemed | 


to have no relation to what I Pronpſed to him, 3s, ſoon. brag me 


5 1 to 
3 5 
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to give up, what I had: before looked on as clear.and indubitable, and L AIAN. * 
made me own, that I was ignorant in thoſe very points, which before 
I imagined I Lhadbeſt underſtood. When he had put me out of conceit 
with my own opinions, I was deſirous to be let into and ſubmit to 
his; but whether it was that he really (as he profeſſed) entertained . 
no certain ones, or whether he did not think it ſafe to commit 
them to one, who, beſide his being A ſtranger, might | not appear 
worthy of his confidence, he declined giving me this ſatisfaction, 
and left me neither pleaſed with him or 1 myſelf. The mind, which 
takes pleaſure in its ſearches after truth, yet is impatient, when con- Os 
vinced, that all its darling ſyſtems and prepoſſeſſions are falſe; and * 5 155 
foreſee, that a ſage, whoſe life and doctrines are a conſtant — 
to all he converſes with, will ſoon make his diſciples deſirous of * 
ing themſelves from ſo 1 n. a monitor. Adieu. 
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LETTER XIX. 


CLeANDER to Onsauys. From Athens, 


s J aud 3 more 8 ee during my Fs 
dence at Athens, than the converſation of intelligent men, 1 
endeavour to inform myſelf on ſubjects of literature and ingenuity, 
without neglecting che weightier buſineſs of my ſtation and cha- 
racter. It is not long ſince I troubled Hx DASH ES with an account 
of ſome curious particulars concerning the Grecian poets and hiſ- 
torians, which I had gathered from a careful peruſal of their works, 
and the accurate relations of the learned, The humanity. of my 
patron PHILEMON is never ſo much exerted. to my advantage, as 


when he introduces me with his uſual When to the familiarity of 
vor. 1. = —!v! 
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piblons whoſe coupe 1 mould have mads my cho * ent 
otherwiſe have hoped for it. To the kind recommenda ion "of = 
friend it is wholly owing, that T am lately admitted a. 

ance of THvcyD1DEs, a man of ſuperior quality ane cas Bp 
means I ſhall extend my inſight into the conſtitution of Greece: in : 
general, and the policy of Athens i in particular, He was employe 
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nians to Thurium ; and though he does not engage ink. _ 
tration of public affairs, he hath ſerved in the armies of the uus 

and made ſeveral campaigns. I am told, he is originally poſſeſſed of a 

fair paternal inheritance, and is derived from a very noble family, both 

which are augmented by his marriage with a rich wife, the daughter 

of a king of Thrace. He ſeems however to confider theſe happy 
circumſtances in life with the impartial eyes of a philoſopher, and 

values the former only as it enables him to diffuſe the eſſects of his 

benevolence; and the latter, as the memory of it perpetually excites 

h him to emulate his anceſtors in virtue. At the ſame time, he is ſo far 

3 52 from thinking himſelf raiſed above the reſt of his countrymen, that 

| he lives with all the elegant ſimplicity of an Athenian, while he en- 

Joys the opulence of a Perſian fatrap. His inſtitution in the ſtudy 

of eloquence and philoſophy hath been conformable to the nobility 

of his birth and fortune. In philoſophy he was a ſcholar of ANAXA- | 

GORAS; in rhetoric, he was inſtructed by ANTIPHON, an orator 

of ſingular abilities, and revered by the people for his eloquence. | 

If I may form a judgment of his ſentiments in government from the 

tenour of his diſcourſe, he appears eaſt of all to approve of a de- 

mocracy, The generoſity of his temper. makes him averſe from the 

envy and contention of demagogues ; the fteadineſs of his politics, 

from the inconſtancy of popular reſolutions ; and the integrity of 

his heart, from the ſelfiſh counſels of thoſe who are willing to ac 

quire or maintain an authority with the multitude. He could with 
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for's a larger mixture. b PR ENT in 1 Athenian e commonwe alch; 


tinted alive and in ſupreme power, he uſed to ſay, the 


60 firation. was nominally demoeratical, but in fact monarchieal. 1 ; 


re of enen! 1 


al | onvlowngnts « & ſurpriſing cc com- 


« gelte to be placed ar the helmx of the n 
into the artful. management of pop 

me „That he forbore coming into th 
2 _— be an acceſſary or a witneſs to their iniquit 
© ings: That proſperity had infatuated the minds of his uathi inl 
men; and the only men who ruled them, were thoſe i 
6 foothathehors with frind , ha he: foe patives, gail 
put them on chimerical ſchemes and hazardous attempts; whereas 
„he, who gave temperate advice, was inp 
> coward, —— as not to undexſtand, or fo mali- 
© cious as to belie their pow 
„ ſhining merits were iced PO 
© they never pardoned. him who ſerved them with talents which ren- 
* dered him worthy to command, and often deprived themſelves of 


ation, had never expreſſed any | 


aſſembly, 1 becauſe he — | 


ouſly branded as a 


He faid, < the-trueſt and moſt 
n as. crimes againſt the ſtate ; that 
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and yet ſuch was his opinion of PxRIeLESs, chat, as — as he con- — 


* real advantages to ſhun an imaginary evil. For my own part, 


* (continued he, ) Lhave mingled ſo much of the diſintereſted philoſo- 
© pher with my republican principles, as to abhor thoſe leaders of 
party, who croſs. each other's counſels to the detriment of the 


«* whole; thoſe flatterers, who. truckle to the humour of $8: Preps 


e by the meaneſt and moſt ſlaviſſi cor liances; thoſe d 
* who drive us into ſtrange ings, eee 
* dare not oppoſe, or, if they do, precipitately endanger their own 
- ſafety. A prudent citizen therefore, when perſons. of this kind 
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% r four, will pid oo ths eee 
— 4 himſelf to be loſt in the ſtream. - Hemer nirer:oppors. 
« unity of engaging in the publick buſt neſs, or elle not N i it 8 
&« at all. He will not enter on the important o of a' miniſter; - 
« uncalled to it by the general voice of his ame In a "ue 1 
e have laid down theſe maxims to myſelf which the politi of 
« our days ſeem utterly to deſpiſe, vis. that a good man f Would 
«, be ſo zealous in his regards for the community, as to exclude all 
4 thoſe that are perſonal, while a wiſe man remains indifferent in his 
&. choice of publick or private life; but ſtudious to adorn both. Can 
you then wonder, (added he,) if I have rather employed _ 
« in obſerving and- recording what paſſes, than in direQing and g- 
«verning? And, to ſpeak ſincerely, it is with a view to the: e good 
« of futurity, that I am now compiling a hiſtory of theſe times, and 
© ſhall ſpare no expence of labour or money to procure — me- 
« moirs for the purpoſe.” The Lacedæmonian archives, as well as 
the Athenian, will be ranſacked, that from the colle&ions' of each 
« the ſeries of our tranſactions may be more impartially laid open 
and however ſome men ſhall cenſure the manner of my writing, yet 
no man ſhall queſtion the truth of it. For it is not a work in- 
« tended by way of oſtentation to the preſent age, but as a monu- 
* ment of inftruQtion to bur ſucceſſors, a asa W to al pe 10 iy. 


* 


el with the 6 of the in it was impoſible for me to 
forget, what I had often been told, of the generous ſpirit he diſco- 
vered, and the memorable tears which he ſhed, on hearing the Muſes 
of HzRODOrus recited in a celebrated feaſt at Athens. I conſidered 
this deſign as a conſequence of the ſame emulation; nor could 1 
avoid, on the one hand, congratulating the generations to come on 
that admirable hiſtory, which the abilities of my friend TuvcyDIDEs 
will hereafter produce into the world; nor was it unnatural to re- 
flect 
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thenians, 4". ſcri 


| De, are remarka le, amongſt their other 
diſtinguiſhing qualiti , for the great eagerneſs with which they 
Aten after news. Thou mayeſt imagine, that this curioſity finds 
ſufficient employment by an, account juſt arrived of a ſecond en- 
gagement een the Pelo 


nefian fleet and Pu ORMIO.s ſquadro 
in which the y 
balanced by the ſkill 


* 


? ſuperiority 'ﬆ number on the ſide of the former, 
and bravery of 


vantage and loſs nearly equ between both parties, as thou wilt be 
better able to judge from the following VW 
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e latter, has rendered the ad- 
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of ſeventy fail well appointed, and came to an anchor at Run 
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port of the ſame name on. the qppolits ſhave." Theſe | two /harboury 
form the mouth of: the Cxiſſæan gulph. 9 

manders intended to bring the Athenians to an engagem 
the gulph, before the reinforcement arrived. PORNO L 
avoid fighting, but, if that was not in his power, to engage them in 


the open ſea, where the dexterity of his ſailors, and the ſwiftneſs of 


his ſhips, would give him the advantage againſt their unwieldy 


veſſels and inexperienced ſeamen. After they had lain two or three 


days in this poſture, the Peloponneſians made a motion up the gulph 
with their whole fleet towards Naupactus; which obliged PHORM10, 
much againſt his will, to follow them in order to fave the Place, 
which was too weak to make effeQtual reſiſtance. As ſoon As the 
admirals of the enemy ſaw the Athenian ſquadron engaged within 
the ſtrait, they gave the ſignal to their fleet to to tack about and bear 
down upon them, which they did with ſuch vigour, that they drove 
feveral of the Athenian gallies againſt the ſhore, funk ſome, and 
made many priſoners. A body of Meſſenian troops in the fervice of 
Athens, who were marching along the ſhore, behaved very. bravely ; ; 
for they entered the ſea with their arms, and recovered. ſome. of the 


ſhips that had been taken. In another m_ of the action, 1 
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"i Mes mean ne „ Bikkotnal vas Sian toife within : 
of ſeventy ſail well appointed, and came to an anchor at RA a 
| Achaia, whilſt PROMO and his twenty gallies were ſtationed at ; 
part of the ſame name on the oppoſite ſhore. Theſe two harbou 
form the mouth of the Criſſæan gulph. The Peloponneſian com- 
manders intended to bring the Athenians to an engagement within 
the gulph, before the reinforcement arrived. | PHozMto. deſigned to 
avoid fighting, but, if that was not in his power, to engage them in 
the open ſea, where the dexterity of his ſailors, and the ſwiftneſs of 
his ſhips, would give him the advantage againſt their unwieldy 
veſſels and inexperienced ſeamen. After they had lain two or three 
days in this poſture, the Peloponneſians made a. motion up the gulph 
with their whole fleet towards Naupactus; which obliged PHORMIO, | 
Z much againſt his will, to follow them i in order to ſave the place, 
which was too weak to make eſſectual reſiſtance. As ſoon as he 
admirals of the enemy ſaw the Athenian {quadron engaged within 
the ſtrait, they gave the ſignal to their fleet to tack about and bear 
5 down upon them, which they did with ſuch : vigour, tl that they drove 
ſeveral of the Athenian gallies againſt the ſhore, ſunk, ſome, and 
5 85 made many priſoners. A body of Meſſenian troops in the ſervice of 
| Athens, who were marching along the ſhore, behaved very bravely ; 
for they entered the ſea-with their arms, and recovered ſome. of the 
ſhips that had been taken. In another part of the action, PH —_ ; 


rienced officer obſerving that they followed the chace very careleſsly, 


already their own, negleRted to keep their line of battle, ſo that ſome 
of their ſhips were out of fight, ordered the few gallies he had with 
him to turn their prows, and be 


after ſome of the foremoſt Peloponneſian veſſels were diſabled, the 
reſt, frighted at ſo unexpected a turn, were put to flight, and ſix of 
them taken. PORNMTO and Brasidas have both erected trophies, 
{ though neither of thera can juſtly. lay claim to the victory. The 
ſhips from Crete are ſince arrived, and it is ſaid the Peloponneſian 
fleet is retired to,Corinth. The officers who diſtinguiſhed them- 


— ones into che 3 of 1 This expe- * 


ar down directly on the enemy, him- | 
ſelf leading the attack. This advantage was fo well improved, that 
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and either out of con tempt of the Athenians, or believing the victory 


ſelves moſt « on z the . of Achau, were aka e the admiral 8 . 
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as an error in Crzon and his party, the pre- 


1 x: 5 of affairs, that they did not immediately furniſh 


PHORMIO with a force ſufficient to improve his firſt advantage, and 
remain maſter of the ſea, In all probability, if the twenty ſhips had 
not waſted fo much of their time at Crete, this muſt have proved a 
very conſiderable ſucceſs for the Athenians. It has been a common 
laying amongſt them on this occaſion, that 
_ fcnſfible that PERI Es is dead. The laſt letters bum Platza mention, 
A that the army of the allies under the command of Axchip Aus 
king of Sparta, being haraſſed out with the length of the ſiege, and 
the vigorous reſiſtance of the garriſon, have reſolved to endoſe the 
city with a ſtrong wall, fortified with ditches and towers on both 
ſides, to prevent as well the ſallies of the inhabitants within, as the 


entrance of any fuccours from Without 2 ant chat after having finiſhed 
| this 
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— ade of the va and the reſt 2 5 


enemy to his country, and a friend to Lacedæmon. b They are a ſe 


NT 3 


5 have. 1 now laid before ; — 8 N the preſent © 8 iſe le of * 
publick oecurrences; nor do 1 neglect to inform m ſelf, as thou e en- 
joineſt me, of the private intrigues of this city, and the ſecret ſpri prings 
that . the counſels of this active republick. The, adminiftra- 
tion of affairs, ſince the death of PeRICLES, has lain principally in the 


hands of a party, who may be ſaid to delight in war; ;. and though 
| they have not the neceſſary talents for carrying on " regular and | 
well-concerted ſcheme of military operations, yet they treat any one, 


who but ventures to name the word peace in their aſſemblies, as 


of men compoſed of mercenary orators, and 0 


her. faQtious citizens 


who are enriched and aggrandized by a war, chat impoveriſhes the 


reſt of the ſtate. Every general is obliged to pay his court to then 
and to have a band of rhetoricians to defend him againſt the attacks ; 
of his enemies at home, whilſt he is fighting his country's battles in 

the field. The allies make their applications to them, to recommend | 


| their cauſe to the people, to get their contributions leſſened, or an 
expedition undertaken in their behalf; though the immediate ſervice 


of the ſtate perhaps is neglected, and her armies rendered uſeleſs for 
want of ſupplies. CLEON is at the head of theſe worthy, 


a man the more oppolite to peace, becauſe in quiet times his own | 


bad actions would appear, and the calumnies of others. be leſs be- 


| Heved,. He ſupports himſelf, not ſo much by the greatneſs of his 


abilities, as by the boldneſs of his undertakings, and the confidence 
of his aſſertions. He renders himſelf popular, not by the eaſe and 


| humanity of his behaviour, but by the freedom and roughneſs of it; 


which is agreeable to the common ſort, whom he likewiſe gains over 


to his intereſt by frequently relieving their neceſſities, - + carries 
bis. 
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i opus th the els; empire. bar bye moſt Xa 
poſition in every diſtrict of the provinces, the garriſons and" Rand. 
ing forces are maintained with very ne bade o the covey, 
The præfect of each diſtrict has a lift of ſo many horſe,” W 
or archers, which he is to find proviſſom for, according to the fee. 
tility and produce. of: the lands within his diviſion. ©  ARTAXEREES 
himſelf has every thing under His o.] inſpection; he Waren y 
reviews' the troops in one part or other of his dominii 
_ vey the country at the ſame time, or employs thoſe the een onfide 
im, to > doi it! in J. more ; remote. 2 this means he knows the 
his garrifons, and the condition 
e prefect: fraudulently withhold what 
nature bath plentifulty ved; or if the land be not ſufficiently 
cultivated as far as the ſoil will bear, chey are liable to be complained | 
againſt by the officers of the : army, or thoſe fent to inſpect them, or 
to be diſcovered in the neglect of their duty by the king himſelf. 
Where naked and barren proſpects are by labour and induſtry con 
verted into beautiful lawns and plantations, or the face of nature is in 


any ſort improved, the præfect of that diſtrict is ſure to receive 
ſome mark of the royal munificence, and the meaneſt labourer to enjoy 


the fruits of his: induſtry. And wherever the troops axe fitly choſen, 
well diſciplined, and handſomely equipped in their arms and other 
 accoutrements,, not only the commanding ſatrap, but every chiliarch 
, a8 he hath hewn RR in the 


plains of og The. natural jane ue $IRO& ae who 
are honoured with XIXXIs * for their chief, e from the 
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| ; Loggen 5 preret, a is! „ ape, a. eee berg of 
— may be the more ſuſpe 


etted, as the choĩceſt part of the Median forces 
was draughted for this encampment, ' Ten thouſand Syt re quar 
| tered round MEGABYZUs's pavilion, armed with 
lns, and daggers, and greaves that cover only ha 
khauſand Arabians, habitec in their looſe” ( of Indian 
with long bos t, are placed in the rear of the camp, that | 
camels may not annoy their horſes.: Amidſt theſe various multi 
tudes, the greateſt regularity and ordern are preſerved chr ugh, all the 
ranks. The city of Babylon, which delights in ſhews: and pomp 
was much | entertained: with the grand parade, when Ak: " AXERXE! 
robes, carrying the holy fire upon a ſilver hearth. After them came 
the empty chariot crowned with garlands and drawn by white ſteeds 
with harneſſes of gold, which is ſacred to OrxoMA8DES, and an 
emblem of his preſence with us. A ſingle horſe came next, of the 
largeſt breed of Hyrcania, in honour to the ſun, and the leaders had 
white garments with ſtaffs of gold. Then a thouſand of the band of 
Immortals, with their golden chains and veſts of rich brocades ſet 
off with Indian gems, followed by the order called the Royal Kin- 
dred; after them the body- guard, who are - diſtinguiſhed- by tho 
golden apples upon their pikes. The chief ſatraps and prinees ef 
the blood attended about the perſon of ARTAXERXES, who. rode in 
an ivory chariot, richly inlaid with amethiſts and rubies upon 
and gold plates curiouſly emboſſed with emblematic: figures. Fro 
behind, a ſculptured eagle, more dazzling than the car itſelf, ſpread 
its wings over the monarch's head f. A thouſand ſpearmen ,cloſed 
the proceſſion. The tent of ARTAXERXES- ſtands eee on 4 
riſing ground near the eue of the camp, un the. page . the 


* Herod, Polym. c. 85. Id. c. 87. AS. 1 Quint. Curt 1 


ArRINI AN LETTERS. 


pedition attended the: camp. 


ey threaten to: appear ſoon in Ama- 


20nian dreſſes, and try the courage of ſome in diſtinction there, ſince 
ps, who were noted for their effeminate 
delicacy, have upon this occaſion aſſumed a martial air. Theſe jeſts 
acian women, who, in the 
reign of their queen ZARINA, about the time of ARTIBARNAS, —— — 


moſt of the younger .ſat 


have revived the memory of the ancient Saci 


father to ASTYAGES, joined i in a revolt of the Parthi, 


and extr emely 


diſtreſſed the Medes. And ſome. fine interludes, intermixed, after 


our manner, with ſinging and dances, have been played in the royal 
apartments, founded upon the ſtory. of that heroine, and the adven- 
ture of the Mede STRYAGLI1Us with the Sacian lady *, whom he 


had thrown'from her horſe, and conceived ſuch. a violent paſſion for, | 
that meeting with a repulſe in his firſt addreſſes, he pretended to ſtarve - 


| himſelf, and by that artifice worked upon the compaſſion of his miſ- 
treſs. A party of the court ladies, with the queen-mother and Au x- 
TIS, were lately at an entertainment in MEGABYZUs's tent, and 
paſſed through the camp in a cedar carriage with the curtains/of their 


pavilion undrawn, attended by INTAPHERNEs and five hundred of 
the Immortals. MEGABYZUS performs all the duties of a general, 
ind excites an emulation among the troops in their military exerciſes, 


by his frequent preſence among them. But to the great concern of 
all his friends, though the vigour of his mind be {till the ſame, yet 
in his bodily ſtrength he ſeems daily declining. APOLLONIDEs of 
Cos, who is in great favour with ARTAXERXES, exerts his utmoſt 
Kill to ek a life ſo valuable to Feria. Adieu. ; v2" _ 5 


fun i in a cafe of cryſtal over it. The ladies of the court complain of L res * 
their being left out in this e who have i in every ſignal e 


0 


„ eee 


LETTER 
Fin IP 


and ſtill retains its primitive rudeneſs and ſimplicity. A _ 
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VI il ge  Cunanonn # Sunzvn, ON, 2715 0 JR 
7 HAvE of late been engiged in dome converſations with the = 

of this place, which have more than once brought to my mind 
thoſe delightful ſolitudes, where thou, abſtracted from every othet 
care and avocation, enjoyeſt as it were the preſenc( of the great 
OroOMASDES, and illuininations, which, though no leſs importutt 
than thoſe vouchſafed to the favoured Zoxons TER, thou in divine 
conference haſt communicated to me. Not minyfurtongs fromthe 
city, in the midſt of a ſpacious meadow, which is 'almoR farrounded 
with the clear and ſmooth ſtream of the river Iliſſus, There is à ſta- 
dium not ſo remarkable for its ornaments and grandeur, us its anti- 


quity and ſituation ; it was built in the early ages of this republick, 


of trees coeval at leaſt to the ſtruQure, whoſe 'trunks appe: 
huge pillars to ſupport a thick and vyerdurous roof, wre Platited / 


one ſide; and through them the col breezes, which ariſe from the 


river, and are perfumed by numberleſs floweesthat adorn its banks, 
give a freſhneſs amidſt che ſcorching heats, which we no feel, 
and form a retreat the moſt agreeable that can be Imagiived. It i 
for this, that the philoſophers of Athens with their diſciples fre- 
quently exchange the Academy and Lyciuin ; and as T have mere 


than once been admitted to the conferences that are held here, thon 


wilt not, Ifancy, be diſpleaſed to partake in them alſo. It is true, l 
have ſometimes been but indifferently entertained. Some of the firſt 
and higheſt reputation among theſe philoſophers have little true and 
ſolid knowledge even of thoſe ſciences they profeſs, Many, who 
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H Ex edge, ſhould yet be ſo backward in this godlike employment Lee 
—— aid, © that it ſeemed. ungenerous, and inconſiſtent with his um | 
| *. benevolence, to be ſo ſevere, as'I had ſometimes known him, od 
VV thoſe, whoſe greateſt fault was perhaps only to be too ready 0 
= BP teach, while he, _ was capable of doing it, would not enter 
* upon this province.” . He received my reproof with his ufa 
humanity, and after ns pauſe, ſaid ; „Were I really, my friend, 
_ * what you would kindly ſuppoſe me, capable of inſtructing man- 
« kind, yet ſure I am, that you and all wiſe men would judge the 
“ worſe of me if I ſhould venture to proclaim it. It has hitherto 
been the chief buſineſs of my life, to confute and ſhew the folly of 
4 theſe vain ſcioliſts: and ſhould I not expoſe myſelf to the con- 
* tempt of thoſe, who are ſo contemptible, if I ſhould engage M 
their taſk,” and take upon me to dictate on points, which I am 
&« ſenſible are not only out of my Teach, but even beyond that of 
human capacity? It is true, that I have endeavoured, as far as 1 
am able, to cultivate and improve my faculties. I own 1 have 
_* uſed my utmoſt induſtry in acquiring knowledge ; and as truth 
6 and ſcience have hitherto been, ſo I am perſuaded they ever'y vill 
Os be, the ſcope and object of my life to come. But alas! . ar 
am I from having arrived at what I aim at, that J am daily con- 
£ vincedI never ſhall. I am ſatisfied, that I know nothing _—_ | 
the experience 'of each day convinces me of the folly of the con- 
4 cluſions I made the foregoing ; and upon the matureſt conſider: 
ation I am brought to conclude, that the probable 1 is all we ea 
ever arrive at in our reſearches. What can 1 do better therefc re | 
s or how can I be more uſefully employed, than in endeavourinę 
% to take men off from thoſe idle and fruitleſs purſuits after cer- 
* tainty, which I am convinced they never will find? Nor does this | 
binder me from tracing out, and even 8 upon ſome great 
| 9 and 
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« and there d. 1i6\cauſs Gf heir exiinel 
not tO trace 


60 


played in eve 


6. of nature? Can ſo many beings 


city. - I endeavour to fathom their underſtandings. I examine 
into the end of our actions, how they may affect ourſelves or 
others. I find a light as it were and guide placed in my breaſt, 


which, if diligently attended to, dire&s me in all important oc- 
 currences. I am ſatisfied, that man is not born for himſelf: only, 
but for. the ſervice of others, and that there is a law; which directs 
all to the practice of what is juſt, and good, and true, planted in 
every man's breaſt; that human laws only inforce this, and bind 
it upon bad men; that the good are not influenced by them, and 
he that attends has no need of any other obligation than what 
ariſes from hence. Nay further, when I conſider the nature and 
formation of man, and that all we e learn ſeems to be little more 
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and fu abe Pede And ir chen ühlt Miele whit 15 18 „reges n > 
chat appears to me the moſt probable, J anſwer, ſeeſt thou the « —  — MY 
great frame of the univerſe, and haſt thou conſidered the various 
and wonderful inſtances of wiſdom and contrivance that are diſ- 
ery part of ity and canſt thou doubt of -its being the 
work of ſome all- wiſe and all- powerful cauſe? Can fo much 
uſe and beauty, ſo much magnificence and deſign, ſo much re- 
ann aud order, ſtrike us on the contemplation of nature, and 
ve not own the Autho xiſt, 


e? No, it is impoſſible 
and acknowledge plain and evident marks of a Deity, 
who formed ad directs this wondrous machine. It muſt be 
that we are all under his government, that we are produced for 
ſome great purpoſes; and when we diſcover, that not the moſt 
minute and infignificant atom, which we ſee, but has i its uſes, and 

ſerves its peculiar ends, we muſt conclude, that man, the nobleſt 
work of the creation, muſt alſo have his. Hence then am I led 
to inquire and conſider, what are and what ought to be the great . 
duties of my life. I try the extent of my own and others capa- 
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2 . hc and poke - it is to ſatisfy 
1 chat we are deſigned for, and ſhall exiſt in, no res 
ö * frain from indulging in this, which to thee may appear a vil 
« ary. and. idle ſpeculation, however probable and rational it m 
| 4 ſeem to me.” Here he ended, and I would gladly have en- 
gaged him in a more particular diſcuſſion of what he had advance ed. 
He, on the contrary, deſired my ſentiments, which, not only « out 
of modeſty, but prudence, thou wilt imagine I declined giving; „ 
ſo our converſation broke up. I went away convinced, that the 
notices of the great OROMASDEs are wonderfully diſplayed through- 
out the whole univerſe, and that the ſublimeſt truths are eaſily dif- 
coverable, when men make a proper, uſe * that moſt valuable 
nation from him, Reaſon, V 1 
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Onsanrs to CLEANDER. From Heliopolls, | 5 55 


+ io Nile i is now ( riſen to its 20000 height, and the cou 
every part fills the eye of a traveller with wonder and al, 
and affords the. moſt joyful proſpect to 2. han 
. From a pyramid in this town I ſurveyed the diſtant f face, where 

LE lawns, and fields, and gardens lay undifinguihed:b in one | Quid plain ;/ 

the taller foreſts waving in the midſt of waters, and the ſtately piles 
of Memphis and the neighbouring towns, with the adjacent pyra- 
mids ſcattered like rocks and iſlands, to diverſify the charming rege. 
5 Lou ſee in every place life and motion, che inhabitants paſſing ed 


25 „ 1 * 8 x 
Ay F $." 5 5 "© x 
4 Ie 1 5 Kr . 3 


9 1 Arn elan LETTE TY 


* 


n,, ail hen eto eb The 
further mountains of Libya tiſe- like a diſtant continent ſeen off at 
ſea the nearer ones, that are continued along the banks of the Nile 
from the upper Thebais, begin here to open and ſpread away to the 
Eaſt and preſent the moſt raviſhing landſcape of hills and precipices, 
intermixed with lawns and woods, where the cattle graze during the 
inundation. My happening to come down from Syene, about the | 
time that the banks were to be laid open, contributed muc 1 with 
the natural chearfulneſs of the country, to render my tour agree- 
able. Upon this occafion there are certain ceremonies obſerved 
with erik ſolemaity and rejoicing: and the præfects of the * | 
diſtricts uſually viſit all the chief towns through the ſeveral 
they prefide over, at the cutting of the banks, and are preſent at the 
ſolemn feſtivals held upon that occaſion; which they cally may, a 
| regular cuſtom being obſerved of beginning from the veins of the 

Nile, and fo proceeding gradually down the country as the inun- 
dation directs them. Above Thebes ſeldom any but the riefts 
themſelves” attend. Of this cuſtom Prarnvces took no notice, 
when I parted from him to ſce the cataracts, and thought to have 
paſſed unobſerved the whole way back to Heliopolis; but about the 
midway to Thebes upon my return, at a town called Cnubis, which 
is named from the ſame god CNE H, who is worſhipped at Syene, | 
| 1 met a ſplendid galley; which waited there for my reception to con- 
duct me to PHARNUCES, - Whien I had landed at the palate, which 
fronts to the water, he, ſaluting me with His uſual civility, ſaid, 
you are returned, Oxs Au xs, very 0j ely to ſee the ceremonies =, 
that are performed at the cutting of the banks; and I ſhall accom- 
pany you myſelf part of your way, if you will not think it too great 
adelay to grace my parade. This year the river is riſen fixteen 
cubits, which promiſes a plentiful increaſe, "Te next mornirig the 
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LE. T BR alice were 1 before the palace; and having taken a 1 rep ſe. 42 . 
Ve ſet out not long after ſun- riſing. As ſoon as the. oars touched 
the water, a concert ſtruck up of Perſtan and Ægyptian muſick, and 
every thing contributed to make our paſſage delightful ;- the ſerenit . = 
of the air, the brightneſs of the morning; and the calm ſurface. of 
the water reflecting the early beams “, and interſperſed with, flowers 
of the lotus, reſembling a bed of. lilies. - In every place that wei 
ſtopped at, a black bull with much ceremony was ſaerificed to 4 
Nile. We arrived the day after at Coptos, an ancient emporium 
for Indian and Arabian commodities T. The city ſtands a little re- 
moved from the Nile, but has its keys and warehouſes to the river. . 
Here 1818 f, they ſay, received the firſt tidings of the death of. 
Osinls, and cut off a lock of her hair for grief, which gave occaſion _ 
; bo - ' tothe city being called Coptos, implying in the Egyptian language 4 
Privation. From this town they tranſport their merchandize by. 
camels to the Portus Albus, for Arabia and the Indian iſles. . . South. 
ward from which, along 1 the ſhore of the Arabian gulf, are the tan 
mous mountains where they dig for carbuncles. Below Coptos, on 
the oppoſite ſide, ſtands This, the metropolis once of a very powerful. 
dynaſty, but now. comprehended i in the lower Thebais. .. And here 
we could diſcern at a. diſtance the ruins. of Abydos 5, one of the 
royal ſeats of MEMNON. Next is the town of VENUS and the 
city of the Crocodiles. Then on the eaſtern. ſide Chemmis, which: 
boaſts of PERSEvUs's original: his temple is there encompaſſed in a 
grovg of palm trees, with a ſtately. portico of large maſly. columns. 
NS ; in which are two Coloſſal ſtatues, and the image of: 
PERSEUS within, ||. The prieſts. pretend, that the deity. ſometimes 
mwanifeſts himſelf to them, which is always taken for a goed omen, 


and forebodes great plenty to Keypt. Daxavs and Lrxerbs, 3 


0 * Hetod. Euterp. c. 92. 7 Plin. lib. v. C, 5 "ts bur de 10 4 & & Of, 4 
5 Sabo. l Herod. Eut, e. 9 1 ye 
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who went int G Greece,” * . bey 2 MT: "hem u aa 1 EF 

ey reckon the deſcent of PERSEvs, who coming into Egypt! k 
to bring thither the Gorgon's head out of Libya, viſitec that place, 
having been informed by his mother of his relation to it, and inſti- 
tuted en thoſe athletick games to her honour and his own, which 
were alfo celebrated in G Greece; and the two Coloſſal ſtatues before 
the temple are his t progenitors DA N Aus and Ly Nc US. Che - 
particular ce CETCMOT. i | 


as tedious to relate, as the various diſcourſe our voyage furniſhed }. 
about the cauſes of the Nile's inundation. THALES the: Mileſian, 
mentioned in one of your. letters, who is remembered here with great 5 
veneration, accounted for it by the Etefian winds. blowing againſt the 
mouths of the Nile at this ſeaſon. But though that does not ſeem 
to be a ſufficient cauſe, ſince the ſame would probably then happen 
to other rivers,” where the like winds are known to blow; yet what- 
ever other cauſes may ſupply ſuch quantity of water, whether melted. | 
ſnow from the mountains of Ethiopia when the ſun comes over them; 
or great rains falling in remote countries, yet theſe winds may con- 
tribute to make the overflow more regular and laſting, as they-! are 
a balance to the waters, and prevent them from running off into 
the fea, till they have ſufficiently fertilized the land. At the ancient 
city of Antæus I parted from PH ARNUCES, who deſired that one 
of his barges might attend me to Memphis : : but as I could no longer 
enjoy the ſame agreeable company, 1 defired to proceed the reſt 
of my journey in a more private manner. The moſt extraordinary 
part of the ceremonies I ſaw performed at Nilopolis, a city at the 
lower end of the iſland of the Heracleotic nome “. While the 
prieſts were ſacrificing to the Nile, we ſaw of a ſudden ſix youths 
in a ſtrange dreſs of” a ds colour advancing. towards: * Ws: pre- 


2. Videtis Serv. in Georg lib. iv. v. ae. feclonciqu tow dauſos. 
tended. 
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8 which I ſaw practiſed every where, would de 
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tended to be juſt come up Gov + donSehaſls 15 the ia 2 « 1 
— temple. They joined in the ſolemnities, ſinging the praiſes of the 


overflow of its waters; which was to them * their land and water, 
' their lakes and ſea, Then the prieſts ſolemnly told us, that theſe 
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Nile, and reciting the benefit that their country. received from 1 


their ſons were in their infancy delivered to the nymphs, and had 


Nile. The youths, who were inſtructed in their anſu 


been educated by them ever ſince, and bid them declare what they 
had learnt in thoſe ſubterranean abodes concerning the nature of the 


fabulous account concerning the internal ſtructure of the zarth, and 
deſcribed to us lakes and oceans that are below the ſame, as above 
the ſurface; and the great rivers that are loſt underzground, and 
by hidden channels in the depths of the earth conveyed from place 
to place, till at length they riſe again in diſtant climates. And thus 


they affirmed, that they themſelves had ſen the Nile in a contrary 


and that the river loſing itſelf in a great gulf, was carried through 


hemiſphere t, removed from ours by a whole diameter of the globe; 


various ducts and windings within the vaſt abyſs, till at laſt it 
roſe again, and guſhed out at the two rocks by Syene, dividing its 
ſtreams from thence to. Ethiopia and Egypt. I conſidered this as 
a philoſophical conjecture of the prieſts, who are much puzzled 


themſelves about the ſource of the Nile, worked up with theſe fa- 


bulous circumſtances to diſguiſe their ignorance, and impoſe upon 


the vulgar. From Nilopolis I could diſcern the towers and obeliſks 


of Memphis, and. the ſummit of the temple of the ſun, which 


crowns this city, and ſtands conſpicuous above the other buildings, 
though Heliopolis and Memphis both are raiſed by artificial moles a 


great height above the waters. The mythological doctrines about 
the divinity of the Nile, which I have learnt among the prieſts of 


Achilles Tatius. + Pompon. Mela, c. 10. 


this 
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this colleinds are. no leſs ſtranę 
origin juſt before mentione y call OsixIS, a a the land 
1518, and the ſultry heat, which would deftroy the fruits of the earth, 
unleſs the ſoil were fertilized by the inundation, they ſymbolize 
under the name of TypuoN.  NepTHE is the highlands, which 
the fouls of the Nile ſeldom” "reach, 2 nd is faid to be Typnuon's 
of the Nile F at any t time to reach t 


le e highlands, then there 
commonly grow ſome few water plants cauſed by the inundation, 


product, and call them Anubis. 
And they hint all this in the following fable; they ſay Osixis begat 
of his wife I818 a legitimate child called Oxvs, and that he com- 
mitted adultery with NepTHE the wife of TyPHON, and had by 
her the baſtard Ax UBIS, Thus I may call the religion of the prieſts. 
in general a mythological collection or ſyſtem of ancient ſtories, 

Poctically diſguiſed, and | applied under different acceptations, to- 
| | phznom x of nature.” Adleu. 
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nE es are — eee from che nan} contterns- 
tion they have been in during the whole courſe of the war. 
Whilſt they enjoyed an imaginary ſecurity, amid fancied that the Pe- 
loponneſian allies were retired into winter quarters, an enterprize 
was formed, which had nearly proved their N alinoft be- 


— 


„ Plutar. de id & Ou — 
fore 


- LETT TER: fore they * perceive aha ae was 


harbour, which, by a ſtrange negligence, was 


— than a deſign to ſurprize the port Pyræeus, er great- arſenal wy 
gallies to meet an invader, or a chain to keep vhs icy ent tel . 
The firſt circumſtance, which made them ſuſpect their * "= 
an advice brought them, that a large: wn of marines was marched 
over land from Corinth to Niſæa, a port of the Megaræans, quit op- 

poſite to the Pyræeus; and that forty n were ready to be — . 
there upon the firſt order. But as in popular aſſemhlies, the multi- 
plicity of opinions that are ſtarted tends rather to confound th 


an. 
direct their counſels, they ſpent their time in debating what the de- 
ſign of the enemies ſhould be, when they ought to have been re- 
paring to oppoſe it. The Peloponneſian fleet in the mean time, in- 
ſtead of {ailing towards the Pyræeus, according to their firſt ſcheme, 
turned off to Salamis, ſurprized a fort, took three nne we 
waſted the iſland. This alteration of their meaſures, whether /occa- 
ſioned by a contrary wind, or ſome diſſenſions among their 83 
pProved the ſafety of the Athenians, who being alarmed to the higheſt | 
degree by the ſignals of danger made from Salamis, put a ſtrong gar- 
riſon in Pyræeus, and fitted out ſome gallies with all haſte, with which 
they ſailed to obſerve the motions of their enemies. The Peloponne- 
ſians being informed of thoſe preparations, and not thinking them- 
ſelves ſtrong enough to venture an engagement, returned to Niſæa. 
Now the danger is paſt, the Athenians are buſily employed! in ſhut- 
ting up the entrance of the harbour with a _ and-1 ww” a R 
ſome ſhips to keep guard without. rt... 
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The ehe of Platza is. turned i into a Ne 3 eee 
have drawn lines round the city, which are looked upon to be a 
very fine piece of fortification. They conſiſt of a double encloſure; 
one towards Platza, to oppoſe the ſallies of the beſieged, and ano- 
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ther towards the eountry, to prevent the Athenians from . 
in ſupplies. The diſtance betwee 
feet, is taken up with towers, | where the ſoldiers employed in the 
blockade: are quartered. There: is 1 a 18801 ditch Ae with FRO” 


that! is carried round the work. m 


Thou nk n * „nme! of Ub war Juſt b woke! out bi 


PERDICCAS; king of Macedon, and SiTALcts, king of Thrace, in 


which the Athenians are auxiliaries to the latter; and have engaged to 
ſend a fleet to ſupport him in his project of ſetting 'AMyNTASs, the 
ſon of PHILIP, brother to PER DIAS, on his uncle's throne. The 
Thracian monarch has raiſed a very numerous army, not leſs than . 
one hundred and fifty thouſand men, out of his own ſubjects, and the 
nations his allies. He is marched at the head of it to invade Ma- 
cedon, carrying along with him the young AurxTASs, whom he 
treats as a king. PER DTœc s, ſenſible of his inability to keep the 
field againſt ſo ſuperior a force, has thrown. the beſt of his infantry 


into his ſtrongeſt places, and contents himſelf with haraſſing the ene- 
my, defending the paſſes, and laying waſte the country, to deprive them 
of ſubſiſtence by means of his cavalry, which are excellent. S1tTAaLcEs 
has notwithſtanding made a conſiderable progreſs already. Womene, 
a frontier town, which ventured to ſtand a fiege, he carried by 


ſtorm ; and ſeveral others, as Mygdonia, Griſtonia, and Anthemus, 


ſecond time into the confederacy _ en if this war . not 
reduced him to a ime of ſell- defence. 


vox. 1. 


„ 
1 - 
. ee 


theſe incloſures, which is ſixteen . 


ed without oppoſition, out of regard to the memory 
of PH ir, whoſe inheritance they once were. The Athenians 


think it a very ſeaſonable and uſeful diverſion ; for they are well | 
affured, that the Macedonian king was on the point of entering a 
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Nh LETTER ET Law next, noble ſeribe, to open t0 thee an affair; which Lien 
2 upon with no ſmall reluctane 
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ance; as well upon account of * [ 
it concerns, whoſe fortunes, Honour, and life will be nearly affected 
by what I ſhall lay ther thee, as becauſe I am ſenſible, how umwil 
ling the humanity of thy temper renders thee to reveal what mult 
prejudice another, and how ſtrongly at the ſame time thy ſingular 
fidelity muſt be moved at any act of treachery in thoſe that approach 
the ſacred perſon of the king. To detain thee no longer in ſuſpenls, 
I have diſcovered a treaſonable correſpondence of SACAS, the eunue 
chamberlain to the women's apartment, which I came to the know: 
ledge of in the following manner: Upon PERIcLES's death, the 
papers and letters relating to publick affairs, which he had in his 
poſſeſſion, were ordered by a decree of the ſenate to be depoſited-in 
the archives of the ſtate, I found means to obtain a ſight of them 
from the ſcribe of the aſſembly, in whoſe hands they were depoſited; 
and thou mayeſt imagine how ſurprized I was, to diſcover amongſt 
them a correſpondence between PERICLES and SACAS, which began 
the year after the peace made with CI MON, and continued ever ſince 
with little interruption. Thou canft remember, that ſoon an that 
peace was ſigned, the Athenians ſent embaſſadors to the 
court, who, as it appears from theſe letters, ad this: unfor- 
tunate eunuch in the intereſt of Athens. He makes ſtrung pro- 
feſſions in his letters, that nothing could have engaged him in the 
ſervice, but the remembrance of his Grecian extraction; for thou 
knoweſt he was ſtolen from the coaſt of Eubœa by Phoenician pirates, 
who infeſted the Xgean ſea. His letters chiefly turn upon the news 
and ordinary occurrences of the court; but there is no one point 
which he inculcates more ſtrongly, than the advantages which Greece | 
may gain by exciting the Grecian provinces to revolt, and the fas 
cility of putting any ſuch project in execution. He repreſents, that 


the aroteQtion of thei Cas ys + be the e nir 3 | 


the latter againſt any attempt of the former : that moſt of the g - 
vernors would want very little encouragement to ſet up for them- 


| ſelves; ſome conſeious of their own mal-adminiſtration, others in- 
cited from motives of diſappointed ambition, or private injuries: 
that the people, haraſſed with taxes, and groaning under an op- 


preſſive government, would readily join in the revolt; eſpecially 
if fair offers of liberty and Grecian protection were laid before 


them. He names ARGESTES, the late governor of Lydia, 10 | 


Mazzus, the governor of Phrygia, as particularly inclined to re- 


volt : that the latter he was well acquainted with, and knew that five ; 


hundred talents, and a ſquadron of Athenian ſhips, would at any time 
bring him into the field. In one of his letters he uſes the following 


temarkable expreſſions: When once the fire of ſedition is kindled, 


« and blown up into a flame, it will ſpread from one province to 
another, from the frontiers to the centre of the empire. The 
„Medes themſelves may perhaps make a bold ſtruggle to recover 
the monarchy of Aſia; for I do not ſay it without good founda- 
tion, many of our ſatraps eannot forget that the blood of Pur 4- 
% ORTES: and AsTYAGES | uns in their veins.” The traitor, not 
contented with diſeloſing the counſels of Perkia, would involve the 
whole empire in blood and confuſion, and overturn” the throne of 
that prince, by whoſe goodneſs bn fortunes were rendered not only 
eaſy but ſplendid, and himſelf raiſed fromm a ſtate of ſervitude to a fta- 
tion near the royal perſon. Thie execrable treaſon of SAcas, illuſ- 
trious miniſter, ſhould be puniſhed with the moſt — ſe ve 

and tranſmitted down to our poſterity in the ſam 


Is, 


* 


_— * nen of Athens and Sparta; dut his intrigues being 
| "3 | |  biſcovered, 


ner with the practices of AnTHM1Us of Zelis againſt Athens.” That 
ſubtle emiſſary was ſent into Greece with large ſums of money to 
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\ «6 i of Zelis, os fon of ee 18 1 in 


mous and accurſed, a publick enemy of Athens and her allies, r 


having brought the gold of Media into mn 3 and 1 a 


« his poſterity be involved in this execration.” 
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CrnanpzR to  Hieeras, 


I ENGAGED. thay in \ dbinerſhticn with an Abe on nu Gab! 


ject of the extraordinary victories obtained by Greece over 


: XERXES and his generals. Surely, ſaid I, there muſt be ſome ſecret 


enchantment in the ſound of liberty, which could inſpire a handful of 


men with reſolution enough to oppoſe, and even defeat, the formidable 
millions of Aſia. A free people, anſwered he, will always borrow 
courage from deſpair. In that important juncture, the Grecians had 


nothing to expect but from their own valour, and every thing to fear 


from the power of their enemies. Inured from their infancy to the 


toils of war, and the cultivation of a barren ſoil, they were eaſily 
enabled, from a ſort of conſtitutional vigour, to overcome the effe- 


minate voluptuaries of the Eaſt. Well educated in an honeſt ſin- 


menaces of oppreſſion. An undaunted greatneſs of mind is in- 
compatible with ſervile reſtraint or timorous dependance, and the 


plicity of manners, they deſpiſed and bore up againſt the terrible 


name of country cannot warm the hearts of thoſe who enjoy none. 


What reaſon has a ſlave to be prongs of life ? Does the event of 
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a bade, deriſtwe to we intereſts of his lord, grow doubtful? 8 Va- 
concerned for the iſſue of the day, he either ſurrenders to the ene- 


my at ede or endeavours to fly from the ne As * 
has no reputation to loſe, he conſiders chat he has none to hope 
for. He is ſenſible, that he expoſes himſelf only tio the ſecurity 
of a tyrant ; nor can ihe. expect thoſe rewards which are the proper 

e. To ſuch an one, a change of governors ſeems 
abſolutely n nay, rather deſirable; ſince he may entertain 
thoughts of bettering his condition under a new maſter, from the 


attendants on vir 


impoſſibility. that it can ever be altered for the worſe under any. 
But who is he, that can rightly be prodigal of life? It is the 
inhabitant of a commonwealth, one jealous of his fame and his 
freedom, and juſtly. preferring death with honour to life with i ig- 
nominy. As he is an happy man, the 8 . a 3 
| ins hee pany: ys en the approac 


king of Perſia Methinks, ſ 


timent before you utter it; as will not the IT of the king F 


of Perſia toward the vaſſals who. diſtinguiſh themſelves in his ſervice, 
make amends for liberty, and prove as ſtrong an inducement to 

the laudable exerciſe of valour? Beſides this, the awe of his power 
is a ſpur to action, no where to be found in a free republick.—You 
are miſtaken, anſwered he; laws, as they are fteady and uniform, 
command a more facred reverence than arbitrary power. The 
Greeks know what penalties they incur in offending againſt the con- 
ſtitution of their country: the Aſiatics are in a precarious ſubjec- 
tion to the humour of a maſter; and thoſe obey with pleaſure, but 
theſe with reluctance. It was not intended by Providence, that the 


LETTER) 


es a benefactor to the ſtate, | nbd the: aca of nia 
is his 4555 3 2 e untnied with che baſe alloy of envy, 
flowinęe engere eee. gende A — 
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as well as other inſtances, is apt to recoil ſtubbornly on the man who! | J 


the very criſis when it is moſt wanted. The 


enthuſiaſm of freedom; 


proaches: I was vexed at his diſregard for the conſtitution of Perſia; 
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broken to it, before they can be able to bear it; for nature in this; 5 


warps it. True valour is only the companion of liberty; hence m 
it, that the Grecians in the field of battle are animated by an ea "== 
neſs to defend their deareſt poſſeſſions, which raiſes mn? couray e in = 

prefled on to fight by the iron rod of arbitrary naa which 2 


extinguiſhes every e of their courage, while they are engaging 
in a ſcene of action that requires their utmoſt. In a word, the fer 


of puniſhment can never maintain its ground againſt the generous 

nce it is not the power of a prince which 
can force, but it is every man's zeal for his own preſervation; iich 
muſt excite to the efforts of valour. Lives there a Greeian inſenſible 
that the intereſt of individuals is contained in that of che ul 10 . | 
No, and it is the ſenſe of this truth, which puts every individuaFon 
contributing to ſecure the whole. This principle, CLRANMDERN, is 
more extenſive in its influence, than the moſt powerful monarch of 
the earth; and the ſpirit of liberty will exert itſelf to defend the en- 
reply. The blood rofe into my countenance upon hearing his re- 


but afraid to betray my peculiar attachment to it. I excuſed my 
confuſion, however, by telling him, that J had forgot ſome buſineſs, 4 
which was the cauſe of it, and appointed to give him another meet.- 
ing. Forgive, deareſt Hiepr4s, the weakneſs of thy brother, if 


he was much troubled at the ſeverity of theſe reflections; yet wiy 5 


ſhould he blame their ſeverity, when, alas! he hade r more Tone: 0 
be troubled at the truth of ne Adieu. 1 © > 11/2167] SRP Or 
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of liberty. If I e eee eee 
the laſt time I converſed with you, that a man of merit could never 
| be ſure of his reward under 4 monarch ; that he was in a precarious 


ſubjection, as you expreſſed it, to the humour of a maſter : but can 


any thing be more capricious than the favour of a popular ſtate? 
In Athens, let an honeſt citizen have done any extraordinary ſervice 
to-day, he knows not but he may be baniſhed for it to-morrow. 


And foraſmuch as the mind of a multitude is more flux and variable 


than the temper of a prudent prince, a dependance on the eſteem 


of the former muſt be much more uncertain, than a confidence i in 


the goodnefs of the latter : befides, the jealouſies and particular i in- 


tereſts of private perſons will frequently make a great impreſſion on 
the inclinations of a whole community, Is the military glory of 
TrrMISTOCLES to be diſgraced, the political wiſdom of PeRICLES 
deſpifed, or "the upright integrity of Anis ripzs reviled? The 
whimſical many, who weigh none of their reſolutions in the ſcale of 


reafon, fall naturalfy i in with the propoſition. | Theſe admired mini- 


ſters are degraded, and exiled from their country. For what? To 


make room for the very dregs and refuſe of the people; to admit 


mere demagogues inſtead of able politicians, and to exchange the 
true prudence and found eloquence of the one, for the. ſhallow 


fchemes and falſe oratory of the other, —The law of oſtraciſm, an- 


Ffrered he, which you would iofinuate 1 to be fo baneful to the Athe- 


*g 


nian | 


- 
. F 
* F 
* 
© 
* 
4 - $7 
— 
A o 
% 


N 


* 
— ; 


"as 


LETTER 
LI. 


——— conhidered-as a ſtrong bulwark to defend and protect the purity of a 
_ * republican, government. It is not lightly nor wantonly put in ene 


their countrymen, from which perhaps they were at ſirſt unayoid- 
ably advanced by the pre- eminence of cheir men or the ne- | 


level with the reſt: they hold always in view the fate of Epheſus 
other Grecian colonies: they bear in memory the aſpiring temper 


is hardly to be diſtinguiſhed from a dangerous ambition. J 
nians have always been deſirous of curbing thoſe who ws puſhed 
themſelves too forward ; of reducing them into the ſame rank with f 


but that THEMISTOCLES, ARISTIDES, Cinox, a 


R PI" 
. N ” 
; 1 * * W307 
RAA Re R e 
7 * * ty * * 5 ts * x * N 0 
* 3 F 1 nar if MI. 4 * 5 n * at Py 5 * 2. * LY Y 
. ee ov * a 2 x N 
>. » 4 * 7 i Fo Mad 1:4 
s #2, 4 * a > * o% : 2 E 
e b N 1 2 9 * . 7 * £3; 0 
* Y Te ; . 1 t oF te. 
Ag 7 5 "WS : % ITY N 
>, 6 8 s > 60 » \\ , Ei Yau 
8 oy 3 * N A I 0 * e 5 * e 
. ey * : q 8 3 . R . N 
, : 1 LI ts ** 2 e Þ- N ** 
4 n ' 4 & 3, \ 
l 4 vi 4 Lt F 25 
b * N N 
9 5 of 15 : roots. : z * = 5 2 * 
bt 3 * c Ws: * 
* < n L 
- : 8 1 0 L 
* . $©4% * 
- + N 
* : P 
S We. - 
0 - 1 : 
: N 5 ; 
: T W405 8 
* r A 
n 5 
Y * 
4 1 
. 15 922 2 * 4 
x " I- N 
. * 0 
: 
; : f 8 
* 
. 
6 
y * 
; * 
1 
> & 
3 
. 


Arn ENLAN: LK: TERS. 


nian . is a very « excellent 0 wiſe ;ofiemion, and 1 may be be. 


cution, ſince there muſt be at leaſt ſix thouſand citizens concurring Z 


to the puniſhment. Equality i is the very life of a commonwealth; 


and you muſt allow, that by the maxims of a jealous ſtate "4 
alarm may reaſonably be taken at ſuperior merit. A ſoul fo elevated 
is thought incapable of moderation, and a deſire of glory ſo paſſionate 


Ihe Athe- x 


and his ſons, who were farmerly.n no more e than 5 citizens on A 


of PAUSANIAS in Lacedzmon ; and how were it poſſible t to divine, 


would embroil their city in diſſenſion, and treat it in the 


fact the depreſſion of exalted power. It may be ſtiled a gentle mi- 


prevents them from proceeding to meaſures of more violence 


manner? This kind of baniſhment hath nothing ſhameful « or r dif 
honourable; it is not termed the puniſhment of iniquity, but is in 


tigation of envy ; for by fixing this diſgrace upon a ſupreme officer 
in the commonwealth, the fting of malice can injure him no farther, 
and the arrows of hatred, which were pointed at him, loſe their 
force. It is a ſure method of quieting the minds of the people, and E: 


the exile. He is ſuffered to enjoy his eſtate without forfeiture. 
poſſeſſes the rights and privileges of a citizen, with hopes, | 
Interim, of being re-eſtabliſhed in authority. Thus, thou mayeh 
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they were envious! 


you have urged m 


to honour the unworthy ends of 


| links which attach him to 
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R F (T1 ER dd could you poſſibly entertain of Taxi rocks, 9 . 


— done ſo much to ſave the common liberties of - Greece; who'is even 


* 


. 
* 


thought to have poiſoned himſelf in the court of ARTAXERXRS, 
becauſe he would not engage in any enterprize to the prejudice g 
his country? What umbrage could the generoſity of CIMON 2 
to the Athenians, who-ſeems to have heen ſoMNrongly touched with 
the principles of benevolence, that he would have ſcorned to raiſe 
his own power on the ruins of a free republick? And what could - 
you fear from the ſanctity of Ax18TIDES, who adminiſtered the 
money of all Greece with that diſintereſtedneſs which beComes a 
man intruſted with' the treaſures of another; with that, diligence | 
which one uſually exerciſes in the management of one 8 own 
affairs; who gained love and eſteem in that office, which is gene- 
rally expoſed to odium ? Happy Athens! that Touldft find a good man 
zealous i in thy ſervice, after the baniſhment of ARISTIDES, with whom * 
goodneſs itſelf was exiled !. Surely when ſo many, and I may ſay 
only virtuous, miniſters have ſuffered by the law of oſtraciſm, it is 
high time to aboliſh this wretched tool of faction and ſedition. A 
tree may be judged of from the fruit that it produces, a ang a law , 
may be known by the effects derived from it. Without doubt, i in. 

terpoſed he, there is truth in whateyou. ſay, but it is truth, carried. 
too far. No law can be made to ſuit every particular caſe. The 
legiſlator muſt conſult for that, which upon the whole is right. The 
wiſeſt inſtitutions are often attended with inconveniences; and can - 
you wonder, that the beſt law ſhould. ſometimes be followed by. the 
worſt miſchiefs ?—No, returned I with ſome warmth, no miſchieſs 
are to be wondered at in that ſtate, where a man's merit, inſtead of 
gaining him the love of his citizens, recommends him to nothing 
but diſgrace. Good heavens ! ! can there be a ſurer ſign of univerſal 
frenzy in a commonwealth, than the pugiſhing of great yirtues with 

a — poly. due to the baſeſt of vices; and rewarding high ſervices 
* * 8 and 
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and the noblen. atchievements with ſuch blank anthankfolnels? Are L E 5 ER 


ye not aſhamed to puniſh this crime by law, wherever it ig found — 
in private perſons, and yet permit the imputation to remain upon the  - 
publick ? Could your ſtate be tried by any other city; and and called to 
an account for its uſage of theſe excellent patriots, your ſubtilties „ 
would ſtand, you in no ſtead; nor could. your orators invent an an- e 
ſwer. At preſent indeed you are ſecure from the cenſure or reſent= , 
ment of the illuſtrious ſhades, who were injured. by your anceſtors. 
No murmurs of complaint are heard amongſt them; but notwith- © 
ſtanding their tongues are ſilenced by the neceſſity of the grave, all 


ages and nations will * to curſe the bareknond, ata of \ . 
Athens. Adieu. oF I 1 | 
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. Curanven « to | Goanras. "From Athens. - " 


T* a former letter *, ; noble ſcribe, I} 


aid Ws * « account 
of the three chief branches of the Athenian conſtitution, the x 
ſenate of five hundred, the aſſembly of the people, and the Areo- 


pagus. The ſubject is ſo far from being exhauſted, that I ſhall pro- 


ceed to give thee a further view into the nature o their civil go- 
vernment, and the different juriſdictions of the magiſtrates, Thou 


muſt- have already obſerved, that the form of all theſe republican 


.conſtitutions is complex, and the legiſlative as well as executive 


power divided into a great number of hands, in order to preſerve 


that equality of conditions, and rotation bf authority, which they 
look upon as the baſis and chief ſecurity of their liberties. | 


The nine Archons, with all ar other magiſtrates of the 1 „ 
enter upon their reſpective charges the firſt day of the month He- 


catombæon, which begins the year, and i is celebrated with ſolemn 


ſacrifices, and all other expreſſiogs of re) oicing, 
Letter xiii. 
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he Ar Mons are elected dy lot; "but before they are admitted ts L. ET T E RK b 
| LVII. | 
the exerciſe of their offices, are obliged to undergo a double Exti- Lonnyn— 
mination in the ſenate and forum, and to take a very ſtrict oath in 


the royal portics. The firſt inthe commiſſion, who by way of pre- 
eminence is called the Archon, gives name to the year, determines 
in all cauſes of wills and legacies, and regulates the diverſions of 


EO the theatre. To the ſecond, (who, probably in memory or 'their | 
| kings 18 ſtyled Bafileus,) the care of religion, che conduct of the 


prieſts, and the inſpection of the Eleuſinian myſteries are committed. 


The Polemarchus, or general, who is the third, has under his ma- 
nagement the diſcipline of the troops, and the care of the ſtrangers 
reſiding at Athens, over whom he exerciſes a kind of judicial autho- 


rity. Six go under the common title of Theſmothetæ, and are 


the guardians of the laws. It is their duty to ſee, that none are 
enacted but ſuch as conduce to the publick good. All controverſies 


in matters of trade fall under their cognizance, and they have the 
honourable diſtinction of regiſtering publick leagues and contracts. If 


either of the three principal magiſtrates, by reaſon of his youth, is 


leſs {killed in the laws and cuſtoms of his country, it is uſual for 


him to chuſe two perſons of age, experience, and reputation, as his 
aſſiſtants, who are called Paredroi. The Nomothetæ are a thouſand 


in number. Their office is from time to time to inſpect the old 


laws; and if they find any that are grown obſolete, contradictory, 
or uſeleſs, to lay the matter before the people for their determination. 


The Strategoi, or generals of their armies, are ten in number, one 


out of every tribe. They have each a day of command in their 


turns. I will not enter into a tireſome detail of the other magiſtra- 


| cles amongſt the Athenians : it is ſufficient to ſay, that they are 


very numerous, and ſhare amongſt them the different branches of 


power, from the care of the publick revenues to that of regulating 
A ape. I VP e 4 E5 5 re 
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officer, who is either choſen by, lot in the temple af Tuxszus, 0 or 
voted for by the extenſion of hands in the aſſemblies of the People, 
is obliged to undergo a ſevere examination of his behavioug, before 


he is entitled either to any honorary mark of diſtinction, or reward 


for his ſervices. And what i is much ſtronger, the law enjoins, that 
till he has performed this duty, he ſhall not be permitted to conſe. | 


crate his patrimony to religious uſes, make any offering to the gods, 
or be adopted into another family, or even diſpoſe of his effects by 


will. In a word, the accountable magiſtrate can no longer be ſaid 


to enjoy the property of his poſſeſſions, but is actually ſuſpended 
from a power of diſpoſing of them, till it appears that he has 
quitted himſelf like a good citizen in the Tervices, committed. to + | 
his Gf. od a RS 


* 


There i is nothing 4 more attention in the Athen eonftity- 


tion, than the nature of their courts of juſtice, and the manner of 


their judiciary proceſs. Beſides what I formerly mentioned of the 


Aregpagus, I ſhall here. add ſome further particulars relating to it, 
and ſhall conclude with a brief account of their. other tribunals. The 


judges of the Areopagus have three ſtated meetings every month; 


when they are met, they divide themſelves into different committees, 
to each of which a certain number of cauſes are aſſigned by lot. 
They uſe this method of proceeding, that every one of the judges, 
being ignorant what partic lar cauſe will be referred to his deter- 


mination, may lie under no biaſs from intereſt or corruption. Before 
. $62 - 


* fl 
27% 0 1 : 


At the aid of the year, . ee es go. out 4 offce,. ur 
bbliged to give in a ſtrict account of their conduct to the pec 
The Areopagus, the Senate, the Trierarchs, i in ſhort, every 


* 
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- the trial begins, a 'plait tiff: and defendant by folemp oaths call e 

gods to witneſs the ſincerity of their proceedings. The former j s 
Ma upon a filver ſtool, called the ſtool of Injury; the latter upon 
another, called the ſtool of Innocence. | Then the pleadings begin, 


HPhich the parties ſometimes compoſe themfelyes, but generally em- 

+ ploy ſome orator to place their arguments in the moſt advantageous 
light. They are limited as to the time of ſpeaking, and are tied down 
aſon from it, without 75 


to ſtate only the plain matter of fact, and r. 
uſing either rhetorical embelliſhments to amuſe, or movingse 


1 B T T i R 
ILV. 


preſ- 


ſions to raiſe the compaſſion of the judges. After che cauſe has been 5 


fully heard, the judges give their opinions: thoſe, who acquit the 
votes into a brazen urn; thoſe, who condemn 
him, caſt theirs into one of wood. When the ſuffrages are equal, 
| the ſide which is favourable to the priſoner i is always taken. If the 


caſe is not capital, he names himſelf the puniſhment which he thinks | 


defendant, caſt their 


he has deſerved, and the judges determine it from his opinion. The | 


ſentences of dus court have always been held i in the higheſt venera- 
tion, for their exact conformity to the laws; and its members are in 


ſuch repute for wifdom and integrity, that foreign Rates have ſub- 


mitted their differences to their arbitration ; particularly the Meſ- 


ſenians made that offer to the Spartans, when thoſe two ſtates were 


at variance. The Athenians «hemſelves ſay, that let any one of an 
regular diflolute courſe of life be admitted into this court, he imme- 


diately lays afide his former vicious inclinations, and is adopted as it 


were into the virtues, as well as the number, of that venerable tri- 
bunal. Beſides the Areopagus, the Athenians have four other courts, 
which take cognizance of capital offences, ealled the Palladian, the 


Delphinian, the Prytanean, and the Phreatian. The firſt of theſe {- 


was rendered by DxAco ſuperior to the Areopagus, but Solox af. 


terwards leſſeneck its power. The number of judges is. fifty-one. 


The Delphinian tribunal ti 1 in the temple of the 2 Apollo, . 


and 


) 
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alleges that. the laws gave the aecuſed a Dauer of c 1 20 x 
ytaneum is of a very add =. 1 
tution; and thou wilt imagine L am not in earneſt, when I tell thee 5 
of what nature the cauſes are which come before them. If a piece 
of wood or Kone, a ſword, in ſhort any thing inanimate, kills a 
man either: by accident or the direQtion of an unknown. hand, it is 


tried before this court, and upon, canvigion ordered. to be. caſt. + af 


of the gerritories « of Athens. The Phreatian court is ſo called from 
an ancient hero, and determines the cauſes of ſtrangers who fly. out 


limits of the Athenian ſtate. 
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| Theſe are the.courts of jodkiture fo ina wi. Thoſe for 


: civil are in number five: but I ſhall not trouble thee with an account 
of any but the Heliza ; fo called from its being an open place, and 
expoſed to the ſun. The judges of this court are appointed by lot 


out of the body of the people, and their number varies according ta 
the exigency of affairs, being ſometimes reduced to fifty, and at 


others increaſed to an hundred. The oath they take i is very ſolemn ; 
they ſwear by JURITER, NeerunzFand CERES, to give ſentence 
according to the laws and the decrees of the people and ſenate of 


Athens, to maintain the preſent conſtitution, to take no bribes, to hear 


both ſides impartially, and'to ſuffer no man to be elected into any 
office who has not given in his accounts. The manner of their 


Judicial proceeding is as follows: after the cauſe has been regiſtered, 
in the court by the proper officer, and a day appointed for an heats 

ing, the indictment of the plaintiff is read by a publick crier; then 
the defendant may endeavour to wave entering upon the. merits of 


the caſe, by putting in one of theſe three pleas ; firſt, that the time 


Lea the accuſation ought to have been preferred was elapſed; 
"Se ſecondly, 


* 


. 8 : 
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reokly, that the 14 0 of himſelf or principal wi rendered hs” 6 R 


it impoſſible for him to make a proper defence; or laſtly, that gh öͤ⁊-(kÄ 

could retort the indictment preferred againſt him upon his adverſary, 

If theſe pleas are either not offered or not allowed, the cauſe. pro- 

ceeds in the uſual courſe. | That the time of the court may not be 

unneceſſarily taken up, an hour-glaſs of water limits the orations 

of each. When the pleadings are over, the Judges give ſentence, 

by caſting beans into two urns, which are opened, and a magiſtrate 

ſtands with a rod in his hand to number the beans, and decides as | . 
they come out. The cauſe is no fooner determined, than a tablet SY 
containing the nature of it, and the names of the parties, which, | 
during the time of its being in ſuſpenſe, hangs up in a publick place, 

called the heroes ſtatues, is ordered to be taken down. The judges 

depoſit their ſceptres, the badges of their office, at the temple of 
Lrevs, and receive the reward of two or three oboli for their ſervice. 


From this da view of the A colftimation f in its 0 
diſtinguiſhed branches, I believe thou wilt concur with me in opinion, 
that were its parts leſs complex, and the whole modelled into a nar- 
rower compaſs, it would be not only more perfect, but more likely 
to be durable. The number of the courts of judicature in particular 
is a great burden to the ſtate, as they tend to break the courſe of 
juſtice, and render the progreſs of it expenſive and troubleſome. 
Many of the poorer ſort procure themſelves to be elected into theſe 
tribunals for the ſake of the oboli, that are paid them when they have 
diſcharged their office. Such arbitrators inflame every trifling dif- 
ference, inſtead of reconciling it, and add fuel to the litigious and 


quarrelſome temper of their countrymen. It were to be wiſhed, that 
the wiſdom of their judges was equal to that of their laws ; but'an 
account of them I reſerve for the ſubje& of another letter. Farewel. 
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LETTER 
LVIII. 
— wenn 


ATHENIAN LETTERS, 
1E T TIA vs. 
| GonBRyAs to CLEANDER. | From Sula. 
T ur laſt diſpatch, as it concerns us very nearly, adds likewiſe in 
the higheſt degree to the merit of thy ſervices; and the ſpeedy 
return we make to it from hence will convince thee, that the affair 


and its conſequences are eſteemed of ſingular importance. Thy 
letter, by the king's direction, was laid before the ſupreme council 


of ſeven, which thou knoweſt is compoſed of ArTEzvs, preſident 


of the tribunal of juſtice; ArIiMAsPEs the Archimagus ; Moa 


BYZUS; TERIBAZUS, treaſurer of Perſia; A8PATHINES, maſter of 


the poſts; INTAPHERNES, and myſelf. The remarkable manner in 
' which thou cameſt to the knowledge of this treaſonable correſpond- 


ence, and the particulars which thou haſt extracted from the letters 


themſelves, left us no room to doubt of thy intelligence ; and there- 


fore we laid it as our unanimous opinion before the king, that the 


traitor ſhould be immediately apprehended. At the hour of ſhutting | 


the Fan a party of eunuchs belonging to the guard of the 


women's apartments arreſted SA c As, and ſecured his papers. Upon 


examining them it appeared, that ſince the death of PericLEs he 
had deſtroyed' the papers that paſſed between. them ; there remained 
only a few letters from MAzzus, but in them was ſufficient evi- 


| dence to. convict, him. For in. one he expreſsly. calls SACAS the 


Friend of Athens ;. and in another, deſires him to tranſmit ta PE- 
RICLES the terms on which he would riſe-in arms againſt his ſove · 


reign. He was examined the next day before the tribunal of juſtice, 


| but behaved. with a ſullen reſerve, till the ſeverity of torture drey . 


from him a confeſſion of his perfidious practices. He would never 


; » 4 . v * 7 
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be induced to ſay, that any other Arbe was concerned with him, LETTER 5 
except one ſlave, whom he had ſent twice with letters to Athens. 
and poiſoned at his return to prevent a diſcovery. His uſual man- 
ner of conveying his diſpatches was, to ſend them encloſed to a 

merchant of Athens, one P1110, under a pretence that they were. 
commiſſions from the ladies of the palace to purchaſe Grecian curi-. 

oſities. After ſo full a confeſſion, and the written teſtimony: of 

Mazzvs's letters, he was ſentenced to ſuffer capital puniſhment, 
alter the laws of Perſia, and condemned to the Boat *, But in the 

night that preceded the day appointed for his execution, the queen- 

mother, from whoſe ſlave he was firſt advanced to a low office in 

the palace gardens, made very preſling inſtances that his life ſhould 

be ſpared, and himſelf condemned only to a perpetual impriſonment 

at Cyrta upon the Red Sea. Several ladies of the palace, particu- | 

larly ARSINOE, the fair Damaſcan, united their intereſts to hers; 

and our monarch, divided between the reſpe& which he always 
pays to the leaſt requeſt of his mother, and the prevalence which N 
love has over the moſt generous natures, on one hand, and | 

the ſafety of his empire, and the inviolable obſervance of juſtice, 

on the other, has ordered the execution to be reſpited. However, 

the miniſters continue to preſs earneſtly, that the laws may take their 

courſe ; and it is urged, that the puniſhment of Sacas __ be a 


* The puniſhment of the boat was — to the Perfans, and of a very. —.— | 
nature. They took two boats framed exactly to fit and anſwer each other. The ma- 
lefator who ſuffered was laid down upon his back in one of them, and covered with 
dhe other, in which were holes cut big enough his head and eyes to appear at. 
Then they offered him food, which they com him to eat by pricking his eyes. 
The drink they gave him was a mixture of honey ind water, pouring it not only down 
his throat, but over his face, which being kept turned towards the ſun, and beſmeared 
with this potion, was always covered with vaſt numbers of flies and other inſects. 
In this teazing anil painful condition the criminal generally languiſhed ſeveral days 


before he expired, and afforded a moſt noiſeme | AER to the EI Note by 
the —— _ | 
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LVL... real: clemency to others, who otherwiſe may be acdc to rene the 
— — like practices, from obſerving, in the preſent caſe, that they are 
paſſed over with impunity. One traitor is however ſecured; fbr x 
courier is juſt arrived with the head of Mazevs, the late governor: 
of Phrygia ; and orders are diſpatched to put to' death ARGESTEs, 
which he already deſerved for his mal-adminiſtration of Lydia. 1 
will not conceal from thee, that theſe executions have occaſioned no 
ſmall faction and intrigue in the court. The friends of SAcas, and 
the relations of MAzEvus and ARGESTES, ſome of whom are of 
the moſt confiderable families in the empire, put every method in 
practice, to inveſtigate from what quarter theſe treaſons were diſ- 
covered. But thou mayeſt reſt aſſured, CLRNANDERR, that thy letten 
are ſhewn to none but thoſe of the ſecret council ; and no care ſhalt 
be omitted, that may contribute towards thy ſafety, which, as long 
as I have any influence, ſhall be equally ſecure with my own. * 


PYRACMON the Spartan tells me, that an agent from Lacedæmon 
will ſhortly arrive here, with fuller powers and leſs limited inſtructions. 
If we ever proeced ſo far with him as to draw up a plan for a league 
between the Great King and the Lacedæmonians, we ſhalt inſiſt 
that no peace be made with Athens, till they agree to aboliſh that 
article in CIMON's peace, which reſtrains our navigation. 'Other- | 
wiſe the aſſiſtance we ſhall afford them will be real and effecta 


to their advantage ; and the obligations they lay are under 
with regard to us merely nominal. 


I have orders from the king to gona thee, that wilenever the 
ſcene of buſineſs at Athens requires a lefs particular attendance, thou 
mayeſt take an opportunity of ſurveying the moſt remarkable parts of 
Greece, and ſend us accounts, as well of the general face of the 

country, as of the cuſtoms and policies of its different Sos. 
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The time 4550 manner of performing this 3 
judgment; but in e to defray any expences —_—_— xccafion, and 
to reward thee for thy late ſignal ſervice, Tzxx1B4azvs, the treaſurer, 


is directed to tranſmit'to thee 2000 Darics _ the hands of wo bro 
(nn the —a—— FA 


My * 


IL. E 1 ” E R LIX. 


* CLEANDER to SMERDIS. 


I” a former letter * 7 told thee of an extraordinary e 
who hath appeared within theſe few years in the town of Athens. 


And as thy attention muſt of courſe be raiſed to hear that ſo muck 


learning exiſts among the Greeks, it is my deſign in the preſent, to. 
give thee an account of ſome, who have been eſteemed in this part 


of the world for the ſuperiority of their wiſdom, and the remarkable 
ſanctity of their manners. To ſay nothing of the Ionic and Italic 
ſchools, which in their turns have produced perſons of great emi- 


nence and abilities, I ſhall entirely confine myſelf to ſpeak of the 


ſeven ſage contemporaries of Greece. 


Tui of Miletus, who is gelen y counted in the number, was 


founder of the Tonic ſect: the reſt are Bias and CLEOBULUS of 
Caria, CHrL.oW and Mysow of Laconia, SOLON of Athens, and 


Prrracus of Mitylene. They were ſo highly reſpected by their 
countrymen, as to be diſtinguiſhed by the honourable title which I 
have juſt now mentioned. Nor indeed is it to be wondered at, if 
ſuch ſingular: regard was paid to them, fince however deficient their 


* Laut li- | 


. doarines 


journey are left to chy LETTER 
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G — like practices, from obſerving, in the preſent caſe, that they are 
paſſed over with impunity. One traitor is however ſecured" for x 
courier is juſt arrived with the head of Mazevs, the late governor” 
of Phrygia ; and orders are diſpatched to put to death ARGESTES, 
which he already deſerved for his mal-adminiſtration of Lydia 
will not conceal from thee, that thefe executions have occaſioned no 
ſmall faction and intrigue in the court. The friends of Sas, and 
the relations of MAZ EUs and ARGESTES, ſome of whom are of 
the moſt confiderable families in the empire, put every method in 
practice, to inveſtigate from what quarter theſe treaſons were . 
covered. But thou mayeſt reſt aſſured, CL EANDRR, that thy letters 
are ſhewn to none but thoſe of the ſecret council; and no care ſhalt 
be omitted, that may contribute towards thy ſafety, which, as 9 
as 31 have any PA ſhall be Ou ſecure with wy OWN. 


PYRACMON the POR tells me, that an agent Gn Late 
will ſhortly arrive here, with fuller powers and leſs limited inſtructiens. 
If we ever proceed fo far with him as to draw up a plan for a league 
between the Great King and the Lacedæmonians, we wa inſiſt 
that no peace be made with Athens, till they agree to abohil y th 
article in C1MON's peace, which reſtrains our navigation. Other. 
wiſe the aſſiſtance we ſhall afford them will be real and effect 
to their advantage; and the obligations they lay themſelves under 
with regard to us merely mina! 


T have orders from the king to acquaint thee, that lender the 
ſcene of buſineſs at Athens requires a leſs particular attendance, thou 
mayeſt take an opp ortunity of ſurveying the moſt remarkable parts of 
Greece, and ſend us accounts, as well of the general face of the 


country, as of the cuſtoms and policies of Its differens ſtates. 
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The time and manner of performing this_ journey are lafe-5- iy 
judgment 3 but in order to defray any expences it may occaſion, and: 
to reward thee for thy late ſignal ſervice, Tzx1BAzvs, che treaſurer, 


is directed to tranſmit to thee 2000 Darics _ the hands of 80 bro- 
f ne the —_—— e 


LETTER. LK, 


A 


- CLpawDER to Suknpls. 


100 


ts a Ke letter * 1 told — of an extraordinary philoſopher, 


who hath appeared within theſe few years in the town of Athens. 


And as thy attention muſt of courſe be raiſed to hear that ſo much 


learning exiſts among the Greeks, it is my deſign in the preſent, to 


give thee an account of ſome, who have been eſteemed in this part 


of the world for the ſuperiority of their wiſdom, and the remarkable 


ſanctity of their manners. To ſay nothing of the Ionic and, Italic 
ſchools, which in their turns have produced perſons of great emi- 


nence and abilities, I ſhall entirely confine myſelf to ſpeak of the 
ſeven ſage conternporaries of 9 


Tnal Es of Miletus, who is genen counted in the number, was 


founder of the Ionic ſe& : the reſt are Bias and CLEOBUTIUS of 


Caria, CHILON and MysoN of Laconia, SOLON of Athens, and 
PirTacus of Mitylene. They were ſo highly reſpected by their 
countrymen, as to. be diſtinguiſhed by the honourable title which I 
have juſt now mentioned. Nor indeed is it to be wondered at, if 


ſuch ſingular regard was paid to them, ſince however deficient their 


| nes. 
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LETTER 
LIX. 


| — tural reverence is due to thoſe who firſt opened the avenues to phi. 
| loſophy, and were the earlieſt improvers of human reaſon. The 


ATHENIAN | LETTERS: 


Colirines? may ſeem in more enlightened times, yet eth 48 


particular accident which is ſaid to have been the occaſion that this 


title was beſtowed on them, is thus related by the Grecian annaliſts, 


Some Mileſian fiſhers having taken a ſilver tripod in one of their . 
nets, were not able to agree among themſelves to whom the property 


of it ſhould belong, and therefore referred the matter in diſpute to > 


che oracle at Delphi. The oracle pronounced it ſhould be given to 


the wiſeſt man. Accordingly it was ſent to THALES, who mo- 


| deſtly declined accepting it; and ſo it paſſed from one to another of | 


theſe philoſophers, till it was at laſt dedicated by SOLON to the god 
Arol Lo. When it was brought to MysoN, the perſons charged 
with it were received by him in the habit of a menial ſlave working 
on his own grounds. Happy times of primitive 1 when a 
wiſe man was known by no other token than his virtue! 


I proceed to TALES. He was "53g 7 he 4 the 
thirty-fifth olympiad, and was the moſt celebrated geometrician, na- 
turaliſt, and aſtronomer of the age he lived in. But I ſhall not pre- 
ſcht him to thee, SMERD1s, in any one of theſe regards; and chuſe 


re ther to conſider him in the capacity of a moral teacher. For as _ 


thou, in the character of a religious inſtructor, art more verſed in 


precepts for the conduct of life, than the idle reſearches of ſcience; 


ſo thou art better pleaſed with the profeſſors of the former than the 
latter. "THALEs, having received ſeveral queſtions from Au A816 
the king of Egypt, ſent him the following anſwer to each of them: 
« Wouldſt thou be informed, what is oldeſt ? It is God, be- 


66 cauſe he is a being from eternity. Wouldſt thou know, what 


js greateſt? It is ſpace, becauſe the world contains all things, but 


that contains s the world. Wouldſt thou be ſatisfied, what is faireſt? 


£ XS 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. „„ 


« It is 
4 Wouldſt thou be told, what is wiſeſt? It is time, becauſe it 
« diſcovers the moſt ſecret. tranſactions. Wouldſt thou be ac- 
4 quainted, what is common to all men? It is hope, for when 
« every poſſeſſion is gone, that abides with us. Doſt thou aſk, 
« what is beſt? It is virtue, for it ſweetens the enjoyments of life. 
« Doft thou aſk, what is worſt? It is vice, for it corrupts every 
« good. Doſt thou inquire, what is ſtrongeſt? It is neceſſity, be- 
© cauſe that alone is invincible. Doſt thou inquire, what is moſt. 
4 apreeable? It is to obey the diQates of nature, and purſue the 
ends the has marked out.” As he had ſpent the beſt part of his 
paternal fortune. in literary purſuits, his friends reprimanded. him. 
ene day ſeverely for his neglect of it; but he told: them, that a wiſe 
man was always rich, while a rich man had ſeldom the happineſs ta 
be wiſe. And upon their aſking him, what advantage he had 
reaped from his acquirements in knowledge ?: he-anſwered, he would 
ſoon give them a remarkable inſtance of it. In. ſhort, having fore- 
ſeen by ſome phyſical obſervations, that it would be a fruitful year, 
he bargained with the inhabitants of Miletus for the produce of 
their olive- trees in the enſuing ſeaſon. From theſe he extracted a fi 
large quantity ef oil, the profits of which proved a conſiderable re- 
venue to him. When his. acquaintance came to cangratulate him 
en this ſucceſs, he generouſly» diſtributed his gains. to the ne- 
ceſſitous; adding, that it was the duty of a philoſopher to eſteem 
money at a low rate. They tell of him, that in a conference which 
he held with a philoſopher of Priene, relating to his extraordinary 
method of calculating the proportion that the fun's body bears to the | 
orbit he deſcribes in his annual courſe, the Prienæan admiring the 
acuteneſs of 'THALES, and the beauty of tlie invention; intreated 
him to command any reward which. it lay in his power to beſtow 
on him; ; but FHALES made him this anſwer : : ©] require no-other 
| 8 reward; 
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LETTER bb from you, chan that you ſhould not arrogate to yourſelf | 


BTK 
tue credit of the invention; but if ever you impact it to others, 


they are even acquainted with our thoughts.” He uſed to thank 
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inform them of the true author. The wiſeſt men are by no means 
+ contemners of glory; much leſs ſhould I, who am very far from 
* the poſſeſſions of wiſdom, be pleaſed with any man, who would 
unjuſtly uſurp to himſelf the honour of . thoſe diſcoveries, 'which 
* might otherwiſe redound to my own reputation.” A queſtion 
was one day put to him, whether it were poſſible for a man to con- 
ceal his actions from the gods? © Impollible,” faid he, * becauſe 


Providence for three things; that he was born a reaſonable being, 


and not a brute; a man, and not a Woman; a Greek, and not a 


Barbarian. His love of liberty and independence was ſuch, that 
during his reſidence in the palace of Au As Is, he made himſelf ob- 
noxious to the miniſters, by the freedom and boldneſs of his con- 
verſation. In particular, he expreſſed his abhorrence of tyranny ſo 


ſtrongly, that it gave offence to the king, who could never be eaſy 


till he had ſent him away with: ſome notable marks of his diſpleaſure. 
The reflection which chiefly enraged them was this: That of all 
wild beaſts a tyrant is the worſt, and of all tame beaſts a flatterer.” 
Thus was THALES an excellent philoſopher, but a bad courtier! 
This however happened fortunately: for Greece, ſince by that means 
he was forced back into his native-country, which he enriched with 
thoſe invaluable ans of learning that he 1 n "_ 


Bias was deſcended of -a 3 cumily i in ee He bad a na- 


tural talent for eloquence, which he ſo improved by practice, that 
his name as an orator grew famous over all Greece. To tell a 


pleader, that he had performed at the bar of a court of juſtice like 
Bi1As of Priene, was for many, years thought the higheſt,compliment | 


that could have decently been pud 4 to any one. The 6 wall remark- 
| 1 dle 
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able aße that is told of Bmg I find to * this: When Akpys, 


of his ſoldiers, the inhabitants were diligently employed in removing 


their effects. In the midſt of this general conſternation, Bras alone 
appeared not concerned for. the event; and being admoniſhed by 


ſome of his acquaintance to follow their example, he immediately 


anſwered them, You are miſtaken, if you think I 28 unmindful 


« of my affairs; for all that is mine 1 carry with me. There is 


one precept of his, which bears hard upon his charactear, VIS, 
« That we ſhould ever behave towards an enemy, as if he might 


T become our friend ; and towards a friend, as if he might become 
our enemy.“ The firſt part of it, which regards our conduct to 


an enemy, is a wiſe and rational rellen; but the laſt part, that 
regards our conduct to a friend, ſeems deſtructive of ſocial happi- 


neſs, and the pleaſure reſulting from the unreſerved overflowings of 
affection. The different circumſtances and caſualties of my life, ve- 


nerable SMER DIS, (and ſurely various are the trials I have under- 


one,) never gave me occaſion; I confeſs to thee, to believe it a 
gone, 9 | e, 


neceſſary maxim. This coneluſion, however, thou wilt naturally 
draw from it; that the philoſopher who imparted this ſevere advice 

to the world, muſt have entruſted the ſecrets of his heart to a man, 
who proved afterwards perfidious; and the rather, becauſe one 
would imagine that nothing could have extorted it from him, but 


his own fatal experience of the corruption and fickleneſs of human 


nature. How much better is the generous principle of his country- 


man CLEOBULUS, that“ Enemies are to be reclaimed by a gentle 


* forbearance, and friends to be preſerved by a cordial benevo- 


* lence!” The life of this philoſopher was not diſtinguiſhed by 


any intereſting. events. It is known of him in general, that he lived 


happily in the office of principal magiſtrate in his city, and was 
VOL. I. „ e bleſſed 


— 


L ETTER 
who ſucceeded GyGzs on the throne of Lydia, took the city of | 
Priene by ſtorm, and was juſt preparing to give it up to the plunder 
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— celebrated compoſer of ænigmas, many of which ſhe ſent into Egypt 


ATHENIAN: LET" ERS, 
bleſſed - by providence with an extraordinary daughter. She wat 1 


to be ſolved by the ſagacity of the learned. Though her father was 


very attentive to the management of his paſſions, yet ſhe was of 


great. ſervice to him in moderating thoſe unguarded ftarts 5 anger, 
which were apt to break from him; a circumſtance the more agree- 
able to CLEOBULUS, as it was ee with all the nn n. 
NO * real tenderneſs and duty! | 50 


CHILON ce the Honity of an Ephorus i in Incas. Be. 
ing aſked by Es or the fabuliſt, what he thought moſt difficult, 


he replied, © to. keep a ſecret, and to bear an injury.” He wrote x 


letter to PERIANDER of Corinth, in which he told him, that 6« it. 


vas impoſſible for a tyrant to be ſafe ; and he might eſteem him- 


old age he declared among his intimates, that he was not conſcious 


* ſelf ſingularly fortunate, if he died peaceably in his bed.” In his 3 


he had ever done any thing inconſiſtent with his duty, except that 
in a conteſt between one whom he loved, and another whom he 
had no, regard for, he was unwilling to determine either againſt his 


friend or the law, and ſo perſuaded him to appeal to a different tri- | 


bunal, where he might hope to be acquitted. How few are there 


who, like Cn ILON, at the cloſe of a long life, can Se their judg- 


ment but once of bang warped by . 


| My$ON was an inhabitant of the town of Cline, Notwithſtand- : 
ing his father was governor of the place, he ſeems to have negleQed 


thoſe honours to which his birth and rank did naturally call him, 


and to have retired from the noiſe of publick buſineſs to his little 


farm, confining himſelf to the culture of his und and the „nn, 8 


ment of his own mind. 
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- come now to Sor ox. Were I to give thee a particular account LETTER 


of his inſtitutions, this letter would ſwell into a volume; nor will 1 
endeavour to deſcribe to thee the rapturous veneration which the 


Athenians pay to his memory, ſince an attempt of that ſort could 


only preſent thee with a faint idea of it. Beſides, thou mayeſt per- 
ceive it is no part of my deſign to conſider him as a wiſe law-giver 


or a ſuperior politician, but as he ſtands on an equality with the reſt 
of theſe ſpeculative philoſophers. Having met with innumerable 


_ croſſes, which uſually diſturb a good man in republican govern- 
ments, SOLON was rather forced by the neceſlity of the times, than 


tempted by his curioſity, to travel into Egypt. However, while he 


ſtaid there, he made himſelf well acquainted with the knowledge of 


the country. On his return to Athens, he found PIs Is TRA TUS 


inveſted with the ſupreme authority ; and though he was his neareſt 
relation, yet he vigorouſly oppoſed each of his arbitrary meaſures. 
He told his countrymen, that “ in aſſerting their common liberties, 
« he thought himſelf wiſer than ſome among them, and braver 
than others; wiſer than thoſe who ſuſpected not the intentions 
of PI$ISTRATVUS, and braver than thoſe who ſuſpected them, 
but imorouſly concealed their ſentiments.” He uſed to fay, 


„that laws are like cobwebs; they entangle the weak and men of 


low condition, but the rich and the powerful break through 
„them.“ The ſtory of his conference with CRoxs us on the ſub- 
jet of happineſs, is well known, from the large account of it 
that hath been lately publiſhed in the Clio of HzzoDoTUs. I ima- 
gine a copy of that excellent hiſtory muſt have penetrated into 


Bactria; and therefore I will not trouble thee with a tedious repe- 


tition of what is there recited, nor ſpoil its beauty by contracting it. 
SOLON, in order to prevent the abuſes, which might ariſe from the 
_ Extenſive power of the people, created 4 council of four hundred to 
be choſen out of the tribes, who were to examine every propoſition, 

oo before 
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& FIT * W it was offered to the general aſſembly for their determination. 


— On this head ANACHARSI1s, the Scythian ſage, made a lively * 1 
mark to him: „ Methinks, (ſaid he,) it is a ſtrange diſpoſition 


« of your affairs, that you ſhould ſuffer * men to — and 
EG, leave it to fools to decide.” ; 


ITE PiTTACUs was a man of remarkable ſteadineſs in his conduct. 

3 Ns e killed the tyrant who oppreſſed his country, and for that gallant 

N action the people of Mitylene ſubmitted themſelves of their own ac- 

cord to his authority, He governed them for ten years with furs ' 

prizing lenity; and when they begun to grow 'weary of him, he 

abdicated the regal office. He would frequently exclaim, How 

« difficult is it for a great man to be honeſt?” Without doubt, he 

had experienced, that the life of a prince was. one miſerable round 
of diſſimulation; and that it was ſometimes more neceſſary to ſatisfy 

the exigencies of ſtate-policy, than the dictates of conſcience. He ex- 

- horted his friends to ſecure a retreat within their own boſoms, and to 
: fly from the troubleſome crowd of flatterers, which ſurrounded them, 
to that engaging ſolitude. He ordered a wheel to be placed in the 


temple at Mitylene, as an emblem of the uncertain courſe of fortune 
| and viciſſitude of things. 


' 


— 


I have now laid before thee, venerable SMERD1s, ſuch material 
particulars, as I have been able to collect, relating to the lives and 
characters of the wiſe men. Nor can it have eſcaped thy penetra- - 
tion, that in the maxims, which I have cited from them in the courſe 
= n letter, they have touched upon thoſe leſſons of wiſdom, which 


are the moſt improving, and conveyed them to the underſtanding of 
others with the eleareſt brevity. At the ſame time it muſt be owned, 


that the ſentences I our of, though —__ are ances very pre- 
cious 
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cious remains of their opinions; are yet far from pode any re- LE 
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TRR 
LIX. 


gular and conſiſtent ſeheme of philoſophy. Hence is it, that tgü!⸗ʒ˖fñ 


doctrines of the Grecian ſages ſwarm with various contradictions, 


while ſome have rejected with diſdain, what others ſupported with 


obſtinacy. How little then can any or all of them be compared 
with the inſpired prophet of the Eaſt ! If theſe had the happineſs 
to be bleſſed with any faint dawnings of the light of reaſon ; Zoro- 
ASTER enjoyed it in its full force and luſtre. If theſe laid down 
any rational principles of conduct in human life; Z0ROASTER un- 
derſtood the relations of duty, and revealed a noble ſyſtem of 
morality. If theſe were eminent among their citizens for philo- 
ſophical auſterities; ZoROASTER may be conſidered as a perfect 
pattern of virtue. If theſe inveſtigated any truths in the knowledge 
of nature; ZOROASTER was acquainted with all her ſecret wonders 
and mightieſt operations. If theſe, when they worſhipped that im- 

mortal power, who is the provident artiſt, and wiſe governor of the 


univerſe, confined themſelves to the petty limits of a temple made 


with hands, and offered ſacrifices on altars of their own erecting; 3 


ZoxoAST ER taught, that the temple of OROMASDEs was infinite 


ſpace, that his altar was the earth, the air, and the heavens. If 


theſe were of ſervice to one corner of mankind, to their native cities, b 


and the narrow diſtricts of their own communities; the religion of 
ZoROASTER was not fixed to one place or ſociety of men; it has 


made its way through innumerable nations of the world. To con- 


clude, the philoſophers, like the gods of Greece, were partiil in their 
knowledge, ſelfiſh in their purſuits, unſettled in their conduct, con- 
tentious in their natures, mean in their affections: ZOROASTER, like 


bis own deity, the great OROMASDES, was boundleſs in knowledge, 


extenſive in benevolence, uniform in his conduct, undiſturbed in 


; N 


his nature, refined in his affections. In a word, the former were 


. . LETTERS 


LE 5 ER only fitted to perplex the reaſon, d vide the hearts of their coun« 
1 trymen ; while the latter was born to clear and OY ds by K 
& W _ unite the other. Adieu. TP 
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Cusn to MecAnyzus. From Athens, - 


AD. I not rocifrad thy W to by the 8 a ac · 

14 count of the military diſcipline of the Greeks, I mould never 
have ventured to addreſs my remarks on that ſubje& to ſo conſum- 
mate a captain, who, by long experience in the duties of a ſoldier, 
and the warlike arts of different nations, muſt anticipate every thing 
that can be offered, on a ſcience, which the ableſt general now living = 
might be proud to learn under thy enſigns. But my deſire to gain 
an inſight into every particular in the Athenian policy and cuſtoms, 
from whence the Perſian miniſtry could expect information, has in- 

| duced me to extend my inquiries to a part of knowledge, which 

would otherwiſe have lain out of my ſphere. I ſhall therefore en- 
deavour to comply with thy orders, by ſending thee ſuch obſerva» 
tions as I have either had an opportunity of making myſelf, or col- 


lected from the diſcourſe of the beſt officers amongſt the Athenians, 


whoſe taſtics throughout this letter I have Rope principally in view. 


The military force of this republic. and indeed of all the other 
Grecian ſtates, is compoſed of three ſorts of troops, citizens, allies, 
and mercenaries. The former, thou mayeſt imagine, are held in 
the higheſt degree of eſteem, and moſt relied upon ; the latter being 
| expoſed without concern, and never truſted without neceſſary cau- 
tions; and ſince their attachment to the cauſe, for which they fight, 
FW 
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is owing to motives. of conſtraint or mn their ir Gly 18 ſometimes 
fulpeRted. OM ap ISO "BS. | 


The young eee are > 8176 lbs up. to 6 arms; at the age —_ | 
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eighteen. they learn the military exerciſes under the inſpection of 
able maſters, and enure their bodies/ to ſuppleneſs and fatigue, by. 
frequenting the ſtadia and wreſtling ſchools. At twenty their names 
are entered in the publick regiſter, after. taking a ſolemn oath in the 
temple of AGRAULES,, by which they oblige themſelves. © « to fight 


« till the laſt gaſp for the intereſt of religion and the Rate, in con- 
junction with their fellow- citizens, or even alone, if occaſion re- 


« quires; to encreaſe the proſperity of their country ; to obey the 


laws enacted by conſent of the people; and to oppoſe with all 


«their might thoſe who ſhall attempt to alter the conſtitution.” f 
When this ceremony is performed, the young men are looked upon 


as members of the commonwealth, enjoy all the privileges, and are 


liable to all the duties of citizens; - amongſt which that of appearing 


in arms, whenever the voice of the people requires their ſervice in 
the field, is none of the leaſt: but in order to enure. them to the 


dilcipline and fatigues of war, they take their turns by detachments 
to mount guard in the citadel, Piræus, and other forts of Attica, for 


two years before they are ſent upon any expedition abroad. The 
Grecian infantry, in which the ſtrength of their armies conſiſts, is 
made up of Hoplitai, Pſiloi, and Peltaſtai. The firſt are heavy- 


armed ſoldiers, who engage with long ſpears, broad ſhields, and 
cutting ſwords. - The ſecond are light-armed men, who fight with 


arrows, darts, and ſlings, and are placed either in the van to begin 


an engagement, or on the flanks of the wings, to gall the enemies ca- 
vary, and prevent their breaking i in. The Peltaſtai are a ſort of troops 
between the two former, ſo called from the narrow targets which they 

Wear, Theſe again are divided into bodies of * hundreds, 


and 


L ETTER: 4 
— Hekatontarchs, &c. To each company of one hundred and twenty 
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2 fifties each, commanded by. their proper officers, the Chika 1 


men four ſubalterns are affi gned ; the lieutenant, whoſe poſt 1 is in : 
the rear, the enſign, the trumpeter, the crier, who gives the word 


of command, and the ſutler, who ſupplies the men with neceſlaries, 


and waits upon them. The Athenian officers all aſſure me, that 


amongſt the many advantages their troops have over thoſe of the 
Eaſt, they reckon theſe ſub-diviſions to be one of the principal. By | 


this means the men perform their exerciſes with more exactneſs and 
uniformity, move with greater quickneſs, attack with greater force, 

and have a larger number of officers to watch over their conduct in 
their quarters, as well as encourage and direct them in a day of battle. 


Over the foot are placed ten camp-maſters, with the title of Taxi- 


archoi, choſe by each of the tribes ; they command, under the general, 


[who is always one of the Seratogral elected annually by the people,] 


the infantry of their reſpective tribes, give orders for the marches, 
review the men, puniſh them for their miſdemeanours, and regulate 
the diſtribution of victuals to every ſoldier. The cavalry are divided 
into ſquadrons under their proper officers, two of whom are called 
Hipparchoi, and have the ſame juriſdiction over them as the Taxi- 
archoi have over the foot : but the Grecian cavalry is not very nu- 
merous ; and in this reſpec I ſhould think the Perſian armies were 


far their ſuperiors, when they have generals at their head, who 


know how to make uſe of ſo material an advantage. The Hippeis | 


„ Their names are the > SR the Erecthian, the Cecropian, the . the 
Acamantian, Antiochian, Leontian, Oenian, Hippothoonian, and Ajacian. The 


reader may fee in PoTTER's Antiquities the ſeveral diviſions bad theſe tribes into De- 


moi or boroughs. Note by the tranſlator. | 
+ The Athenians were divided into three orders : the firſt were worth 500 medimns 


of liquid and dry commodities; the ſecond 300; the third 200: the reſt were al- 


lowed to vote, but not to'bear offices in the . This was an inſtitution of SOLON, 
Note by the tranſlator. | 


or 
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or „ at Athens compoſe the ſecond order of citizens; aid: are LE 2 R 


required to have a certain annual ene, and to maintain a horſe — | 
at their own charge; but they do not amount to twelve hundred at 
the moſt, The Lacedæmonians are likewiſe but indifferently an 
plied with cavalry; the beſt of theirs comes from Sciros, a town 
not far diſtant from Sparta. Indeed a very natural reaſon 1 is to be 
aſſigned for their deficiency. in this branch of their armies; for as 
Attica and Peloponneſus are mountains and rough countries, there 
3s no opportunity or encouragement to train up a breed of horſes 
for the ſervice; and thoſe they have can be of 7 little uſe in military 
operations from the ſituation of the ground. The cavalry of the 
Theſſalians, who poſſeſs large and extended plains, is moſt eſteemed, 
and therefore hired by the reſt of the Grecians to ſupply that defect 
amongſt themſelves. The cuſtom of paying ſoldiers was introduced 
here by PERICL ES: before his adminiſtration every citizen ſerved 
at his own expence; now a foot-ſoldier receives three oboli a day, 
and a horſeman a drachm but upon particular occaſions this ſtipend 2 
1s encreaſed, „ 


| | 12:55) tf 
Thou muſt have eren py the Arava. armies, that they are not 
formidable ſo much for their numbers, or even courage, as indi- 
viduals, as for the excellent diſcipline, which prevails among them, 
and that warm love of glory and their country, which animates 
every man in the army, from the higheſt officer. to the meaneſt ſol- 
dier. Their courage, without the ſormer, would only expoſe them 
to danger; without the latter, they would want the moſt powerful ; 
motive to diſtinguiſh themſelves. Their evolutions. are contrived 
with deep penetration, founded on practice and a ſtudy of the mi- 
litary art, which is unknown to the rude undiſciplined multitudes =: . 
the Faſt, who are dragged out of the villages to recruit our armies, Se 4 
-and urged on by blows and ſcourges to the attack. f | 
"IVEY. Eo When . 4 
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[When the G eciant would break the adverſe ba I; * Ne” 


derſtand their buſineſs, receive in a koilembolon, or pair of ſhee 
which intercepts. and breaks the force of the rhombus. When 


would receive or give a regular onſet, they form in a body of ſixteen 
in flank, and five hundred in front, preſenting on all ſides à firm 


impenetrable phalanx. When they would enter defiles or ſtraim 


poſſeſſed by an enemy, they extend their files in the ſhape of a w 


can happen in a day of battle, for which they have not invented 4 


from whence the figure receives its name: in ſhort, no one incident 


proper motion; unlike the armies of Perſia, potent lord, thou well 
knoweſt, who ruſh on tumultuouſly with hideous cries, and place 
their whole dependance upon the fury of the firſt attack. If that 


fails them, their courage abates, their ranks grow diſordered, the 


officers are unable to give orders in the confuſion that enſues ; and 
if the enemy give A they bene hen OE 


ful flight. | 3s EY 


The ſcience of attacking and defending towns is much improved 
in this country ſince the invaſion of XRERXRS, when the Spartans, 


after the defeat of MARDONIS, could not force a body of Perſians, 


who had taken refuge in ſome wooden fortifications, till the Athe- 


nians marched to their aſſiſtance. The long duration of the ſiege of 
Platza has contributed towards a variety of new works and machines, 


that are daily brought into practice; whereas before, their uſual 


method was to draw up their army in the form of a tortoiſe, and 


give a general ſtorm, or elſe batter the walls with the ram, and then 
ſend a party to enter by the breach. I have hitherto confined myſelf 
to the diſcipline of the land-armies; but as the chief pride and ſe- 


curity of Athens conſiſts in the number and goodneſs of her ſhips, 


and the —. and ſkill of her — thou mayeſt ca_ from 
me 


* Letter xxxiii. 


wherein both the laws are inſerted, 
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me ſome remarks on that part of her iber force. * a former LE 
letter to GokkIAs * I mentioned the claſſes of twelve hundred rich — 
citizens choſen out of each tribe, upon whom the expences of all the 
naval preparations are laid. Theſe claſſes are divided into companies 
of ſixteen each, who unite to fit out a trireme; but there ſeems to 
be ſomething unjuſt in the law upon which this practice is founded. 
Every citizen, from the age of twenty-five to forty, is ranked in one 
of theſe companies; and whether he has a revenue of two hundred 
talents, or of twoy is obliged to contribute equally in equipping a 
ſingle ſhip. Now it ſeems highly unreaſonable, that the poſſeſſors 
of plentiful eſtates ſhould contribute no mote than others towards 
the publick expence ; and that the citizens of ſmaller fortunes ſhould 
be burdened with as large an aſſeſſment as the more opulent / and 
yet the law, as it ſtands at preſent, is liable to theſe objections, and 
I think it would be very meritorious in any of their orators to pro- 
poſe a new regulation f. The Athenians man their gallies, accord- 
ing to their reſpective rates, with a due proportion of ſoldiers and 
ſailors. The former are generally heavy-armed, for they endeavour 1 
to come to boarding as ſoon as poſſible, and by engaging! hand to 
hand, bring it as near as is practicable to & land- fight. The ſailors 
are made up of mariners, who manage the fails and tackling, and 
rowers; both compoſed of citizens, contrary to the practice in other 
countries, where the latter are always ſlaves. Amongſt the Athe- 
nians they divide them into three orders; thoſe in the uppermoſt 
benches are called Thranitai, thoſe in the middle Zeugitai, thoſe in 
the lower Thalamitai, The firſt have the largeſt pay ; fince by the 
diſtance of the water, and length of their oars, they undergo more 
fatigue and danger than the others. The officers on board a fleet, 


+ This was afterwards done by DEMOSTHENEs. See the oration Tip . 


beſides 


227 


LX. 


1 


N 


r _—_ ” - . —ͤ—m—— E— ren — aur il A NT AIST ET ERTA 2, 7 — — 22 —— . — * » — —— 
— — — — — — _ — > AIR PEP — — —— —— ———ũ6 — — a. —— — — — —— — — — . HO nent rn eee 
2 « — — — — — 8 8 — — 2 8 — er enero” — — he — 1 . URINE r eee — — — — — 
——— - . — — INS — U — —̃— ** EL — 2 Lo — n = CORE I 2 — — 8 —_— > l 
5 — 


* 
23 — — 


44 
. 
= — 7 
— 

= ; ks 


— —— 
_- AE. EPO - ELIRNERD 
— x — 
r 
Sm. 32 — => > 
* buy _— 


— — 8 — — 9 A 4 7 2 2 3 . N 2 8 
— : 5 CE LE IIS — 3 el In ern nS SS Sor nb, — — 2 — r or &5 dif ES Te Dog CO DI oe ror ere ea REES ll 
— oo one, EDO TIES Eee ar rs wh, EI ne grng ane nn eoESCDBN  E f CE ere 5 

2 $0 es fo 1 - a pong <p a Me ror = - 8 r — — = - = f 3 e ee = \ \ 1 RR o <= = o - 

* 2 „ nk — n — 2 = —L — = -S 
e — G _ — ä 3 1 h e e * 2 

y — = ä — 5 1 7 . © Ee CES ARG | _ 
— re : — TIES 


— 
— 


— 
* * 


n 

I > you whe = os 41” gt 
wa on & — — # 

C l — — 5 - \ A 005 SR es . 
— — — ol 2 —— 2 l 3 
8 . _ — * — 2 
of oro 1 Frog Err 2 * 
= = = =_ — - - 

= a = p \ - _— CCFL 
= „ ; £ „„ 


1 f 1 "I v 
— — 23 — PR * 
* — _ 
— — — yv—— - AE 
"HS: r — — — > 
— 1 — 
— . 
A 8 —— 
— 4 
— —— 2 
o 7 


ww 


N 
\ 


8 


LETTER 
"I 


ATHENIAN” LETTERS. N 


2 


beſides the admiral and his neutenants, are the Trierarche or captains 
of ſhips, who have under them the maſter or pilot, the — or 4 
boatſwain, who directs and places the a and t Logiſtes or 
Pa beſides other ſubalterns. PPD Dip} Aa ws | 0 ; ” 


\} 


Having thus ſubmitted to a dee an a imperfect W on the 


Grecian tactics, permit me, illuſtrious miniſter, to impart my 


thoughts with boldneſs on a ſcheme which has often occurred to 


Since our royal maſter has ſeen peace in his days, he has done a 


great deal towards healing the loſſes, and reſtoring the honour of 
the empire. But might he not put the finiſhing ſtroke to fo glo- 
rious a work, by allowing penſions out of his treaſury to any able 


officęrs and engineers, who would travel over Greece, and ſtudy 


the art of war, which begins to arrive at a degree of perfection and 


refinement unknown to former ages? Some might in diſguiſe take 


plans of the principal cities, inquire into the ſtrength of each ſtate, | 
ſurvey the ſituation of the country, and find out the proper places 
for. encampments, ſurprize, or diſembarkation. Others ſhould enliſt 
in the troops which now conteſt the dominion of Greece, endeavour 
to gain the eſteem of die generals, and be preſent at and take a 
journal of every action. When they return home, the king might 
reward them proportionably to the diligence of their enquiries, and 
the importance of their remarks. They ſhould then be diſperſed 
over the provinces, to diſcipline the troops, and fortify thoſe cities 


and paſſes which are eſteemed the keys of the empire. I know it s 


ſufficient to mention this project to thee, potent Satrap; nor need I 
enlarge upon the encreaſe of real ſtrength to Perſia, of reputation to 


her arms, of glory to our preſent monarch, and of luſtre to the 


miniſtry of MEGABYZUs, which would be the infallible conſe | 
quences of it, Farewel. 


. 
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bear the agitations of love, grief, or indignation in ſilence, or 


ok the cover of tranquillity. and cheerfulneſs. In ſuch circum- 5 


ſtances the affections will force their way; we muſt vent our groans 


HE more 1 conſider Are ann; the, more + gad it 1 to LETTER 
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to the rocks, and pour out our complaints to the ſenſeleſs and inani- 
mate part of the creation, if we are afraid to entruſt them with the 


rational and thoſe of our own ſpecies. Men of narrow minds, who 


have wanted generoſity enough to-gain a friend, or of fickle minds, 


who have wanted ſedateneſs' enough to fix one, muſt frequently have 
recourſe to ſoliloquies in retirement, when toſſed to and fro by the 


hurricane of paſſion. But for my own part, I thank the gracious 5 


OROMASDES, that he has given me a warmth of temper, as well 
as ſtrength of underſtanding, ſufficient to make me zealous in eulti- 
rating a ſtrict correſpondence with the wiſe and faithful CLEANDER, 
in whoſe boſom I may depoſit every undiſguiſed thought and diſ- 
quieting apprehenſion. Let me open myſelf to thee without re- 
ſerve on the ſtate of the Bactrian ſchools, and the indolence of our 


order. It will not ſurprize thee that I blame their faults ; for thou 


art too well acquainted with my integrity, to imagine me capable of 
approving thoſe corruptions, which the ſanguine would pronounce 
it my duty to palliate, and hte cautious would tan it my intereſt. 
to maintain. | | | ore 


Our mighty prophet ZOROASTER received numberleſs favours from 


the ew Dar1vs, in whoſe memorable reign he appeared. The 
Ki 7 . We erudition 
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of noble families and _ hopes of the — were} 
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erudition and Gather of the order, whigh he WiN occaſioned | 
the bountiful encouragements and large revenues, which were 


ſtowed on us by the monarchs who. ſucceeded him. They. — 4 * 


our attention to rectify the religious notions, and 1 improve the rea- 
ſons of our followers, qualified us to inſtruct the youth of the em- 


pire in philoſophical ſpeculations : they thought the recluſeneſs of 
our condition and the purity of our lives enabled us to curb their 
appetites, and refine their practice. In our hands therefore the hi 4 


By this: means FR 8 * nowichiaathin . row 
tions in our government and manners, the laſs of the ancient ſchools 
would be repaired, ſimplicity preſerved in thoſe who are ſurrounded 
with ſuperfluities, and continence amidſt every incitement to tranſ⸗ 
greſs. I need not enlarge on theſe miſtakes, which are o 


and, however abſurd in themſelves, are too o in their conſe- 
quences to be ridiculed. 


- 


Alas! the i gnorance bw) the world, in kd we are. © genemlly 


brought up, and which has prepoſterouſly raiſed our reputation, 
both as obſervers and teachers of morality, introduces more faults 


amongſt us than it faves us from; ; and inſtead of ſubduing or en- 
tinguiſhing the paſſions, it only cuts out another channel for them. 
Though our deſire of reputation be checked, and our vanity con- 


| ſtrained to act in a narrow ſphere, we give a looſe to pride, and 


look down. on the uſeful part of ſociety with an inſolent ſcorn. 
Though we have few opportunities of ſhewing our obſtinacy in 
action, yet we are ſtrangely tenacious of opinions; and though we 
are clear of thoſe vices which ariſe from promiſcuous converſation, 
we. fall into the low habits: that attend u want of it. Beliere 
me, my Epheſian friend, there is no error which carries leſs the ap- 
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and experience united, i it 1 then incumbent. ar ws, Who are to 


infinuating eee "Win though we. by gully of miſtakes at 
firſt ſetting out, neither ourſelves nor our neighbours ſhould. deſpair 
of us; we muſt purſue our.journey, take care to be informed better 
of the right track; and after having followed it, our advice to the 
young adventurers in life will be received with more reverence, 
when it proceeds from a ſobriety not natural and phlegmatick, but 
painfully and dangerouſly acquired. Such men would be far ad- 
vanced i in the way to perfection; for though to learn wiſdom from 
the ſufferings of others be the higheſt point of it, yet it requires no 
ſmall ſhare of underſtanding to take warning, and to give it, in con- 
ſequence of our own. Such men might be ſaid in truth to have the 


government of their paſſions, might be eſteemed maſters in the art 


of- education ; and having tried what the world i 1s, would be fit 3 in- 
ſtructors for thoſe who are to live in it. It were to be wiſhed there- 


fore, that while ſome of us are employed in contemplating and ex- 


plaining the divine volume of ZzzDusnT, others ſhould be em- | 
ployed in the publick ſervice, in travelling abroad, and enriching 


themſelves with the fruits of their enquiries into men and things ; 


and that all of us, at a certain age, in recompence for the ſupport 
we had received from the colleges of Balch, ſhould be recalled, and 


obliged to ſpend the reſt of our days in. forming the youth of Perſia. 
We might then hope to ſee the inſtitution of this place much 
amended. Inſtead of teaching chicanery, evaſion, and poſitivene 

in our ſchools, the ſound principles of policy and juſtice would be 
ſet forth : inſtead of a n attachment to forms enforced by 


_ at the 3 that 'there 4 is none more 22 
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LXI. 


— regard to good breeding, candour, and philoſophy, ariſing fi 1 : 1 


would enj oy the penſion deſigned for the dilige! t 


opening of life, the youth would no longer laugh at our ſage coun- 


T7 Goh campaign er this wir in erated: with cones not 


received the unexpected news that SITALCES had ſworn to a {e- 
parate peace with Macedon, his troops had been repulſed at the 


delay of the Athenian ſuccours, (for the republic was afraid of ſend-. 
Us their r ſo far from home,) and the intelligence he had, that 


of teinper and à well-turned: re n man 
ſomehom or other intereſted: in the great work; mod it . be 
found poſſible, however it may ſeem otherwiſe at preſent, for the 
oldeſt and moſt venerable of our order to converſe with their dif. 


ciples, and not betray themſelves into the extreme of an unmeaning 
dignity, or a low familiarity. Thus conducted and improved in the 


inward regulation : 


ſels with the giddineſs of children, nor diſdain to obey our la 


with the ſtubbornneſs of men; and the Magi themſelves. would 


think they ill deſerved the emoluments they receive, or ill anſwered 
the end of their founder, if they were regular in no good OG, but 


their oraiſons to the riſing or declining Mrrnxas. i. 4 IN 


- 
ö , 
. * 
» 7 » 
F 1 x; 
8 4 M 
15 — 7 p- 
ay, 83 
N 1 . 1 N 
1 wif 7 8 
A. 


L E TT ER IXI. ese N 


Curanpun 10 Goanras. From 48 1 


— 


: ho 


very favourable to the Athenians. Early in the ſpring they 


attack of Europus, ,worſted in ſome ſkirmiſhes with PERDICCAS 
cavalry, and began to want proviſions, and ſuffer from the incle- 
meney of the weather. But what gave him moſt uneaſineſs was the 


the 
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ATHENIAN” LETTERS. V 


me people of Theſſaly, alatined at his ambitious views, were Sx L ty © 
arms in the South, and ſame of his neighbours in Thrace, from the — 
ſame motive, forming leagues againſt him in the North. Theſe at 
leaſt are the reaſons, and not unplauſible ones, by which he palliated 
his conduct to the Athenian ambaſſadors; but the truth of the matter 
is, as I privately learn, that the artful PzRDICCAS. had gained over 
SEUTHES, a near relation, and principal counſellor to S1TALCEs, 
with the promiſe of marrying him to STRATONICA his ſiſter, and 
giving her a vaſt portion, if he could bring about an accommodation. 
And ſuch (it ſeems) is the influence of this miniſter,” that in eight 
days time he prevailed with his maſter to abandon the poor AVN 
TAS, as well as his own claims, and return home. It is added, that. 
the king of Macedon, reſolved not to diſappoint his benefactor, is 
making Preparations at Pella —__ the nuptials of STRATONICA and 
SEUTHES, 


Three expreſſes have arrived here within theſe few days from the - 
magiſtrates of Tenedos and the inhabitants of. Methymna, which 
brought advice, that all the cities of Leſbos had entered into a con- © 

| federacy to ſhake off their dependance upon Athens; that their 

magazines were f urniſhed with corn, and their garriſons with archers. 

from the Pontus Euxinus ; ; and that the preparations for an open re- 

volt were ſo far advanced, that unleſs the Athenians uſed the utmoſt. 

vigour and diſpatch in quelling theſe commotions, the iſland would- 

be loſt, Private intelligence is likewiſe come from ſome friends in- 
Mitylene, the capital of Leſbos, that the leading men amongſt the. 
revolters have determined to ſend deputies to Lacedzmon, to deſire. 
that they may be admitted into the Peloponneſian league. This 
news has ſenſibly touched the Athenians ;. the moſt penetrating 

| amongſt them apprehend very bad. conſequences from theſe Leſbian 


troubles, They look N this revolt as giving the ſignal to the 
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them more through fear than aſſection; that the abſolute auth 


diſcontents, which want nothing but a fit occaſion to break out into 


recruit large armies, particularly when that city has been conſider- 


other Ati iſlands, to. withdraw their ſupplies. « 5 1 
— money, and either ftand abſolutely neuter in the preſent 
of Greece, or throw themſelves under the protection of La: 


ſhe is left alone to ſtand her ground againſt ſo many potent e a 
who pretend to have no other cauſe for taking up arms, but to keer 


butions of the allies) are either loſt to her, or turned againſt her. The 
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or the. Great King. They very well know, that their ee ee 
which for many years they have exerciſed over them, has produce 1 


an open flame. They reaſon further, what can Athens do, when 


the balance even; and to preſerve themſelves from the inſults and 
aſſuming ſpirit of the Athenians? Her treaſures muſt ſoon be ex- 
hauſted, when the chief ſources of them (ariſing from the contri- 


inhabitants of a ſingle city can never ſuffice to man annual fleets, er 


ably weakened by a cruel plague; much leſs will they be able to bear 
up againſt the loſſes and misfortunes, which are the ordinary attendants 
of war, What are we to expect from the other iſlands, when one, 
that has been the moſt favoured and diſtinguiſhed, is the firſt to riſe 
in arms againſt us? Theſe are the reffections I meet with in the 
porticos, where the Athenians meet to talk over the bufineſs of the 
day, and to enquire of each other what news is ſtirring. To add to 
their diſtractions, the Peloponnefian : army is encamped in the. terri- 


tories of Attica, and ſkirmiſhes often happen between their detach- 


ments and the garriſon of the city. However, to preſerve that 


reſolution and addrefs, which they have hitherto ſhewn, they work 
day and night at the Pirzeus to equip a fleet of forty gallies, the com- 


mand of which is given to CLIP PID EVS, who has already received 
ſeeret inſtructions from the ſenate, the contents of which, as I am 


informed, — that © he muſt fail with the ſquadron under his com- 
a 88 mand 


1 


12 EIA Lr EEE „ 


PO! d of Fefe, ad ende RY to ſurprize the wt LETTER 
habitants at a feaſt, which they celebrate every year to APOLLO, © 
without the walls of the city: Tf he finds that ſoletnnity paſt, or 
„the Mitylenians prepared for his reception, he is to demand of 
them to deliver up their ſhips, and demoliſh the fortifications 
« which they have lately raiſed. In caſe of refuſal, he is ordered 
to declare war againſt them, and to keep the port blocked up, till 
« further reinforcement arrives from Athens.” The ten gallies, 
which the Leſbians, by virtue of their treaty with Athens, are obliged 
to join to their fleet now lying at hong are ſeized, a _ the officers 
and mariners s thrown into . | 


had x written thus Gi when deny hearing a noiſe i in the 
fireet, I had the curioſity to enquire the occaſion of it, and was 
told, that a captain of a trireme ſtationed in the Pirzeus had ſtopped 
a veſſel pretended to be bound for Epheſus, ſecured the packets m—_ 
on board, and put the men under arreſt by order of the Polemar- 
chus. Struck with the thought that I had committed a parcel, ad- 
dreſſed to my brother HTI AS, in which were encloſed diſpatches 
to thyſelf and ſome Perſian friends, to the care of the maſter of 
this veſſel, a thouſand doubts and apprehen 


ions crouded at once 
into my mind. RecolleQing that I had no time to loſe, I run down 
to the Pirzeus, and found the captain preparing to carry his packets 
to the Prytanes. As I had luckily ſome acquaintance with him, 1 
took him aſide, and told him, that he probably had a packet of mine 
in his hands, which contained mercantile buſineſs of great conſe- 
quence to my brother, which if expoſed to the eyes of the magi- 
rates, with ſome of whom he had dealings in the way of trade, 
muſt be highly detrimental to his traffic here. I therefore defired | 
him to reftore me that packet. He remonſtrated to me, that his 
Any were — to bring all che papers he found in the veſſel. 
” e n H 2 1 aſſured 
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I aſſured him that pon demand of the magiſtrates it Gould be. wo - 


uced. My earneſt intreaties, ſupported by the more weighty do- 


quence. of a talent, which I put into his hand, prevailed wich him 


at laſt to reſtore it to me. I went home, and upon the ſpot made 


up a parcel, containing nothing but letters from me to HI rIAS on | 


our private concerns, which exactly reſembled the former in ſize and 
figure. I had ſcarce put in execution this neceſſary ar 


an officer brought me a ſummons from the Prytanes to > appear 


directly before them. I went with an honeſt confidence, and found 


thoſe magiſtrates in deep conſultation. DYMAs the trierarch vouched, 


that the packet I delivered in to them was the ſame he had ſeized. The 


papers were looked into, ſome few general queſtions put to me, and 


after an hour's attendance I was diſmiſſed. The Epiſtata, or preſi- 


dent, declared to me that they were ſatisfied ; that IJ had not been 
examined upon any particular ſuſpicion, but that nothing might be 


omitted in ſo diſtempered a time, which any way tended to ſecure 


the tranquillity of the ſtate. He gravely exhorted me to be diſereet 


in my correſpondeneies, and prudent in my behaviour. I am ſince 


informed by a friend among the Prytanes, that the ſhip was ſtopped 


becauſe they had diſcovered, that inſtead of going for Epheſus, the 


maſter was bribed to change his courſe, and make for Leſbos. They 


have found advices from one Ac NON, an hoſt of the Mitylenians, 
relating to the preparations going forward here. This AGNON is 


actually impriſoned, and will ſoon be mb to death for his — | 
an ; 


N thus 3 ahi ſo og; a * I Chal py 
forward in a few days for the Olympic games, which are to be 
celebrated this. year with the uſual magnificence. The permiſſion, 
which thy laſt diſpatch brought me from our royal maſter, to fur- 
— ſome parts of Greece, has invited me to mda ſo agreeable 


a JourneF. 
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a journey; and che large remittance, which I: received lately rom 
Ten, enables me to e, it with convenience. e 

I profes; my ro in os daft, poteri PETIA Bete n : 
heaped upon me. May the great OROMASDES continue to ſhed his 
healing influence upon the throne of Cyxus and the whole empire 
of Perſia, averting from both (as he hath lately done by diſcover- 
ing the perfidy of IN Ge Weben MEAN of RO accurſed LAnt- 
MANIUS! Farewel. JJ ͤ0à·˙ Hos Ot 44) 

N Sos RA h Wake E ah 155 | 
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Surnpis to „ CLnAnDBR. : 


I COMPLAINED of a \ relaxation of diſcipline amongſt the Magi * ; 

and though not without reaſon, yet it would be inj! urious to im- | 
pute it wholly. to them: perhaps a general corruption may be too 
ſtrong for their beſt efforts to reſtrain. The children of the great, 
are committed to their care much later than formerly ; ; they bring | 
with them an high opinion of their rank, a confidence in their pa- 
ternal fortunes, and an eagerneſs for pleaſures, of which they have 
had an early taſte, | They aſſociate only one with another, and ſeek 
partners in voluptuouſneſs rather than the advantages of wiſe converſa- 
tion, which would be attended with reſtraint ; for excellent inſtruction 
is ſtill to be had amongſt the Magi, by t thoſe who want not induſtry and 
an ingenuous diſpaſition: witneſs the young ORSAMES, who owns 
himſelf indebted to our ſchools for thoſe qualities which adorn him, | 
and prompt ack fruit to his güne r. But e CLEANDER, the: 


ener by" 


prudent 


Ln * 
— Gy 


5 je * \ : : ; 8 
” i? Y * 13 C | * * * 5 2 d "Ny f N Ea 8 7 


L 17 2 prudent ſteps taken by! ee and che weadyþ who 1e en. 
Loney tertained unfavourable opinions of a Perſian education; they fort Y 
their children abroad, and take no further concern about their con 
duct chan that it may not be ſeen by them. The young Perſian is 
ſet out with a ſplendid retinue ; has his recommendations from gsx, | 
and wherever he goes is received as a Satrap; he is honoured in o 
provinces, and gazed at in foreign ſtates; his mind is elevated above | 
his rank, be it what it will, and his improvements ſeldom qualify 
him for any. He probably impairs his fortunes, and upon his 
turn, has a mind much raiſed above the thoughts of economy; 0 
if he ſubmits to it, it is in a wrong place. The expences of * 4 
page and voluptuouineſs are become neceſſary and indiſpenſable: 
he therefore grows parſimonious to thoſe who have juſt claims upon 
him; he oppreſſes his dependants, and ſparingly rewards the coun. 
tryman, the guardian of his wealth. Nor is this to be wondered 
at ; the young traveller ſets out with a mind not yet confirmed i in 
any principles, and at an age ſtrongly biaſſed to pleaſure. He there- 
fore moſt naturally falls in with the corruptions of every country, 
both in principles and practice; for as he is diſpoſed to gratify his 
affections, he readily admits ſuch ſentiments as favour them. It is 
generally thought the buſineſs of a traveller to ſelect for the benefit 
of his country what appears to. him to make up the moſt perfect 
polity ; and from his experience of men, to become himfelf an ex- 
emplary, wiſe, and good citizen. But our young traveller takes a 
pleaſure in reciting the imperfections he has obſerved in government, 
manners, and religion; he dwells much on the ſuperſtitions of Egypt 
the bigotry of the people, and the eraft of the prieſts; and inti- 
mates, that he has much improved his ſagacity in regard to the 
| worſhip of his own country. He is juſt ſuch an obſerver in morals; 
for if he has made the tour of Greece, he aſſures you, chat tlie rule 
of right and wrong, the ground of all juſtice, ſo much inſiſted on 


"Ss 
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; that an ancient and flouriſhing ſtate has ſubſiſted without . 


5 cultivation of it; though probably he takes this upon hearſay, 
for our youth feldom come nearer to Sparta than a neighbouring 
iſle F, much better ſuited to the delicacy” of their lives. What can 
be the reaſon of this, but that they think their practice juſtified by 

theſe great authorities? Why elſe do we hear little more of Athens, 

than its ſports and gaiety ? of Sardis, than its gaming? and of Ba- 
bylon, than its obſcene hoſpitality ?- I aſſure thee, CILRAN DER, - 
have known ſome of our youth, after a toilſome paſſage acroſs Arabia | 
and the ſea into Upper Egypt, upon hearing the feſtival rites at 
Cyprus were coming on, take a light veſſel, and with all the expe- 

dition of oars and fail fwim down the Nile, and content themſelves 

with ſo tranſitory a view of the great cities and monuments of that 

ancient kingdom. When they reached the ports of Cyprus, which 

extends its arms into the ſea, and incloſes vaſt fleets in its. boſom, 

they ſpent little reflection on its ftupendous moles and its conve- = 
viences for lading. They heard, that che temple of the Grecian 1 8 
goddeſs was open; that a choir of an hundred youths, and ap many ; = 
beautiful virgins, had already begun the ſolemn ode; they perfumed 
themfelves with rich oils, and crowned with garlands, haſtened to 

mix in the idolatrous rites, habited like ſhepherds of Arcadia; for 
all appear in diſguiſe on this occafion, that they may not be under 
the reſtraint of mms; which ut becomes „ votaries * fo _. . 


a deity 


— 


Tender 3 3 are 4 for all e e there- 
fore it is not proper they ſhould be withdrawn from wiſe and vir- 
tuous patterns, till they have gained an intimate acquaintance with 

virtue, and are able to combat the temptations of 1 vice and * 


8 Cythera, the inland of Venus. a 
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LETTER The ſoul is — in its infancy ; che body comes much earlier is 
— maturity: young men therefore (as the wives of che Magi are con. 
fined to the moſt beauteous objects of ſight, and hear nothing but 
harmony, that no Ul impreſſion may deface their offspring, which is b 
to be dedicated to the holy ſervice of the te mple) ſhould be ac. 
cuſtomed to no ideas that may pollute the yy the e of which | 
18 an ON moſt nnn. to OroMasDEs. R041 RH] 


* — 


It is at too out a hazard they goin queſt of ER 1s wendy their 
Imitation in Ægypt or Greece; for that much may be found fo by 
a prudent enquirer, I will not deny : wiſdom is not confined to one | 
climate, it ſhoots out in ſome ſhape every where; at Athens it is 
wiſe . policy, tender regard for the community, and every art that is is 
properly humane; at Lacedæmon it 1s publick liberty, maintained 
by auſtere diſcipline, and an ignorance of every enervating pleaſure; 
in Egypt it is piety to the gods, and a veneration for all things ſacred. 
It once appeared under all theſe denominations i in Perſia: : alas! that 
we can now find it only in our hiſtories! 


Perhaps after all, CLEANDER, thou wilt ſay, what need all this 
precaution in favour of virtue? and why ſhould our youth be pre- 
judiced in her behalf, who is repreſented ſo amiable as to ſtrike 
her beholders with admiration, and force our eſteem? It is be- 
cauſe virtue, though more amiable, is not ſo obvious; ſhe uſeth 

little art to recommend herſelf; like a chaſte virgin, ſhe muſt be 
ſought after and ſued for: vice, like a proſtitute, always preſents 
herſelf, is officious, importunate, and enſnaring.  ORSAMES is 
acquainted with this; he traverſes the diſtant regions of the earth, | 
not to gratify the idle curioſity of ſight, or adorn the palace of his 
Perſian anceſtors with the arts of Greece, but to complete the furni- 
ture of his mind, to fit it for the abode of OROMASDES, who 


deigns 
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| CunanpeR. to- Hrpa5prs, 2 Athens, 


7 


T*. 18 he laſt ear, which 1 mall write to "thee FER Shel in 
ſome months. F ſet out to-morrow on an expedition to the 


Olympic games, and promiſe myſelf, that the magnificence and order, 
with which they are celebrated, the great confluence of Greeks, 


who repair from all parts 'to Olympia, "the variety of countries : 


and noble cities I ſhall paſs through in my road, and eſpecially the 

agreeable ſet of friends who accompany me, will more than anſwer 
the ideas of pleaſure and improvement which I propoſe to myſelf 
from the journey. Thou wilt, I believe, think that I have made a 


very happy mixture of acquaintance, when [I let thee into the cha- 
My patron PHILEMON, as well 


raters of my fellow-travellers. 


upon account of his age as his merits, ſhould be mentioned firſt. 
This worthy Athenian ever ſincc my reſiding here has treated me 


with particular regard: to him I am indebted for the friendſhip I 


have made with thoſe who are moſt diſtinguiſhed i in Athens for their 
virtues and abilities: to him I owe the little knowledge I have ac- 
| quired of the conſtitution of the republick, and the manners of a 


people the moſt contradictory and various in their diſpoſitions of 
all others. PHILEMON has paſſed through the moſt conſiderable 


offices in the ſtate. He — when very young, captain of a tri- 


deigns to vel with the good: we ef whoſe preſence the wicked L 
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reme at the e ee narrowly mifll wing th | 
mous Queen ARTEMISIA, who eſcaped him by a very e d 5 
ſtratagem. He has been ſince overſeer of the fortifications, ar 
one of the five hundred, and is now a member of the Are 


In all theſe employments an unblemiſhed integrity, and an exact il. 


charge of his duty, have recommended him to his countrymen as 


one of their moſt deſerving citizens. He has frequently oppoſed the : 


meaſures both of C1MoN and PERICLES; but it was in ſuch a man- 


ner, that you ſaw, though he condemned the faults, he ſpared the 


men ; and that his oppoſition proceeded not from ambition or ca- 


price, but from an honeſt zeal for the publick welfare. He is al. 
ways well heard in the aſſemblies of the people, not from che art ot 


eloquence of his orations, or a command of words, that rather 


5 overpowers than convinces the reaſon; but becauſe he ſpeaks to 


the purpoſe, and with an air and geſture, that ſhews he does not 
mean to impoſe upon his Hearers, unleſs he is firſt deceived him- 


ſelf. Another quality, which diſtinguiſhes my friend, 1s a ſingulat 


humanity : his door is open to every poor citizen, and his table pre- 


pared with a frugal hoſpitality to receive any ſtranger, who comes 


recommended either by his own deſerts, or the requeſt of a com- 
mon friend. There is not a greater teſt of his benexolent temper, 


than that though he is an old man, he can encourage the mirth, and 


bear with the levities of the young ; nor a ſtronger inſtance of his good 
breeding, than that he does not abound in the narrative faculty of | 
years, and is rather forward to promote the converſation of others, 
than to aſſume an air of ſuperiority, by obliging them to liſten to 
his. This is an imperfect ſketch of PHILEMON' s character: 1 paſs 
next to that * my other companions. 


[Oriel 18 a from one of the nobleſt families! in \ Athens; 3 
and though both his rank and abilities intitle him to a conſiderable 


5 


ATHENIAN LETTERS, 5 


243 


ſhare | in the government of his country, he devotes himſelf almoſt L E 11 8 R 


wholly to the improvement of ſcience, He is an univerſal PAtTON Wenn 


of arts; the philoſopher, the poet, the painter, the hiſtorian, and 
the ſculptor find alike the effects of his liberality. He is not con- 
tented to be an admirer of learning, he is likewiſe an excellent judge 
of it. I have ſeen him hold an argument with the ſophiſt GORGIAS, 
and heard him diſpute the doctrine of the ſoul's pre-exiſtence with 
SOCRATES. Zzuxis ſubmits his moſt finiſhed picture to his cen- 


ſure, and PHIDTAS would alter the drapery or attitude of a ſtatue 
upon his advice. His table is frequented by all the learned in 


Athens; he abounds himſelf in the moſt elegant diſcourſe, and 


has a peculiar art of ſetting che talents of others in the beſt light, 


and throwing ſomething in their way, that may give them an op- 
portunity to diſtinguiſh themſelves. The two affairs, in which he 
moſt intereſted himſelf, were the accuſation brought againſt PHIDIAS 


for defrauding the publick in the gold employed about the ſtatue of 755 


 Minzzva, and the charge againſt Ax AxAOORAVS for impiety: but 
neither his intereſt nor his eloquence, though ſupported by PE- 


RICLES, could fave the artiſt from ee or the . from 
baniſhment. 


PnrrocuEs | is a young man, who gives early marks of being a 


good officer. He has been employed in the ſervice in Thrace, and 


behaved with ſo much gallantry at the ſiege of Potidza, that the 


generals ſent him to Athens with the news of its being taken. He 


ſerved laſt ſummer i in PHoRrmIo' s fleet, and was recommended by 


him to the people to be made a trierarch in the ſquadron which is 


ready to fail to Leſbos; but CLEO N had intereſt enough to diſap- 
point him, for the ſake of one BAT rxLus, a buffoon and a Lutaniſt. 


PurroclLzs however is not diſcouraged from purſuing a military 


life, but hopes for better ſucceſs at the next equipment. In the 
e mean 
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mean time he deſigns to put in for: the « prize of the charcoal „ 
the Olympic ada, $i. SFL.-3 oh 1 4 0 | 


Ko 55 . 55 
3 

: pt 1 
* 5 

; * 


To complete our ; potty, we Fave Chronos «i the ide of 1 0 ä 


dion, a young man of wit and politeneſs, but of a character ſome... 


thing ſingular : though he has a fund of good ſenſe, he has one. | 


weakneſs, of affecting a general acquaintance amongſt the rich and. 


the powerful. You: generally ſee him at ſome great man's elbow at. 
the theatre, and he is very buſy in laying the cuſhion for him. He X 
boaſts to this day of a letter he received from PERICLES, to thank 
him for a preſent of olives, and was extremely ſurprized at not hear-. 
ing from his good friend PHoRm1o all the laſt campaign. He is. 


well ſkilled. in the genealogy of the Athenian families, and has pro- 


miſed we ſhall be ſupplied with the beſt „ from Athens 
during our abſence. 


. SEES 


"| Fe mytel with reflecting on the different views, which my 
companions and myſelf propoſe from this journey. The humane 


PHILEMON is willing to be preſent at a ceremony, which he thinks 
tends to inculcate a reſpect for the gods, and to remind the different 


people which inhabit Greece of. the ties, which ought to unite thoſe 


who enjoy one common name, country, and religion. CLINIAS is 
pleaſed with the thoughts of extending his acquaintance amongſt the 
learned and ingenious. PHILOCLES flatters himſelf with ſucceſs in 
a conteſt, that gives a luſtre to the victor's name for his whole life. 
CHLORUS would be known to every one who diſplays a ſplendid. 


 equipage at Olympia. For my own part, all that I aim at is, to 


approve myſelf a faithful ſervant to ARTAXE RXES, and no. 2 
miniſter to Perſia. Adieu. 4 85 
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A the citleſly of At are this moſt cohGderebla one of a body LETTER. 
| politick, and hold the chief rank and pre-eminence among the note 5 
people, thou wilt be curious to know what are the different orders 
into which they are diſtinguiſhed. | And as theſe ſeveral orders are 

more ſtrictly kept up according to the ancient eſtabliſhment in the 

college of Heliopolis than in other places, I will endeavour to fatisfy 

thy curioſity. To diſtinguiſh * them according to the different ranks 

they appear in upon publick proceſſions and ſolemnities, I may men- 

tion firſt, after the inferior degrees, the chief of the muſick-band, Who 

always carries ſome muſical inſtrument, as an enſign of his office; 

and in his cuſtody are two of the books of HERMES, one containing 

hymns in honour of the gods, the other rules and precepts for tlie 

conduct of their kings. Next after this officer is the diviner, who 

carries an horoſcope and a palm-branch, the ſymbols of aſtro- 

logy ; and he is required to be thoroughly learned in four of the 

books of HERMES, that treat of that ſcience; one, of the order and 
arrangement of the fixed ſtars; a ſecond, of the phaſes of the moon 

and her conjunctions with the ſun; the other two, of the phœno- 

mena of their riſing. After him comes next in order the ſacred 

ſeribe. He wears wings faſtened to his mitra, and carries a book 

with a rule, in which is ink, and a reed to write with. His 

province lies in the hieroglyphical- knowledge, and he muſt be 

Killed in thoſe books that treat of the doctrine of the globe, geo 
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groby, 175 courſe of the ſun and moon, and of the five OED) 


he muſt know accurately the poſition of the ſeveral parts of 


Egypt, the nature of the Nile, the lands and diſtricts appropriated 
to the prieſts, the exact meaſure and dimenſions of them, with the 


uſes and ſymbolical applications of all the ſacred inſtruments. I may 


reckon next after him the maſter of the ſacred wardrobe, Who car- | 
ries the rod of juſtice before the prophet, and a cup for libations, 
He is thoroughly verſed in all the inſtitutes of the #gyptian diſ. 


cipline, and all the rites of ſacrifice; and there are ten kinds of 


ſervice performed in honour to the gods, under which the whole of 
the Egyptian religion may be comprehended : the chief are ſacri- 


fices, offerings of firſt- fruits, hymns, prayers, proceſſions, and pub- 


lick feſtivals. Laſt goes the prophet, followed by thoſe who carry 
the bread of d; ;/eribution, and he is the head and ſupreme over all, 


To him it belongs to interpret the laws of HeRrMEs ; and he not 


only preſides in all matters of religion, but, according to the ancient | 


__ conſtitution, holds a ſupreme judicature in all cauſes without any 


further appeal, as chief * of that high tribunal of thirty r, which 


was compoſed of ten from each of the three principal cities, Thebes, 


Memphis, and Heliopolis. And though his power be limited, ſince 
Egypt became ſubject to Perſia, yet his'deciſions.are ſtill held infal- 
lible among the Egyptians; as a token of which he wears a ſaphire }, 


with the image or emblem of truth hung by a golden chain about 


his neck. The prieſts in general are habited in linen 95 from a con- 
ceit that woollen garments would defile them. But the prophet 
likewiſe hath his head ſhaven, and wears on his feet ſlippers of the 
bark of the palm- tree, and carries at his breaſt a water- jar, wrapt in 


the folds of his garment ||. The bs prophet + is charged with the diſtri- 


* Zin Var. Hiſtor. lib. xiv. c. 34. + " Sicul. lib. i. 


J Lian. ibid. Diop. Sic. ibid. $ Hero. lib. ii. c. 37. 5 
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bution a their revenues. To him belong the ten facerdotal books, L TT * . 


In thoſe books are contained the laws, the doctrines of their mytho- — | 


logy, and whatever relates to | the diſcipline of the prieſts. Theſe 
are the chief diſtinctions among the prieſts of Egypt, or profeſſors 
of the Hermaic NG... And there are upon the whole wo- 

| and-forty books of HERMES abſolutely neceſſary to the literati f 
Egypt; thirty-ſix of which number, containing all the philoſophy, . 
belong to the forementioned orders; the remaining fix, which are 
phyſical, to the Paſtophori, and they treat of the parts and ſtructure 
of an human body, of diſeaſes, of inſtruments, of medicaments, 
about the eyes, and laſtly of women. To the forementioned orders 
may the whole prieſthood of Egypt be referred in their different 
ranks and degrees. But the Paſtophori and Neocori, or ſacred Ædiles, : 
are of a much inferior rank, and to be reckoned among the ſubmi- 
niſtrant orders, and the purifications required of them are much leſs 
tedious and painful . This then is that body of men ſo famous 
throughout the world, upon whom the original conſtitution of their 
country did entirely depend. Nor have they only governed that 

| ſtate in civil and religious matters, preſcribing rules to princes, and 
exereiſing an abſolute juriſdiction over the actions, and I had al- 
moſt ſaid opinions, of their own people; but have ſpread their in- 
fluence abroad, and been in league with the law-givers of every later 
fate. The grand policy of their religious initiations may be thought 

to have greatly promoted their deſigns, by means of which they 
could preſerve a correſpondence in diſtant countries, and be informed 
of whatever was for their purpoſe to know of the ſecrets, not only 
of ſtates, but of private perſons ; : thereby the more effectually to 


* CuaREMON apud PorPars. de Abſtinent. lib. iv. $8. To ui xa anbuay hes 
ropiy zy TE Toig por raus nv 5 "LeporoAiraus, c. To & Ac, T&v Taylar re Ildropopes 
% Neaxopuy TANG” 2 . T0is b xallapiuu MY" ajanig, Irs 7 n "ja 3 


iyrpartiag rooñs . F 
| eceive 


- . - - 4 45 a . - 22 * 
* r a _ — — 8 MT IRE IG \ 4 - - - : \ 
Cas comes, 2 — „ F —— he + g — 8 — 8 — K 8 5 1 bh Vt: a ne Rn ESILIN - a a rr. 4 b — 5 = $60 
* 2 s % co = 2 2 — = = MY me = "———— ge ery » = = . - — — — — 
. ͤ .... ea Se ee ———  _—— ____——_— 
N : . bl = 1 ry _— * 8 — — — * — RES 
=_ — — — — 4 — — A — = 2 — —— n CIT 
> ego 22 8 —— 5 g r ve mod 
- e 2 rr _ r n _ 
— . 7˖½rꝙß;7rʃ ,, 


1 
ky v0 
*! (2] 
1 8. . 
S % 5 ö I 
4 1 7 
in 
7 1 
2 Cj 
ET : F 
$ 3 f ik 
r 1 
y 
. p i 
: ! 
" 
BY 
1% } 
£ 
; b 
: x 1 nl 
TD 
y 11 
1112 
= : 
Z 1 i 
: ts. 1 
M1 
+ ö 
1 
. z M 
8 bi 
2 5 
nike: 
} \ 
4 J. 
14 
| 
q "F 
A } 
1 * 
[ rn 
i t 
1 , 
{ 
i 
; i 
4 fol 
j : 11 
? 1 
ie 
{ 4 
* 1 
| ; | 
4 i 
; | {s 
f 1 
[ \ 
* 
. | 4 
1411 
, ifs 
6 4 { 


— — 
—ͤ—ũm—G—ã—— — — . — 


—— —— * * 
” 
NE Ee 22 — 
”* U WB — — —— —ͤ = gs: «4 2 = —— — 
So — ] 


— 
& 2 : 
. 8 7 5 
” : 1 72 W 0 1 . 
— — ä > PI * 
o ai; AT x on N 
— te p . 
Da 
2 — — r rr 
DS r . > 
> EE l \ . —_ 2 — 
— — —  — — — 
Free ee = 


248 Teo ATHENIAN: LETTERS. | 


5 LETTE R deceive and i le thoſe who 1 IP" to them. And cough they 2 


— are leſs conſiderable now than they were formerly, yet they will till 
keep up the ſame diſguiſe and artifice of a myſterious ſecrecy. There 
is no ſet of men ſeem more to affect a recluſe and contemplative 
| life, or to live more abſtracted from all ſecular cares and concern. | 
ments. They affect a ſingular preciſeneſs in all their actions, a 
 llowneſs in their ſteps and motions, much gravity in their mien and 
habits, with a ſettled countenance, that ſeldom or ever is changed by 
ſmiles . The night they dedicate to the obſervation of the heavenly 
bodies, or to certain ceremonies of purification, which they per- 
form at ſtated hours; the day to the worſhip of their gods, whom 
they celebrate both at the ſun-riſing, and at noon, and in the after. 
noon, and at the cloſe of the evening. 'The moſt general Rudy that 
employs them at other times, is arithmetick and geometry, in which 
ſciences they are always labouring to make further diſcoveries, and 
inveſtigate new truths. And to them it muſt be confeſſed the greateſt 
improvements in thoſe ſciences have been owing. Neither is there 
any art, of which they do not arrogate to themſelves the firſt inven- 
tion. For the moſt celebrated philoſophers, poets, and law-givers 
of other nations are mentioned in the ſacred regiſters of this college, 
as having reſided ſometime among them, and ſubmitted to the diſ- 
cipline of their order. Of the moſt eminent they have taken care 
to preſerve a ſtatue or picture, performed in the taſte of the age 
wherein each illuſtrious perſon flouriſhed. They have ſeveral un- 
couth figures with the names of Oxp Rus, MusEvs, and MELAM- 
pus, engraven on the ſtone ; and a DzDaLvs, in the manner of bis 
ſtatues, ſaid to be his own work. Among the reſt is the Spartan i 
Lrcuxcus, and the Athenian SOLON, PYTHAGORAs of Samos, 
and the immortal HoMER, whe in his eee of bay” infernal | 
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Joining territories. 
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1 ould Fg that the prieſts truſt not their own memory to 


written regiſters, any more than that of other famous men. At 
Thebes I was ſhewn a ſingle pedigree *, which entirely filled a large 
| temple, deducer from father to ſon through more than 300 genera- 
tions, and every ſucceſſion. in it repreſented by a coloſs of wood 


regions, which fable Orenevs introduced into the religious doctrines L 
and myſteries of Greece, debe alludes to chis ” and: the ad- — 


1 - 
# 2 * 
33 49 
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dreſſed in the habit of the time when each Piromi, as they called 5 


them, or worthy, lived. To this pedigree not a few of the preſent 
race lay claim, and I think it is carried up to the ſons of the Dioſ- 


curi. For as they boaſt that their mythology, with all their learn- 
Ing, was received from the firſt Thoth, or MERCURY, they likewiſe 
celebrate with a particular reverence the memory of an ancient order, 


called the Cabiri, who were his counſellors and ſecretaries, and aſ- 
ſiſted i in eſtabliſhing that mythology, and the myſteries of a falſe re- 


ligion, which from Egypt and Phcenicia were propagated into 


Greece by t them or their immediate deſcendants, They were eight 
brethren, ſons of SyDYc, a contemporary of CHRONUs, of whom 
IosoRTRHRUS Or X#SCULAPIUS was one, and they were the ſame 
with the Corybantes and the Dioſcuri of the Greeks: and their 
worſhip with certain myſteries was very early eſtabliſhed in -Samo- 
thrace, Imbrus, and other iſles of the Egean ſea. The Cabiri had 


a temple at Memphis T, which was inacceſſible to any except the 


prieſts. But CAMBYSES, when he ravaged the other temples. of 
Egypt, entered into this, and ſcoffing at their images, which were 
deformed like that of VULCAN, ſet fire to it. MERCURY was the 


br author of a celeſtial 1 N of the world, and oy” him and the 


* plies buen. 143. # nos. li. ili. c. 37. 
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Cabiri the hero gods began firſt to be conſecrated! into „ }t 
— divinities; j and the prieſts ſcruple not to declare, that they had the 


bodies of thoſe gods embalmed and depoſited among them , and 


that they worſhipped the relicks of their bodies here on earth, while 


their ſouls ſhone as ſtars in heaven. Thus Os1R1s firſt was 


worſhipped as the ſun, though his relicks were conſecrated in the 


myſteries of Is1s, and his tomb ſhewn at Nyſa | in Arabia. And 


though he be acknowledged as a divinity in his own name, yet the 


prieſts intimate, that he ſtill receives divine honours in the worſhip 
of that luminary, to which the famous temple of HELIOPOL1s | is 


dedicated. And indeed the name of Os1RK1s ſignifies in their lan- 


guage a thing with many eyes f, with alluſion to the ſun, that darts 


its rays into every corner, and as it were ſurveys the whole earth, 


In the temple there is a throne of opal, which dazzles with an in- 
expreſſible brightneſs when the rays ſtrike upon it. But there is 


no ſtatue for the ſun ; and the prieſts ſay, they make no image 


for the ſun and moon in their temples, becauſe every man ſees them 


daily in the heavens. Yet in the proceſſion that is made for con- 


ſulting the oracle of that god, a jointed ſtatue of him is carried, 


which gives its anſwers by motions {F. In this ceremony the prieſts 
are attended by the principal perſons of the country. They ſhave 


their heads, and obſerve a long continence before it begins. The 


pillars throughout the temple are of the Pyrite ſtone, the roof of 
gold and ivory, but diverſified with inimitable art ||. The doors 
are of ſilver I; round the ſides are figured the twelve ſigns of the 
year, under the emblems of Egyptian deities. Within the pre- 
eincts of this famous temple is a ſtupendous obeliſk dedicated to the 


fun by RAMESSEs, one of their ancient kings, or rather intended 


* PLUTARCH. de Is1D. & Oslo nx. | + Diop. Sic. lib. i. c. 1. 

+ Lucian de Dea Syria, $ Macros, SATURN. lib. i. c. 23. 

1 Kircarr Obeliſc. Pamphil. lib. i. c. 5. 1 Ovip, Metam. deſcript. regiæ ſolis. 
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for a monument to perpetuate his own honour. The height of it L ETT: * 

is ninety- nine feet, and each of the ſides four cubits. Every ſide is — 

divided into three rows with hieroglyphical figures and inſcriptions. 

RAMESSES is intitled upon it, Lord of the aworld, guardian of Agypt, 

and conqueror of foreign nations, with many other glorious characters, 

that ſet him forth as a perſon highly favoured by the gods, and 

nearly related to them, as it was cuſtomary from the earlieſt times to 

flatter their kings with a divine original. CAMBYSES, when he 
attacked this city, and had ſet fire to the buildings, before it reached — Er 
the obeliſk, out of a particular veneration for that magnificent pile, | | 


ordered the e to be * Ae. 1 


1. 1 N r n « {2 
CLEAN DER to HYDASPES. From Megara. | 
A- Limagined thy curioſity will be excited to know the particulars 
of our Olympic expedition, I ſhall write a regular account of 


what occurs moſt remarkable during the courſe of it; and I defire 
thou wilt communicate a copy of this letter to the chief IDE... 


In the morning, before we began our journey, Pu1LzMON, who 
ſtrictly adheres, not only to the eſſentials of religion, but to every 
point of decency which an exact obſervance of the ceremonial part 
requires, invited us to partake in a ſacrifice to MERCURY and 
HEcATE, the gods protectors of travellers, at his houſe. When 
that was finiſhed we ſet out, and leaving the city at the weſtern 
gate, ſoon ſtruck into the road which leads to Eleuſis. The country 
about Athens wears at preſent a very . aſpect, from the 

E frequent 
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Mequon cn of the Peloponneſian army. The 5 or vil- 
lages, the habitations of the tribes before they: were united by 


Tuxskus, are moſt of them in ruins; the lands lie uncultivated, 
and the labourers are diſperſed. PHILEMON, as we paſſed along, 


frequently deplored in tears the calamities of war, and ſometimes: 


pointed out to us, with a pious regard, a grove or fountain ſacred to 


ſome local deity, or the ſepulchre of an old hero, that invites tra- 


vellers to ſtop, and pay a ſhort veneration. The traditions of the 


country relating to theſe ancient monuments, though they are inte- 


reſting to a Grecian, whom they remind of ſome religious inſtitu- 


tion, or remarkable fact in his own hiſtory, would afford but little 


entertainment to a ſtranger; and therefore I ſhall only mention ſuch 


as are particularly remarkable. On one fide of the way is a tomb 


erected to the herald ANTHEMOCRITUS, killed (as the Athenians 
affirm) by the Megareans, to whom he was ſent on an embaſſy juſt 
before the breaking out of this war. A little further you meet with 
an altar to ZEPHYRVUS, and a ruſtic temple to CRxRES, in memory of 
her wanderings.in ſearch of PROSERPINE. On the other fide of the 


river Cephiſſus you may obſerve an altar to JUPITER the placuble, 


where THESEVS is faid to have expiated himſelf after the murder of 
the robber SI NISs, his relation. Eleuſis is a ſmall town, celebrated 
for the myſteries performed there to the honour of CERES and PRo- 
SERPINE. As it is lawful for none but the initiated to enter into 
the temple and myſtick cell, which they tell you is capable of hold- 
ing as many people as a theatre, I can give no account of the inſide. 
The front is ſumptuous, and adorned with a large portico of Doric 


pillars. | The country people ſhewed us here' the threſhing-floor of 
Txirrorzuus the ſon of CERES, and a field where the firſt crop 


ever ſown in Greece ſprung up. In memory of ſo ſignal an event, 


ſome barley out of this very field is made into cakes, and uſed in the 


myſterious ſacrifices, The town itſelf receives its name from 
| ELBUSIS, | 
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ELTusis, the ſon of Mrxcunxr and a ſea nymph,” and came into 


leaving Eleuſis we ſoon entered the territory of Megara, which for- 
merly belonged to the Athenians, but in the time of Coprus the 


peloponneſians expelled them, and peopled Megara with a Corin- 


thian colony. As one of the pretended cauſes of the war is the ſe- 
vere decree made at the motion of PERICLES againſt | the Megareans, 
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the Athenian poſſeſſion in the reign of ERRCT Anus, upon con- 
dition that the family of Ev MOLPUS,. then prieſt of CERESs, ſhould 


enjoy the privilege for ever of preſiding at the myſteries. After 


which the Lacedæmonians demanded to have repealed, the people of 


this place are extremely incenſed againſt the Athenians, who in re- 
turn have added a clauſe to their generals oath, that they ſhall an- 
nually invade Megara. Notwithſtanding this enmity between the 
two republicks is carried to ſo vaſt a height, we find a very hoſpi- 
table reception at the houſe of a friend of CrIx IAS, and have ſpent 
two days in ſurveying the temples, and other publick ſtructures of 
the place. The city ſtands on a hill, the ſtreets are ſpacious, and 
adorned with ſome buildings of note. Not far from the gate where 
we entered, is a temple dedicated to DIANA So8PITA, or the Saviour, 
upon an extraordinary occaſion. Whilſt MAR DONIVUs lay encamped 
at Thebes, a party of his troops, that had waſted the country round 
Megara, being upon their retreat, loſt their way in the dark; and 
either confounded by their fears, or, as the inhabitants report, miſ⸗ 

led by a deluſion from the goddeſs, imagined that they ſaw a band 
of enemies drawn up againſt them: under this miſtake they diſ 

charged their javelins at the neighbouring rocks, which returned a 
ſound like the groans of dying men. They continued this fanciful 
fight till day-break. When they had waſted their weapons, a real 
one enſued; for in this unarmed condition they were attacked, and 
eaſily ont by the Megareans. Hard by is a grove and temple 
ſacred to TUPITER, The ſtatue of that god, begun by TR EOCO- 
SIMUS 
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hauſted by the continuance of the war, that they are not able to 


| likewiſe the Prytaneum, and a temple of APOLLO. | In the forum is 


been down at Niſza, their port and arſenal ; it ſtands lower than the 


afford ample materials for the obſervation of inquiſitive travellers. 


ATHENIAN. LETTERS, 


SIMUS 5 Megara, aſſiſted by PaJDIas, | is left unfiniſhed, becauſe | 
the publick revenues and the eſtates of private perſons, are ſo ex. 


ſupport the expence of it. The citadel, which takes in a large ſpace 
of ground, contains ſeveral publick buildings ; as the monument 4 
ALCMENA the mother of HERCULES, that of FLIPPOLITA the 
Amazon, and of TzREvs the huſband of PRoGNe. Here ſtand 


the tomb of CHoroEBUs, an ancient hero, who killed a dreadful 
monſter called the Pœna, that was ſent by APOLLO to ravage Ar- 
golis. The ſtory is told in verſe upon the monument, and the bas- 
relief, repreſenting the fight between ChoroEBUs and the Pœna, is 
eſteemed the moſt ancient piece of ſculpture in Greece. I have 


town, and is well furniſhed, vith naval ſtores. A trireme is juſt 8 
come in with advice, that the Athenian fleet is failed with a fair 
wind for Leſbos. We ſhall ſtay here a day more, and then pro- 
ceed for Corinth, which is our next ſtage : from thence I ſhall write 
to the chief ſcribe, as the cuſtoms and antiquities of that city will 


1 cannot give thee a better idea of the bumanity and politench, . 
for which the Grecians are ſo famous, than by concluding with an 
account of the manner in which ſtrangers of any diſtinction are re- 
ceived in the towns through which they paſs. The perſon who en- 
tertains meets his company at the door of his houſe, and condudis 
them into the hall, where he preſents them with bread, wine, and falt, 
which is conſidered as a ſacrifice or libation to JUPITER XENIOs, 
or the Hoſpitable. Then they refreſh themſelves after the fatigues 
of the journey by bathing, which is followed by ſupper, accom- 


panied with muſick, or the enlivening Poetry of ſome wandering 


Aoidos, 


ATHENTAN LETTERS. „ 


Aides, or bard. It i is. baſtommey" at parting for the Ka; and his LETTER = | =_ 
gueſts to interchange ſome little preſents, to divide a piece of money — A 1 
or ivory, as a pledge of eternal friendſhip. 80 inviolably are the 
rites of hoſpitality preſerved, that war itſelf does not deſtroy them. 
The Greeks, potent ſatrap, cannot be ſufficiently commended for e 
paying this ſtrict regard to thoſe common ties that diſtinguiſh man- 
kind from the brutes, and which are agreeable to the · practice of the 


remoteſt ages, as well as to the condition of our nature. Adieu. 
. 0 $ 
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W E have been arrived at Corinth ſome days, which is eſteemed 
one of the richeſt, largeſt, and moſt beautiful cities in Greece · 
lts ſituation, thou muſt have heard, is very extraordinary. It ſtands 

upon a neck of land about five miles over, which joins Peloponneſus 

to the reſt of Greece. This iſthmus lies between the two bays, the 

Crifſzan and the-Saronic, the one formed by the Ionian, the other 

by the Ægean ſea, Upon each of theſe bays the Corinthians have 
an harbour, one called Lechzum, and the other Cenchreæ. The 

latter is the moſt conſiderable. Here ftands likewiſe a temple to 

NEPTUNE, where the ſtatues of the victors at the Iſthmian games 

are erected ; ; a theatre, and a ſtadium. The approach to the town 

through a grove of cypreſs trees is very pleaſant. The buildings 8 

are moſt of them elegant and ſpacious, and, as well as the ſtatues 
and pictures, finiſhed by the beſt maſters; for this place, amongſt 

other advantages, is celebrated for producing eminent artiſts in archi- 
tecture, painting, and ſculpture. By the favour of ChyLOoN, one of 
the 
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LB T 7x 7 R the. magiſtrates, at whoſe hank we are lodge, I: have ſurveyed al | 
— the eurioſities of Corinth, and ſhall give thee an account of the moſt 
remarkable. Several of their publick edifices ſtand round the forum. 
| os | In the middle is a ſtatue of 'Minzrva,' with the muſes carved on 
| | 5 the baſe of the pedeſtal. Next to this is an aquedu&t adorned: with 
5 a brazen NepTU NE, at whoſe feet lies a dolphin, that ſpouts out - 
water. On each fide ariſe the ſuperb temples of Venus, ForTuxr, | 
and one dedicated to all the gods. The fountain of Priene lies at 
the foot of the craggy mountain Acrocorinthus: it is ſo named from 
the nymph PRIENE, who lamented the death of her daughter, killed 
accidentally at the chace by Diana, with ſuch. torrents of tears, 
that ſhe was turned into a ſpring. The water is remarkable for the 
ſweetneſs of its taſte. The fountain is adorned with white marble, 
a ſtatue of AeoLLO, and a bas-relief W the ge between 
 ULyssES and the ſuitors. 


The citadel is built upon the on of Acrocorinthus ; and 1s W 
both by the natural ſituation of the place, and the advantages it has 
received from art, impregnable. From hence you have the fineſt 
proſpect imaginable of the Tonian and Ægean ſeas. Whilſt we 
were viewing the citadel, we ſaw three Corinthian gallies engaged 
with as many Athenian ; the latter ſeemed to be ſuperior, till two 
more failing from Cenchrea to join their countrymen, they were 

_ obliged to bear away before the reinforcement came up. The baths 
at Corinth are magnificent, particularly thoſe of NEPTUNE; at the 
entrance are two ftatues of the god leaning on an anchor, and 

Diana in an hunting dreſs. The aqueducts and fountains are nu- 
merous, and give a coolneſs to the city in the greateſt heats of 
ſummer. One, called the fountain of Lerna, is ſurrounded with 
rows of trees, and ſupported by marble columns, and there are ſeats 


round it, covered with n Its neighbourhood to the gymna- 
ſium 


P E 
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the city. They boaſt here of ſeveral pieces of the ſculptor Bx 


DALUS, which, though rough and unpoliſhed, ew: a fire and 9 
that ſupply the wallt 6 of correctneſs. „ 4M 


The Corineblians: are” much inclined” to WF and diverſion; > the + 
maſculine ſimplicity of Sparta i is unknown to them, neither do ex 
deſs whom. 


cultivate learning like the Athenians. Vanvus'is the go 
they adore moſt fervently ; - their ſtreets are erowded with her temples, 


and almoſt every day in the kalendar is marked by ſome ſeflivat to : 


her honour, The hoſpitality, which "fo 


ceived with the politeneſs of neighbours and friends; and thou 
mayeſt imagine there are no ſmall numbers of Athenians, who take 


this place in their way to Olympia. I have found no difficulty 1 in 
prevailing with my company to ſtay here ſome days longer. I pro- 


poſe by it to gain time for making a diſpatch to the ehief ſcribe. 
My delay proceeds likewiſe from a more private motive: Hippras 
ſends we word, that he will join our Olympic party from Epheſus 
in a few days. We ſhall afterwrards proceed directly through Ar- 


golis, Achaia, and Elis, to the games. 1 kifs thy robe, noble ſatrap, 


and bid thee adieu, wiſhing thou mayeſt find the fame entertainment 


in my letters that I receive from the circumſtances which occafion 


them, 


. 


. . 


*S 


12 rly diſtinguiſhes | 
the Greeks, prevails here in the fame degree that it does every where 


elſe. Our quality of enemies does not hinder us from being re- 


— 


ſium and MY theatre render it the moſt . of any in L | LETTE 4 
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el LX VII * 


Curanpen, to Cons. From Corinth. 


LETTER xx 6 city how: 11 now am, „ piohin: lord, hath ending eue „ 
: Warte revolutions in its government. From a little obſcure town 
called Ephyra, it was raiſed into a kingdom by SISYPHUS, whoſe 
poſterity reigned over it near two hundred years. They were diſ- 
poſſeſſed by the Heraclidz, or deſtendants.of HERCULES ; and theſe 
in their turn gave way to the Bacchidæ, a noble Corinthian family, 
which took the adminiſtration of affairs into their hands, and elected 
an annual magiſtrate out of their own body, whom they called the 
Prytanis. During their government, the Corinthians planted the two 
famous colonies of Syracuſe and Corcyra, which are both grown to 
| ſuch a height of power and wealth, as to have no ſort of dependance 
on their mother city. Thou knoweſt, that the quarrels. of the latter 
with Corinth, relating to Epidamnus, were the firſt ſparks that ſet 
Greece in a flame. CyesELVUs the ſon of LABDA, of the race of 
the Bacchidz, who for her deformity had been married out of it, 
fulfilled the Delphic oracle, by diſſolving this ariſtocracy, and uſurp- 
ing the throne. Through the mildneſs of his temper, and the po- 
pularity of his behaviour, he reigned quietly thirty years, and leſt 
the crown at tris death to his ſon PERIANDER. | The Corinthians 
ſtill retain the utmoſt abhorrence for the memory of this tyrant. His 
fear of the people made him always keep a ſtrong guard about his 
perſon, and take off the heads of the moſt eminent citizens. Nor 
was his cruelty confined to the publick ; it exerted itſelf equally in 
private life. He put his wife MEL1s84A to death at the On | 
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of his FR "WA and baniſhed his ſon 1e to ä I 5 


for reſenting the ill- treatment of his mother? PER ANDER after 
wards ſent for him to ſettle the ſucceſſion upon him; but the Cor- | . 
cyreans, apprehenſive that the old tyrant would come and reign over i 

them, prevented it by killing the young / prince. | This news ſo 

afflicted the father, that he died for grief at the age of fourſcore. 

The Corinthians took hold of ſo favourable an opportunity to re- 

ſume their liberties, and eſtabliſhed a government, which is a * 5 

ture of ariſtocracy and democracy. The ſenate is is perpetual, and 
choſen out of a certain number of the moſt ancient families; but 


the aſſemblies of the people have a * ſhare of ä 5 


—— « — 2 5 4 —— — * 
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The fituation and naval force of Corinth — — it one of the malt 
conſiderable ſtates in Greece. By the former they command the 
Tonian and Fgean ſeas, and poſſeſs the only paſs of communication 

between Peloponneſus and the continent; for which reaſon the 
citadel, or Acrocorinthus, 1 is uſually called the Eye, and the city the 
Fetter, of Greece. Had XERXES, after forcing the ſtraits of Ther- 
mopylæ, marched directly to the Iſthmus, before che united forces 
of Greece were aſſembled there, and the fortifications co ,mpleted, 
which were raiſed to defend the country, he muſt have made him- 
ſelf maſter of Corinth, and would then have had two fine harbqurs 
for his ſhips to lie in, and a ſecure retreat for his land army. Had 
he even loſt a battle, he might have waited here for reinforcements ; 5 
nor would the lord of millions have been reduced to che neceſſity of 
croſſing the Helleſpont in a fiſhing- boat. Suffer not, illuſtrious 
ſatrap, the misfortunes of our anceſtors to diſcourage thoſe who 
ſucceed chem; let them rather ſerve to improve their conduct. 
When Perſia would revenge the ſhame which ſhe ſuffered at Salamis, 
this ſhould be her firſt enterprize ; and to render the ſucceſs more 
aſſured, I ſend plans of the citadel, and the entrance into the ports of 
LL 2 1 Lechæum, 
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TIN und Cenchrea, which with Ereat difficulty; I bas FEY 
The Corinthian fleet is at preſent the moſt conſiderable in Ortes 
next to the Ahenian. They fitted out twenty-five gallies t : 
KERXES, made an equipment of ſixty in the war with Nes 
engaged PHORMIO Iſt TOE th 1 80 Kin eee T0 od - 


I trauſinit-t to W inbloſed he dniligents which. our: dis 


brought from Athens, by which thou mayeſt perceive the ſtate of 
affairs there ſinee my departure; and when I n e 


1 thall — the e. eee 
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Extract 7 of a Letter from Allens 


A trireme is arrived from rip pibzs, with advice, that upon ki 


arrival before Mitylene, he found the inhabitants appriſed of his od : 


pedition, and that they had deferred their annual ſolemnity ; 45 that 

they utterly refuſed to comply with his demands, and had even 
attempted to ſurprize ſome of his ſhips, which by ſtreſs of weather 
were ſeparated from the reſt, but were ſoon repulſed. As he ap- i 
prehended he had not ſtrength to reduce the iſland, he had complied 


with their offer of making a ſuſpenſion of arms, and e over 
deputies to Athens. 


Extract of another Latter, 


The deputies of Leſbos are juſt: ypon their „ 3 
ſucceſs. We ſuſpect that they only came to gain time, ſince we have 
eertain information that their ambaſſadors are on their way to the 
general aſſembly of the allies at Olympia. We are preparing a re- 
inforcement of twenty gallies for CL1Pp1DEs,,and hear that ten from | 
Corcyra have joined him; ſo chat the por of Mitylene is ener 
blocked up. 22 
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oy ion P HrpasPrs. From Olympia. 


A* 1 3 to had . athens, is not. — LETTER 


able, I ſhall proceed to lay before thee ſome farther particulars | — | 


of my Olympick expedition. The firſt town of note we arrived at, 
after leaving Corinth, was Sicyon, a large and flouriſhing city, for- 


merly governed by kings, but now a republican ſtate. From thence 
we croſſed the river Aſopus, and proceeded through the delightful 


plains of Arcadia, and the territory of Elis, to Olympia. We have 
found ſufficient employment ſince our arrival, in viewing the anti- 


quities and curioſities of the place, particularly the temple of Juri- 


TER OLYMP1US, the grove called Altis, wherein it is built, and the 


plain of Pelops. The architect of this temple was LI BO the Elean. 


It is covered on the roof with marble cut in the form of tiles, and 
the ſhell of the ſtructure is white ſtone; on the top of the pediment 


is a ſtatue, Victory holding a golden buckler, engraven with Me- 


duſa's head; a preſent of the Lacedzmonians and Argives after the 


battle of Tanagra, to the Athenians. The pediment of the prin- - 


cipal front is adorned with ſculpture, repreſenting the ſtory of PE- 


LY PS winning the daughter of OEN OM AUS king of Elis, at the cha- 


riot courſe. It is ſaid to be the work of a native of Mendez, a city 


in Thrace. In the pediment of the back front, is the battle of the 


Centaurs and the Lapithæ, executed by ALCAMENES, a celebrated 
Athenian ſculptor. Two brazen gates afford a ſpacious entrance into 
the body of the temple, and two ranges of columns, ſupporting two 
galleries raiſed to a very eonſiderable height, lead up to the throne 
of 1 VPITER, The eyes of every ſpectator muſt be immediately 
ſtruck 
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LETTER "TY with the ſtatue of that deity at the upper end, which "2 
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Ln——— nearer it is approached the more it excites admiration. This ſtatue 


is univerſally eſteemed the maſter-piece of Pips, who took his 
idea of it from a ſublime deſcription | in Home of that god. The 
materials are gold and ivory. The image has on its head a crown 
of gold reſembling the branches of an olive tree. In his right hand 
he holds a Victory, formed of gold and ivory; in his left a ſceptre, 


exquiſitely poliſhed, inlaid with a variety of metals, and ſurmounted 


with an eagle. The mantle is gold, embroidered with various ani- 
mals and flowers. There is a ſerene majeſty in the look, which at 
once creates love and veneration, and puts one in mind of Homrr's 
epithet for him, The father of gods and men. The throne is anſwer- 
able to the magnificence of the deity who fills it. It is embelliſhed 
on all ſides with different ornaments. At the four corners of the 
throne are ſeen the graces and hours in a circling dance ; at the bot- 
tom are two lions, one of which holds a ſhield in his paw, whereon 
is ſculptured the battle of Tus EUS and the Amazons. Before all 
theſe, is raiſed an encloſure breaſt-high; where the pencil of PA NE - 
dus has exerted itſelf in painting ſuch ſubjects as may have a proper 

effect to animate thoſe ſpectators who intend to enter the liſts. 
There is HERCULES relieving PROMETHEUS ; the ſame hero ſup- 


porting the globe, in the room of ATLAs. The prieſt who accom- 


panied us, told us, that PRI DI As, after he had finiſhed the ſtatue, 
having begged of JoeITER to give him ſome token that his work- 


manſhip had not diſpleaſed him, immediately the pavement near 


him was ſtruck with lightning; and in memory of the miracle, a 
brazen urn was placed over the ſpot. I could not help looking at a 


row of pillars in the ſanctuary, which are hung round with tablets 
of treaties between the Grecian ftates, - depoſited, as it were, under 


the guardianſhip of JupiTER.' But their reverence to the ſupreme 
deity is not ſo powerful an incitement to preſerve the articles of them 
inviolate, 


— 
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theſe wonderful performances, which do ſo much honour to the 


Grecian maſters, to walk over the reſt of the temple, and particu= 


| larly to ſurvey that noble collection of preſents and offerings, which 
are made either by victors at the games, to ſhew their gratitude, or 
by princes and foreign ſtates, to teſtify their veneration to the god. 
There are laid up in the ſacred treaſury; vaſes emboſſed with gold, 
robes ſtiff with embroidery and gems, ſtatues and 8 which 
not only dazzle, but fatigue the ſight. Lou ſee partic 
and four brazen horſes, ſent by CyNI1sCA, wa of Aera 


uus king of Sparta, the —_ * of her ſex whe * won the chariot- 
prize at 1 


When we had ſatisfied our as within the 8 we were 


led out of a gate in the northern ſide into the Pelopion, or plain of 


Pelops, which is planted with rows of trees, interſperſed with innu- 


merable altars and ſtatues of divinities and heroes. The Pelopion 
and Altis incloſe above ſixty. of the former alone, conſecrated to the 


different deities of Greece. Near the gate ſtands an altar to Olym- 
pian Ju ir x, of a very ſingular ſtructure; for it is wholly built out 
of aſhes from the thighs of the ſacrificed victims. Several ſteps 
lead to the top; the firſt half are ſtone, the others are made of a 
cement of aſhes, mixed with water from the river Alpheus, which 
runs by Olympia round the walls of the Altis. And in the neigh- 
bourhood of it are erected the ſtatues of the moſt renowned amongſt 
thoſe who have gained prizes at the games, with inſcriptions ſigni- 


fying the number of crowns they have won, and ſometimes that i 


they were the firſt who conquered at ſuch an exerciſe, Here is one 
of the famous MiLo of Crotona, who, after winning ſix prizes. at 


Olympia, and as many at Delphi, is come, though advanced in years, 
to 


intereſt or reſentment is to induce them toinfings 1 LETTER 


them; Our company was with difficulty drawn away from viewing 


x: 


LETTER 
LXIX. 
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prize; and the expences are defrayed out of the fines ſet upon them. 


had tainted the ſanctity of the games. It concludes with an ad 
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to put in kis claim! for the thirteenth victory. . F 
the town, near the mountain Cronius, are monuments to the eternal 
infamy of ſuch as either by fraud or corruption have obtained the 


An inſcription on the ſtatue of one Eurorus records, that he Rad 
bribed three of his competitors at wreſtling, and was the firſt cho 


nition, that the Olympic palm was not to be acquired by money, 
but addreſs and vigour alone. I ſhall juſt mention the temple of 


Juno, which ſtands north of the Pelopion, whoſe ſplendor and 
magnificence is far eclipfed by. that of the thunderer. The fta« 


tues are many of them in the old taſte. The greateſt rarity is a 
coffer, preſented by CyPSELUs tyrant of Corinth, which. would 
take up a letter to deſcribe fully : the ſides are ornamented in the 


richeſt manner with painting and bas-reliefs, that include the moſt 


remarkable ſubjeQs in the fabulous hiſtory of Greece. In the way 
leading to the Prytaneum is a ſtatue of JuP1TER, erected at the joint 
coſt of the Grecian ſtates that fought againſt MARDONTUS at Pla- 


tæa. The names of them, beginning with the Lacedæmonians, fol- 


| lowed by the Athenians and the reſt in order, te enn on "wu 


baſis of the N 1 | CE 
| — „%%% ᷑ð i $6255 ANF WG 

I can aſſure ad potent lord, that nothing 1 have yet ſeen in 
Greece or Aſia equals in any degree the magnificence and elegance 
that appear in the ſtructures here. One may ſay, that architecture, 
painting, and ſculpture, have not only united their utmoſt efforts, 
but even exhauſted the ſecrets of their arts, to render Olympia 
worthy its tutelar deity, and the games exhibited to his honour: 1 


have neither memory nor leiſure to relate the tenth part of the va- 


have pode ſaid, thou wilt not wonder that — fifth 2 renders 


rious entertainment which this place affords me; and from what I 


i 


— 
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* the mitt reſort both of natives and fortly gners. Te cannot con- 


am able to collect upon the ſpot, of the origin and alterations which 


have happened in theſe ancient and celebrated games. There are 


two ſtories equally prevalent i in the country relating to their firſt 
inſtitution ; the one  aſcribes it to the Curetes, JUP1TER's tutors ; ; 


che other to the god himſelf,” after the defeat of the Titans. They 
ſuffered afterwards long interruptions, and were ſeverally Tenewed 
by HxRcULES, and PELOPs, when he had won Hirrop AMA, 

the daughter of OENOMAUS, at a chariot-race. This part of their 
hiſtory is fabulous and uncertain ; but I think all agree that they 
were eſtabliſhed on their preſent oting by IpniTUs, a deſcendant 
of OxyLus, king of Elis, about four hundred and eight years after 
the taking of Troy. It was at that period they took a regular form; 


— 


then gymnaſiums and places of exerciſe were ſet up, and directors 


of the games, or Hellanodicz, appointed. Thoſe officers are now 
nine in number, choſen by lot from amongſt the principal inhabit- 
ants of Elis, whoſe territory is declared ſacred, and thoſe accounted ' 


impious and ſacrilegious who invade it. From en oying theſe: ho- 
nours and immunities, Elis is become one of the beſt peopled ſtates 
in Greece. Every one, of what nation or quality ſoever, who in- 
tends to be a competitor in the games, is obliged to preſent himſelf 
before the magiſtrates in the Prytaneum, and take an oath at the altar 
of JUPITER there, that he had for the ten preceding months per- 
formed a kind of novitiate in the exerciſes, which he propoſes to 
appear in at the games; and that he would ſtrictly adhere to the 
terms preſcribed for each exerciſe. Then a herald with: a loud voice 
demands, if no one preſent can accuſe the candidate of any crime 
or miſdemeanor, which renders him unworthy 1 to contend for the 
crown of olive. If no objections are made, the name of the Per, 
ſon is enrolled in a CPN. regiſter, and himſelf diſmiſſed till the day 


A 


LX 
clude more properly, than by laying before thee the beſt account I 


von „„ . of 


r & tral, The wreſtlers are divided inte e dee tid wh re "2 
— and that of men; the former are admitted from the age of twelve 
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to ſeventeen. Women are not allowed, under 8 * 1 to ted 
Deb at 1 * of no a 00 


As che games, which are always fixed for the Full m. moon in E W 
hi will begin in a few days, thou mayeſt expect that this letter 


will ſoon be followed by another, containing a tall account of _ 
whole repreſentation, Farewell. 
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LETTER INS; 


1 * 53 


HYDASPES 4 CLEANDER. | 
1 CAN: no longer contain myſelf, CLEANDER, from returning my 
thanks for thoſe agreeable letters I have received from thee on thy 
journey to Olympia. I value thy friendſhip above all I have con- 
tracted, ſince it is ſo. far from cooling in a foreign climate, that it 


grows warmer in abſence, and perpetually turns thee -back to thy 


country and acquaintance, amidft a variety of new . to en- 
gage thy attention. o 


L imagine ere this time thou art informed of Sacas's . conſpiracy 
by the noble Gosrias, and the ſeveral ſteps which have been al- 
ready taken in that affair. The queen-mother and the fair I 
maſcan having- found the king inexorable to their prayers in * 
vour of the criminal, at laſt withdrew their interceſſion. Nothing 
then remained but to put the ſentence of the ſupreme council in 
execution: however, it was firſt tought proper that he ſhould be 


privately 
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privately examined befo! MeGaBYzUs and the chief feribe. Upon e e 
that vecaſion, T am told, diſcoveries of importance were extorted — N 
from him by the rack; and that he has accuſed many of the ſatraps - 
of Media, who were involved in the ſame guilt. This report is a 

. good deal confirmed by the expreſs, who went lately i into that pro- 

vince with orders from our potent monarch, that Pant DATES, . 

Minus, and OXYATHRES, three Median lords, ſhould repair to 

Babylon without delay. He brings word, that the latter is fled, and 

that his two accomplices, | not ſuſpecting the danger, are ſecured by | 

a ſtrong guard. GoBRYAS is much buſied in watching the intrigues - | 7 
of thoſe, who are endeavouring to trace out from what quarter - 
theſe horrid practices were laid open. A few days ſince the perfidious | 
eunuch received the juſt reward of his treaſons, and was boated, 
according to the ſevere penalties infſicted on traitors by the law of 
Perſia, The hunting feat, that belonged to him in the foreſt of 
Niſa, and all his riches, are confiſcated to the king's uſe, which are 
valued at more than an hundred thouſand darics. I have myſelf 
ſome deſign of applying for a grant of the former, as it will be a 
very convenient receſs for me, whenever a change in the mini- 


ſtry, che death of my royal maſter, or the infirmities of old age, 
oblige me to leave the toilſome attendance of a court life. 2 


PYRACMON the Lacedzmonian agent is gone back to Sparta, with- 
out an audience of leave. For as he has never appeared regularly 
in the character of a publick miniſter during his ſtay here, by reaſon 5 
of his obſtinate refuſal to comply with the ceremony of proſtration 
at his arrival, it was impoſſible for me to admit him into the king's 
preſence. At the ſame time that the ruling magiſtrates in Lacedæmon 
have recalled PYRACMON, they have ſent us another in his room, 


whoſe name is NICANDER. From the judgment L have been able 


to form of him, he is as ſtrange a creature as his countryman, and 
1 M M 2 | "36: 
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LETTER 3 18 poſſe of all the aconthuck. and indie; which — "Tk . ; 
— herent in every member of that military republick. . As ſoon as 
he came within the walls of the palace, he deſired to be preſented to 
ARTAXERXES as a commiſſioner from Thebes, that he e avoid 
going through the forms of an audience in che quality of a Lace. 
dqæmonian; and being aſked, if he had brought any powers from 
| CR iuat ſtate to treat with the Great King; he replied, Ves, but that bis 
1 IE inſtruQions were more conſiderable from his native city. I was 
=_ - 1 ordered by the miniſters of our ſublime court to tell him, that this 
i . Was regarded as a trifling evaſion of the homage paid to our ſove- 
reign by the miniſters of every ſtate ; and that though he intended 
it to preſerve (as he proudly thought) the dignity of a Spartan, yet 
ſuch mean and ſhifting arts were much below the character of po- 
liteneſs, which the Greeks aſſumed to themſelves; ; and he muſt 
. conſent to be received as an Embaſſador from Lacedzmon, or not at = 
all. The delivery of this meſſage had its due weight; and in a 
ſurly 1 manner he ſubmitted. But I obſerved, when I conducted him 
18 5 into the royal chamber, agreeably to the uſual ceremony, he dropped 
; a ring, which he wore upon his finger, and in ſtooping to recover 
it, made an aukward reverence to our monarch. I ſaw immedi- 
ately, by the reſentment which ſparkled in the king's eyes, that 
this behaviour gave offence, and the conference was ſhort ; but that 
wiſe counſellor MEGABYzUs has adviſed him to n reaſons of 


X 


policy to ſuperſede the motions of anger. 


To give thee a further inſight into the manners of the man, I 
muſt tell thee of a circumſtance, which will excite thy laughter; 
that in all his converſations with GosrYas he diſdains the offered 
civility of that courteous miniſter, by throwing his body on the 
floor of the apartment, where they meet together, inſtead of reſting . 
bimſelf upon the ſofa of ſtate, It was intimated to me one day, 

that 


f | | . . 
: | 1 
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that it it would be proper to invite NicanpRR to an entertalt en 
of dancing and muſick, which was ordered that evening in the 
magnificent hall of Darius, I took INTAPHERNES along with 
me, and we went about noon to wait upon Nic AND ER. We were 
introduced to him without any form, and found him dining alone 


very heartily on a meſs of the famous black broth, which I con- 
jecture from the coarſe appearance of it muſt be a deteſtable repaſt 
to any but a Lacedæmonian ſtomach. The perſon who attended 


25 him, was an Helot ſlave, whom. he had brought along with him 
to Babylon, becauſe of his happy talent in preparing it. He re- 
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ceived my invitation very coldly, and anſwered me with rough- 
neſs, declaring, that he came upon a matter of buſineſs, not a 


party of pleaſure. We left him with a contempt for the narrow- 


| neſs of his temper, and a thorough n of his nnn 


to ſerve in foreign negotiations. 


ks 


CRATIPPUS, the  ſophiſ of Rhodes, who is been enplojed "0 
fome time in GoBRYAs's office, informed me yeſterday under the 
ſeal of ſecrecy, that he was going upon a private expedition to 


Sparta; and that he ſhould be very glad to maintain a corre- 
ſpondence with one, whom he had ſo high an opinion of as your- 
ſelf. He ſaid, although that city was at a conſiderable diſtance 


from Athens, yet, as he fancied you and he ſhould be almoſt the 
only well-wiſhers to the king of Perſia in the territories of Greece, 
he would certainly find a method of communicating his thoughts 


to you frequently and without reſerve. I congratulate thee, CLz- 


ANDER, on being joint-labourer with a perſon of CRATIPPUS'S : 


uncommon parts and learning. He is a man of ſuch dexterity 


and addreſs, | that whether he converſes with the ſuperſtitious 
Egyptians, or the effeminate Ionians, whether he conforms to the 


n of 3 Perſians, or the As of the Medes, he is 
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* „1 * K is poſſeſſed of all the. uncouthneſs and 1e which ſown "0 3 
— herent in every member of that. military- republick. . As ſoon az 
he came within the walls of the palace, he deſired to be preſented to 
ARTAXERXES as a commiſſioner from Thebes, that he might avoid 
going through the forms of an audience in the quality of a Lace. 
dzmonian ; and being aſked, if he had brought any powers from 
that ſtate to treat with the Great Bang; ; he ge Ke but "hot bis 


re by the 9 of our ſublime court to tell. Fora his this 
was regarded as a trifling evaſion of the homage paid to our ſove- 


reign by the miniſters of every ſtate; and that though he intended 


it to preſerve (as he proudly thought) the dignity of a Spartan, yet 

ſuch mean and ſhifting arts were much below the charaQer of po- 
liteneſs, which the Greeks aſſumed to themſelves; and he muſt 

. conſent to be received as an Embaſſador from Lacedæmon, or not at 
all. The delivery of this meſſage had its due weight; and in a 
ſurly manner he ſubmitted. But I obſerved, when I conducted him 
into the royal chamber, agreeably to the uſual ceremony, he dropped 

a ring, which he wore upon his finger, and in ſtooping to recover 
it, made an aukward reverence to. our monarch. I ſaw immedi- 
ately, by the reſentment which ſparkled in the king's eyes, that 

this behaviour gave offence, and the conference was ſhort ; but that 
wiſe counſellor MeG@aByzus has adviſed him to ſuffer reaſons of 


* 


policy to ſuperſede the motions of anger. 


To give thee a i inſight into the manners of the man, I 
muſt tell thee of a circumſtance, which will excite thy laughter ; ; 
that in all his converſations with GokRTAs he diſdains the offered 
civility of that courteous miniſter, by throwing his body on the 
floor of the apartment, where they meet together, inſtead of reſting 
himſelf upon the ſofa of ſtate, It was intimated to me one day. 

that 
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that it would be proper. to invite NicaxbER to an entertainmer 
of dancing and muſick, which was ordered that evening in the 
magnificent hall of DARlus. I took INTARERRRES along with 
me, and we went about noon to wait upon NIicAN DER. We were 
introduced to him without any form, and found him dining alone 
very heartily on a meſs of the famous black broth, which I con- 
jecture from the coarſe appearance of i it muſt be a deteſtable repaſt 
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to any but a Lacedzmonian ſtomach. The perſon who attended 


him, was an Helot ſlave, whom he had brought along with him 
to Babylon, becauſe of his happy talent in preparing it. He re- 
ceived my invitation very coldly, and anſwered me with rough- 
neſs, declaring, that he came upon a matter of buſineſs, not a 
party of pleaſure. We left him with a contempt for the narrow 
neſs of his temper, and a thorough a: of his dl 
to ſerve in foreign negotiations. | : 
 Crarreev s, the ſophiſt of Rhodes who has been employed for 
fome time in GoBRYas's office, informed me yeſterday under the 
ſeal of ſecrecy, that he was going upon a private expedition to 
Sparta; and that he ſhould be very glad to maintain a corre- 
ſpondence with one, whom he had ſo high an opinion of as your- 
ſelf. He ſaid, although that city was at a conſiderable diſtance 
from Athens, yet, as he fancied you and he ſhould be almoſt the 
only well-wiſhers to the king of Perſia in the territories of Greece, 
he would certainly find a method of communicating his thoughts 
to you frequently and without reſerve. I congratulate thee,” CLE- 
 ANDER, on being joint. labourer with a perſon of CRATIPPUS' 8 
uncommon parts and learning. He is a man of ſuch dexterity 
and addreſs, that whether he converſes with the ſuperſtitious 
Egyptians, or the effeminate Ionians, whether he conforms to the 
nn, of the * or che n of the Medes, he is 
| r 
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equatty cheerful and agrecable. In a word, he a 
nature for a citizen of the world ; and I dare ſay, will be b 
| pleaſed with the water- creſſes and brown loaves of Sparta, as with 
all the Tick wines and luxury of Afia. Such a character as this, 


which I deſcribe to thee, can only be the reſult of good ſenle and * 
fuperior underſtanding. 
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. hope thou and I, my friend, wall r never be Ihe it . 
be like the deſpicable NreAxpzEx, but rather imitate the rational 
turn of CRATIprus. The manners of various nations are generally 


a8 different as their political intereſts; and it argues a litflenefs of 


mind, to think the peculiarities of ls vir country are drawn out 
of the depths of wiſdom, while the cuſtoms of another deſerve to be 
branded with folly. Thou wilt ſmile: perhaps at a courtier, who 


concludes with the ſpirit of a philoſopher ; ; but I leave it to thy de. 


termination, whether a low partiality to the manners of thoſe who 


inhabit one ſpot upon the globe, in oppoſition to the reſt of the 


world, is not a kind of immorality, as well as a ſulged of ridicule, 
From Babylon: OT l e 2 


L 1 Tr i 
| SurRbis to CLEANDER, 
I Do not know, whether I am more pleaſed or aſhamed at the 


letters I receive from thee. I ought not to want a ſpur to fuch 
an unequal correſpondence; for while thou tranſmitteſt to me fo- 


reign arts and knowledge, the boaſted commodities of Greece, all the | 


return I make is from the cheap and familiar produce of our own. 
W Thy letters convince me of the n cf Greece in valuing 
| herſelf 
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herſelf upon tence, as her property, which thou haſt gained ſuch LETTER 
an inſight i (though it is matter of amuſement to thee, rather — 


than any part of thy buſineſs,) that thou couldſt eaſily tranſplant 
it hither, were it compatible with the policy of our government. 


But the true Perſian maxims would make the refinements of Greece 


needleſs by contracting our wants, and ſecuring us from the in- 


eroachments of luxury, which require ſo many miniſtering and at- 
tendant arts in her retinue. To ſpeak truth, and draw the bow, is 
indeed an abridgment of a true Perſian education ; ; which implies, 


that our bodies ſhould be fitted for the ſervice of our country, and 


our minds habituated to fincerity and virtue. The faculties of man, 
I preſume, cannot be laid out in a more laudable ſervice. How 
little pleaſing ſoever the ſimplicity of this plan may be to a Greek, 


the great ends may more certainly, and with leſs danger of corrup- | 


tion, be attained by it, which they propoſe to themſelves by more- 
indirect and laborious methods of ſtudy. I ſuppoſe the'people of 
Athens defire to hear truth, when they liſten to their orators, and 


theſe are thought beſt qualified to deliver it; yet no man will fay, 


that to ſpeak truth is an art, or requires any labour of the brain. 
What then is meant by the talent of eloquence, which: is attained 
with ſuch difficulty? If it be to conceal truth, or to diſguiſe falſehood, 
fo that it ſhall not be known, or to give it ſo amiable a dreſs, that 
we ſhall receive it knowingly ; this indeed requires ſkill, but is no 
great accompliſhment ; nor ſhould I think myſelf at all obliged to a 
man for being at ſo much pains to lead me out of my way. I gneſs 

the young philoſopher you ſpeak of is not addicted to oratory. 


Doth SoexArESs, who profeſſes and teaches others to ſtudy them- 


ſelves, affect it? I ſcarce believe ſo: the man, who ſearches his 


own breaſt, finds, that truth has a right to precedence there, and 


that the tongue ſhould. interpret the heart. SOCRATES has pru- 


by 


dently * himſelf from the boaſted wiſdom of his country, 
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= bring bis ignorance and diſregard of i it, i in Selen or +1 1 


3 which tends immediately to the cultivation of the mind, and e 


bliſhing an univerſal rule for human actions. This no, doubt STI A 


be his aim, and he ſeems to bid fair for ſucceſs; for he, who 


would preſcribe to others, muſt learn from himſelf what maxims 
he could be content to be governed by. He muſt firſt draw reaſon 
from his own breaſt; and then it will be ratified by. common con« 


ſent, when it comes to be re-applied to the underſtanding of others, 


The ſophiſt impoſes upon us falſe principles; and if our reaſon be 
too - buſy in examining them, he intangles it in inextricable ſub- . 


| tilties. The legiſlator demands our aſſent by the terror of his power 


but SocRATES, like a true rationaliſt, affects not to ſubdue our ur 
paſſions, without leaving every man an appeal to his own judgment, 

and thereby diſtinguiſhes the moraliſt from the politick legiſlator and 
falſe philoſopher, who equally aim at ſubjecting us to their own 
abſolute authority, under pretence of reforming our prejudices. - 
This wiſe man's ſtudy of himſelf may be attended with great con- 
ſequences in bringing to light the dictates of reaſon, which are of 
undeniable authority, and nothing leſs than the original revelation 
of ORoMasDEs. The divine will being thus aſcertained, the wiſe 
and virtuous will have a rational expectation of a recompence to 
their obedience ; and the well-grounded hope of this reward will 
add weight to the reaſons of the moraliſt, and confirm his whole 
ſyſtem. It is eaſy for us, whom uncorrupt traditions and the books 


of ZOROASTER have inſtructed in worthy notions of the Deity, 


think what is ſo agreeable to our reaſon may be traced out by. it 


alone. But if human reaſon is inſufficient to penetrate ſo far into 
the divine ceconomy, may OROMASDES put himſelf in the way. of 
this glorious inquirer ; and thus perhaps ſhall his doctrine diffuſe 
itſelf univerſally, and the holy flame be lighted up in the temples of 
the weſt, Thou ſeemeſt, CLEANDER, to have no mean n opinion of of 


a 
993 | { 0 


a 7 | * II [- 5 00 Eer T Ty * 
G Greek philotophers, 10 "Os mayeſt think them worth: unde- 


ceiving/in ſome wrong conceptions of the Perſian religion. When — 
t deſcendant of LEER DUS H, accompanied XAXESC 8 


OTANEs, the gre: 
into Greece, he ſhed the firſt dawn of divine light amongſt them; 


but they are perpetually miſinformed by travellers, who attend 


only to'appearat ces, and repreſent ſome external rites, which they 
obſerve amongſt us, as the ſubſtance of our worſhip. ' I have been 


told, they have adopted ſome of the rites of Egypt which the 
Egyptians themſelves uſed only as a ſymbol; ſo inſenſible are they 


to what is myſterious and exalted. They have no other than viſible 


objects of adoration ; and their apprehenſion ſeems at a loſs in 
every thing that is veiled from the ſenſe. Thus becauſe we reli- 
giouſly preſerve the purity of the elements, and think it impious by 
any unnatural commixture to pollute” them, which in the creation. 
were ſeparated and ordered tg be kept without defilement, they call 


us worſhippers of theſe elements; a miſtake into which HERO- 
porus himſelf is fallen. L once met with a Greek, whoſe i ignorance 
of my character made him uſe his national freedom towards me: 
Greece, ſaid he, has no reaſon to regret the attempts which Perſia 


has made on her liberty, ſince ſhe has been rewarded with immortal 

honour; and the barbarity of XERXES will be an eternal ſtain to 
Perſia, who deſtroyed all the temples of Greece, from a pretended 

| diſlike of the uſe of them, while ſtill they were approved in Perſia, 


I told him, they were deſtroyed, becauſe they were ſaid to contain 
a God within them, which was found to be no other perhaps than 


an image of wood, which had been made and placed there by its 


worſhippers. To this he gave me what he thought a very ſufficient 
anſwer, that, inſtead of burning the temples, XERXES ſhould have 
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ſet fire to the images, which would in that condition have been fit 1 


objects for a Perſian worſhipper. The petulance of the man be- 


trayed his ignorance, who had not made himſelf * far acquainted 
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— USHT brought down from heaven, to r 


is not more neceſſary to the bodie ſbing influ ——__ £ 
the . is to the ſouls of men. 1 9: py Fog 
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with us, as to know, that fire was a facred ſymb ; din 


. cheri 


— mu 


May thy „Allan, CrrandaR, be to nd the 1 


temptuous Greeks to the yoke of Perſia, which they have hitheno 


ſurprizingly eſcaped. Who would have thought but XER. 


joined them to his dominions, when he linked the two 0 ontinents 
together with his fleet! How neat was DaT1s executing his great 
maſter's order, who was commanded to ſend the rehab of 
Athens and Eretria in chains to Perſia? Eretria was incompaſſed 
and taken, and all its proud citizens ſent hither, to gratify the will 
of their conqueror, where they now mourn, their ſervitude. And 
had ſucceſs accompanied our arms at- Marathon, the city, where thou 
now reſideſt, had been unpeopled, and her ſons tranſported to cul- 
tivate the deſert lands of Perſia, or, ſcattered over our numerous 
provinces, had been utterly deprived of all hope of _ theme 
ſelves again into a community. Farewel. 


From Balch _ os. K. : 
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' Cunanpin to Hrpasrzs. | 
HE x games, which raiſed ſo great an 1 and 3 5 
ther ſuch a multitude of ſpectators, are now over; and I be- 
lieve moſt of thoſe, who were preſent, are employed like me in 
giving an account to their abſent friends, of the remarkable circum- 


tances that attended them On the * appointed for the n * 
= 


** 
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ſtadium of Olympia. The ſpot, where the combatants engage, is ina 


the form of an arena or pit, and covere with ſand. The ſeats riſe 
round it one above another. The two firſt days out of the five 
allotted for the celebration of this ſolemnity, were appointed for the 
wreſtling and boxing. The names of the candidates for the prize in 

thoſe exerciſes, were read over before the people by an herald. Th 

a ſilver urn was produced, containing a number of balls equal to 

that of the combatants, and each pair was matched together, who 
drew out two balls, on which the ſame letters of the alphabet were 

| inſcribed. © After the competitors had rendered their bodies firm and 


ſupple by rubbing and pouring oil upon them, they beſmeared them 


with fine ſand, to give the better hold for grappling. Several 
matches went forward at the ſame time. To obtain the victory it 
is requiſite to give two falls, and renew the combat three times. If 
a wreſtler, who is thrown, pulls his adverſary down with him, wy} 
muſt grapple together upon the ground, till one of them getting up- 
permoſt conſtrains the other to aſk for mercy. Then the acclama- 
tions of the ſpectators, which continue with various interruptions | 
whilſt the trial of {kill laſts, are redoubled. - The Hellanodicæ pre- 
ſent the victor with the crown of olive, a branch of palm, and a 
robe, on the very ſpot where he was engaged. In this equipage, 
preceded by à herald, he croſſes the ſtadium amidſt the ſhouts and 
praiſes of that innumerable concourſe of people. His name and 
country are proclaimed by found of trumpet; flowers, girdles, 
money, and other preſents of that nature, are thrown upon him as 
he paſſes along. An odd accident happened to MiLo of Crotona. 
That famous wreſtler preſented himſelf, but found no antagoniſt ; 
upon which the preſidents of the games called him to preſent him 
with the crown, but as he advanced forwards to receive it, he fell 
down. The people immediately cried out, that one, who could not 
JJ 


\ 


of the games, the whole aſſombly had early taken their places in the LETTER. 
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— conqueror. The old man looked round, and anſwere 


» 


3 EE, 


ATHENIAN/ LETTERS . 


keep! himſelf upon his legs, did not deſerve. the honours an. 
deal of ſpirit, *Tis true I have got one accidental fall, but 1 would 
“ willingly ſee any man amongſt you, who could give me a ſecon 

When theſe matches were over, the Radium was, left clear for 
boxers. They were armed for this rude encounter with the cxſtus, | 
a leathern gauntlet, which folds round the fingers and upper part 
of the hand, and is faſtened at the wriſt, and. ſtrengthened, on the 
* outſide with plates of iron or lead. I muſt own, though the. agility 
and ſuppleneſs of the wreſtlers, and their various artifices to give or 
avoid a fall, afforded me ſome pleaſure, I could not behold without 
a ſecret horror the rough blows, which the boxers ſo unmercifully 
dealt on each other. It! is no uncommon thing at theſe matches to 
ſee a contuſion raiſed i in the face, an eye ſtruek out, or a Jaw-bone 
cracked, by the tremendous blows of the cæſtus. Axpkorienvs, 
one of the boxers, appeared like an object who intended to excite the 


charity rather than the applauſes of the aſſembly. He loſt an eye 


at Piſa, his foreteeth at N emea, had his naſe flattened at Delphi, 
and was carried off for dead here. That thou mayeſt the better 
judge, how diſagreeable the ſpectacle muſt be to one, in whom cuſ⸗ 
tom has not effaced the ſoft impreſſions of humanity, I will tell thee 


a remarkable incident, to which I was myſelf an eye-witneſs. Two | 


boxers, CREUGAS and DAMOXENES, agreed, on the point of enga- 
ging, to give each other notice of every blow, The agreement 


was ill-kept; for DAMoxENEs having bid his adverſary lift up his 


hand, ſtruck him on the ſide with ſuch violence, that partly with 


the force of the blow, partly the ſharpneſs of his nails, he pierced 


The boxer who- ſhewed moſt ſkill; was 'THEAGENES of Syracuſe. 


his belly, and tore out his entrails. CREU OAS expired on the 
ſpot. The crown was decreed him, though dead, and Damox- 
ENES was puniſhed for his barbarity with perpetual baniſhment, - 


He 
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nchen firength in his wriſts, that metely by 


he obliged him, out of . to reſign d the War. . 


The Pincratiaſls, pentathlol, bad: the Throwens: of the Die 
made their appearance on the third day. The performance of the 


firſt is a mixture of wreſtling and boxing; it borrows from the one 
thoſe violent contortions of the limbs and ſhakes of the body ; from 


the other, the art of ſtriking and avoiding a blow. It is one of 
the rougheſt and moſt dangerous exerciſes, of which we had an 
inſtance in ARACHION of Sparta. That brave Pancratiaſt having 
received ſo violent a ſqueeze from his antagoniſt, that he was on the 
point of being ſtrangled, had ſtrengtfi enough remaining to break 


the other's jaw, and obliged him to aſk for mercy, though the 


victor himſelf expired the moment after. The Hellanodicz ordered 


ARACHION to be crowned, as he lay dead on the ſtadium. The ex- 
preſſions of joy and ſatisfaction in the aſſembly at the brave action 


of the I are not to be Res. 8 0 


The pentathloi are a particular ſet of combatants, who "LY ac- 
quired ſuch a maſtery at wreſtling, boxing, throwing the diſcus, 
running, and caſting the javelin, as to perform in each the ſame 


day. They make it a rule never to match a Pentathlos with ano- 


ther who has made one of theſe exerciſes alone his employment ; as 


they ſuppoſe very reaſonably, that a perſon who has. divided his 


time between ſo many different occupations, cannot be equal to 
one who has applied? His whole time to be poet} in a a ſingle 
exerciſe, . | | 


. The diſcus is a huge maſs of iron of a roundiſh ſhape, and poliſhed 
ſurface, Thoſe who throw it, lean the whole weight of their body 
| - upon 


<a in. LETTER | 
rying the blows of his competitor, and holding him at arm's "Ones — 
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E ET TER upon one of dheke legs, which: they ſtep forwards ; FOR bi the | 


cus round horizontally, and caſt it from them with their utmoſt 
force. He who TO — obtains the veins 


The "OY 3 was ain up with runners « on foot, A the race- 
horſes. The ſtadium for the former is compoſed of three parts: 
the entrance, which is marked by a barrier of wood; the middle, 
which is a riſing ground, where the crowns are placed in ſight of 
their competitors; and the goal, which is diſtinguiſhed. by a large 
tree or poſt, There are two ſorts of racers: thoſe: who run naked ; 
and thoſe who are armed with a light helmet, a target, and a ſort of 
buſkin. There are likewiſe three ſorts of courſes : the courſe of the 
ſtadium, which is only from the barrier to the goal; the diaulos, 
which is twice the length of the ſtadium ; and the dolicus, which is 
much longer than either. Dorienus of Tarſus in Cilicia won the 
prize; and a poet has made an epigram, the turn of which is, that 
the © barrier and the goal are the only places where the young 


& Cilician is ſeem: for no one can = he was ever perceived i in the 
cc middle of the courſe.” 


In the afternoon we removed to the hippodrome or horſe-courſe, 
which was laid out by the architect CLEATAS, and is looked upon 
as one of the curioſities of Greece. That part of it called the bar- 
rier, where the horſes and cars aſſemble before- they enter the liſts, 
by the diſpoſition of the ground and buildings round it, reſembles 
the prow of a ſhip. It grows narrower towards the end, and forms 
a kind of beak juſt at the place where it opens into the courſe. In 
the midſt of the barrier is an altar; on the top ſtands a brazen 
eagle, which is made to raiſe itſelf, and extend its wings as a ſignal 
for the races to begin. On the ſides are vaulted buildings, which 
ſerve for Randle to the horſes and FI tall my proceed to take 
: their 


1 
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their lacs as the lots determine them. The courſe itſelf is is divided bs "rig Ts 
into two parts: a terrace, and a hill that riſes gently from 'the plain. oe 
There are two goals: at the one is a ſtatue of HiePoDAMIA hold- e 
ing a chaplet to crown PELOPS ; at the other, an altar to the genius 
TARAXIPPUS, It is obſerved, that at this altar the horſes take ſuct* 

a ſudden fright, as frequently to overthrow their riders, The ſuper- 
ſtitious Greeks attribute it to a divine impulſe, and therefore make 

vows. to obtain the favour of TARAXIPPUS. | 

In the: korkhaves I Veh admired ſome expert 4955 ws; 

being upon the back of one horſe, and leading a ſecond, would 
leap from one to the other with ſurprizing agility. Nor is the ad. 5 ny 
dreſs of a mare belonging to ParDoLas of Corinth to be left un- 5 15 
mentioned. Though her maſter fell off in the beginning of the Es: 
race, ſhe continued her courſe in che ſame manner as if he had kept 
his ſeat, turned round the goal, redoubled her vigor at the ſound 
of the trumpet, and came in the firſt. The Hellanodicæ ordered 
PHIDOLAs to be crowned, Who has obtained permiſſion from the 


—_ Eleans to erect a ſtatue to che memory of his mare Aura CR - 
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The fich and laſt Ee was taken up in the nn which 

thought were much the fineſt part of the ſight. The ſplendor of 

the equipages, as they were drawn out in a long line before the liſts, 

the neighing of the horſes, the cries of the charioteers, and the ap- 
plauſes of the vaſt concourſe of ſpectators, formed a very cheerful 1 
2 and agreeable entertainment. Each chariot was drawn by four „ 

* horſes all in front; the two beſt are always outermoſt. The cha- 

| riet-race was as uſual full of a great many incidents. The car of 

Abu rus the Corinthian broke down in turning round the goal, 

and two others, which followed behind, ran foul upon it, and over- 

» turned their drivers, Ld friend PHILOCLES' $ horſes, which were 


very 


T — 


LETTER: 
Lo—y— XIPPUS, that with the violence of the ſhock he. had nearly loſt | 
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very mettleſome, flew. out 8 Baso at TY ahi of. T; 41 => 


his ſeat. He kept it with ſome difficulty ; but a chariot of. ALer- 
BIADE$ had an opportunity to paſs by him, and obtain the ſecond 


prize. That young Athenian, who had no leſs than ſeven chariots 


which entered the liſts, won the firſt, ſecond, "gt fourth — 
PHILOCLES came in for the chird. . 


\ * 


On the evening of the 45 on which: this ſolemnity ended, 


the Hellanodicæ made a ſupper, according to cuſtom, | in the Pry- 


taneum of Olympia, for the victors at the a exerciſes, - 


Aa entectolted the while aſſembly the nad 5 in a 
manner anſwerable to the magnificence wherein he had appeared at 


the games. EMPEDOCLES of Agrigentum gave us the moſt extra- 


ordinary regale. As he is a Pythagorean, both fiſh and fleſh are 
abſolutely forbidden by the doctrines of his ſect; and therefore he 
had an ox made of paſte, compoſed of myrrh, frankincenſe, and 


ſpices, which he diſtributed by pion to all who 3 themſelves, | 


The Arent diſpoſitions of my five companions Have rendered 
the pleaſure ariſing from the company and diverſions of Olympia 


peculiar to each. The pious and humane Pu ILEMON. renews thoſe 


long- eontracted friendſhips, which war claims a right of interrupt- 
ing for a time; and is never more happy, than in trying to in- 
fuſe ſentiments of peace, and a friendly diſpoſition towards Athens, 


in his Spartan and Corinthian acquaintance, CLINIAS has com- 
_ plained to me with ſome concern, that the learned performances 
repeated here, do not equal thoſe he remembers formerly, when 


PINDAR charmed the ears of Greece by his odes, and HERO- 
DOTVUS excited their attention to his hiſtory, The polite CHLO- 
N e 


ATHENIAN: JETTERS CC 
N xvs boaſts, that he was the firſt man who congratulated ALCtBI- L 112 R 
1 Apps upon gaining three prizes at the chariot-courſe, and was i = 
7 | return; the firſt of the aſſembly i invited to {upper the next evening by 
3 that magnificent Athenian. HieP1As is not ſo far loſt to his buſi- 
neſs as a merchant, amidſt the pleaſures of the place, but he has 
2 found time to drive ſeveral advantageous bargains. As to Pn ILO= 
: A CLES, he thinks himſelf arrived at the higheſt pitch of happineſs 
: = and glory to which a mortal can attain, For the Greeks, po- "i 
_ tent lord, hold their countrymen who conquer at theſe games in no 8 5 
3 | Tmall degree of eſteem ; they are not only maintained at the pub- 
: ; lick charge for the reſt of their lives, but nete! from the nn. 
; = of taxes pd civil employments, 
5 ö 
; Thou wilt, I believe, agree with me in minis. that though 
; ſuch exerciſes as give a graceful appearance to the body, and form 
8 It for military ſervice, ſhould be cultivated in all wiſe ſtates ; yet 
Þ- thoſe ought to be diſcountenanced, which tend only to breed up a ſet 
Y of idle perſons, who, by making the art of maiming the limbs of 
ET their fellow-creatures their only employment, are in effect rendered 
5 | fit for nothing elſe. However, one cannot help admiring that paſ- 
I | ſionate love of glory, which urges on the Greeks to contend ſo 
—_ earneſtly for the crown of olive. It brings to my mind a generous 
; ſaying of Ti6RANEs the Mede : being informed that the formidable 
4 invaſion of XERxXEs had not interrupted the Olympick games, and 
3 told at the ſame time in what the reward conſiſted, he cried out in 
. raptures, even in the preſence of his ſovereign, « Heavens, Max- 
. * DONIUS, againſt what men are we come to fight, Who do not 
make wealth the object of the i rcontention, but fame 7 Adieu. 
From Olympia. e VVV . 
3 0 
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ox Mitylenian embaſfadors had a few days ago a \ publick 8 
ence of the Peloponneſian allies in the temple of JoyrT#R 


OLyYMPIUs. The chief of the embaſſy laid before them, in a long 
and artful harangue, the reaſons which had induced his ſtate to re- 
nounce their dependance upon Athens. He began with deſiring the 
aſſembly not to be prejudiced againſt his ſtate; becauſe, after conti- 
nuing ſo many years in a firm alliance with the Athenians, during 


the time of their proſperity, they now deſerted them in that of their 


diſtreſs. But, he ſaid, as the true motive of the treaty which they 
had made with the Athenians, was not to aſſiſt them in ſubduing 
the reſt of the Greeks, but to join in the common cauſe againft the 


Barbarians ; ; fo when once the ambitious views of Athens made 


her uſurp an unreaſonable ſuperiority over her neighbours, thoſe ö 
ties were naturally diſſolved. That the favours which Athens had 
beſtowed upon them, and the lenity with which they had been . 
treated, though they carried a fair appearance, were intended to 
keep the Leſbians from ſtirring, whilſt that aſpiring republick was 
inſenſibly enſlaving the reſt of her allies. That therefore no charge 
of ingratitude to benefactors could lie againſt his countrymen, who 
were only preventing, by a timely precaution, thoſe dangers which 
ſurrounded them. He next repreſented the advantages which the 
Peloponneſians would gain by receiving them into their alliance; 
that beſides ſtrengthening their fleet with a large ſquadron, they 


would have an opportunity, by the convenient ſituation of Leſbos, 
to. 


4 20 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 5 


ta intercept thoſe fupplies, which nden Athens to continue the — 
war. He ſet forth in exaggerated colours the weak condition of the — 
latter, exhauſted by the plague, the expences of their preparations, 
| and the loſſes they had ſuſtained; and concluded with ſolemnly en- 
= treating them, in the name of Olympian Jue1TER, in whoſe temple 
| they were aſſembled, not to abandon a people, who were the firſt 
that had recourſe to their protection, but to ſhew they deſerved the 
glorious title which they aſſumed, of protectors of the diſtreſſed, 
and deliverers of Greece. The aſſembly, with whom this ſpeech 
| had no fmall weight, after a ſhort deliberation returned a favourable 
b * anſwer; and unanimouſly decreed, that the Lefbians ſhould be com- 
ST prehended in the Peloponnefian league. Deputies from the united 
| ſtates have held ſeveral conferences in the Prytaneum of Olympia, 
to debate on the preſent poſture' of their affairs. PHILEMON, who 
watches narrowly over all their deſigns, has diſpatched a courier to 
Athens with what intelligence he has been able to procure. He ſuf- 
pects that they intend to form a general rendezvous at Corinth, and 
to attack Athens both by ſea and land. It is certain, that orders have 
. been ifſued out for providing immediately a large number of ma- 
2 chines for tranſporting ſhips over land. The allies are now in the 
midſt of their harveſt ; and it will occaſion ſome delays to take the 
people from their work, which will give the Athenians time to pre- 
pare a force ſufficient to oppoſe the attempts of their enemies. This 
ſudden turn of affairs, and the vigorous reſolutions of the allies, de- 
termine the company I came with, to ſet out early to-morrow on 
their return to Athens. The news b recelved from HyDasPEs, that ; 
the Perſian court intended td ſend a private agent to Sparta, afforded 
me no ſmall; pleaſure.” The miniſtry, from overlooking both fides 
of the game in a conjuncture very intereſting to Perſia, cannot fail of 
. their councils on the! ſureft grounds, particularly when 10 
* 00 2 important 
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important a ien is eie to one of Cx ATIPPUS): $ abilities, 
Noble ſatrap, I kiſs thy robe, and bid thee farewel. | 


The firſt of the month A 


; Extrafs * a Litter from 4 Athens. 


- Difouches from CLIP PIp ES were yeſterday ſet in "ba aſſembly 


of the people. He gives an account in them, that t the whole iſland, 


except Methymna, had declared in favour of the Mitylenians that 
the reinforcements he had received from thence, and our allies, 


enabled him to form two camps againſt the city, bne on the north, 
the other on the ſouth ſide, and to block up their ports ſo entirely, 


that no ſuccours could arrive by ſea. The beſieged made a vigorous 


fally, but were repulſed. Some embaſſadors from Thebes and Sparta 


(he adds) had found means to get into the town, and encouraged 
the inhabitants to hold out with the hopes of a PT, relief. 


3 


LET TI xn 


GoBRYAS to CLEANDER. 1 

Tn letters to HyDAsSPEs on the Olympic games, and thy re- 
marks on the general appearance of the country, as thou haſt 
found it on thy way to that celebrated ſolemnity, were highly en- 


tertaining to him, MEcAByYZus, and myſelf. For thou haſt diſ- 
covered in them a knowledge of the antiquities of Greece, ſuperior 
to what one might reaſonably expect from thy ſtay in it, and an 


elegance 
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elegance off taſte which nature alone 5510 give thee. The en L 
King was ſo particularly entertained with the copies which he ſaw of —— 


them, chat he has depoſited them for his own peruſal in the royal 
cabinet. He was pleaſed to tell me, they opened a new ſcene to. 


« him ; that he had journeyed in fancy, like a quiet and inoffenſive 
traveller, over a conſiderable part of thoſe territories, where his 
great father had formerly carried ruin and deſolation.” Two of 


the Median lords, whom Sac As accuſed upon the rack, were con- 
ducted to Babylon by a detachment of Doryphori, under the com- 


mand of Ax As PES. They underwent an examination of three hours 
in MroABVYZus's apartment; but it was with difficulty we were 


able to extort any thing from them, and the teſtimonials they gave of 


their behaviour have almoſt convinced ſome of the ſupreme council, 


that no material reproach can be fixed upon their characters. E confeſs 
to thee, I am rather willing to ſuſpend my ſentiments, till the com- 
mon accidents of time, and ſuggeſtions of prudence, have enabled: 


us to ſee further into this dark and intricate affair. It is hard to ima- 


gine, that a wretch, who died in torments, would: lay the charge of 
ſuch bloody purpoſes to other tlan his real accomplices; and I think 
the honour of a ſatrap is a point ſo tender, that it ought to be free, 


not only from the imputation, but even the remoteſt ſuſpicion of 
guilt, I took the liberty to urge this once at a meeting of the mi- 


niſters, when I perceived many ſatraps were of a different opinion. 


For my own part, I have made the moſt accurate enquiries over the 


province of Media, by means of ſeveral expert emiſſaries, whom F 
ſent thither; nor do I find among the inhabitants the leaſt inclina- 
tion to revolt. What confirms me in it is, that the king has not 


long ſince received a very loyal and dutiful addreſs from the people 
of that country, preſented to him by the hands of their principal 
nobles, in which they expreſs their ſenſe of his paternal care for the 
welfare of the Perſian empire; and congratulate him on the: diſco» 


ETTER 
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very of the — treacheries of Saca's;' belecthing Ono * 


culiar favourite of Heaven, and: the favourite of every wick whos ; 
the radiant MiTHRAs ſurveys in his diurnal-courſe.- HN feur days 
ago I had intelligence that OxvATH RRS is retited into Seythia, 1 


am afraid he is far engaged in the eunuch's conſpiracy, and is fled; 
from a conſtioatanhb of his criminal tranſactions. ArTaxvs hike 


to me, when advice arrived of his departure, that it was probable, 
as that lord was deſcended from PtRxAorTEs, he might be the per- 


ſon deſigned in. the paſſage tranſcribed oy thee from one of SACAS's 
daſs © to PERICLES. 


| _ 


CRATIPPUS has orders to ſet out for Lacedzmon as ſoon as the 

campaign is over in Greece. I have given him particular inftrucy 
tions to examine, in the beſt manner that he can, what information 
the people of that city receive from their new envoy reſiding at this 
court, NI AN DER. The conferences which paſs between him and 
me are whimſical enough; for while I am endeavouring to find out 
what length his commiſſion will ſuffer him to go with us, and what 
1s the meaning of his embaſly, he is ſtudious to anſwer me in ſuch a a 
way, as that, after the converſation is over, the reſult of it ſhall. 
amount to nothing. Thou knoweſt I am obliged by my office ta 
recollect the ſubſtance of all interviews with foreign miniſters, . in or- 
der to deliver them in a ſpeech at the council-table ; and to be 3 

with you, this NI AND ER ſcarce gives me matter for a ſpeech. 
that caſe I can only tell the ſatraps of the cabinet, how mueh I at- 
tempted to ſay, and how little he was pleaſed to reply; ſo that the 
moſt conſiderable Part 1 in the deen falls W to my ſhare. "och 
The laſt time I talked with him, 1 — myſelf nay before 
— and drew him out, by the mere: violence of -words, into ſome 
warmth. 
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warmth... Au Be d of à turn en ſingular, I fancy thou wilt x rg 
be entertained with a few traits of his manner in converfing. He nn 
acquainted me, that he is commanded by the Spartans to require a 
fleet of an hundred fail, with twenty thouſand land forces, from 
« our monarch ; in return for which extraordinary aſſiſtance, they 
« offer their friendſhip, and a promiſe to aid us with troops againſt 
any rebellion in Egypt, or commotion in the provinces.” I told 
him, « that my royal maſter expects from the republick of Sparta, 
—_ *< terms'of a more important nature, if he vouchſafes to enter into 
a league with them: that NI AN DER could not but be ſenſible 
* e there are two articles in the treaty called CiMoN's peace, which 
5 « the Perſians are deſirous of ſeeing annulled: and therefore we 
muſtt infift, that che Lacedæmonians ſhall never be reconciled to 
* Athens, unleſs we are allowed free navigation on the Grecian ſeas, 
“ and our monarch be put in full poſſeſſion of the colonies in Aſia.” 
He anſwered, ©& As the Athenians were framers of that treaty, he 
thought they were reſponſible for the articles in it ; and hoped fo 
unſeaſonable a demand would not be a means of obſtructing the 
alliance which he offered between ARTAXERXES and his native 
city: adding, that the empire of Perſia was like an unwieldy 
body, which, whenever it ſickened, might poſſibly want relief 
« from the influence of Lacedzmon.” I again repeated what I ſaid, 
and he determined to ſend a courier for freſh inſtructions im- 
mediately to Sparta. I then aſked him the reaſon, Why the 
Peloponneſians, and partieularly his own countrymen, who boaſt 
of their great armies and extenſive power, have as yet contented 
themſelves in the management of tlieir campaigns in Greece, with 
only ravaging the barren ſoil of Attica? It ſeems to me (con- 
tinued I) as if you made the buſineſs of war nothing more than 
mock-ſkirmiſh.and amuſement,” With us (anſwered he) war is 
reſt from our labours at home.“ © But (faid I). how comes it 
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. has: ſo damped your valour, as chat you will not dare to 
march up to the walls of Athens? Methinks, if I know the Spar. 


tans, they would willingly exerciſe their courage in reality. Can 
ſuch a people as this pretend to cope with the numerous nations 
„of the Eaſt?” © Yes (replied he) Thermopylæ can prove it.“ 


L C 


<6 


And what did Thermopylæ prove, (returned I,) but the temerity of 


+ 66 


x6 


« your leader? However, to be ſerious with you, I believe you 


Ke 


may have ſome political reaſons for not hazarding an attack upon 
« Athens. You will forgive me therefore, if I have purſued my 
raillery too far, and I withdraw my objection with reſpect to the 
conduct of your fellow-citizens.” © How ? (anſwered NICANDER | 
with ſome eagerneſs ) but if the objection docs not withdraw it- 
ſelf, I am in no wile deſirous to be ſo far obliged to. you : excuſe 

me, if I am beholden to no one for the withdrawing of an objection, 
** when I am endeavouring to maintain an argument which may be 
4 ſupported by reaſon.” I ſmiled at his impatience, and he in- 
formed me afterwards, that Athens itſelf was a ſtrong place, and in 
diſtreſſing her allies and tributary towns, ſhe was ſuſficiently weak- . 


ened by the Peloponneſian army. We then turned the converſation to 


[19 


cc 


cc 


ſome other topics, which indeed brought him again into good-humour, 


but whereon he ſpoke with a diſagreeable brevity and reſerve. Upon 
the whole, CLEANDER, I foreſee we ſhall make no advantage of 


theſe embaſſies from the Riff republick of Lacedæmon. - Wouldft 
thou know my opinion of the Spartans ? It is this; they are a proud 


and ſevere people. Let them thank LycurRGus, who has made 


them ſo! Unlike the reſt. of the admired ſages, who have given 


ſalutary laws to the world; ; inſtead of enlarging the minds of an 
ignorant race, he has more effectually contracted them. Inſtead of 
teaching them a little condeſcenſion to others, they have learned 
only to ſet a value upon themſelves. Inſtead of poliſhing them into 
an eaſe and benevolenee of temper, he has reformed them out of i . 
An 
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Na former letter from Thebes *, Cannes, I took notice to 
thee of the extravagant veneration paid by the Egyptians to 
ſeveral of their home-bred animals, which muſt appear at firſt ſight 
exceedingly abſurd and ridiculous. © It was my opinion, that the ap- 
plication 'of them, i in their hieroglyphick imagery, to expreſs the na- 
ture and attributes of their gods, had acquired to them this extra- 
ordinary degree of facredneſs ; and to palliate this ſuperſtition, the 


ip aſcribed to animals i is purely re- 


the ſymbols. Now as many of their gods were probably men'deified, 

I am led to think, that there'is a reference in thele ſymbols, as well to 
the qualities, actions, and remarkable endowments of thoſe illuſtrious 
perſons, as to the nature and qualities of thoſe ſidereal divinities, 
under which they were afterwards worſhipped. A black ox, for 
example, the animal ſacred to the ſun, is the ſymbol of Os181s, 
becauſe Osra1s, ſay the prieſts, is the ſun, and the moon 1818: but 
as thoſe deities, during their reign in Egypt, were the firſt w Who in- in- 
troduced agriculture, ſo on that account likewiſe the ox and cow. 
might become their THR: And for this cauſe, bins tell you, the 
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5 . ſoul of A * his death retized into chat animal and het 
dell there, rather than any where elſe; becauſe 

ſymbol of agriculture. Hence the ox Mnevis or We which is 
conſecrated to the ſun, came to be held in ſuch veneration, and 

„ 5 worſhipped here for a god, as the apis is at Memphis. And this | 
reminds me of another reaſon alleged for the worſhip of the lacred 

animals, though indeed a very fabulous one, taken from the mytho- 

logical hiſtory of Egypt; that the gods having been once purſued 
by TyPHoN, concealed themſelves under the figures of different 
animals, which may perhaps mean no more, than that the celeſtial 

gods come down ſometimes to dwell in thoſe ſyanbgle, which repre- 

ſent them. And without ſome ſuch interpretation their mythology 
concerning OSIRIS / is ftrangely confuſed and inexplicable, which 
makes him to be the ſun, .and ſuppoſes that while his oul informs 

the body of an-ox, it Rill reſides in that luminary. Near akin to 
this is their doctrine of tranſmigration, which may be another cauſe 
of their paying regard to animals. For the Ægyptians ſay, they 

_ were the firſt who. maintained that the ſoul of man was immortal, 

and that after death it paſſed ſucceſſively into the bodies of animals, 
terreſtrial, aquatic, and arial ; whence it returns to animate the body 
of a man, and finiſhes this circuit in three thouſand years. There 

is through the different parts of Ægypt ſo great div 


modes of worſhip, that upon a ſlight examination one might be in- 
duced to think they differed, entirely about their deities; and that 
chere was no one general ſcheme of religion in which they all agreed. 
And indeed their mythology, whatever i it be in itſelf, ſeems very per 
plexed and intricate to one who is. left to. collect it E external ce- 
remonies, popular cuſtoms, and the dark hints which their prieſts, | 
like oracles, at times deliver with great reſerve and myſteriouſneſs. 
Yet I am of opinion they do not ſo much diſſent with regard to the 
g deiges themchres, as to the tymbols, under which. * would re- 
bpreſent 


; *%g ; 


an WIA LETT) ERS. | N a 


attributes. For firſt, I am certain fide 1 ä 
us are ee wg though they are differ v. 
OY ently repreſente — modes of their worſhip vary in different be. A = 
_ place Neither do I chink it "improbable, but that the goat at N 
| Mendes receives divine honours on the ſame account that the ox . ook = 
he can obs lemphis. When the Mendeſian goat is dead, 5 ; 
mourning throughout the whole nome, as they 
i upon . 22 drowning of their ſacred ox at Memphis. The 
Mnevis, Apis, and Mendeſian goat are held more ſacred than all 
the other animals of Egypt, as if they had the influence of the god 
more immediately reſiding in them. The former two the prieſts ex- 
preſsly declare to have in them the ſoul of Os1r18, as they pretend 
the latter to be the god Pan. But as there are two oxen equally | 
1 facred in their reſpective places, it ſeems difficult to underſtand how 
: | the ſoul of Os1R1s ſhould have paſſed into both at once. But this 
| I take to have been the caſe; when they'deified/their hero Menzs, 
who is called Os IRIS, they: conſecrated him into a fidereal divinity, 
implying either, that his ſpirit paſſed into the ſun, or that the ſoul 
of that luminary had reſided mQs1R1s.;| The great lights of heaven 
were doubtleſs the obvious of all viſible objects to fill the minds 
of men with a religious reverence: And by thus grafting the wor- 
ſhip of their deified heroes upon the mythology of the celeftial 
bodies, they found the likelieſt method to divert the attention of ſach 
as were their neareſt contemporaries from all thoſe circumſtances in 
their lives, by which they might remember thoſe gods to have been 
men like themſelves. But in order to ſecure a more particular re- 
ſpe& in ſucceeding ages to the perſon himſelf, who was conſecrated 
as a god, and leſt the honour intended him might be ſwallowed up 
in the worſhip of an original deity, I ſuppoſe thoſe rites and myſte- 
ries were invented, which bear a particular alluſion to the great events 


3 | | of 


. 


ATHENIAN DET EA 


| LETTBR of his life, or that remarkable cataſtrophe which put an wy to it, 
— And being received into the number of the gods, it Was wet; * 
he ſhould be remembered by the particular relation he bore to Egypt. 
Thus I ſuppoſe the hierophants introduced the worſnip of the ſacred 

ox as the god-Os1R18,. led to it by the hieroglyphick imagery 
their doctrine of tranſmigration; and tempered their impoſture 
- the genius of the vulgar, who are moſt taken with the groſſeſt re- 
: e preſentations. OsiRIs having reigned over all Egypt, and after his 
| + death being remembered as a tutelar deity, in which the whole 
country had an equal intereſt, it is not.to be wondered, if upon the 
diviſion of the kingdoms the chief city, both on the Vpper and 
Lower Agypt, ſhould claim his preſence among them. And it being 
| an eſtabliſhed opinion, that without the living image of their god, 
the worſhip of it could not be rightly ſolemnized, they both, while 
divided in their intereſts, forming alſo a ſchiſm in their religion, 
ſought out for themſelves their own ſacred ox; and ſo the ſoul of 
_ Os1R18 has ever ſince continued to inform two different animals, 
though the prieſts of the two cities are ſince become united in 
their intereſts, But the vulgar, blinded with ſuperſtition, examine 
not into theſe things; and the prieſts treat this matter with their 
uſual ſophiſtry and colluſion; though when hardly preſſed by men 
of reaſon and enquiry, they ſeem rather to maintain, that the god 
Os1R1s manifeſts himſelf in the ſacred ox, than that the ſacred ox is 
itſelf the god . 


1 This worſhip of Os1RIS I may call the vipalas Ahe of Rove 
What more recondite doctrines are concealed under the myſ- 
teries of Is 1s, I am not concerned in the preſent ſubje& to enquire. 

Neither will I enter into a perplexed detail of their original deities, 

who are ſaid to have reigned in Egypt. For the reign of thoſe 

deities 
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deities I take to mean the emmpltlaing: revolution, which I ſpoke of in LETTER 


LXXV. 


a former letter *; and it is remarkable that the time which they Gomes 


aſeribe to the reign of all their gods, amounts exactly to the ſame 


period of thirty-ſix thouſand five hundred and twenty-five years. 


The reign therefore of the gods I conceive to imply, that the ſun, 


moon, and ſtars run their courſes thouſands of years before man was 
upon the earth. The names of thoſe deities they confound with 


their demi- gods and heroes. I have been ſometimes of opinion, that 
by VULCAN they mean an eternal deity, for they commonly ſpeak 


of his reign as unlimited; but his worſhip is not univerſal] through- 


out Ægypt. Their theology, in ſhort, (as I have hinted elſewhere,) 
may be reſolved into a ſyſtem of the world, and their Is1s and: 


Os1R18, though generally taken for the ſun and moon, which are 


ſuppoſed to contribute to the generation of all things, have moreover: 5 


been acknowledged as deities through every part of nature, and con- 
ſecrated over and over into different ſtars and elements, as new diſ- 


coveries came to be made in the heavens, or any where elſe through. ö 


the ſyſtem of nature. About the ſame time that the five intercalary 


days were added to their year, it is likely that the Egyptian aſtro-— 
nomers had obſerved the appearance of five new ſtars on their hori- 


20n, of which their predeceſſors had taken no notice. And upon this 


occaſion they conſecrated their Isis anew, with others of their deities; | 


and ſuppoſed her to riſe in the dog-ſtar, Oxvs, the ſon of Is1s and. 
Os1R15, is generally made the laſt of the gods who reigned in Xgypt. 
Now Os1R18 is undeniably the firſt of their kings, to whom any 


of their hiſtories reach up. And their other gods, if they are to be 
referred to real beings, beſides the ſeveral operations and powers of 
nature, there is good reaſon to think, were Os1R18's immediate pro- 
genitors or contemporaries. Such in general, CLEANDER, are the: 
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bo Tao mayeſt think 3 it 3 Ar all I has © of "4 


before that council till yeſterday. _ And the cauſe Was indeed ſuch 2 
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e I TRE been able to form upon the 1 


Thou wilt conſider it as a ſubject which a very ſubtile body's of men . 
have made it their ſtudy to perplex and render intricate. By the 
figure of a Sphinx 1 in the” avenues of their e pe deem de- 
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wiſdom of the Areopagus, that 4 never attended in a 


one, chat 1 ſhould have been curious to have heard the debate of it 


in a court, however low | in reputation ; much. more before perſons 


of the higheſt, for the ook ſenſe and ien of their I 


me nts. * , 
o * * . 
3 2 
2 9 3 — 


In the laſt great feaſt of Baccuv 8, the ſolemnity of th 1 433 
oy prodigious reſort of ſtrangers from all parts of Greece, Axis ro- 
PHANES preſented a play, intitled THE BABYLONIANS ; ; wherein 


CLEON was reflected upon in a manner that greatly incenſed him, 


He was the more offended at it, as it is the firſt performance in 


which he has been publickly ridiculed ; and having been courted 


and admired, when he appeared at the head of an oppoſition to PE- 
RICLES, he is exceedingly impatient of any ſatire, which tends to 
hurt his popularity. As the comedy had been received with much 


applauſe, he determined it ſhould be condemned upon legal reaſons, 


though 
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though, it Kobe the teſt of a eritical examination. evetiloghy ww LETT ER 
delivered in an account of the offence to the Areopagus, and accuſed Lym 
the poet, as © guilty of defamation *, and one who expoſed the ci- 
« tizens and the ſtate to the deriſion of foreigners.” Towards the 

duſk of the evening, the judges were ſeated in the open air upon 
Maxs's hill. The plaintiff and defendant were placed on the ſtools 


of Injury and Innocence. CLz0N opened with great ſpirit and i im- 
petuoſity; and, notwihſtanding the diſguſt which the people in 


general expreſſed at this attempt to deter the comic writers from 
that licentious buffoonery which entertains and flatters them, he 
ſhewed himſelf ſuperior to ſuch murmurs, however affected by the 


ſtings of wit. He ſaid, that he pretended to no rhetorick; nor 
would it be proper, or even lawful, to exert it before this judi- 
cature, if he excelled at all in it: but that there was a natural elo- 
quence accompanying the complaints of the injured, which, if it 
betrayed him into warm expreſſions, might more eaſily be excuſed 5 


1% 


than controuled. He underſtood, from the laws of SOLON, that 


« the republick had a tenderneſs for the reputation of private men, 
“ and allowed an action of ſlander; z a ſtill greater for that of ma- 
M giſtrates, f in whoſe character its own dignity and welfare are con- 


* cerned; that it was neceſſary their character ſhould be guarded by 


the ſevereſt laws in a democracy, becauſe they are ſo very limited 
in the exerciſe of power. To ſupply the defects of power, 
* their authority (which ariſes from reputation) muſt of courſe be 
* ſteadily ſupported. That it mattered not how far the facts alluded 
“ to in THE BABYLONIANS were true; it was to be conſidered, 

« whether the illuſions carried an illegal reproach. That it became 
them to underſtand the paſſages which gave them offence, in the 
* ſame manner they were underſtood in full theatre; that the taſk of 


uo nomine dicam illi ſcripſit dle. crx. ARISTOPHANI] ea autem erat admas 


2 rug Iloairas, PETIT. in leg. Att. p. 79. 
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ſeandal would be very eaſy, i? theſe plifyb1yod WAH whe! TY 


* to know, that their pieces are to be taken in one ſenſe by the 


„giving a ſanction to evaſions, by which the effect of the 
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audience, and in another by a court of juſtice, This would be 


> laws 1 may 
« he either deſtroyed or diminiſhed. That he was extremely un- 
willing to find fault with any diverſions which engaged the atten- 
tion of Greece, and raiſed the glory of Athens; but he conſidered 
the contempt thrown on himſelf, the mageres, and the publick 
meaſures, to be much worſe in the feſtivals, when there was ſo ge- 
neral a concourſe, than in ſuch as were attended merely by their 
own citizens. That it became every man who, loved his country, 
to draw a veil over its weakneſs, its puſillanimity, or raſhneſs, and 
not to expoſe before all Greece, in a fit of laughter, what they 
« ſhould wiſh to hide even from themſelves. He concluded with 
hoping, that thoſe magiſtrates would protect the commonwealth 
from the impudent licence of comedy, who are expreſaly forbidden | 
by the laws to write a performance of that nature.” 


CC 


Cc 


cc 


When Che had done, ARISTOPHANES was called upon to 


offer ſomething in his own defence. I thought the aſſurance of the 


man would not have deſerted him in any circumſtances ; but the oc- 


caſion was too trying, and the place too ſolemn. He ſeemed much 
_ confounded, and his adverſary called out to him; © that he muſt on 
* think of impoſing upon this tribunal by his theatrical pleaſantries;” ; 


which diſturbed him more. However, he recovered himſelf fo far 


as to ſpeak to the following effe&t: © That as the proſecution, car- 


« ried on by CLEON in this court, was ſingular and new, though 
grounded on a law which had been long in force, he hoped the 
« judges would conſider well the conſequence of it, before they 
“ gave a determination. That no man knows what he does, when 


© he makes a precedent ; and if, by cenfuring him upon the com- 


« plaint 


<5 
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olaitit be before them, they ſhould go contraty to the opinion of the 


excellent judges, who had reviewed and allowed his comedy, 


297 
LETTER 
nog bn Þ 


contrary to the avowed practice of the ſtate, the poets would 


be uncertain, how far they were ſecure upon the firength of 
the decifions made by thoſe judges, the publick feſtivals would 


be deprived of a very conſiderable ornament, and the vicious be 


equally ſafe with the virtuous from that ridicule, which had been 


found inſtrumental to good manners. That it was particularly 


the buſineſs of this court to watch the morals of the people; but 


as they acted by certain rules, and could only lay open offences 


actually committed within the letter or intention of the law, there 
were ſeveral very blameable parts of conduct, both above and 


below their cognizance: that theſe equally belonged to the pro- 


vince of comedy; and where the ſword of the magiſtrate could 
either not reach, or not be ſuitably applied, he apprehended 


the poet to be uſeful. That he hoped the wiſdom of that council 


would protect ſuch, as were carrying on by efficacious, and, he 


conceived, legal means, the ends of their inſtitution. That this 
way of reforming was wonderfully agreeable to the people, and 


the nature of the government: that he feared more danger from 
the encreaſe of thoſe diſorders, which the freedom of his pen 


had cenſured, than from the opinion the Greeks might entertain 


of the ſtate, by attending to the force of thoſe cenfures : that to 
be the firſt in diſcovering and acknowledging one's faults, is an 


argument of underſtanding, as to be the laſt in theſe important 


points, is an argument of exceeding folly: but it was not ſtrange 
that thoſe ſhould counſel others to hide their errors from them- 


ſelves, who were ſo uneaſy when their own are reproved. That 


he was extremely ſorry to have a conteſt with one, who, i in 


the time of PERICLEs, was, of all the Athenians that honoured | 


his pieces with their preſence, the moſt applauding ſpectator. 
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1 found the inclinations of: the people, who attended theks 


pleadings, not at all diſpoſed to favour CLRONV V and the ſtroke 5 


with which ARISTOPHANES concluded, gave ſo much pleaſure, 


that it would have raiſed a general laugh againſt him, were not 


that directly forbidden by the rules of the court. The complain 
was ordered to be reſerved for another hearing, and no judg- 


ment pronounced. It is thought, the affair will be dropped, 


and CL RON ſatisfied with terrifying Anis Ter HANES, and revenge- 


ing himſelf by the ſeverity of his oration. The comic poet ſwears 


by THALIA, the muſe of his art, that he will not fpare the cur. 


rier in the next d eee at the leſſer __ of Ba CCHUs. 


Hyd ASPES, thou: haft no notion of the 8 ede of wit 


ſo much. admired in this country; and it is a greater commend- 
ation to ſay, thou wanteſt it, than that thou haſt the reſt at thy 
command, It is admired, becauſe it flatters the. vanity of every 
private man to be entertained at. the expence of his neighbours'; 5 
and eſpecially, becauſe it flatters the licence of a popular govern» 


ment to be entertained at the expence of its leaders. Little minds 
are fond of placing themſelves on a level with the great; for if they 
fall very much below thoſe qualities which adorn them, they are 


perhaps ſuperior to the foibles which debaſe them. If this re- 


flection on the weakneſs of great men, by proving that they are 


but men, could engage us to aſpire to an imitation of their ex- 
cellencies, it were indeed a very uſeful conſequence ; -but I am 
afraid it makes us true to our own failings, and inclines us to 


purſue comparative, not real goodneſs. Let me add, that as in 


conſidering the portion of happineſs aſſigned us, we are apt to 


look upwards, and repine, if others have apparently more; ſo in 
conſidering our moral perfection, we are apt to look. downwards, 


and are ſatisfied, if others have apparently leſs; whereas, in both 


12 e ta: AS vs 


8 


r 9 AE 3 e WY POT FW Fo; i 
4444 A Ee eee EE os 
— 2 » b - N 


= 
3 


ATHENIAN CErenit 


ay} the reverſs is the right a And were it followed. we 2 


Hould endeavour to copy the beſt models, inſtead of being con- 'w 
tented to avoid the worſt. For this reaſon it would be far better, 
if, as in the earlieſt times, wit were exereiſed in the panegyrics , 
of Gods and heroes, to invite us to moral actions, by Tepreſent- 
ing the moſt perfect patterns, and not in ſatire, which delights 
only in pictures of deformity. There would be leſs too of the 
diſguſt and melancholy, which ſpeculations on the dark fide of 
human nature occaſion in the generality ; above all, in the mo- 
roſely virtuous, who form ideas of its corruptions worſe than its 
moſt depraved condition will juſtify, or the very being of ſociery 
admit. In a word, the virtue of every man would then be ad- 
juſted aceording to the exemplar given us in the characters of | 
heroes, and the natural conſtitution of things, not meafured by the 
failings of thoſe about him ; and the world might be reſtored to its 
own good opinion, as well as to che favour of OROMASDES. 


* 
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| | | 
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7 Curanven to Goonvas. From Athens. 


Tos wilt not be ate that my correſpondence with Perſin. 
 ** hath been interrupted ſince my departure from Olympia, when 
I tell thee the occaſion of it. The morning after my arrival at 
Athens, adecree paſſed the aſſembly of the people, that, in the preſent 
exigence of affairs, all the citizens, except the ſecond order called 
Hippeis, (who only ſerve on horſeback,) as well as the ſtrangers re- 
ſiding at Athens, ſhould repair, without delay, on board the fleet. 
Thangh, I had ſcarcely recovered the fatigue of the journey, and was 


hy CT 2 | ſenſible | 


1 

i 
30 0 
4 


n ſenfble that the copldlents of f dns and the uncertainty of * 
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— 2 conveyance for my letters, 2 5 a hindrance to the duties 


of my employment for ſome months, yet I conſidered at the 
ſame time, that an unwillingneſs to go would either raiſe a ſuſpicion 
of my real character, or betray a coolneſs in my affection to the 


ſtate. Within a few days I prepared my military equipage, and 
complied with a very obliging offer of P{H1LOCLES, to ſerve as a vo- 
lunteer on board the quadrireme, which he commanded. When 
the fleet, confiſting of a hundred gallies, of which PORNO was 
admiral, had received failing otders, and the wind fat fair to carry 
them out of the Pirzeus, almoſt the whole city aſfembled on the 


ſhore to ſee the ceremonies practiſed on ſuch occaſions, and take the 
laſt leave of their friends and relations, who were repairing to their 
reſpeQive ſhips. Firſt, ſilence was proclaimed by ſound of trumpet; 
the publick herald repeated a ſolemn form of words, which contained 
vows to the gods for the ſucceſs of the Athenian arms. When that 


was ended, the admiral and trierarchs of the fleet appeared on deck; 


and after they had poured a libation to NEPTUNE, drank in golden 


cups to the fortune of the voyage. Whilſt a Pæan was ſinging, the 


whole fleet ranged themſelves in line of battle, ſtruck their oars, 
and made the beſt of their way out of their harbour, amidſt the ac- 
clamations of that vaſt concourſe of ſpectators. We proceeded for 


the coaſt of Peloponneſus; and after waiting in vain for the enemy's 


fleet to come out, made deſcents in ſeveral parts, and ravaged the 


country. We were informed by ſome priſoners, that the allies had 
drawn together a ſmall body of troops at Corinth, being much diſ- 
appointed by the uneaſineſs which ſeveral of their cities expreſſed at 

the continuance of the war, and diſpirited by the extraordinary ar- 


mament which the Athenians had fitted out in ſo ſhort a time. As 
an attempt to demoliſh the Corinthian fleet in port was looked upon 
as too hazardous, we contented ourſelves in ſnewing the ſuperiority of 

: . our 
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oi besen in the yes of all oe and on hearing the allies —_ 
into winter- quarters, received orders to return. 1122 e 

enpenees of this year W though it has been n have Jo” 

proved very burdenſome to the Athenians. Beſides the fleet which 7 

cruiſed about Peloponneſus, they had another of the ſame force to 

guard their own coaſts ; and have lately ſent a'reinforcement of 50 

ſhips to CLI PID ES, under the command of Pacnzs, with a ſupply 

of 200 talents. They are in great hopes, that Mitylene will be 

obliged to ſurrender before the beginning of next nn as it is 


now blocked up both by land and ſea. 


The reſolute and brave ation of two hb nd 3 Plateans, 
is at preſent the general ſubje& of converſation here. The ſcarcity of 
proviſion within the town, and the difficulty of throwing in relief 
from without, inſpired a party of the garriſon with the bold deſign 
of eſcaping through the lines. They began with computing the 
height of the wall of circumvallation, by exactly reckoning the num- 
ber of the rows of bricks that compoſed it. They next took advan- 
tage of a dark tempeſtuous night, and ſallied out of the town under 
the guidance of THNETUs an augur, and EUPOLPIDAS an officer, 
marching at ſome diſtance from each other, to prevent the claſhing 
of their armour. They applied the ladders to the intervals between 
the towers, two of which were immediately ſeized, and the centinels 
killed. A looſs tile that fell from the wall, gave an alarm to the 
Peloponneſian camp; but as the beſieged made a feint ſally on the 
other ſide, and the darkneſs of night and the ſtorm, which beat full 
in their faces, helped to encreaſe the confuſion, they durſt not 
leave their poſts. In the mean time the ſelect number, that had 
made themſelves maſters of the towers, ſecured the paſſage for the 
reſt of their company, who, when they had mounted the firſt wall, 
changed the ladders, and came down on the other ide, where they 
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| themſelves at the beginning of it, and the inſupportable burden of 


ſeveral foreign princes, as PERDICCAS king of Macedon, SITALCES, 
and our potent monarch. 'The head of this faction, CLEON, has 


ATHRENI 


XN. LET. * R&R 
aw themſelves up to defend the detachment that were N 


to quit the towers. Whilſt theſe laſt were deſcending, a body of 


reſerve belonging to the beſiegers came up with lights, and the 
whole Platean party had juſt time to make their eſcape. They re- 


tired by the way that lies towards Thebes, in order to deceive the 
Peloponneſians, who ſent out detachments in purſuit of them on the 
road leading to Athens. When they were returned to the camp, the 
Plateans changed their courſe, and arrived ſafely here. I have * 


<ured from one of them a plan of the fortifications of the city, and 


the works of the beſiegers, which I ſend encloſed in this packet, 
together with a journal of the nene to wii coaſts of Felopon- 


neſus — up _ — 


The advantages which the Athenians have received from a war 


now advanced to the concluſion of its fourth year, are ſo trifling, 


in compariſon of the ambitious Proj jects which they formed to 


their annual expences, that ſeveral of the moſt intelligent and diſin- 
terefted citizens begin to think ſeriouſly of propoſing terms for an 
honourable accommodation. But the party that deſire the continu- 


ance of the quarrel, have a great influence over the minds of the 


ignorant multitude, and flatter them with hopes of aſſiſtance from 


lately received a difgrace, under which nothing but his matchleſs 
aſſurance could ſupport him. He had taken a bribe of five talents 
from ſome tributary iſlands, to obtain for them a diminution of the 
taxes which they pay to this ſtate. The bargain by ſome means or 


another got air, and the Hippeis (or knights) brought a charge of 

£ corruption againſt him, in the name of their order, before the Areo- 

pagus. The accuſation was clearly made out, and. he was obliged 
to 
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generals by CLzoN's intereſt, who carried his point — 
in ſo highs. a manner, that it gave ſingular: offence. - The oppoſite - 
party have engaged ARISTOPHANES, the comic poet, to write a 


play, which is intended to prepare the minds of the people for over- 


tures of peace, by ſetting forth the detriment that the war occaſions | 


to the common intereſt of Greece, the miferies it has brought upon 


Athens, and the views of their orators and generals, who deſire to 
prolong it. Neither the memory of PERICLEs, nor the characters 
of the preſent adminiſtration, will be ſpared in the piece, Which is 


to be F at the next feaſts of Bacchus. 


— 


I cannot wa to determine,” whether the repreſentition of this 


comedy will have that effect upon the minds of the people, which 


ſome expect from it. It has been long: obſerved of the Athenians, 
that though they ſee even with pleaſure their greateſt miniſters ac. 


cuſed upon the ſtage of the groſſeſt enormities, and vilified with 


the ſevereſt ſatire, and permit the fables of their deities to be ex- | 


poſed with all the licentiouſneſs of a ſcurrilous buffoon wit; yet 
neither is the management of their affairs taken from the former, 


nor a grain of incenſe * offered 1 the altars of the latter. 


Farewel. 


— 


P. 
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CraTieeus to Queanpes. 


TY is no part of my inſtructions, that I obey with ſo much 


private ſatisfaction, as that relating to my correſpondence with 


maſter's. 


thee. From hence I not only foreſee the greateſt advantage to our 
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miſter's ſervice, but. I promiſe myſelf the moſt; valuable impro 


ments from the communication of thy ſagacity and experience, 


and perhaps, ſhould I be found not py: ay a een ,Fhich 


1 £- 2 2 * . 7 
NN 1 . x 5 


When the Smell of the Great King, obſerving hot new „ede wh 


| was thrown upon the affairs of Greece by every diſpatch of thine 


conſidered, that the misfortunes' of my family would be a'p!1 


from Athens, had determined to place an agent alfo at Sparta, wy 


patron GoBrYas caſt his eyes upon me for that employment. He He 


commendation of me here. We fell with the ariſtocracy, and were 


obliged to leave Rhodes, when the popular fattion prevailed, and 


made an alliance with Athens. My two brothers have ever ſince 


taken up their reſidence on the oppoſite coaſt of Caria, waiting 
for ſome turn of affairs in our favour. And thou knoweſt, thoſe 


of our principles throughout all Greece, place their "_ __ in 
the ſucceſs of the Peloponneſian arms. 77 


As ſoon as I arrived, I waited upon BRASIDAS, a young officer 
of reputation, and preſented to him the token from my brother 


THERON his hoſt. He received it very cordially, and expreſſed 
his ſatisfaction at this opportunity of returning the good offices | 


done him, while the galley he commanded' lay in the port of 
Caunus. I told him, that, driven from my own country, I had 


made the tour of Greece and Aſia, and had even ſeen the court 
of - the Great King; but that, tired with wandering, I was deter- 


mined to fix at laſt in this ſeat of ſecurity and virtue, where 
valour and diſcipline repel all dangers from without, and an 
uniform obedience to the beſt laws prevents the more fatal evils 
from within. He replied with a ſmile, that a taſte of Suſa was by 


no means a preparation for a Spartan diet; nt that he would obtain 


* 


a licence 


. 11 
” * 
. : 
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3 2 licence: from the Proxeni far. my FR in the city, and would ro- LETTER „ 1 ; 
2 poſe me for a member to the little ſociety, where he daily eat hi ; i 
I frugal meal. I thanked him, and added, that I might perhaps not FT A 
3 be altogether unworthy ſome favour from the. ſtate, ag I was _ . — 
2 roughly informed of the condition of the Rhodian marine, a point . 

3 my countrymen were ſo 1 of, and Wen e be a nen | 

[ of nn in che n W. 

3 _ The hole: 2 is at 24400 taken: up \ with the funeral of Au- 

4 CHIDAMUS. It is indeed a moſt ſolemn ceremony; as if this people 

3 intended, by ſo much reſpect paid to their dead princes, to make 

"I amends for the ſmall ſhare of regal pomp and authority they allow 

I them when living. To his character thou art no ſtranger. He was 

the hoſt of thy friend PzrIcLEs. Theſe two great men were ſuſ- 

: ] pected and traduced for meaſures, which the event proved to be wiſe 

: | and honeſt; and they moſt effectually diſtreſſed each other by thoſe 

55 ? | very counſels which were branded with the name of colluſion and 

1 treachery. Let ſtill the memory of ARCHIDAMUS is purſued with 

_ reproaches; and a prudent and glorious adminiſtration of more than 

4 © -forty years, cannot make amends for his unwillingneſs. to enter ſud- 

| denly into a deſperate war, and his forbearing a while to puſh the 

= enemy in ſuch a manner, as would render all terms of accommoda- 

5 tion impoſſible. This furious ſpirit is kept up in the republick by the 

: Ephore STHENELAIDAS ; he, whoſe violent oration prevailed over 

: all the king's reaſons, and hurried the aſſembly into a nn that the 

- treaties were broken on the — of Athens. | 

5 1 the imperfect FEY of 1 15 have yet 1 able to 0 : | : 

8 I muſt not pretend to determine the queſtion about this war, how 1 

3 far Sparta was intereſted in the quarrel of her Corinthian allies; 

7 or what credit ſhe wigha give to the Athenians' offer of ſatiſ- 
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rival, that very ſucceſs would turn the thoughts of the conqueror 


tempting proſpect, for the diſtant view of _— "One in * n 


| hiſtory came to be mixed with the ornaments of a poetic imagination. 


learned ſophiſt. He told me, he ſhould be very proud to inſtruct 


| to add fuel to this flame, and to attach myſelf to the party * 
declares againſt all overtures of peace. While their diſputes bois San | 


pleaſing ſpeculation, to inquire into the cauſe and origin of fables 


as might enable me to converſe upon it, I went one day into the 


ATHENIAN LETTERS 
faction. But of this I am convinced, it will ever be 


85 


(which we ſhould with for in the firſt place,) the general force of | 
Greece is daily growing weaker. 


powers. prevail, and put an end to the war by the 


1 


in of its 
upon tyrannizing over Europe; nor would he quit that near and 


of Alta. KAM. Lk N 
From Sparta. IE” „„ . : 


EK ER 8 


CLEANDER to Ons Auzs. 


8 I read over the writings of the Genen poets, "nckls fend, 
I have often thought it might be a very improving, as well as 


in the world; how the powers of nature and the human paſſions 
were firſt allegorized; and in what manner the plain facts of ancient 


After having made ſome ſearch into the ſubject, at leaſt ſo far 
Lyceum, and fell accidentally into diſcourſe with CTES1P HON, a 


an inquiſitive ſtranger in a point, which he himſelf had ſo tho- 
roughly conſidered; but I muſt entreat you, faid he, not to diſcover 


to any one thoſe ſentiments which I ſhall lay before you, leſt ſome 
malicious perſon ſhould —.— me of — againſt the wo. of 


my 


And ſhould even one of he 
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* a and cite me > appear before the court of Areopagus. n > 


I aſſured him of my inviolable ſecrecy, and then he entered on 
as matter without further apology. You know, ſaid he, that the 
Eaſtern parts of the world are thought to have bee much ſooner 
peopled than the climates of the Weſt. The Greeks therefore lived 
for many years in a ſtate of 1 ignorance and rudeneſs, while other 
regions enjoyed the ornaments as well as the conveniencies of life. 
Their diet was of the wild herbs of the field; their clothing of 
leaves; and the caverns, which were formed by che hand of nature 
in uncultivated mouiitains, were their places of habitation. The 
coloniſts, who mixed with them from Egypt and Phœnicia, endea- 
voured to temper the ſavageneſs of the nation: and by communica- 
ting their cuſtoms to them, inſenſibly formed them to the politer 
arts of humanity. They taught them to ſtrip the wool from the 
ſkins of animals, and to cure it for uſe. The knowledge of build- 
ing and agriculture, when firſt revealed to them, was eſteemed of ſo 
excellent and neceſſary a nature, that the gratitude which they owed 
to their benefactors, very naturally broke out into expreſſions of 
adoration. They regarded them às ſent from heaven for the benefit 
of mortals, and adopted them after death among their deities. Hence 
= aroſe the gods of the Greeks; and their Oxynzvs, AroLLo, and 
Hens, (who is the ſame with the Torn or Mzrcugy of 
1] Egypt,) take their riſe from the laws and manners which they gave 
| to a barbarous and rough race. And to ſay the truth, CLEANDER, 
1 ſuch improvements as theſe might well demand the admiration of 
—_ mankind in the dawnings of ſcience, which are the principal ſupports 
of health and ſocial felicity in more illuminated ages. 'Your account 
is certainly a very fair one, anſwered I, and what I ſhall readily 
acquieſce in. But methinks the craft of theſe wiſe men concurred 
with the ignorance of theſe. ſavages in the advancement of fable. 
For the firſt lawgivers and reformers of mankind, the better to 
R R 2 8 cdlwbaim 
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br 115 Aim reſpect from their Sentry and kindred; were ar 


to be thought deſcended from the gods, _— to have had frequent 
interviews with them of- ſingular importance. Les, replied he, a 
divine miſſion ſtrikes immediately with awe, and inclines us to 
implicit reverence and belief. The prieſts too were careful to con- 
tend with one another in raiſing altars to the memory of a new hero, 
1 and vamping up religious ceremonies to be performed in his honour. 
= RES They buſied themſelves in writing whole volumes of fables ; and he, 
Vbo had the beſt invention, generally bore away the eb * 
the multitude to his ſhrine, as well as the gainful applauſe of the 
more wealthy. Beſides, before the uſe of letters and writing came 
amongſt us, the remembrance of great and illuftrious actions de- 
| pended only on a ſort of 'family or national tradition. Sometimes 
8 indeed they raiſed a monument with an uncouth repreſentation en- 
MH graven on it, of the thing which gave occaſion to the erecting it; 
and perhaps now and then an irregular ſong was tuned to the praiſes 
of a celebrated conqueror. Undoubtedly, returned I, tradition is 
a fatal enemy to truth. One may ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that in 
order to imprint a ſtory more effeQtually on the minds of children 
and ſtrangers, a man zealous for the reputation of his anceſtors might 
frequently intermix the marvellous with the probable ; and when he | 
was warmed by diſcourſe, might indulge himſelf in ſome flights of 
: fancy, which he little thought contagions enough to infe& the 
mM hiſtories of after-times. Yet ſo it has proved, ſaid the ſophiſt; 
: ] conſider only the lying relations of travellers, and you will ſoon be 
brought to aſſert what you ſuppoſe. - The fictions of theſe have 
paſſed, like the family traditions you ſpeak of, for truth, and are 
adopted into our accounts of the early ages. At preſent, indeed, we 
are aware of ſuch counterfeits, and though we hear out their tales 
with patience, we diſdain to receive them with credulity. No man 
of ſenſe converſes nowa- days with one who has been a tedious 
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To be ſerious, it is very-difficult for one, who is fure of not being 
inclination to tell wonders. © Did not 
a traveller come back full fraught with extraordinary curioſities, . his 


friends would laugh at him for pretending to have made the tour of 
foreign countries; and he would appear at once uninformed and ri- 


diculous. Senſible, therefore, that he is permitted to enlarge and 


improve as he pleaſes, he thinks it becomes him to relate one ſtory 
after another in ſuch a manner, as each ſhall amaze you, without 
giving you a moment 8 pauſe to queſtion him any. Should | 


we commend the imagination of a poet or a painter, if they made 


no uſe of that general licence which is granted them, of inventing 


what they pleaſe, and adorning thoſe inventions with all the lively 
images of fancy ? It is their office, you know, rather to amuſe than 


inſtruct; and not content with forgiveneſs for endeavouring to de- 


ceive us, they demand applauſe for deceiving ingeniouſly. In this: 


reſpect, CTESIPHON, (interrupted I,) you are in the right to be 


candid to the poets; but methinks no excuſe is ſufficient for the 


travellers. They have received indeed, as you intimate; a kind of 
licence for lying; but it is a privilgge more allowed them from 
courteſy and preſcription, than from the motives of reaſon and good 


ſenſe. In my opinion, no quarter ſhould be given to thoſe, who, 
by forging ſtrange things of the nations they have paſſed through, 


miſrepreſent one half of mankind to the other; and inſtead of era- 
dicating the popular ſelfiſhneſs and little prejudices of their country- 


men, ſerve only to confirm and encreafe them. Such as theſe may 
be ſaid to ſow the ſeeds of diviſion among the inhabitants of the 
earth, and to baniſh the great principle of univerſal benevolence 


from the world. Let us return to the poets. 'To relate a fat with 


6mplicity, is not ſo peculiarly their province, as to relate it with 
GAIN. 
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LETTER ceffarily 1 led t tin- 
— guiſh it from the calmneſs of proſe writings. / A bit of 


ornament. The poetic. diction aſh 


thuſiaſm ought to diffuſe a complexion of dupernangrabit inſpir arion 


over their compoſitions, which would appear franti 
mentary or annal. With them every ſheph :xdeſs 


6 40 4 x nyinph-0 or 


NalAp; every huntreſs a Diana; every beauty a Virus. True, 
(anf wered he,) and the language of poetry would be nothing without 


it. How could we reliſh the Iliad or Odyſſey of our admired 
HomER, without the divine machinery introduced chere, and the 
mixture of thoſe intereſting fables which he has wove into his 


poems? Do you not think the invaſion of Gr ece by-XERXEs, 


when he ſwept acroſs the globe with millions in his train, a more 


wonderful ſtory in every part of it, than the war of Troy would 
appear to us, when ſtript of its poetical apparel ? In a word, the 
impatient ſon of PELEvVs is obliged to Home for his immortality; 


and the fame of that ancient ſiege is more owing to the warm ima- 
gination of the poet, than to any hiſtorical accounts that have 
been tranſmitted to us of it. None of theſe repreſent it in half 
ſo conſiderable a light. An hiſtorian would tell us ſimply, that 
HECTOR was a brave man: the poet informs us, he has Mars 
for his companion. Is ULxssES ſhipwrecked? It is. ſaid, that 
NEPTUNE is angry with him; and the wiſdom of the ſame hero 
is attributed to the inſpiration of MIN ERVA. Thus the Greeks, 


in imitation of the Phcenicians and Egyptians, have filled their 


hiſtory with mythology. The ground of the fable is real, while 
the ornaments are feigned; and the truth of antiquity is deformed 
by the ignorance of the people, the artifice of the prieſts, and the 
genius of the poets. Painters and ſculptors have contributed not 
a little to ſupport the credit of fabulous ſtories; and a Satyr, or a 
Fawn, a Syren, or a Centaur, is often indebted for its ſpurious exiſtence | 
to an elegant ſtatue or a fine painting. And here, added I, let us not 

forget 


| 
k * 
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3 
ſubſiſt by the reception which it meets with. The poet feigns 4 
converſations and actions in the dramatic way. His plot is taken | 
from ſome fable. It is ſet, as it were, in motion before our eyes; 
and if the repreſentation is performed with plauſibility, we almoſt 
begin to think the tale not impoſſible in reality. Beyond diſpute 
(continued he) the ſtage may be called the kingdom of mythology. : 
It reigns there protected by the ſuperſtition of the people, and is en- 
couraged by all the arts of national profuſion. But there has not 
been a more plentiful ſource of fable than the ignorance of the firſt 
ages in philoſophy. From thence ariſe many of their aſtronomical 
fables and fanciful repreſentations of the powers of nature; for 
curioſity leads men to enquire into the cauſes of extraordinary 
effects; and if the true explications are wanting, imaginary ones 
take their place. Each river and fountain is ſuppoſed to have a ' 1 
guardian deity; EolLus is made ruler of the winds; Ins, or =_ 1 
rainbow, is appointed meſſenger to the gods; the ſun and moon are 
worſhipped under the names of APOLLO and CYNTHIA, and eclipſes 
are ſaid to be owing to the loves of ENDYMION and DIANA. Thus, 
ſaid he, there is nothing ſo abſurd but the creating power of a poet 
can command it. But ſurely one may account for their allegorizing all 
phyſical events, from the natural temper of mankind. Theſe events | 
of themſelves being extraordinary, are a good foundation for a 
poetical fancy to work upon; and we are more pleaſed with a fable 
that conveys a ſignificant meaning, than with one which engages. 
our admiration without ſatisfying the underſtanding. In this manner 
the poets chooſe to blend utility with entertainment, to amuſe i 
with ſuch ſtories as are raiſed upon inſtructive truths. And 1 be- 
lieve we may conſider it as a general clue to all the intricacies of 
a mythology, that moſt. pL its fables are built, ether on the actions of 
hiſtorr. 
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Our fophiſt x was now nent 0 W hot pupils p66 as . 
went away from him, he told me he would be glad of my company 


once more in the Lyceum, for that the abe of a was. Tg no 
means exhauſted. 


0 


LET T.E.K LXXM 
CLEANDER 7% ORA Es. 
FEW days after my former viſit to the Lyceum I returned thither, 


A and at a diſtance ſaw CTESIPHON engaged in earneſt converſa- 
tion with one of his followers. As ſoon as he perceived me, he left 


his diſciple, and ran up to meet me. I have juſt been inſtructing a 


young man, ſaid he, in the beneficent nature of the gods and the 


firſt principles « of juſtice. I found his mind corrupted with every 


popular prejudice, and unhappily immerſed in all the wild extrava- 
gancies of fable. He was pleaſed, that his follies were patronized 
in the character of ſome ancient hero, and vindicated his own vices 
from the example of Jur1TER. It is really incredible to obſerve, 
what early havock ſuperſtition makes in the government and ceco- 
nomy of human nature; and perhaps it might admit of ſome diſpute, 


whether the diſbelief of a Providence, or the abſurd romances of 
ſuperſtition, have been moſt fatal to mankind. If the one difowns | 
the exiſtence of ſuperior beings, the other confeſſes ſo many foolith 
and arbitrary tyrants: if the former gives a looſe to the paſſions, the - 


latter 
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latter debaſes and enſlaves che reaſon. "Rn day 8 experience con- L 
vinces me of this truth; and I can no longer wonder at the igno - 


rance and groſs credulity of the firſt ages, when I meet with ſuch 


unaccountable inſtances of both in the days of n and im- 


prowement. But let us p more h to our fubje <<; 


The laſt thing v we took notice of che other day was, that the poets 
for che moſt part founded their fables, not only on ſome fact in 


hiſtory, or phænomenon in nature, but on the ſentiments of civil | 


policy and the maxims of morality. For my own part, I am ſo 
thoroughly perſuaded of this, continued CTESIPHON, that the no- 
tion can never be wreſted from my mind by any plauſibility of 
wit, or force of reaſoning. When we are told, that, after the ex- 
pulſion of the giants from heaven, Fame ſprang from the earth as 
their youngeſt ſiſter, can we apply it to any thing. but to the ſeditious 
murmurs which uſually ſucceed an inſurrection? Or from the ſtory 
of CASSANDRA do we not immediately collect the fruitleſſneſs of 
untimely counſels? As ſhe diſdained to ſubmit herſelf to the deſires 
of APOLLO, the god of harmony, in like manner ſuch adviſers, too 
proud of their own wiſdom and dexterity, diſregard the occaſions to 


ſpeak and to be filent, the difference between vulgar and judicious | 
ears, and the grace and gravity of diſcourſe. Thus let their judg- 


ments be ever ſo profound, they fail of their purpoſe ; and rather 


accelerate than prevent the ruin of their friends.—The thought, an- 


ſwered I, is ingenious ; I may add, perhaps, refined: and to be 
plain with you, one cannot but obſerve, that if the prieſts and bards 
of antiquity intended by each of their fables to convey ſome ex- 
quiſite inſtruction to the minds of their ſcholars, they took a great 
deal of pains to expreſs with obſcurity, and in a large compaſs of 
words, what they might have delivered in fewer terms with more 
eaſe and pexſpiculty. Beſides, you ſcarcely allow, that they ever 
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LE TTER havoc a fable merely for the fake of giving play to the Lia 


| an; And fo; according to your thoughts of the matter, we muſt 
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| ſuppoſe the neceſſitous and wandering *Aoida of antiquity entruſted | 
with all the arcana of religion, acquainted with the arts of princes, 
and to have made themſelves maſters of the ſeveral myſteries of go- 
vernment,—The learning of the world at that time, replied CTzs1- 
PHON, lay in few hands ; and the 'Noldes, whom you ſpeak of, had 
certainly the largeſt ſhare of it. Their travels to the courts of petty 
lords (of whom there were many in thoſe days) and to the towns 


| which were then in higheſt repute through Greece, furniſhed them 
with a more conſiderable knowledge of the manners of various na- 
tions, and their opinions in religion and politicks, than any other 


inhabitants of the country. HoMER, you know, is reported to 
have converſed with LycurGus; and they ſay, that, in forming 
the Spartan ſtate, the ſevere lawgiver paid a peculiar deference to the 


ſentiments of the fanciful poet. With reſpect to their tales, to me 


it ſeems more reaſonable to imagine, that theſe Aci always conceal 


ſome ſubje& of improvement under the maſk of fable. It was the 


faſhion of the Egyptians to utter themſelves in parables and dark 
ſayings. The Greeks have derived the ſame cuſtom from their 


teachers ; and you know it has been conſtantly looked upon as part 
of the wiſdom of antiquity. But the invention of romance for the 


fake of romance, could only be an argument of folly. As to your 


objection to the uſe of allegory,” I can in no ſort admit it. A foul 


ſo aptly prepared for inſtruction as yours, CLEANDER, would chooſe 
the neareſt way to it. But how few are there, alas! who have the 


| fame diſpoſition to receive it? A plain truth cannot offend you: 


were it moulded and ſoftened to your inclination, you would think 
it an affront to your underſtanding ; and you have no ſooner marked 
out an error in your conduct, than you reform it. I beſeech you 


not to Judge of the reſt of mankind oF the temper of your own 


mind. 


ATHENIAN: Sanus „% 


mind. - Allegory i is a proper and familiar way of bringing thoſe. to 2 


reaſon who: cannot. bear a downright reproof. It ſweetens the bitter 

| draught of inſtruction; ; it carries nothing that is auſtere or diſguſting 
along with it; and the impreſſion which it leaves, though gently 
and gradually made, is nevertheleſs laſting. Allegory is the varniſi 
of truth; and while it takes away nothing from the ſtrength of it, 
adds a gloſs and beauty to it, agreeable to all, and inviting to many. 

I am convinced, faid I, CTz81ynon, by your argument; and the 
encomium which you paſſed upon my temper in the courſe of it, 
is the only inſtance where your n can be called in queſtion. 
But I intreat _— to go on. 


Another "Hoang of er added Crnviencn, bs been an 
ignorance in languages, eſpecially the Pheœnician; and this I am 
very well aſſured of, from my own knowledge of that, tongue. * 
is natural to imagine, that the language of the colonies, which came 
from Phœnicia into Greece, would mix itſelf in proceſs of time with 
the original language of the country; and as it abounds with equi- 
vocal words and phraſes, whenever the Greeks met with them in 
the Phoenician hiſtories, they thought themſelves at liberty to explain 
them agreeably to their own. humour. An example or two will 
ſuffice to maintain my obſervation. The word Nahbaſeh imports 
equally a keeper, or a dragon. Hence the tale of the golden fleece, 
and the garden of the Heſperides. From Alpba or Ipba, ſignify- 
1 ing alike a bull or a ſhip, they framed the ſtory of Evrora's being 
- carried off by JUP1TER transformed into a bull, inftead of ſaying, 
5 more conſiſtently with the accidents of common life, that ſhe was 
conveyed in a ſhip to Crete. By the aſſiſtance of languages one may 
trace the origin of thoſe Mgyptian and Phoenician fables, that have 
been deformed and varied by the Greeks, with a view to prove, 
that the riſe of all was among them, and that they received neither 
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their deities nor great men from any other people; This ite Eben : 
| their national pride, in pretending to "oe able, or r 1. 


the country. | 15 5 | 


ue tale of Serie, hid you have juſt mentioned, anſwered 
I, puts me in mind of another ſource of fable, ridiculous perhaps 
and whimſical, but not yet touched upon ; I mean a regard for the : 


reputation of ſeveral matrons and princeſſes of antiquity. As f it was 


impoſſible their chaſtity ſhould ever be violated by human means, or ; 
the allurements of the faireſt mortals, ſome god ana have forked” | 


us the ſoft gal- 


them to' a compliance with his wiſhes; and 
lantries of the loyer were imputed to the arbitrary 3 in junctions of a 


deity. 


*4 


After all, concluded the fophift, we muſt look for the chief exnfe Z 
of fable in vanity, the prevailing foible of mankind. Our anceſtors, 
unable to follow plain nature, abſurdly endeavoured to exceed it. 


For deſigning to raiſe their own characters to fame, or propoſe their 


own lives as the patterns for imitation, they deſeribed them with all 
the marvels of poetry and fancy. Strange fondneſs for fiction! that 


could make them aſpire to a reputation of extravagance, unjuſtly 


called heroiſm, and ſet themſelves for an example in ſuch actions as 
are above the capacity of a man. How different is the behaviour of 5 
unaffected virtue! She diſdains the gay ornaments of fiction, and 

borrows no luſtre but from her own intrinſick excellence. Her views 


are not like thoſe of the romantically ambitious, dependent on falſe 


glory, and the blaſt of popular applauſe. She teaches us to recom- 
mend our actions to the eſteem and admiration of poſterity, unmixed 


with ſuch fantaſtick falſehoods, as may be ought juſtly an hy 0 


their mertt. | 
C. 


2 ode _ % 8 
3 * Ee = ä = a 8 2 = Pg TR”, KO. 


1 = 0 U 
5 vp 
1 


k g 2 . 1 Ko Le ” 4 (ROS dy LY, $5 4 i . ? . 4 2 i m4 x * — L 4 - 0 
2 r * 4 * - » * 527 * >» y $I EIS Let 4 nn IRE I'S 8 2 n * Lot SI} r 1. ee FR x wt CARTS ma We. n Sw. T5 ** Ic 7 +" '& * — 4 
4 . C . a * a : 2 WAS 8 *, en * * 0 Go * — 79 - Lag 3 "EX E- EH m ” COA. 42) -4 en een. » 3 1 * > £ 2 ld — 1 x 4 p AS " 4 + * 4 * - 2 4 SY 7 = © < 
: 5 : oz . 9 ta W 38 n . K , 2 ks Sh OE 3 3 ES 8 pd J > SS I ESL 62 1 3 Sr i r 3 : 2 #94 5 . WE? SY 2 8 22 SEEN S 1 On B FAY wo 5 A i, 
- - ea res SIE EEO ͤ -W F. AA CTC ˙ o ̃²˙ bl ß,. , AL DE IR N94 3 r Re NO . n c Ne IRE 8 %% 000 ES C ⁵ ͤ—mꝛ R ARS Eon <a F 

> n 9 c 12 1 9 * * 2 r A P Eng on a ode AL ALE NNE TR TS Sano - p 7 1 4 J 8 2 2 A e Py INDE EL TIL S 1 r E 2 1 AAU MITE at + 1 8 n pr þ 883 8 n Wir) 

e 7 IR bs F ͤ˙L⅜ʒvꝛ TRE TEINS org Fx A+ WWW * FEE e & 3 „ ᷑ ĩ?⁊ĩ?éê e . Ar RS Ln HI Ns ES 2E —P w - IO e 1 „ Ne . 553 r S f 
R Py WE BAN 3 1 3 R r N IS 3 EC — 1 een r PRE N Eo n . r 21 r r 1 . * 1 r AL 1 f 
A a ds en Rb ae RRC . Ee aa ti toon es os . ³ ¹ w. Ee Ä EY eh Ea Ea CES re oe Se ad ESC = r 
hk - - a : 7 4 by 2 of 7 6 7 N 1 2 7 \ pe 3 2 FFF e * 4 9 > on foe 7 8 es hy o } 20 : og PR 8 1 3 as * - "ſy - : 


* * - 
x * F 5 
_y Y * 10 © «© * N 1 

; 5 83 ; |; 5 5 

. . ", 22 * 1 5 22 2 ＋ * a" Fs # 1 p * * ® hes A 
To R : £4 . 2 14 5 "4 o g * * 3 N 1 F * 7 
: $ 1 7 XL ; 2 * e. 

21 18. 4 * Mae. + 5 * — . — 
I ” 


"Vf. : ; 
12 3 7 F * * * 

* * * * * 
* 2 A r + * of 2 2 


| Cnandyn # to Mzoapyzus.. „ Athens, 


Ar Jo thouſand daricks *, noble ſatrap, are 73 ki from creat- LETTER 
ing me a diſagreeable employment, that they give me occaſion 

to improve and indulge my taſte among thoſe curioſities which thou 

deſiredſt me to procure, and at the ſame time are of ſervice to me in 

my miniſterial capacity, by introducing me to the acquaintance of 


many conſiderable perſons, and advancing me to a character which 


the greateſt men here are fond of, that of a lover and judge of thoſe 
elegancies. Were my fellow-labourer CRATIpPus to undertake ſuch 


a commiſſion, he would at once loſe all the- intereſt his ſingular ad- 
dreſs has procured him in the Lacedzmonian adminiſtration; nay, 


LXXXI. 


it were well if he did not get himſelf expelled from that little com- 


munity, where he daily ſups black broth for his maſter's fervice, and 
_ outdoes the native Spartans in bitterneſs againſt the Athenian polite- 
_ neſs and Aſiatick magnificence. But here whatever tends to improve 


or adorn life, has its. ſhare of reputation. The pencil of my coun- 
tryman PARRHAS1US has obtained for him the right of citizenſhip ; 
and PHIDIAs's ſkill in ſtatuary and architecture raiſed him ſo high in 


the ſtate, that he was treated like a publick miniſter, and impeached 


before the people. But thou wilt not wonder at any marks of diſ- 
tinction ſhewn to artiſts in this city, after thy adventure with ZRUxISG 


at Epheſus, if thou recollecteſt with how ſtately an air he received 


thy viſit, and, amidſt all the of nr and attendance of a Dank vice- 


x + See 3 XXX. 
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L. EY = R roy, have freely he reproved thy falſe criticiſms on his works 0.” To 


— thoſe very reproofs is Perhaps in ſome meaſure); owing the ad- 
mirable taſte thou now art maſter of; and which, joined to that 
liberality, which equally diſtinguiſhes thee, will eſtabliſh a ſchool of 
elegance in the Eaſt, and convert our affeQation of the coſtly and 

| unnatural into a love of what is great and ſimple. My ſituation en- 
| 5 ables me to aſſiſt this noble deſign; and it is with the greateſt plea- 

e ſure I give thee a proof of my attention to it, ; wy the eng liſt 
55 of what I have collected. g 


The two figures of Delian braſs are of Poor * US 1 11 one 
fie mers all:the fot beauties of a delicate youth; in the other, he 
| manly grace and the ſtrong maſeling of a body trained to arms. 5 I 
= Thou wilt be apt in the latter to charge the ſculptor with extrava- _ 
| gance ; but the exerciſes conſtantly practiſed in Greece, meu a ſhape = 
to parts, very different from that of the leſs active nations. 


— 


* 


Moſt of the HeRMz Þ, thou wilt obſerve, have the ſame turn of 
countenance. That divine ſweetneſs is not the mere idea of the 
artiſt ; the hint is taken from ALciBiapss 5, the moſt beautiful 
youth in Athens. The Cue1d holding a thunderbolt, which is alſo 
his portrait, I cannot but look upon as ſomething prophetick, as a 
kind of expreſſion of that reputation 11 authority which his charm- 


* The common on ſtory of ALEXANDER and ApELLEs is by ZELIAN, Var. Hiſt, lib. i. 
Cap- 2. told of MRCABTYz Us and Zkuxls. 


+ PoLycLETUs Diapuukxun fecit molliter jurenem & DonrenonuM viriliter 
puerum. PLIN. lb. xxxiv. { 19. 

t Athenienſes illos Hermas ALCIBIADIS ad > Gmilitudinem fabricatos. 
ARNos. adverſus gentes, lib. vi. | | {3 a 


\ | 0 De Cupidine fulmen tenente id affirmatur, Aenne eſſe Princapens looms © in 
=—_ een tate. PI. lib. xxxvi. 94. 


ing 
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ing perſon and Wer engaging behaviour are chorens thy one ta to pro- VE FLEE 


cure him nn his citizens. 


0 was with” 1 1 Jour ys i of AupROrus from the 
family whoſe anceſtor is the hero of it. The intrepidity and eager- 
neſs which appear in the face and action of SCYLLIS, as he fvims 


towards the Perſian galleys, whoſe cables he cut in the bad weather 


before the battle of Artemiſium, are wonderfully expreſſed.” Great 


miniſter, let not the ſubje& offend thee ; we love not our country 
the leſs, when we admire the virtue of an enemy; and a work of 


art like this ſent into Afia, whatever be the ys I conſider — 
the 2 of Greece. 


The Aar of our troops over the Egyptian rebels f is, however, 
a more agreeable piece. The painter, to ſhew it happened upon the 
Nile, has introduced a crocodile ſeizing an aſs upon the bank, and 
enriched the landſcape Was a Sphinx and a Pyramid. i 


Every maſter, thou wilt imagine, was ambitious to ſucceed in th e 


repreſentation of PERICLES . To help the want of proportion in 


his head, and yet not quite loſe ſo ſtriking a particularity, they 


generally covered it with an helmet. He was otherwiſe a moſt 
* * and CTESILAUS '? has done him that juſtice, that i in 
* ANDROBIUS Fa Serin ancoras Perficz claſſis pracidemem. Pl Ix. lib, xxxv. 


$40. 
+ Cum prælium navale e & W pinxifſet, quod in Nilo, cujus aqua 


eſt mari ſimilis, factum volebat intelligi, argumento declaravit, quod arte non poterat; 


aſellum enim in littore bibentem pinxit & crocodilum inſidiantem ei. PLN. ibid. 
So N. Poussix ſhewed, that his ſcene lay in Agypt. 


+ PLuTaRCH in PERICLE. 


§CrxsiLAus —Olympium PERICLEM dignum cognomine. Mirumque i in hac arte 
eſt, — nobiles viros nobiliores fecit. PLIN, lib, Xxxiv. f 19. 
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LETTER this ſtatue every ſpectstor agrees her? is. truly Olys fl : 


Lexx. Mall. II Tul 
; — of Athens, the arbiter of Greece, the orator, t the. gene al, the 


mäan, all appear in his look and attitude. CTESILAUS indeed has 
A 1 the peculiar art of improving __ e and n e to 
\ | _ = the nobleſt lulyeRa. -. T „ n od) 5 eon Nee 
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i 13 this elegant porn god ny mile chow think = the 

| | fame great perſon, expoſed | in the ridiculous draughts of a painter in 

| = CLEON' s Pay, his only deformity aggravated, and every feature de- 

| 5 baſed? Through all this thou wilt ſtill perceive a ſhocking likeneſs; 
and the paint ſeems as happily to have copied the abuſive deſcription 
of the comick poet CRATINUSs *, as PHIDIAS did thoſe fublime 
verſes T of HoMER in the 40 of his JUPITER. Such is the 
licence of the pencil at Athens. But it goes higher, and burleſques 
even their gods in the ſtory of the birth of Bacchus, where Ju- 
PITER appears in the dreſs and poſture of a woman in labour, with the 

goddeſſes, like goſſips, ſtanding round him. The enlightened adorers 

| of Mirnkàs, potent ſatrap, may ſafely join in the laugh at ſuch 


— — - —— — — —— —— — 5 — 
4 pn FH——_—_ 


monſtrous repreſentations. To expreſs the deity under any form, 

we know to be abſurd and impious ; but at the ſame time we muſt 
allow, that to this ſuperſtition of the Greeks the arts of deſign owe 
| their perfection and their very being. The rude image of ſome god 
3 | | © was the firſt effort of ſculpture, and the moſt curious paintings adorn; 
| . the walls of the texaples. 


= 


The encomiums of the poets have made Myzon' 8 + © cow ſo Emos / 
hat I was en en to procure it for chee. II is indeed a e 


— 0 


# The verſes are quoted by PLuUTARCH in PERICLE. 


+ Petulanti pictura innotuit, Jovs Liberum parturiente depicto mitrato, & mulc- 
briter ingemiſcente inter obſtetricia dearum. PLIN. lib. xxxv. { 40. 


1 


t MrxoneEm—bucula maximè el celebratis verlibus laudata. b kum, | 
— Þ 7 NEON 8, l 


piece. 
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he accompanies it, he moſt ingeniouſly ſhews us the temper and 
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piece. The kinky chou wilt ſee; is of a different kind Suns 628 LETTER 
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employed by PoLycLeTvs *; it comes from the forges of 1 — 


Theſe two rivals vie even in the alte of their — 


* 


The lion ee 15 Cupids; by the fame land, Arikes me 


* 


much more, Wouldſt thou think it poſſible for that nobleneſs of 
character, which diſtinguiſhes the gods and heroes of PI DIAS W 


be diſplayed in the brute creation? MyRoN's lion will con vince 
thee of it. The boys are deſigned with ſuch - ſoftneſs T, and placed 


fo advantageouſly, (ſome tying garlands round his neck, ſome 
playing with his -paws, or climbing up his fideg,) that no group, 


however ſuperior on account of its tubjeq, has been more ad- 
mired. | 


The Genive of Athens is the 6020 of a Cares 6 By me 
expreſſion he has given to his. figure, and the attributes with which 


ſtate of this people. There is an air of grandeur mixed with levity, 45 
and a fierceneſs tempered by generoſity. The owl repreſents poli- 
tical prudence, the caduceus eloquence, and the trident the do- 
minion of the ſea. In general, I muſt confeſs, theſe allegorical 
foly ects ſeldom pleaſe me. It is difficult to find ſymbols that ex- 


* 


. j* ære Mrzon uſus eſt, Deliaco PoLYcLeTvs, wquites atque condiſci- 
pul: : : æmulatio ijs & in materia fuit. PLN. lib. xxxiv. $ . 


+ Like the famous lion of Rusexs. 


+ Leæna, aligerique ludentes cum ea Cupidines; quorum 41 1 tenerent, 


alij e cornu cogerent n * calcearent ſoccis. PLIN. lib. xxxvi. 94. The boys 
like FraMINGo's, 


$ Pinxit Pang ASIUS Aku Arkeilendum, argumente quoque ingenioſo; ; volebat 
namque varium, iracundum, injuſtum, inconſtantem, eundem exorabilem, clementem, 


miſericordem, excelſum, glorioſum, humilem, W Fugacemque & omnĩa pariter 
oſtendere. Fr. by. xxxv. 5 36. 
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— as are authoriſed by em 
ſpectator, inſtead of entert 
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I will not int the pleaſure, which 

| receive from this account, with buſineſs of Gates My 

Yo patches [ have addreſſed to the chief ſcribe. I would 

on this occaſion, not as the loweſt flave of ArTAx 

"Wo ſupport-of his throne, but as a paſſionate lover 
generous protector of them. | pL 


8 a 

* 

* * 

. $ 1 

, 5 
. P 
* ? 
# 4 
. 2 * 
* 7 * 
A 1 
* * — 
* 
! * 
* 

* * 

* - 

% 
8 „* 
610 
% 
x 
\ 
At 2 
4 1 l 
* * 
5 5. ode ea — % . 


2 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


#42 
. 


A. M. un. 


Second Year r of the 886 ages 
| The e ar of the ragen. Wor. 
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LETTER IXI. 


" Cunanpan to Sonn As. W Athens. 


a 1 vaſion of Attica by the allied army under the command of CI E- 
OMENES, guardian to PAUSANIAS, the young Spartan king; and 
likewiſe of the failing of ALcidas, with forty ſhips from the Pelo- | 


ponneſian ports, to the relief of Mitylene. CRATIPPUS cannot have 


failed to ſend the earlieſt accounts of both theſe events directly from 
Sparta. It falls within my province to ſend advice of the retreat 


of CLEOMENES, who, after adding to the deſolation of the country, 
(if any thing ſtill remained to be laid waſte in a fifth ſucceſſive in- 


IMAGINE it pi Is "oe to > inform the Perſian Faroe oft! che! in- Kn 1 
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road,) kept hovering about with a flying camp ſome time, in ex- 


pectation of the fleet's ſucceſs which had been ſent to Leſbos. The 
allies, by making theſe annual incurſions, ſeem to have it in view 


to diſtreſs the Athenians, in deſtroying their crops, and obliging the 


inhabitants of the villages -to continue pent up within the walls of 
Athens; and they hope, that the inconveniencies to which thoſe un- 
fortunate families: are reduced, who have now for four years been 
deprived of their ancient habitations and the revenues of their eſtates, 
1 . e 5 — 
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venge over their revolted tributaries. Every man entertai ins bis 
friends, decks his houſe with laurel, puts on his White robe, and 
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will produce at laſt e elde RO in their herein The want of 
— proviſions in Athens was ſo great for ſome days, that the poorer 

Citizens began a tumult, which might have proved of dangerous 
conſequence. They firſt pillaged two merchants warehouſes in the 


ſtreet of the tripods, and next aſſembled in great numbers to plun- 
der the markets; but Dior ius, the archon polemarch, with a de- 


tachment of the garriſon, diſperſed them, and took the ringleaders 


priſoners. Soon after, the Sitonai and Agoranomoi (to whom the 
care of furniſhing the city with corn and the inſpection of the mar- 
kets are committed) brought in ſupplies from Eubcea and the coaſt 
of Aſia Minor, and the publick tranquillity was completely reſtored, 
The news arrived lately from Leſbos has entirely changed the ſcene. 


The complaints of the miſeries and expences of war are ſucceeded | 


by the joyful acclamations of victory, and the pleaſing ideas of re- 


pays his oblations at the ſhrine of his tutelar deity. The porticos 
of the temples are adorned with arms, and the priſons filled with 


captives. Yeſterday was kept as a ſolemn feſtival, and the Prytanes 
and Archons aſſiſted at a thankſgiving- ſacrifice to JoeITE R, in the 
name of the republick. Thou wilt judge, noble ſcribe, what occaſion 

there is for theſe rejoicings, when I tell thee, Mitylene is ſurren- 
dered. The inhabitants, reduced to great neceſſity through a ſcarcity 
of proviſions, and deſpairing of ſuccours from their allies, raiſed a 
ſudden commotion, obliged the rieh to diftribute corn to the poor, 
and refuſed to obey further orders from their magiſtrates towards the 
defence of the town. The latter ſeeing all authority Ioſt in the dif- 


orders of the enraged populace, and apprehending, that the next 


| Rep they took would be to come to an agreement with the Athe- 


nians, from whence themſelves might be excluded, ſent out deputies 
** their own to PAchEs, who commanded the ſiege; and that ge- 
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| _ ſhould den immediately ſurrendered to the troops of the republick, 
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Ct itulate on theſe apes: 1. That the i | 
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provided for them during their ſtay in the iſſand. 
en 2 ſhould be at liberty to determine concerning | 
a puniſhment. of the Mitylenians, in what manner- they. pleaſed. 3% 2 
3. That Pacuzs ſhould neither put to death, imiprifon, nor incloſe 5 
any citizen. of Mitylene, till the pleaſure of his ſtate was known. 
Theſe terms were ſtrictly obſerved. © Pachzs has ſent back to 


Athens a part of his ſquadron, with a relation of the poſture of af- 


fairs in Leſbos, and SarzTHus, an agent of Lacedzmon, and the 


principal authors of the revolt, priſoners. | 4 Along with them like- 
wiſe is arrived a deputation of the magiſtrates of Mitylene, who 
come to implore the mitigation of the puniſhment intended to be in- 


flicted on them for their revolt. I much doubt, whether they will 


ſucceed in their errand. The people in general ſeem inclined, by 4 
rigorous ſentence, to deter the reſt of their allies from the leaſt OP 
thought of ſhaking off their dependance. No news is yet arrived 4 
of the Peloponneſian ſhips ; ſeveral are uneafy, leſt they ſhould ſur- 
prize the army and fleet at Mitylene, who a are n n that 


ſecurity WI accompanies es ne HET ee Burets Bn -— 


If I can collect any thing 1 what Nicander has communicated 
to thee of the views of his ſtate in ſeeking an alliance with Perſia, it 
is, that they are unwilling to be reproached by the reſt of Greece 
with having brought in Barbarians to decide the quarrel,” which 


makes them not very forward to ſmooth the openings to a negocia- 


tion. At the ſame time they are inclined to keep on fair terms with: . 
the Great King, that they may be able to puſh on an alliance with 
him more briſkly, when any remarkable ſtroke of ill fortune befalls 
them. I would offer it to thy conſideration, whether it would not 


be adviſable for the Perfiag miniſtry, in x return, to ſhew an abſolute 


averſeneſs 
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elne, to comply with their extravagant * * 


like that of Perſia ready to be thrown into the oppoſite ſale. T am 


practices of Sac As were founded rather on the chimerical hopes of 


than any formed plan of the great ſatraps of Media, or the _ 
_ diſcontent of that province. There is a merchant of Samos at Suſa, 


” 
Wy 


_ « impreſſion, they need not doubt of ſucceſs in whatever they 


a y 


ſome inclinations of joining with the Athenians, - 1 5 eee 
would ſoken their Liffaeſs and diſdainful pride, when they ia weicht 


encouraged to uſe this freedom, illuſtrious miniſter, from the gene- 
rous confidence with which thou honoureſt 'me in thy diſpatches; 
a confidence, which more than repays the value of my ſervices, and 
even makes the danger, to which my Ration expoſes me, diſappear. 
It rejoices me, to be aſſured from thy authority, that the deteſtable 


a forward traitor, and ſome ſpeeches thrown out by malecontents, 


by name PYTHON, a notable man, whom the Athenians employ as 
a ſpy upon the ſublime court. I ſaw one of his letters in the hands 
of a ſenator of my acquaintance, which relates to an inftruftion he 
had received from the ſenate to diſcover the progreſs of the Lacedz- 
monian negociation, and ſound the temper of the miniſters with re- 
gard to an embaſſy from hence. PyTHON writes word, that © no 
one could perſonally be more diſagreeable to the Perſian court, | 
« than the reſident Nic AN DER; and if ſome Athenians of addreſs 
and politeneſs, enabled by large appointments to entertain magni- 
ficently, and conform to the manners of the Eaſt; were ſent 
thither, before the Lacedzmonian repreſentations had made any 


K 
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The Achenians are juſt FREVE'Y of halle beſt admiral, * the N 
death of PHoRM1o ; he was an officer of long experience, and de- 
ſerved reputation having diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the war againſt 


the Samians, and commanded with great very: and Kill at the 
ſiege 
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ſiege of Potidzra, and the two naval fights off Naupactus, of which LETTER 
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thou wilt find a relation in my diſpatches of the third year. His | — 


plain frugal way of living was extremely well ſuited to the ſimplicity | 


of the firſt ages of the republick, and is now almoſt become a pro- 


verb. His loſs is mc regretted by the ſailors; for though he 


kept up a ſtrict diſcipline, he behaved towards them with great 


humanity, and reſembled them in the honeſt roughneſs of his of 


manners. | 


1 wil jun upon che point of cloſing up theſe letters under tlie 
cover of Hip IAS, when DiopoTvs, one of the Prytanes, a lead- 


ing man here, made me a viſit, and informed me, amongſt other 


particulars, that a light frigate was juſt arrived, which brought letters 


from Pachks, importing, that two ſhips of his ſquadron, the Fa- 
ralus and Salamis, being out on a cruize, had diſcovered ALcipas's | 
ſquadron lying off the iſland Claros. As ſoon as he received this 
intelligence, he ſailed from Mitylene ; and though he purſued them 


as far as Latmos, he could not come up with them. He had inter- 


cepted letters from TzuTIPALUs, admiral of Elis, to this effect; 
that, © whilſt they were on their voyage to Leſbos, they heard of the 
«ſurrender of Mitylene. Upon this, a council of war was called, 
« in which ALciDAs declared himſelf for a retreat, contrary to his 


* opinion and that of other officers, who propoſed to land the troops: 


« -by night, and ONS the e before age: were ſettled 1 in 
their e 95 


. 


Forget not, potent ſatrap, to. lay me at the feet of the mighty 
ARTAXERXES, the ſhadow of the divine OROMASDES on earth. 
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T HE hideous: noiſes of the 785 BR prevailed lady L fo 


veral days in this city, on account of the orgies and ceremo- 


nies performed at the Dionyſia, have left ſuch an impreſſion upon 


my mind, as is not to be effaced by any tranquillity I enjoy at preſent, ; 
IT own to thee, HyDASPES, I am ſo ſhocked with what I have ſeen 


and heard, that I can no longer think I dwell with the polite Athe- 


tranſported into a tribe of barbarous Scythians, where the wildeſt 


frenzy and licentiouſneſs have triumphed over all the dictates of | 
Thus enthuſiaſm gets the better of our reaſon ; 'Y 
and they, who attend to the falſe principles of the Greek ſuperſti- 


Fd 


tions, forget to behave with the ſame decency and good ſenſe in the 


| buſineſs of religion, which influence them in the ordinary concern- 


ments of life. The entertainments which pleaſe me moſt, are the 
publick ſpectacles of the theatre; and thou mayeſt imagine I have 


not been ſo incurious an obſerver of what paſſes round me, as to ne- 

glect being preſent at every repreſentation of this kind. 5 Theſe are 
chiefly exhibited on their greateſt feſtivals; I mean thoſe of Bacchus 

and MINERVA; and are celebrated with as much gat; and. ſplen- 


dour in the midſt of a tedious and expenſive war, as in the moſt 


diſſolute times of peace and luxurious plenty. For the genius of 5 
this people i is equally turned to matters- of diverſion and amuſement, 


as to the humane and military arts; and not a holiday 1 in or ca- 
lendar 


It is with difficulty I can refrain from f imagining myſelf 


5 
A 
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lendar is unattended with nartia Sebi in nee of ſome . 
or a a ſacred eco in honour of ſome _—_ | 


Lf 


: The aan l is built 3 in a 1 form on one "TY 


and ſquare-wiſe on the other. The ſpace compriſed within the for- 


mer is allotted to the ſpectators, and contains many ſeats, which riſe 


gradually to the top of it. The ſquare part in the front belongs to 


the actors, and in the interval between both lies the orcheſtra. The 
ſemi-cirele has three rows of pillars raiſed one upon another, which 
form the body of the edifice in three different ſtories. From the 
higheſt of theſe, the women ſee the repreſentation, protected from 
the inclemencies of the weather. As the actor can ſcarcely be heard 
to the extremity of the theatre without aſſiſtance, the Athenians have 


contrived an ingenious method of ſupplying that defect; they have 


placed huge vaſes of braſs under the ſeats, which, being toned to all 


the different modulations of the human voice, convey the ſounds 


more ſtrongly and diſtinetiy to the ear of the auditor. The orcheſ- 
tra, particularly ſo called, is appropriated to the dancers and panto- 
mimes, who play between the aQs and at the. end of divers repre- 
ſentations. On the one ſide ſtand the chorus; on the other, the 
band of muſic. The ſcenes occupy the whole an of the building 


from ſide to ſide; and when they are changed, ſhew occaſionally to 


the ſpeQators, either a private apartment or the forum, the city or 
the country. As only the porticos are roofed, it is neceſſary to 


draw fail-cloth, faſtened with cords to maſts, over the reſt of the 5 
theatre, to defend the ſpeQators from the heat of the ſun. But as 


chis cannot prevent the warmth occaſioned by the breath and perſpi- 
ration of ſuch vaſt numbers as are uſually preſent : at theſe entertain- 


ments, they take care to allay it by perfumed waters, conveyed for 


that purpoſe above the porticos, which falling again through an 
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Tu: HE bideons: noiſes of the 8 which prevailed laidly 5 ſe 
veral days in this city, on account of the orgies and ceremo- 
nies performed at the Dionyſia, have left ſuch an impreſſion upon 


my mind, as is not to be effaced by any tranquillity I enjoy at preſent, 


L own to thee, HYDASPES, I am fo ſhocked with what I have ſeen 


and heard, that 1 can no longer think I dwell with the polite Athe- 


nians. It is with difficulty I can refrain from i imagining myſelf 
tranſported into a tribe of barbarous Scythians, where the wildeſt 
frenzy and licentiouſneſs have triumphed over all the dictates of 
common modeſty. Thus enthuſiaſm gets the better of our reaſon * 


and they, who attend to the falſe principles of the Greek ſuperſti- 
tions, forget to behave with the ſame decency and good ſenſe in tha 


buſineſs of religion, which influence them in the ordinary concern- 
ments of life. The entertainments which pleaſe me moſt, are the 


publick ſpectacles of the theatre; and thou mayeſt imagine I have 


not been ſo incurious an obſerver of what paſſes round me, as to ne- 
glect being preſent at every repreſentation of this kind, Theſe are 8 


chiefly exhibited on their greateſt feſtivals ; I mean thoſe of Bacchus 


and MINERVA; and are celebrated with as much gaiety and. ſplen- 


dour in the midſt of a tedious and expenſive war, as in the moſt 
diſſolute times of peace and luxurious plenty. For the genius of 
this people i is equally turned to matters · of diverſion and amuſement, 


as to the humane and military arts; and not a es. ts in For ca- 
lendar 
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lendar is 0 with 5 


— in iemory of ſome 12 5 
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: The Achenion 9 is e in a - form on one fide, 
and ſquare- wiſe on the other. The ſpace compriſed within the for- 


mer is allotted to the ſpectators, and contains many ſeats, which riſe 


gradually to the top of it. The ſquare part in the front belongs to 


the actors, and in the interval between both lies the orcheſtra. The 


ſemi-cirele has three rows of pillars raiſed. one upon another, which 
form the body of the' edifice in three different ſtories. From the 
higheſt of theſe, the women ſee the repreſentation, protected from 


the inclemencies of the weather. As the actor can ſcarcely be heard 


to the extremity of the theatre without aſſiſtance, the Athenians have 


contrived an ingenious method of ſupplying that defect; they have 


placed huge vaſes of braſs under the ſeats, which, being toned to all 
the different modulations of the human voice, convey the ſounds 
more ſtrongly and diſtinctly to the car of the auditor. The orcheſ- 


tra, particularly ſo called, is appropriated to the dancers and panto- 


mimes, who play between the acts and at the end of divers repre- 


| ſentations. On the one ſide ſtand the chorus; on the other, the 
band of muſic. The ſcenes occupy the whole un of the building 


from ſide to ſide; and when they are changed, ſhew occaſionally to 
the ſpeQators, either a private apartment or the forum, the city or 


the country. As only the porticos are roofed, it is neceſſary to 


draw ſail-cloth, faſtened with cords to maſts, over the reſt of the 


329 
LETTER 


EXXXIIL. 
; x — 


cheatre, to defend the ſpectators from the heat of the ſun. But as 


chis cannot prevent the warmth occaſioned by the breath and perſpi- 
ration of ſuch vaſt numbers as are uſually preſent : at theſe entertain- 
ments, they take care to allay it by perfumed waters, conveyed for 
that purpoſe above the porticos, which falling again through an 


infinity of ſmall 2 concealed in the ſtatues, with which the E 
Fell... 95 vy 8 85 5 theatre 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS, 


1 12 r R theatre abound Ane not TY an ngrecable\ coolneſs all round, 5 

but the moſt fragrant ſcents." I remember I was laſt year preſent in 
the theatre to ſee one of the. tragedies of EURIPIDES, when on a 

n ſudden we were diſturbed by a violent ſtorm of thunder and lightning, 

; Sp - | . immediately obliged all the ſpectators, in great confuſion, to 

= . retire for ſome time within the porticos behind the ſeats of the 

theatre. It was indeed one of the moſt miſerable hours T: have 


paſſed ſince my arrival here, on account of the diſorder which muſt 


neceſſarily attend ſo great a crowd ; but I was amply rewarded for 
my ſufferings by the excellent performance that ſucceeded} it, The laſt | 
play I ſaw was the Acharnenſes of ARISTOPHANSS. It was exhi- 
5 Fo bited a few days ſince, and | is the ſecond comedy that riſing poet has | 
1 55 4 1 produced. The Judges pronounced i in favour of it againſt ſeveral | 
3 5 others, which were preſented to them; and the prize was beſtowed 
1 3 RR „„ on him with honour. On the morning before the repreſentation, 
S P Pn1LEMON and I were walking together in the forum, and ſaw many 
228 I. a of the citizens going up to the citadel to receive their oboli (accord- | 
2 ing to PERICLES's law) for frequenting the theatre. My patron 
5 2 ; took notice to me of it, and told me, that he had vehemently op- 
1 poſed that law when it was offered, and therefore diſdained accept- 
ing the penſion which it gave him a right to demand, In the after- 
«Hh noon I had the good fortune to accompany him to the play. We 
? . . ſat almoſt in the centre of the theatre, and were not only well ſitu- 
0 | ated for a view of the ſpeQacle, but had at the ſame time an oppor- 
5 5 - tunity of ſurveying an audience of thirty thouſand people, without 
. 0 ence or interruption. Soon after we entered, the muſick joined 
od Cp in one of the moſt pleaſing concerts 1 have ever heard, compoſed | 


by the union of the Dorick harp with the Phrygian flute; and my 
good friend looked round him with that air of complacency and ſar 
tisfaction, which the ſight of a numerous and cheerful company is 
apt to raiſe in a mind always exerting its humanity. As thou haſt 
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never Nees any letters from me relating to thi Atheniat theatre, LETT R R 


LXXXIII. 


or their manner of acting, L ſhall, mention to thee in this its moſt * 


ſtriking peculiarities. The firſt remarkable thing which occurs, in 
that the actors are all maſked; for they ſay, the expreſſion of the 


countenance would be loſt at the further end of the theatre, without 


ſome invention of that ſort. In comedy it has a further uſe, in ex- 
hibiting caricaturas of ſuch n on the ſtage as the poet has an 
intention of ſetting in a ridiculous or ſcandalous light. I obſerved 
a man placed with a pitch-pipe in his hand behind one of the ſide- 


ſcenes, which played a note in the right key, whenever it was pro- 


per for the actors to give a different modulation to their voices; and 


I ſaw another ſtationed near him with an iron plate at the bottom of 
his foot, which he ſtruck upon the ground at ſtated intervals, to 


guide them in the well-timing of their action; as if the words and 


ſentiment would not almoſt of courſe. lead an underſtanding player 


into the geſture and tone of voice which my” WP. en to ex- 
preſs both. | „„ 980 


For my own part, I am amazed how the national delicacy of 
Athens can endure ſo many glaring contradictions to nature; but 
though I have converſed with the moſt judicious among them on this 
head, I find the irreſiſtible force of prejudice and cuſtom has got the 
better of all ſenſe of propriety and decorum. Nor was I more pleaſed 
with. the comedy, than with the action. The plan of it was wholly 
fackious, and deſigned to intimate the ſuperior excellence of peace 
above war. It repreſented an inhabitant of a little town in Attica 
much diſtreſſed by the loſſes he had undergone in the Peloponneſian | 
campaigns, .and unable to bear them any longer, 'The poet intro- 
duced this man making a private excluſive agreement with the La- 
cedæmonian army, and enjoying the fruits of peace, while the Achar- 
nian, Megarians, and Athenians endure: all the: painful hardſhips | 
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and ſervices of war. He jefiifuated that the people are Ad 
either by the threats or promiſes: of the ſenate, and the ambition of 


CLzON and Lamacnvs, their generals, who advance their parti- 


cular intereſt by prolonging the common calamity. In ſhort, nei- 
ther the ſtate nor its officers, nay, not even the honoured memory 
of PERICLES, was treated with mercy in this one play. In the very 


firſt act of it he ridiculed the aſſembly of Athens and the embaf. 


ſadors ſent abroad by their countrymen, by ſuppoſing ſome of the 


latter to give a ſenſeleſs account to the former of a trifling negocia- 
tion with the Great King. In the ſecond act, he reflected on Cuzon's 
character with peculiar ſeverity for the proſecution commenced 


againſt him laſt year, as one who expoſed the commonwealth to 


4 the deriſion of ſtrangers.” And the chorus pronounced a vaunt- 


ing panegyrick on ARISTOPHANES's qualities, as an excellent 


_ « cenſor of manners, and counſellor of the ſtate ; as one who de- 
„ ſerved highly of the Athenians, and had been much enquired 


after by the Perſian monarch.“ This fulſome ſtrain was received 


with a thunder of applauſe, and accompanied with a new dance of 
ARISTOPHANES's invention. The whole piece was interſperſed 
with ſeveral parodies on EUR1PIDEs, and an infinite number of allu- 


ſions to the publick tranſactions. 


When the play was over, I could not help diſcovering my ſurprize 
to PHILEMON, as we walked home together, at the general appro- 
bation given by the audience to ſuch unjuſt and indecent ſeurrility. 
Surely, ſaid I, the performances of your comick poets are as ſo many 
ſeditious firebrands, thrown by publick authority among the people 

to inflame them. Their wit is like the moſt dangerous and deadly 
poiſon, ſufficient to corrupt the minds of the vulgar againſt thoſe 
who preſide over the arms and counſels of the ſtate. Are ye not 
apprehenſive, that contempt will one day beget hatred, and hatred 
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will breaks; out 1 violence and rebellion? Methinks while the LETTER . 
citizens. in the adminiſtration have the management of the ſtage, it — 
ſhould ſeem natural for them to e its politicks according to their 
own | ſchemes, and make it ſpeak in their favour | to the people. 
ri wetablonercie hill owing you know in Athens Fo os 
we conſider the ſtage, as a centinel poſted by our conſtitution to | 
warn the republick of approaching perils. We are afraid of intruſt- 
ing the leaſt: degree of power with the beſt of our citizens, and | 
whenever we are brought to that neceſſity, we have a thouſand arts 
of watching over them; of putting them out of conceit with their 
greatneſs, leſt they ſhould grow too fond of it; and of ſetting them 
on their guard in actions of the minuteſt conſequence. How does 
it beat down the little pride of miniſters, to reflect, that all their 
meaſures are canvaſſed by a comick poet; and that their foibles are 
expoſed licentiouly to the publick view, while the ridicule is reliſhed 
and applauded by their countrymen ? But, faid I, are not their 
meaſures enough cenſured or commended in the proper -places of 
debating, in the aſſemblies of the people? Is it not ſufficient, that 
they are examined by the art of your orators, without being hu- 
morouſly abuſed by your poets and play-writers? Beſides, it is 
dangerous to regard ridicule as the criterion of truth, for it- preſents 
us commonly with partial and unfair repreſentations | of it. By 
_ throwing falſe colours over the dictates of wiſdom, we may give 
them the appearance of folly; and I take ARISTOPHANES to be 
more concerned for the ſucceſs of a witticiſm, than the welfare 
of the publick; a buffoon, who could be ſearcely grave upon the 
ruin of his e 
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P HILEMON was going to o reply, and I would have talked with 
him more upon the ſubj ect, but he was unfortunately called off by 


ſome of his acquaintance, Forgive me then, if I vent my aſtoniſh- | 
ment 
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LETTER mm ment to thee. | Is it n6t FRAY my noble friend, that the public 


— Archons ſhould authorize theſe fatires on the publick officers and 


- meaſures of the ſtate ? or that thoſe, who are intended by the conſtitu- 
tion to reſtrain, ſhould yet be the legal encouragers of licentiouſneſs? 


Is it not impious, that in the very act of devotion to a deity, they 


ſhould dare to laugh at, and expreſs their contempt for that deity? 
Is it not impolitick, that the civil magiſtrate ſhould not only be 


acceſſary to a libel on his methods of exerciſing the civil authority, | 


but even ſtrike by this means at religion, the ſupport” and founda- 


tion of that authority ? Is it not more than abſurd, that every private 
citizen ſhould be paid out of the publick funds, for going, where 


an affection for new diverſions would of courſe invite him; and 
that the revenue ſhould be thus idly waſted, in the midſt of a Wr, 
and to the diſappointment of the publick fervice? Was it not incon- 
fiſtent with the character of a wiſe man, to propoſe the law which 
enacted this extravagance, and at. once eſtabliſh it beyond the power 
of a repeal? Perhaps it would not have amazed one, if PERICLES 
had given money to the people, to prevent them from frequenting 
a place, where his own character was ſo infamouſly. reviled. But 
was it not ridiculous to take pains in quickening their appetite for 
ſcandal? and did he not a& unbecoming the greatneſs of his temper, 
in ſtooping to ſuch a dirty and fatal art of popularity ? Is it not 


incredible, that the repreſentation of a few tragedies ſhould have 


coſt. more money to this city, than the naval armaments of all 


Greece, in defence of its freedom againſt XegRxXes ? or that the 


Athenian republick ſhould be unanimouſly profuſe in improving 


thoſe pleaſures, which may contribute hereafter to deſtroy it, like 


the wretch who decorates the funeral pile, on which he is one day 
to be burnt? How inconſiſtent is the lawleſs democracy of Athens ! 
while the government under which thou liveſt, potent ſatrap, is 
more ſteady in its movements, more Jealous of its power, and more 
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ATHENIAN: LETTERS. 
bender of the regard: chat is ; hewn to it. Were duch a fellow ad 


who can expoſe an honeſt, a u diſconcert a wiſe meaſure, who can 
recommend 3 and ſandtify a baſe one; by the holy fire of 
the magi, our monarch would put him to the ſevereſt torments his 
royal vengeance could inflict, and doom him to che DE death 
of walejeQors + in the Ce * at | Echatana. | 
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vo ny vequilatitice” in Gat Jeter, It f 18 at theſe times 1 


indulge my imagination in laying out new plans for regulating the 


government of Perſia; and I can ſcarcely forbear ſmiling at myſelf, 


if my power of doing good were but equal to my will. Had 1 
| ith-you at the time of conferrin + with your Athenian 


Kriens; I ſhould have entered more largely into the argument than 


vou did, and not have ſoftened ſo much what was: ſaid - concern- 
ing the Grecian conſtitution. Indeed, I cannot blame the diſcre- 
tion, which yoo uſed in yours win, circumſtances. Oe you 


_ An lich tower pie fled a We with VEE * eriminzl 
Was thrown. headlong from the top of it into them, where, by means of a wheel, 
they were raiſed about him, till he was. ſuffocated. See VALER, Max. Vin c. 2. 


Exter. 96. 2 Maccab. e. „i. Note by.the tranſlator. „ 5 
"Fs e e . 5 | 
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ARISTOPHANES to publiſh his comedies in Perſia, with a view to — | 


ridicule the actions af ſo great a miniſter as MxoABTZ us; a fellow, 


n I reflect, how excellently I ſhould behave as a miniſter of ſtate, 


_ have 
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LETTER have el more weight wo his reaſoning in the cloſe of: your 
_ © BARNS  - 

— account of it, than I can by any means perceive in it: And thougk, 
according to your letter, the man expreſſed himſelf with fluency 
and vivacity on the ſubje&, yet methinks it was rather glittering 
in the words, than ſtrong in the ſenſe. - I confeſs to thee, Cue 
ANDER, after much deliberation; I am willing to impute the fail- 
ure of XIRXES“ s expedition, not to the valour of that divided 
| people among whom thou refideſt, but to the raſh counſellors 
who approved the deſign of that extraordinary invaſion, and to the 

meaſures which directed it. Thou wilt obſerye, I have endeavoured 
= to ſpeak impartially to this point ; thou knoweſt my relation to 
| 1 Greece, by my extraction from that country ; ; thou knoweſt my 
of relation to Perſia, from the happineſs I enjoy under the influence 
and protection of the Great King. I am not, however, ſo preju- 
diced in favour of the one, as to give the merit of its ſucceſs | 
to bravery and good conduct alone; nor ſo blind to the miſtakes 
of the other, as either to conceal its diſgrace, or palliate its ill ma- - 
nagement. 5 


The chief thing which XERXES wanted, was a true judgment. 
Preſuming on his own deſerts, he was unfit to give or to receive 
good advice. Puffed up by the nauſeous breath of flattery, his 
miniſters knew the art of inſinuating, without even the appearance 
of ſuggeſting ; and the conſequence of this proved, that no man was 
ever more amuſed, managed, and betrayed than he, who fancied 
himſelf protected from all of them by his ſuperior underſtanding. 
His headſtrong temper led him into the wildeſt and moſt unnatural 
projects, while he fondly believed the power of the Perſian empire 
was ſufficient to ſupport them. He entertained high notions of the 
regal dignity ; and his ambition prompted him to unite the world in 
an univerſal monarchy. At the ſame time, he was not ſenſible of 
-- M8 
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his own want of courage and intro to execute the ſcheme. . And | LETTER 


indeed I have often thought it wonderfully | gracious in Providence, 
that it did not impart a very conſiderable ſhare of either, to one who 


was ſo deſirous to become the deſtroyer of mankind. As ſoon as he 
had declared, that his enterprizing views'were all levelled at the 
Grecians, he fitted out ſuch a fleet, as no harbour could receive; 
and raiſed ſuch an army as could be drawn up on no plain in Europe 
or in Aſia. So unwieldy a body of forces was an idle ſpectacle, 
not a formidable ſtrength; nor could he, as he vainly imagined, be 
advantaged by theſe numbers, ſince they would ſerve equally to in- 
commode a retreat, or to prevent a victory. He ordered a cut to be 
made through Mount Athos, as an inſtance of his greatneſs, and to 


perpetuate his name to poſterity; for his fleet might have coaſted 


round the Peninſula, or have been conveyed over the land with leſs 
difficulty. How ridiculous was his deſign of a bridge acroſs the 
Helleſpont! How impertinent were his expreſſions of fury, when 
he found the waves, the winds, and the ſeaſons were not under his 
controul! After much time loſt in theſe vaſt and ſenſeleſs prepara- 
tions, he ſwept like a mighty torrent over the nations of the earth. 


When he came to Abydos, he ſent meſſengers to all the Greeks, de- 


manding earth and water, except to the Athenians and the Spartans. 
He knew how roughly they had uſed his father's heralds on a former 


occaſion, and he conjectured how they would uſe his on this. A 
great multitude ſubmitted to his embaſſadors, embraced his offers, 


and encreaſed his army. After he had paſſed the Helleſpont, and 
advanced through Theſſaly, he arrived at Thermopylæ. There it 
was the Greeks ſhould have drawn down their forces; thoſe ſtreights 5 


ſhould have been conſidered as the barrier of their country. But 


ſome were afraid of the Perſian, and therefore willing to join 


with him; others ſhewed themſelves fooliſhly ſanguine for prece- 
dency, and choſe to facrifice their intereſt to form; many wavered 
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ing their aſſiſtance. He found three hundred Spartalls, with Lzox 2 


they behaved with a bravery exceeding che bounds of Probability, 
and almoſt too extravagant for romance. It is ſaid, the king 1 
placed himſelf on an eminence to ſurvey the battle. It is added, 


eaſily through the ſtreights, and forwarded his conqueſt. He ſuf- 
fered his fleet to lie expoſed to ſtorms along the coaſt of Magneſia, 


it always in fight, and that it ſhould do him no other ſervice than 


to fly in caſe of a total defeat, it may be hard to determine. How- 


ATHENIAN: LETTERS. 


in x their opinion, ſtood debating on their meaſures, and delayed in ie. 


DAS at their head, to oppoſe him. He engaged them; and it is true 


that he was even alarmed at what he law; and had the Greeks been 
united at that time, I ſhall own they might have defeated his forces 
in the ſtreights. Then XIERAXESs would have deſerted his throne | 
with anxiety for his perſonal ſafety, inſtead of mann from i it r 
in a Tudden conſternation. | . 


One ſtep he might have taken, which would have opened his way 


and it was nothing more than an uſeleſs incumbrance on the ocean; 
whereas he ought to have employed it in ravaging the coaſts, in 
burning the ports of Peloponneſus, in making deſcents upon their 
country, in creating a diverſion of their ſtrength; and thus he would 
have fatigued, haraſſed, and exhauſted the Greeks. But he had a 
wrong method of making the fleet act in concert with the land 
forces, (as he conſtantly called it,) by which he only meant to keep 


accompany his motions, and fail cloſe by the ſhore, while he tra- 
verſed the land. Whether he did this, that it might be in his power 


ever no meaſure could be more abſurd, more unlike one of a reach- 
ing head, or a general of prudence and activity. He had many 
opportunities of ſending a ſquadron of ſhips (according to the 
counſel of DEMARATVUS) to the iſland of Cythera, which is op- 
* in Lacadæmen, from whence he 1 have annoyed and 

diſtreſſed 
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diſtreſſed: it; but he improved none, and neglected them all. In- LE TTER 


„ LXXXIVz 
ſtead of bending every accident to fixed and rational purpoſes, he 


ſuffered thoſe accidents perpetually to ſhift and vary the unſettled 
and irregular ſchemes of his policy; and the whole expedition 
ſerves to convince us of this, that, far from contriving with phlegm, 


or performing with ſpirit, he determined with precipitation and 
en and acted _ eee and weakneſs, 805 


The SE at eee was now Jo dikes hits: be hatches 
through Phocis, and wen he had rifled the temple at Delphi, en- 
camped in Bœotia. In the mean time, his fleet, after a violent ſtorm, 
in which it was much ſhattered, made an awkward and unſucceſsful 
attempt to ſurprize the Grecian ſhips, as they lay in the road of 
Eubœa; for not keeping the deſign ſecret, it got air, and came to 


the knowledge of Tazmisroctrs, who adviſed the Greeks to 


leave their ſtation in the night; and fo by 4 counter ſurprize they 


ſtranded and funk feveral of the Perſian gallies. The reſt were 


forced to ſea, where they were deſtroyed by ſtrefs of weather. The 


next day the Perſians engaged with them at Artemiſium; and al- 


though the Grecians thought it right to retire, yet the conflict 


was ſuſtained with equal loſs. on both ſides. Whereupon the for- 
mer contented themſelves with invading Eubdea, inftead of pufhing 
their main point on the continent of Greece, and the latter refitted 


with diligence in the ſtreights of Salamis. By this time XE RXES 
was occupied in waſting Attiea; and having put to the ſword a few 


old men .in the citadel, who had miſtaken the ſenſe of the oracle 


concerning the wooden walls, he demoliſhed the temples, and lorded 
it over the empty houſes i in Athens. The citizens looked for this 


event, and wiſely withdrew: their women and effects i into the neigh- 
bouring iſlands, while every man who was able to bear arms 


embarked in ſome ſhip. Here was Xnnxes' 8 grand error, and 
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the origin of all his loſſes. It was his want of ſag ity, nels ng 


— of the advice of ARTEMISIA, which cauſed him to fight under ſo 


many diſadvantages at Salamis; and it was fear, which prevented 
his marching to the Iſthmus. He never dared to advance into the 


8 Peloponneſus, though if he had done it at firſt without. delay, he 


muſt have found very feeble oppoſition. | He was terrified with the 
apprehenſion of meeting the eight thouſand Lacedæmonians, who, 
as the royal exile, their countryman, i informed him, were-like the 
three hundred at Thermopylæ. Even after the victory at Salamis, 
he might with proper management have defeated the Grecians; 
but tired with his journey, and diſpirited with ill ſucceſs, he fled 


back diſhonourably on his way to Perſia. He ſuffered a conliderable : 


part of his army to periſh by peſtilence and famine ; that army, the 


thought of whoſe natural mortality drew tears from the trans; but 


the thought of whoſe unnatural one, occaſioned by himſelf, ſcarcely | 


touched his ſoul with remorſe. Inſolent, when he fondly expected 


proſperity, he was dej ected when he felt the weight of bag, fortune; ; 


unable to ſteer his courſe through the difficulties that ſurrounded 
him, every tide drew him along with it; every gale of wind carried 
him before it; continually toſſed about, he lived from day to day, 


ſubj e& to the hourly caprice of his temper, and at t the my of 


every e event. . 


The 13 proud, and deſponding king f ſat dow to nh 


himſelf at Sardis ; ſolicitous for the fate of thoſe numerous forces 


which he had entruſted to Mazxponivs. His more imprudent, 


| prouder, and confident miniſter, promiſed boldly he would ſubdue 
all Greece; if he failed in performing it, he preſumptuouſſy de- 


clared, he would take ſhame to himſelf, without any reflection on 
the honour of his maſter. RE RXES ſatisſied himſelf with the rant 
and vanity of a madman; he foolifhly thought the ruin of MA R= 

DONIUS 


by. 
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caſt no cloud over his own reputation; and rea- 


ſucceſs. He ſtill hoped, notwithſt: g his diſaſters, if not by his 
own valour or his own merit, yet by the valour and merit of MaR- 
DONIUS, to enter Sus A in a triumphal chariot, and crowned with 
the wreaths of a conqueror; for though he was defirous to be far 


from the danger, he v was: One to take a ſhare in- the hs 


But W his kent were kalle; ; his Alete! were defeated. 
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fombbi as fooliſhly: to himſelf, that he might retrieve his credit, if — 


the meaſures purſued by this giddy officer were attended with 


MaRDONIUs wintered in Theſſaly, marched forward to Attica in 


the ſpring, and fat down idly in Athens with his army. How ri- 
diculous and incredible was a conduct like this? He made offers of 


accommodation to the Athenians, who, he knew, would refuſe them. 


He' entertained however ſome groundleſs expectations, that they 
would one day accept them. But inſtead of waiting till they ſub- 
mitted to his clemency, he ought immediately to have repaired 
XERXES' s errors, which he had now a very fair opportunity of 


de e have fomented the diviſion; he ſhould have 


improved the coolneſs between Athens and Lacedæmon; he ſhould 


have penetrated into the heart of the Peloponneſus, before the wall | 


at the Iſthmus was finiſhed, and ſpread deſolation where he went. 


He might at leaſt have prevented the Spartan ſuccours from joining 


the Athenians at Eleuſis. In this juncture what did Marpo- 


 NIUs? A few hours after he received notice of it, he retired 


baſely into the champain plains of Bœotia. Thus he forfeited his 
honour, betrayed the intereſts of his prince, and at Platza his army 


fell a facrifice to their general's. temerity and unſkilfulneſs. He 


ſeems to me in that battle to have thrown away his life with the 


ſame wantonneſs wherewith he always conducted it ; and whoever 


reads the hiſtory of this expedition, as it is ad Fear told by 


* 


HxRoporus, : 
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the origin of all his loſſes. It was 1 want of 
— of the advice of ARTEMISIA, which cauſed: him te 


his marching to the Iſthmus. He never dared to advance into the 


Peloponneſus, though if he had done it at firſt without delay, te 
muſt have found very feeble oppoſition. He was terrified with the 


thought of whoſe natural mortality drew tears from the tyrant, but 
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| city, aid highs 
fight under ſo 
many diſadvantages at Salamis; and it was fear, which pron; 


apprehenſion of meeting the eight thouſand Lacedzmonians, 'who, 
as the royal exile, their countryman, informed him, were like the 
three hundred at Thermopylæ. Even after the victory at Salamis, 
he might with proper management have defeated the Grecians; 
but tired with his journey, and diſpirited with ill (ſucceſs, he fled 
back diſhonourably on his way to Perſia. He ſuffered a conſiderable 
part of his army to periſh by peſtilence and famine; that army, the 


the thought of whoſe unnatural one, occaſioned by himſelf, ſcarcely 
touched his ſoul with remorſe. Inſolent, when he fondly expected 


proſperity, he was dejected when he felt the weight of bad fortune; 
unable to ſteer his courſe through the difficulties that ſurrounded 
him, every tide drew him along with it; every gale of wind carried 
him before it; continually toſſed about, he lived from day to day, 
ſubject to the hourly caprice of his temper, and at the e of 
every precarious event. 


The imprudent, proud, and deſponding king fat down to repoſe: 
himſelf at Sardis ; ſolicitous for the fate of thoſe numerous forces 
which he had entruſted to Ma RDoNlus. His more imprudent, 
prouder, and confident miniſter, promiſed boldly he would ſubdue 
all Greece; if he failed in performing it, he preſumptuouſſy de- ; 
clared, he would take ſhame to himſelf, without any reflection on 
che honour of his maſter. Re RXES ſatisſied himſelf with the rant 


and ranity of a madman ; ; he fooliſhly thought the ruin of MaR- 
 DONIUS 
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| would caſt no cloud over his own reputation; and rea- LETTER 
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| foned a8 fooliſhly to himſelf, that he might retrieve- his credit; if — 

the meaſures pur bed: 1 by this giddy officer were attended with 

ſucceſs. He ſtill hoped, notwithſtanding his diſaſters, if not by his 

own valour or his own merit, yet by the valour and merit of Max- 

DONIUS,. to enter Sus A in a triumphal chariot, and crowned with 

the wreaths of a conqueror ; for though he was deſirous to be far 


= from Ga danger, he Was * to take a ſhare in n the glory. | 


n here his n were falſe; his . were defeated. 
Man wintered in Theſſaly, marched forward to Attica in 
the ſpring, and fat down idly in Athens with his army. How ri- 
diculous and incredible was a conduct like this? He made offers of 


accommodation to the Athenians, who, he knew, would refuſe them. 20 


He entertained however ſome groundleſs expectations, that they 
would one day accept them. But inſtead of waiting till they ſub- 
mitted to his clemency, he ought immediately to have repaired 

XRerxes's errors, which he had now a very fair opportunity of 
doing. He ſhould have fomented the diviſion ; ; he ſhould: have 
improved the coolneſs between Athens and Lacedzmon ; he' ſhould 
have penetrated into the heart of the Peloponneſus, W the wall 
at the Iſthmus was finiſhed, and ſpread deſolation where he went. 

He might at leaſt have prevented the Spartan ſuccours from joining 
the Athenians at Eleuſis. In this junQure what did MAR DO- 
 NIVs? A few hours after he received notice of it, he retired 
baſely into the champain plains of Bœotia. Thus he forfeited his 
| honour, betrayed the intereſts of his prince, and at Platza his army 
fell a ſacrifice to their general's. temerity and unſkilfulneſs. He 
ſeems to me in that battle to have thrown away his life with the 
ſame wantonneſs wherewith he always conducted it; and whoever 
reads the hiſtory. of this expedition, | as it is s excellently told by 
HERODOTUS, 
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Hnoporus, will fads that after this death ithe reliques of ls 


f acattered forces died wretchedly of hunger, ſickneſs, and diſtre 


XERXE $ left Sardis in haſte, returned to Suſa in e 


| 1 ſhort, a complication of miſeries will preſent themſelves to him in 


all their horrors. The Greeks, elated by this Gig Ul 


deliverance, 


: fought at Mycale with vigour and with ſpirit. The Perſians indeed | 


behaved with bravery, but were diſcouraged by theſe ſad calamities 


to his laſt hour for the follies of ambition. 
I have now laid before you, CLEAN DE R, the ſeveral faults com- 
mitted in this ſtrange and cruel expedition. Though the king had 


ſo many repeated opportunities of overcoming the Greeks ; though 


every ſucceeding opportunity made amends for the loſs of the fore- 


going; yet they were given up to the ignorance and timidity of him- 


ſelf and thoſe about him. It would be to ſuppoſe his enemies were more 


than men, if one could poſſibly imagine, that powerfully aſſaulted 


without, and expoſed to ſedition and treachery within, they ſhould 
be able to defeat his millions, by the mere efforts of , et 
receiving particular aſſiſtance from his groſs and frequent miſtakes. 
Thus ended the invaſion of Greece, unjuſtifiable in its intentions, 
extravagant in its plan, ill managed in its progreſs, and fatal! in its 
conſequences. 


From Epheſus. . e e 27a at WM 0 


L E TT ER LEXXV. 
ORrSAMES to CLEANDER. From Memphis. 1 
Ig ON after my laſt letter to thee from Heliopolis, I departed for 
Memphis, in that delightful ſeaſon which ſucceeds the inun- 


dation. For at that time, when winter begins in other countries, 


RAPE 


* 
* 4 


Egypt enjoys a return of ſpring; the trees bloſſom, the earth is LETTER 


decked with a. freſher verdure, the meadows are enamelled with & 


flowers, and the air is pure and more ſerene. In the month of | 
March!“ is held a ſolemn feſtival to Is 18. As the goddeſs repreſents | 


univerſal nature, and preſides over every element, they. dedicate to 


her a ſhip 1 in theſe ſolemnities, intreating her ta be Propitious to 
: navigation. The proceſſion began with a company of women 
crowned with garlands, and apparelled in white, ſe 


way with flowers, others ſprinkling it with perfumes and balſams. 
The emblems they carry much reſemble the furniture of a lady's toilet; 


and ſeveral I obſerved: to hold behind them bright poliſhed ſpecu- 
lums, as it were in compliment to the goddeſs, to reflect her image. 
| Theſe were ſueceeded by a great number of both ſexes; with torches 
and waxen tapers, in honour to the ſidereal deities; while a 
ſymphony of flutes and other inſtruments accompanied the voices 


of a ſelect chorus of young people. Then followed a mixed mul- 
titude of the initiated, both men and women, of different ranks and 
ages, habited in white raiments, and making a ſhrill noiſe upon 


brazen, ſilver, and golden ſiſtrums. The women had a looſe head- 

dreſs over their moiſtened hair; the men had their heads ſhaven. 
After theſe came ſeveral perſons of the moſt diſtinguiſhed orders 
in the prieſthood. One carried a burning lamp in a golden boat; 


another, whom. I took to be the ſacred ſcribe, held in one hand the 


Caduceus of MERCURY, and had alſo a. palm-branch with foliage 
of gold. The next was known by the rod of juſtice, and the golden 
patera, out of which he poured a milk- libation. Another attendant 


upon the prophet in this proceſſion carried a golden trough loaded 


with golden branches. The prophet himſelf came next, and after 
him was brought a monſtrous Anubis repreſenting HERMES. Then, 
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. RIDE R upon thie Menden of the paltþhon, a molten heifer = 
— the great goddeſs; ; as alſo the myſtical image of that ow. which to 
me, who am no initiate, appeared no more than an urn with a 
| round cavity in the middle, the mouth of it running out into a long | 
5 „„ ſpout, the outſide curiouſly emboſſed with Egyptian figures, and an 
| Za aſp ſitting upon the handle, with its body entwined, but the neck 
ſwelling and erect. The cheſt likewiſe was carried, that contains 
the hidden myſteries, When all their proceſſion, amidſt the accla- 
mations of thoſe who bore a part in it, was come up, and had 5 
ranged itſelf upon the banks of the Nile, the prophet advanced for- 
ward to the ſhip; and having repeated a ſolemn form of words, 
with a lighted torch, an egg, and- ſulphur, he performed the rites of 
purification, and named and dedicated it to the goddeſs Is1s. The 
veſſel was of citron-wood curiouſly poliſhed, the ſtern covered with 
plates of gold, and upon the canvas written the vows of the people 
for a proſperous navigation. As ſoon as the rites" of purification 
were over, the yards being hoiſted, and the fails unfurled, inſtantly 
all the people preſent diſcharge upon it their troughs loaden with aro- 
matic gums, and pour a libation into the water. Then the cables are 
looſened, and the ſhip with a gentle gale rides down the Nile. The 
proceſſion returns in the ſame order to the temple of Isis, where 
prayers are offered by the ſacred ſcribe for the preſervation of the 
Perſian empire, for the proſperity of Egypt, and ſucceſs that year 
to all the ſeafaring- tribe. The people preſent ſtrew bay- leaves, ver- 
vain, and other ſweet herbs, before the ſhrine of the goddeſs; and 
with that the aſſembly is diſmiſſed. This ceremony took its riſe from 
the times of SESOSTRIS, after a famous naval expedition, when he 
ravaged the coaſts of the Red Sea. For he commanded a ſhip to 
be built of cedar two hundred and eighty cubits in length, covered 
with gold ON the outſide, and with ſilver within *; and this he dedi- | 


» 


— Diop. Sic. lib, i. c. 4 


cated 
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cated. to t the ſovereign deities of un In che d of: a VoLcan L E ö 
are ſhewn the ſtatues of this king, his wife and ſons, which he 4 
placed there in memory of a ſignal deliverance from the treachery 
of his. brother, who ſet. fire in the night-time to his pavilion, as he 

lay at Peluſium in his return from his great victories. That magni- 
ficent temple f, according to tradition, was begun by Mgenzs the 
founder of this city; but thoſe ancient ſtructures, we may believe, 
were no more than the firſt rude eſſays of architecture, in which 
little regard was had to ſymmetry. and proportion. TosokTHRUs Tt, 
the next ſucceeding king, an aſſociate of Mxxcuxr, inſtructed the 
Memphites in the art of maſonry, and taught them to ſquare and 
poliſh the ſtones which they uſed in their buildings. RAMPsI- 
NITUSS, a ſon or deſcendant of SESOSTRIS, built the weſtern por- 
tico of VULCAN's temple, and placed two coloſſal ſtatues of five 
and twenty cubits in height before the entrance, one facing the 
north, another the ſouth; the former the Egyptians call Summer, 
and pay great adoration to it, but none to the latter, which they 
call Winter. Ps AMMETIcHUs afterwards added a portico to the 
weſtern gate, and encompaſſed the temple with a wall, ſupporting 

it with coloſſal figures of twelve feet high inſtead of pillars. In the 
temple of Os 1RIs is the ſtall of the ox Apis ||, who is often conſulted 
as a chief oracle, and his manner of returning anſwers is by re- 
ceiving or rejecting what is offered him, which are accordingly 
interpreted lucky or unlucky. The Nile runs on the eaſt ſide of 
Memphis I; to the north and weſt a great lake ſurrounds it; for an 
hundred ſtadia ſouthward extends an artificial bank, where anciently 
lay the channel of the Nile. This great work of turning the river, 

of filling up the old channel, and digging the lake, is ide to 
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; their firſt king Menzs. The bn 18 annually repaired by P * 
ſia out of the tribute collected from thoſe parts; and the ſoldiers 


of the neighbouring garriſons are employed in that ſervice: for . 
ſhould it blow up, the whole city of Memphis would be in danger 


of being drowned. The inner city, which is called the White Wall, 


is chiefly inhabited by Perſians, who are ſeldom fewer, including 
the garriſon, than one hundred and twenty thouſand. And this 
number the Egyptians are obliged to ſupply with corn, according 

to the taxation of DARlus, paying the reſt of their tribute in money, 
which, beſides the revenue from the lake Mceris, amounts yearly to 


ſeventy talents. But this is levied upon the whole province, com- 


prehending part of Lybia, as far as Barca and Cyrene. This part 


of the city was valiantly defended by us againſt the Egyptians * 
Athenians in the laſt revolt. The firſt palace that ever was built, 


they tell you, was built here by Mercury. In that which is at 
preſent ſtanding, SARSAMES the viceroy of Egypt keeps his court, 
It is ſituated upon the higheſt ground in the city, and Fonts the 
ſtately northern portico of VULCAN's temple. Behind the palace 
lies a beautiful grove*, and from the -eminence you command a pro- 
ſpect of the lake, to which there leads a n deſcent through 

viſtas that open upon the water. 


It is a common 1 of the prieſts , that three hundred ind 


' thirty kings have reigned in Egypt ſince MENESN that of them 


eighteen were Ethiopians, and among them one famous woman 
named NITOCRIs. But the fame vanity that has led them to im- 
poſe upon mankind in other matters, and to claim to themſelves the 


earlieſt antiquity, has tended to perplex their chronology. They 


have uſed a like fallacy in ſtating the ages of their, earlieſt Kings, 


2 STRAB. lib. vi. 4+ 8 
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unleſs the 9085 of men are conſiderably thorns; ſince 4 diſtant L 


period when they reigned. The firſt extraordinary event in their 
hiſtory ſeems to be the treacherous murder of their firſt king Mgnzs, 


to which they fabulouſſy allude in the ſtory of his being deſtroyed by 


an Hippopotamus. But Os1r1s, they own, was lain by his bro- 


ther TYPHON, and the Hippopotamus is the common emblem of 
TyPHON, as is particularly to be ſeen at Hermopolis. In their 
ancient ſuperſtition before the times of 8ESOSTRIS, who built ſhips 


of war, and extended his conqueſts both by ſea and land, the ſea 


was an abomination to the Egyptians, as repreſenting to them the 
deteſtable 'TYPHON ; perhaps becauſe that invader came acroſs the 
ſea to Egypt. When they ſay Os1R1s periſhed in the ſea, they 
confound the hiſtorical event with their mythological allegory, and 


mean no more, than that the Nile, which is ſometimes fabled by 


Os1R1s, loſes its waters in the great receptacle of all rivers. Their 
coming acquainted with this element gave birth to new conceits, 


ſeemingly as wild and extravagant as any I have mentioned before; 


that the ſun and moon did not, according to the vulgar notion, 
ride in chariots through the air, but glided along in ſhips or veſſels, 

as through a thin liquid medium“. And one often meets with an 
Is1s or an Ap1s upon a boat in their hieroglyphical repreſentations, 
as emblems of the ſun and moon, for which they have found a 
phyſical explanation, that the heavenly bodies are nouriſhed with 
vapours exhaled from the ſea and rivers. The chief obſtacle to the 


Egyptian navigation, and what kept them ſtrangers to the ſea ſo 
long, ſeems to have been the want of convenient ports and har- 


bours. The Phcoenicians being moſt commodiouſly ſituated for 
navigation, ſtruck much earlier into naval improvements, and 


made themſelves conſiderable by carrying on a traffick through all 


parts. By them the commodities of Egypt were a for 
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thoſe of other countries. They firſt became bd 
Greeks, and by them the Ægyptians were made known to the i; 


for though many of the Greeks owed their origin to Egypt, yet 


were they by length of time eſtranged from their parent land. 


But the Phcenicians from the earlieſt times were known to the 


Egyptians. The tradition is preſerved in Perſia of their original*, 
or the place from whence they very anciently removed; and we are 


well aſſured, that they were once ſeated upon the confines of the 


Arabian gulf; and that coming from thence they ſertled where they 


now are. And this memorable tradition in Perſia helps me to ac- 


count for a remarkable revolution, which I have traced out in the 


Egyptian hiſtory, viz. that about ſeven hundred years after the eſta- 
bliſhment of their ancient dynaſties, a great invaſion F happened from 
a people that came from the Eaſt, who after infinite ravages reduced 


the country, deſtroyed their temples, overturned their government; 


and ſet up a king of their own, to whom not only, the lower Egypt, 


but Memphis alſo, and the upper region, became tributary. For 


anciently what we now call Egypt was divided into thre e parts: The- 

bais was a diſtinct diſtrict; the dynaſty of Memphis was the upper 
Egypt; and that of Heliopolis, comprehending the reſt of the 
Delta, the lower region. "Theſe invaders have been ever ſince called 


by the Zgyptians Zyc/os, or ſhepherds, a word of contempt, imply- 


ing a mean ignoble race, who followed no employment more ho- 
nourable than that of tending cattle. Now the Phœnicians having 


probably dwelt upon the borders of Arabia before they invaded 
Egypt, might, as the Arabians are, be famous graziers ; and from 
their ancient ſituation might early have been acquainted with the 


feas beyond the Arabian gulf. The fix firſt paſtor-kings reduced all 


* HEROD. CLio. c. I. POLYHYMN. 
+ Ex Maneth, fragment. apud JoSEPH. contra Aron. lb. * 


Egypt 


uainted with the 


- N 4 
r 


ky n 4 * , "4 o 4 0 » wy — — . 4 x 7 R of 
NN WO Pe ST ö Wy CAS RO os Bs Fe eb Le Oe; 2 J d OLI 0 . 4 9 15 = £ 1 b £ . . A : 
OT A CE TE TIO ß 022; ME 08 Eo A RN IO; EIS r r e . ey OE n r er ES SIE 223 
S c d ß . ONT WEINTIS To r , Mt ef eg Ges PRES 75.607 3 e N 
n ee P ee e Ss op on OE Bong a nt RL 7 TR DI PE IR ot f 5 Re Reo nn 5 VVV p 
GU AS Gone Ss 2 i . 4 . e Ta SI Jr FEE OS TE ts OO <p Sent od cn ͤ K bt MT Ne bf 7 Err „ p P d NE I EET I Bev 9 
: 2 2 3 q 55 # 'S , 2 FFC OS EC SIR — * "TS ö * * S n . . 5 *. 2 ES nah * n 2 [pct ERAS Ne e Eh K 
. 0 : JFF TE EO I, Ce Ed Gaz! 
ef 7 0 y "Bs * 4 : _ 8 FL * C * = _ 1 > FY LR 
\ by . x - 3 | 3 655 * 5 — 8 4 | IIS „ : 1 TCR 
2 8 "Jo | s 8 8 C F : . : ; . . 5 e d A Age ESI gn 
2 3 JJͤ«—ßu21dZd ———— x REDS 1 2 Wee * Sas Ba 5 e 2 ; 2 1 9 ES Pee e r 8 - 4 
J Ge EET EO ae ENT OE AED RS © vi A r e % Ü—w]̃—— . ¾˙⁰O⁰ttt = CO U —⏑⏑‚⏑ uU. ²˙—˙Ak . . RAS oo Lr r 8288 


ES) % , » * 5 I 
pag 
r . ] 5 ee to 


— ——_ —— —— 2 — 


ATH E NIAN' 1am _—- =: 


gypt under their power, except Thebais but after a ſubjection LETTER. 
. LXXXV. 
of about five hundred years, the Bayptinie; by help of the Theban . 7 
king, caſt off this foreign yoke. TETHMOSIs recovered Heliopolis, 
and was the firſt prince from Thebais, who ſettled his dominion there, 
and aboliſhed the barbarous cuſtom of human facrifices*. Morris 
about the ſame time expelled them from Memphis , and TerTHMOSIS 
drove them into the extreme parts of the country, and took and 
ruined Abaris ꝓ, now Peluſium, their laſt hold in Egypt. From theſe 
times Ægypt became a flouriſhing. kingdom, and increaſed in power 
and glory, till Szs0sTR1s, the brother of DAN Aus, extended his 
conqueſts, through all Aſia, and ſet up an univerſal empire before 
Ni us and SEMIRAMIS. With a great naval force he took Cyprus 
and Phcenicia, led an army againſt the Aſſyrians and Medes, and after 
he had reduced thoſe nations, invaded the more diſtant cities and. 
provinces of the Eaſt. He- conquered Scythia as far as the river 
Tanais, and left pillars in ſeveral places in memory of his great 
exploits. Upon his return out of Thrace, he planted the 8 Colchy 
upon the river Phaſis, leaving a. part of his army to people the new. 
colony. He contrived an itinerary to ſettle the boundaries and diſ- 
tances of the countries he had travelled over, and introduced the 
ſtudy of geography, which has ſince been greatly improved by the 
ſacred ſcribes. But the firſt geographical tables are ſaid to be pre- 5 
ſerved among the Colchi ||. This SESOSTRIS inſtructed the Egyp- ED 
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tians in horſemanſhip. His army, Wen you, conſiſted of 5 | ty. 


twenty-ſeven thouſand armed chariots; and anciently an Horſe * . 


the Ægyptian ſymbol for fortitude and boldneſs ; but after the mili- 


tary genius of the Egyptians abated, that warlike animal was dil. 


uſed; and by the canals, which that prince began, and others have 


 Hnice carried through every part of the country, for the more general 


conveyance of the waters, it is in moſt places rendered impaſſable 


for chariots and horſes. Sz$0sTR1s firſt made it a law, that no 


perſon ſhould forſake the profeſſion of his fathers. By this the mi- 


| litary as well as the prieſtly tribes were likely to be kept diſtinct. 


The ſoldiery were then divided into two claſſes, the Hermotybies 


and the Calaſiries; and a thouſand of each choſen annually for the 


king's body-guard ; and theſe were commonly taken from among 
thoſe who had their ſettlement in the Theban and Chemmite nomes. 


But the ſoldiery in general enjoyed a certain portion of lands ex- 


empt from all taxes throughout the ſeveral nomes both gh Thebais 
and of the Upper and Lower Egypt. For the whole kingdom v was 


divided by SESOSTRI s into thirty-ſix nomes, for the more eaſy 
adminiſtration of it; and over each were appointed deputies to take 
care of the king's revenues. The warlike ſpirit of this prince aſpiring. 
to deſpotic government, tended to aggrandize the military orders, but 


to diminiſh the authority of the prieſts. The empire, which Se- 


Ta N avdpar xg oye xalirato v,“ A, 
Or di roi ye Tariguy Ib e eigyorra, 
KuGCpiag, olg in was odol x) Teupar tarw 
Typns Te Tpaprpns TE TWipts ETWELT 0 fhEVOITIV, 
| | | ARGON, iv. v. 272. 
EvsTATHIVS in fine ein. ante Dio. 1 SesosTRIS ZEgyptius, ut aiunt, cum 
multum terrarum peragräſſet, itinera tabulis edidit, & tabularum de ſcriptionem non 
ſolum Egyptiis ſed & Scythis in admirationem impertiri dignatus eſt. Scythæ hi ſunt 
Saen Alam Incolentes, quorum poſteri ypumrus ware p xvEpias habuerunt. MAR$SHAM.' 
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| SOSTRIS had 


generations; but the military intereſt, which from his time was — — 
grown conſiderable, raiſed at laſt great commotions, particularly in 
the Lower Egypt; and ſeveral ſmall dynaſties were ſet up in pre- 
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Habliftied, continued among his poſterity for ſome 


judice to the Theban monarchy, till, in the reign of Anys1s the 
Blind, SABACON an Ethiopian took advantage of their diviſions, 
and invaded Egypt. ANYs1s ſaved himſelf by flying to the fens, where 


he lay concealed, during the whole period that Sapacon ſtayed in 


Egypt, in an iſland called Elbo. | That Ethiopian prince helped to 
re-eſtabliſh the power of the prieſts, and, they ſay, returned back. 
into his own country by the ſummons of an oracle, when he had 


reigned fifty years with great juſtice and clemency. It is recorded 
of him, that, inſtead of puniſhing malefaQors with death, he em- 


ployed them in raiſing mounds about the towns they belonged to; 
by which moſt of the towns in Egypt are elevated ſo high 8 


the waters. But his burning alive the Theban Boccaoris, a wiſe 
and excellent prince, cannot be reconciled with that character. He 
alſo put to death Necuvs, ſovereign of the Saite dynaſty, After 


his departure, and the death of Ax rs Is, SETHON a prieſt of Vul- 


CAN was inveſted with royal power; in whoſe reign the art military 
was neglected, and the profeſſion of arms brought into contempt. 


Then prieſtcraft began to revive, and the tyranny of ſuperſtition 
was ſet up. Thus did one extreme lead to another, and the military 


ſtrength of Egypt having ſerved to eſtabliſh arbitrary power, made 
way to its own deſtruction. By theſe revolutions things returned 
again into their ancient channel. The power and empire of Egypt 
was reduced, and the ſtate in che end was left defenceleſs. After 
the reign of SETHON, they made an attempt to free themſelves from 


kingly power, but the event was anarchy and confuſion. Then 
twelve tyrants were ſet up by the different factions of the people, till 
i rene, the ſon of Nzecnvs, defeated his colleagues by a 


foreign 
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forcien " and once more cRabliſhed a mona 


Babylon, and was afterwards ſubjected by CannysRs to the Perſian 
empire. But the Agyptians are naturally headſtrong and untracta 2. 


and by what I have obſerved of their diſpoſition, they ſtill breathe. 4 


ſpirit of liberty, and are as reluctant as ever to ſubmit to a foreign 


yoke. Thou well knoweſt, CLEANDER, the bold efforts _ made, 
AMYR- 


both in the reign of XERxEs, and in the beginning of thi 
TEUS, who then, upon the defeat of INARUS, and the reduction of 
the country by Mr ABYZ us, fled to the fens, ſtill ſupports the old 
faction againſt Perſia ; and reſides, as is reported, in the ſame inac- 
ceſſible iſland where ANYs1s concealed himſelf ſo long. He reigns 
there like an independent prince over the followers of his fortune. 


But the friends of Perſia have reaſon to fear a more numerous and 


| formidable party among the malecontents of Egypt, Who might be 

willing to join him upon any deſperate undertaking; and I am 

perſuaded, that whenever an occaſion offers, their attempts to be- 

come independent of Perſia will be no leſs enn than _ have 
heretofore been. Adieu. 


L E T TE R EXE: 


CLEANDER TU GoBRYAS. From Athens. 
DEFERRED ſending an account of the concluſion which is at laſt 
put to the buſineſs of Mitylene, till the various turns, which it 


has paſſed through, were over, and till I was able, by converſing 
with the principal perſons who conducted the deliberations of the 


republick in the courſe of the affair, to lay before thee ene 
the 
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thi a which 3 the — to inflict the utmoſt, I may LETTER K 


ſay the moſt extravagant ſeverities, with regard to the unfortunate — . | 


Mitylenians, i in the firſt decree, and to- ſoften the rigor of them 1 in ſo : 
remarkable a manner in z the nnd, within the e, of a very 
COT 


2 1 tc in mes diſpatches, that the Athenians Goat in- 
clined to come to the extremeſt reſolutions in puniſhing the revolt of 
Mitylene, as well to terrify the reſt of their allies from ſhaking off 
their dependance, as to gratify that warm reſentment which in- 
flamed them againſt the inhabitants of Leſbos, from whom they leaſt 
expected that ſuch an ungrateful return -would be made to their 
favours, and an. example ſet to the other tributary iſlands, which 
might prove ſo prejudicial to the intereſts of this ſtate. For theſe 
reaſons, not to mention the naturally quick and ſenſible temper of 
the Athenians, and the flow of ſpirits into which every inſtance of 
good fortune throws them, it is no wonder, that, puſhed on by the 
orators of CLEoN's party, they have paſſed the following decree in 
the firſt in which aber held n the . of the _ 
lenians: | 


„Under the archonſhip of EUCLIDEs, on the fifth day of the 
i month Hecatombeon, THRAGICLES, the ſon of Mip1as of the 
« tribe of CEcROPs, moved; That whereas the inhabitants of Leſbos 
“ had, ſoon after the Perſian war, concluded an alliance with the 
« commonwealth of Athens, by which they obliged themſelves to 
& pay yearly the ſum of. fifteen talents, and furniſh a ſquadron of 
« ſhips when demanded; - and likewiſe to remain firm allies to this 
* ſtate, as well in defence of the general liberties of Greece, as 
«the rights and prerogatives of Athens in particular ; and whereas 
„the Athenians, in a juſt ſenſe of the advantages they received 
VOL. I. | 2 2 from 
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from this alliance, conferred immunities and privileges o1 1 the in- 
habitants of Leſbos, greater than thoſe they beſtowed on any other 


people in their dependance; and whereas the Leſbians, ungrate- 
fully forgetting theſe benefits, did, on pretences void of all faun- 


dation, not only violate the treaty they have entered into, by 


withdrawing the ſtipulated ſupplies of ſhips and money, but like- | 
wiſe wholly deſert the intereſts of the republick in the midſt of 
a dangerous and expenſive war, and by adding to the number of 


its enemies, contribute as far as in them lay to its utter ruin; and 


whereas the Athenians, aided by the gods, the revengers of in- 
fringed leagues, and the juſtice of the divine NAI have re- 


duced the city Mitylene to ſurrender at diſcretion; be it decreed 


by the ſenate and people of Athens, that for the puniſhment of 
theſe numerous injuries, for a warning to the reſt of their allies 
who have yet preſerved their fidelity unſhaken, and for the aſſert- 
ing of thoſe rights which an infraction of the moſt ſacred ties. 
gives over a perjured ally, that the inhabitants of Mityleye, who 


have attained the age'of manhood, be, without diſtinction, put to 


death, and the women and children reduced to ſlavery, and ſold 


by lots; and let CHARESG, Dion, and POLYCRATES, be choſen to 
ſee this decree put in execution,” 


The faction, which from on the 3 to theſe extremities, were 


ſo eager to put the laſt hand to their deteſtable cruelty, that they 
prevailed with them, that a galley ſhould be immediately diſpatched 
with the three commiſſioners on board, and orders to PAc HES to carry 
the decree into execution. The day after they were ſailed, the Athe- 
nians, agreeably to their character, began to ſoften; they found ſeveral 
citizens of authority amongſt them did not approve of this ſeverity, 
and thought a leſs degree of puniſhment not only more generous, 


but more prudent. At the ſame time the Mitylenian deputies uſed 
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infinite art t induſtry, that the affair might be again ei LETTER | 


LXXXVI. 


and by the force of their perſonal applications with men of 8 3 


and good-nature, and motives of a leſs liberal kind with thoſe of 
mercenary diſpoſitions, obtained of the Prytanes, that another aſ- 


ſembly ſhould be convened to decide the buſineſs. When the people 


were met together i in a great ſquare near the citadel, and the uſual 
ſacrifices and luſtrations were performed, a prayer was offered up for 
a bleſſing on the counſels of the republick. After the publick crier 
had proclaimed thrice with a loud voice, TIE BOYAETAI AlAro. 


 PEYEIN ; Who will give his opinion? I was very well pleaſed to 


ſee my friend PHILEMON, fo often mentioned in the courſe of theſe 
letters, ſtep forward with a placid dignity, and mount the tribunal. 
He began with telling the people, that as ſickneſs had prevented him 


from giving his opinion upon the affair in queſtion the firſt time it 
was debated, he was extremely glad they had reſumed their con- 


ſultations, that he might have an opportunity of uſing that freedom 
in ſpeaking his ſentiments which they always allowed him. He 


was ſorry to find, that the continuance of the war ſeemed not only to 


have effaced the impreſſions of humanity from their minds, but had 
even produced a diſregard for the ſoundeſt maxims of policy. That 
it was a known obſervation, exceſſive puniſhments were far from 


having the effect propoſed; they rather occaſioned deſpair in the 


guilty, which was often the parent in them of efforts above their 
natural ſtrength to recover their freedom, and to revenge them- 
ſelves upon their oppreſſors. At the ſame time, the heightening the 
puniſhment with cruelty, expoſed the inflictors to the hatred of their 


allies, who were juſtly apprehenſive of the caſe becoming their own 


on the lighteſt ground of offence, and to the redoubled vigour of 
their enemies, to whom ſuch proceedings appeared like a reſolution 
never to ſheath the ſword. He deſired them to obſerve, he did not 


peck againſt puniſhing the authors of a revolt; that was a piece of 
2 2 2 jiuſtice 
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jaſtice due both to themſelves and the gods; but only a . To 
indiſcriminate ſentence, which involved the innocent with the guilty, | 
the miſguided with the miſguiders. He then put them in mind of 
recovering that reputation which they had formerly- enjoyed for 
gentleneſs and lenity, and which of late years he was grieved to ſay 
they had forfeited. He concluded thus: Athenians, I have given 
cc that opinion which J think not only moſt honourable, but moſt 
„ advantageous for you. Let it not be ſaid in Greece, that whilſt 
Athens boaſts of being the only city which has erected in one of 
its ſtreets an altar to Compaſſion, the influence of pan _— 
2 divinity 1 is totally: eraſed from the —_— of Its nien 


cc 


cc 


The e of PniIEMHOR was received with great approbation by 
his party ; but it was immediately anſwered by orators of the other 
ſide, and the debate inſenſibly grew warm. CLEoN at laſt roſe, and 
with a vehemence both of action and utterance, harangued the aſ- 
ſembly to the following effect: That what had paſſed that day, was 
* to him a ſufficient proof, that a republican government wat of all 
« others, the moſt improper to maintain authority. By putting an 
« affair of this nature in deliberation, after it had been once reſolved, 
they ſhewed a ſoftneſs in their nature, and an unſteadineſs in their 
counfels, which would encourage their allies to riſe againſt them 

upon every occaſion. They could not ſurely be ignorant, that the 
e authority they exerciſed over thoſe allies was merely an uſurped | 
„one; and that no. favours they could beſtow would be ſufficient to 

prevent their ſeizing every opportunity to ' recover: their inde- 

i pendency. That in order to keep them ſteady; to their firſt decree, 
ehe imagined he needed only put them in mind of the injuries 
which they had ſuffered from the Leſbians, who, both by their 
ſituation as an iſle, and their power as a nation, were out of all 
Langer of being enſlaved 4 che Athenian arms; ſo that their re- 
« yolk 
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9 volt proceeded from no other motive than the reſtleſs humor of LETTER 
LXXXVI. 

„ mankind, which induces them to prefer a new and uncertain ſtate Loon 
« of affairs to their preſent condition, however happy. He declared, 
e he ſaw no reaſon for excepting any out of the puniſhment, ſince 
© they were all equally concerned in the crime; and exhorted the 
* people to make an example of ſeverity, which might keep their 
“ allies within the bounds of duty, whilſt oy were Sy the 


« nn of their 1 numerous enemie "op 
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-The fadtion of Crab teſtified, 0 clamours of pas; that 
his ſentiments met with their concutrence. . At the cloſe of the de- 
bate Droporus enforced the arguments for mercy in a very ela- 
borate ſpeech. He told the afſembly, that their debating twice 
upon an affair of this importance, was an argument to. him of their 
wiſdom ; ſince there were no greater enemies to prudent counſels 

| than anger and precipitation. He did not think che point in debate 
was, whether the Leſbians were guilty or not; that was a point 
allowed on all hands ; but whether the decree which they had paſſed 
two days before, was for the advantage of the Rate, On this head he 
obſerved, that in all caſes of revolt a door ſhould be left open for 
repentance; and it was more particularly reaſonable with regard to 
| a people, who, being once free, could not be blamed for endeavour- 
Ing to efface every mark of dependance. The argument he chiefly 
urged was, that as Greece and the adjacent iſles were divided into 
the popular and ariſtocratical parties, the former of which ſided with 
Athens, the latter wiſhed well to the Peloponneſian cauſe, they qught 
to conſider, that, by involving all the inhabitants of Mitylene in the 
puniſhment, the ſeverity of it would fall heavieſt upon their friends 
of the popular faction, who, as ſoon as they had ſeized the power, 
ſurrendered the city to the army of the republick. For theſe and 


other reaſons (which 1 ſhould tire thee with repeating) he moved; 
That. 
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* That the bender decree ſhould be OY and 0 6 : authors of the 
& revolt only, amounting to about a thouſand of the magiſtrates and 
& rich citizens of Mitylene, be put to death; that the fortifications 


of the place ſhould be demoliſhed ; their ſhips delivered up; and 


« their land divided into two parts; the one to be dedicated to the 
ſervice of. the wo the other to be ſhared out in- wy to an 8 
nian colony.“ e HP, 5 


" 
A 


ac 
* 


4 


| The motion of Droporus paſel, on a dividion but by a very s 
few voices; and a galley was immediately diſpatched with a repeal 
of the former decree. The rowers, encouraged by the promiſes and 


rewards of the Mitylenian deputies, made ſuch expedition, as to arrive 


at Mitylene juſt time enough to prevent PachEs and the commiſ- 
ſioners from putting their firſt orders in execution. Thou wilt eaſily 
imagine, with how much joy this news was received by the inha- 
bitants of Mitylene, who had nothing before their eyes but the ow . 


P. and executioners of their nne 


1 RY not beben to thee, e miniſter, that the Athe- 


nians, by carrying their reſentment ſo far againſt the revolted allies, 


and expreſſing the utmoſt unwillingneſs to afford the leaſt hopes of 


pardon to thoſe who. may follow their example, point out themſelves 


in what manner a war may be carried on againſt them to moſt ad- 


vantage. For when once the colonies and tributary iſlands forſake 


this republick, and either ſet up governments of their own, or ſeek 
the protection of a ſtronger power, one may foretel, without divina- 


tion, that the ruin of Athens is at hand. Farewel. ; 
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VERY art, CT He that tends to the e 19s or ornament of LETTER 


human life, took its firſt riſe either from. neceſſity or conveni- 
ence; and I believe it often happens, that chance ſketches out the 


LXXXVII. 


rude deſign, which is afterwards improved, matured, and poliſhed : 


by reflection. That this was eminently the caſe 1 in the origin of 


theatrical repreſentations, i is agreed on all hands. Tragedy and co- 
medy were nothing more in their beginnings than hymns to Bac- 


cyvs, whom my friend CTESIPHON the ſophiſt conſiders in no 


other light than that of the beſt vine-dreſſer of antiquity. Some of 
| his followers one day accidentally found a goat browzing in their 


| vineyard. They took and facrificed it to their dead, and perhaps 


deified, maſter, from motives of gratitude, as well as intereſt. The 


neighbours were called in, who joined with them in ſongs and 
dances; and the revelling being approved of by the company, was 


ſoon converted, we may ſuppoſe, into an annual ſolemnity. The 


perſons who performed theſe extemporal hymns, either alternately or 


all together, were in ſucceeding times called the chorus. This cuſ- 


tom was transferred into their cities, and the ſubje& of it was very 


much altered ; for the compoſers of the ſongs having almoſt ex-- 


| hauſted their imagination, by conſtantly exerciſing it on the ſame 


argument, recited the actions of ſome illuſtrious hero with the praiſes 


of Bacchus. Thus the thing continued till the days of Tuxspis, 
who is allowed to have been the firſt who enlarged the ſcheme, and 


them,) 


| aboliſhing theſe 2 and nenen an, 4 the Greeks call 


— 
F ; 
> 4 
1 


ben, #50 


. 1 i , 7 3 8 * SES ** 2 
1 * - - D 0 22 5 12 "IS. . 
l £ 8 MO 5 Wo T 2 = - 
« 2 8 . 8 — ” 3 Pe re 2 * 3 
* 3 N 5 Wo 1 WF 8 5 3 232 — A "x 2 PRIDE one BS: WIRES = En rn . L IF: 2 2 7 IM 
vi 4 2 — 1 * * „ r * OP AB ES Hi IN 223 r 3 SY - T © RL RT IE 7 gene 8 2 . 
e . wa Oe non moe re Tg at 4 7 8 5 8 F ˙ ˙ A 8 mY 8 SCG * D 
rg. r F232 2 Y & — 2 r ED 3 — n 1 = F 
9 I : 8 . p 8 7 > 2 ad F S 
L — ok T 4 3 ut; ah ii. et - . 
CET — . . _ — __ a 
> . — N 8 a 


- ” 
. mn; LO 
2 e . Ye 7 < 
= EE LE eos 


4 
". 
l 


. 8 1 —— Tp . — * I 3 
. _ y > ws K e 1 8 n N FCC . 7 TPOLge > 4 RO; * * hg - 
: . — * — 5 * = o — 1 18 PR. * 2 i» 4 4 *, M ag * 
33 8 1 . 7 1 8 2 ” 26a * 8 IAC AY * * "= 3 r : 2 l 2 . F SRL © 1 ns 1 
Pr 1 JJC ˙ ˙J˙⁰¹̃̃ ]⁰ut. m. ⅛—on .. 22ͤ ũ Scan 2 . rn en ks: . vp COS FL IRS : . 
— 8 "INS 3 3 : * oj . nr" 5 K 3:4... 22 . 8 e he 2, : * EC 5 ER: «4s __ * . TI g 8 — : . 
r — 2 . wr LETS WE 8 - *. ” - 4 > 4 * — — * * LA i hrs . - „ gn 2 — - 5 
* * N y . 1 * 2 A J * — — *. 2 — g 
8 LIN n 42 ath x — ip 4 8; ae 6 3 * "IG 3 — * ** - - 2 2 rig 4 — nn 8 
a : . - : — . - non — — —— 2 rr dare ro rc} r : 
* 2 3 - as — - < _ * - * L p . p : X CHO 95S _— r n — — 2 pete — — = 5 — ER — . 12 * ES 3 > 
l - 5 a - "5 £ — K * 3 - * X 1. . 8 r rr rr 1 — D n 4 DES on BN pr * — 
we, i. = — — — — - 0 2 2 * — R ny © apa þ _ — — ang hee v n — — — 4 ” — o — 2 2 —— * — 2 - horney r Err S 
een * * *. * - — - — — — 2 N 
— n — = — — 8 — — — at E 8 . _ « = 
- — _ 5 — 2 RRR N — — E 
r root one] — — — 8 r <> \ — wy 


E>- 
— — * 


. 


"> * . 4 — 
ths et 
- 


LETTER 
LXXXVII. 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


them,) introduced juſt and regular e of written pc em: 
nn aid of the chorus he brought a ſingle actor upon the ſtage, who 
_ at fit intervals came out from the reſt, and amuſed the audience with 
an account of the exploits of famous men; then retired again, when 
the chorus had taken breath, which was {till the moſt conſiderable | 
part of the performance. However, by this means a new turn was 


given to it; the buſineſs of the chorus was leſſened, and ſomething 


Hke a plot or fable was introduced. Tnzs pls went about the vil- 


lages in carts, daubed the faces of his actors with lees of wine, and 
contended for the premium of tragedy, a Goat; while others vied 


for the premium of comedy, a baſket of Figs and a veſſel of 
Wine, He lived about the time of SOLON, who, by procuring an | 


order from the court of Areopagus, obliged him to lay down an em- 
ployment ſo unprofitable to the ſtate. That acute and penetrating 


lawgiver foreſaw the conſequences that would enſue, and (the Athe- | 


nians is ſay) in the 1 Ons of divination foretold them. 


Eschvrus improved upon this model, by adding a ſecond actor, 


and diverſifying the fable. As he was extremely diligent in the 


ſtudy of HoukR, he ſet the Iliad before his eyes as the ſtandard of 


poetry. He obſerved the vivacity of the dialogues introduced there, 
and confidered how much more agreeable they would appear, if ex- 


hibited in ſuch a manner, as to ſeem real, and to flow naturally from 

the paſſions, ſentiments, and behaviour of common life. Hence he 
thought of caſting his plays into the form of converſation. By this 
time the chorus, which was at firſt the principal part « of tragedy, was 


only an acceſſory ornament of it, and employed to relieve the actors, 


as the actors were before admitted to relieve that. Nay, the chorus, 
which was anciently the play itſelf, now ſerved only to expreſs the 
ſentiments of the by-ſtanders, to take the fide of injured innocence 


and virtue, and to lugget ſuch refleions as the well-minded part of 
the 
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ably be aol to make. Ese HYLUS: LETTER 
1 the Pa concerned in it, to make thoſe movements in their — 
dances, which are called the ſtrophe and antiſtrophe. The firſt of 
them is from eaſt to weſt, and intended to ſignify the diurnal courſe 
of the ſun; the ſecond is the reverſe of that motion. Aﬀer ſome 
time they ſing the epode, in concert with the muſical inſtruments 
and ſtand ſtill in the middle of the ſtage, intimating, by a quaint 
conceit, the ſtability of the earth in the centre. While Tyzseis 
lived, the players had no regular place of repreſentation, but con- 
tented themſelves with the moveable ſtage I have named to you. 
Eschrlus, as he was received with publick honours and encourage» 
ment in Athens after the death of $0LON, employed AGATHAR» | 
cus, a ſkilful architect, to build a theatre at the expence of the 
Rate, and to contrive the decorations and ſcenery. He furniſhed 

his actors with maſks, dreſſed them in flowing robes, agreeably to 

the characters they ſuſtained on different oceaſions, and by the aſſiſt- 

ance of buſkins advanced them to the fancied tallneſs of heroes. In 
this he accommodated: himſelf to the prejudices of the multitude, 
vcho even to this day entertain a notion, that all the ancient warriors, 
except little Trpzv s, were * a fize e the common ſtandard 


of nature. e R 8 ; b 


as it is a greater inſtance of genius to invent ham to improve, he 

may deſerve perhaps more regard than any who have ſucceeded him. 

He has written one play, which is an aggravated deſcription, but in- 
deed finely drawn, of the diſtreſs of XERXES and his army in the 

late invaſion; and repreſents the faithleſs and corrupted Perſians as 

deſtitute of the favour of ORoMAsDEs, while Greece was under the _— 

influence and ,I of her guardian deities. The reading of 
vol. 1. og this 
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very laudable partiality, I can by no means approve it in #s- 
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this PI "i — one thing 1 to * with which 1 will We 
this letter; and though it may be thought perhaps by = 


CHYLUS,. notwithſtanding his great qualities: I mean, that whether | 
the ſtory will admit of it-or-no, yet the compoſers of tragedy, like 


their brethren the comick poets, love to wreſt and warp the ſenti- 
ments which ariſe from it, to the circumſtances of the preſent times; 
. they make frequent alluſions to the miniſters of ſtate, and the mea- 
ſures purſued by their countrymen. They place every thing in a 


ſubordinate light to this arrogant republick : the ſtrongeſt ties of de- 

cency and intereſt can preſerve no government in Greece from theſe 
invidious compariſons ; and her ſiſter- city Lacedzmon, with their 
common enemy the Perſian, are equally expoſed to this abuſe. * In- 
deed it ought not to be wondered at, ſince an indifferent poet may 
recommend himſelf by» this artifice to an Athenian audience; and 
the excellent EUR1PIDEs, from a fatal error in ſo. eſſential a parti= 
cular, has more than once been forced to yield to a cringing compe- | 
titor. In a word, HyYDASPES, they are ſo zealous in doing juſtice 
to their national merit, that they take ſometimes to themſelves what 


was hardly intended by the writer; and are ſo fond of the leaſt in- 


cenſe which is offered to their vanity, that they receive with eager- 
neſs the grateful tribute, and applaud not 0 much the mn 1 


as the flattery of the poet. 5 
From Mile. 9457:4 7:0 Tg: 0G 
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 Uypazers 10 Crnanpun. From Suki. 


Ty Pl your ſlay 3 at Suſa, ſome- years 4805 you mut have ſeen 
NEHEMIAH, the king's cup-bearer. Though it did not fall in 
your way to make an acquaintance with him, or to hear any account 


of him, that might engage your attention, yet I will venture to affirm, 


if you knew as much of him as I do, you would give him a very 
_ honourable place both in your eſteem and your affections. He is by 


nation a Jew, : and the ſon of one HACHALIAH, who, notwithſtand- 5 


ing the encouragement ſhewn to that province by our monarch and 


his predeceſſors, choſe rather to dwell in Suſa, than with his coun- 
trymen in the land inhabited by their anceſtors. It was by means 
of the old man's continual reſidence in this city, and the humility 
of his deportment, that his ſon was raiſed by degrees to a conſider- 
able office near the king 8 perſon, and enjoyed a large ſhare of the 


royal favour. The queen's intereſt, joined to NEHEMIAH's, after 
a faithful attendance at court, procured him a commiſſion of great 


importance to the diſtreſſed people of Judæa, which inveſted him 


with a power of rebuilding the walls of Jeruſalem, ſettling the citi- 


ens in tranquillity, reſtoring their commerce, regulating the abuſes 


that had crept into the cuſtoms enjoined them by their law; in ſhort, 
of making them ſatisfactory amends for a long and haraſſing cap- 
tivity. Thus the indolence of the father, though complained of by 
his country, proved of real ſervice to it, as it opened a way to the 


activity of the ſon to exert itſelf. in re-eſtabliſhing the ſingular 


and boaſted policy of the Jews. So. true is it, that ORoMAsDES 
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works by methode unknown to ak; to ends, as unforeſeen * 
em. 1 5 2 


For many years NxxzMiAk was Joa upon as a crafty and 


_ finiſhed courtier, much attached to the intereſts of his nation, and, 


tended to have been either illegally extorted by the fale of offices in 


as thoſe who hated him ſaid, not a little to his own. For the gra- 


cious ARTAXERXES heaped on him great wealth, which was 3 


his gift, or to have been cunningly procured from the king by every 
abject art of flattery and diſſimulation. I, who knew him better, 
always ſaw him in an amiable light, but till lately never ſaw him in 


a ſtriking one. Since his laſt return from Paleſtine, I have had fre- 


quent converſations with him, and find, on examining into the ftate 


and hiſtory of the Jews, that I have hitherto received imperfect in- 
formation concerning them ; and, notwithſtanding the more perfe& | 


information I have now received, I confeſs, CLEANDER, my delicacy 
is ſcarcely reconciled to Os either prejudice or common | ſenſe 


Ricks ſo cloſe to me. 


rity of his maſter with unuſual magnificence. He lived-among his 
people twelve years, and executed all, or even more than could be 


expected from the moſt dextrous. Animated by his preſence, they 


fortified and rebuilt Jeruſalem, inſomuch that it vies with Sardis in 


grandeur; and to defend themſelves from the incurſions of their 
enemies, while they carried on the works, held their fwords in one 
hand, and their trowels in the other. His table was open every day 
to an hundred and fifty chiefs. among the Jews, and hoſpitably ad- 


| mitted ſtrangers, who came "_ all parts to be witneſſes of the 


| | a 5 darin 


4 


NIABIIIAR is buſy i in ſoliciting a oma of the powers for 
merly granted to him, which are juſt expired. During his govern- 
ment he adminiſtered juſtice with fidelity, and fupported the autho- 


«0 TED 
We” 
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1 condition of his province. Whoever appearec in the city in, . 
of any figure, was invited to the governor's houſe, received with EY 9 | 
courteſy, and entertained with liberality. There were " [| 


provided in his kitchen one ox and fix choice ſheep, and he wed 
his gueſts with the various wines of the Eaſt, and the coan of the 

Greeks. Theſe expences he bore out of his own revenues, not only . 
without laying any new tax on Judæa, but without accepting the 8 a 
regular i income, by which thoſe who had gone before him in that = 
office were ſupported, This ſhews the ſpirit and temper of the 

man. The bounty of the king had enriched him; and he, from. 

a ſenſe of gratitude to his prince, and a love to * country, is 


well pleaſed with beſtowing t thoſe riches to the ORs and in Fe 
| ſervice of apart] 


| The A a nation Fu mot | ubboraly bigotted to themſelves); 
tell you, that when they were proſperous and potato, their 
conſtitution was founded on the narrow-minded ſcheme of ſeparation 
from the converſe of their neighbours, and a total excluſion from 
the arts and manners of other countries. They ſpeak in the higheſt 
terms of their lawgiver, who was either an inſpired prophet, a de- 
_ ſigning knave, or a warm-headed enthuſiaſt ; and being reputed the 
ſon of a king of Fgypt's daughter, though deſcended from a ſew, 
was educated in the ſchools of Egyptian learning and legiſlation 
Pretending to be ſupernaturally aſſiſted, he reſcued his fellows in a 
moſt unexampled manner from a ſtate of intolerable ſlavery under 
the tyrant SALaT1s. He conducted them by very painful marches 
into the land where they ſettled, and laid out the plan of a com- 
monwealth for them, which is of a novel and peculiar caſt. After 
his death they engaged in ſeveral unſucceſsful wars, and were at laſt 
2 reduced to an ignominious bondage in Babylon, where they ſub- 
Wy. mitted to the meaneſt m The merey of 2 s releaſed. 
® them,. 


Ke 
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. XIRXES confirmed them in their privileges, and many of 
— — them followed his arms into Greece. Much, however, was want- 


ing to complete their reſtoration, when Nx HEMIAH, in that genius. 


of ancient policy which has long left the world, put himſelf. at the : 
redreſſed their 
grievances, emulated the fame of their firſt n and e gl * 
to himſel, and ſtrength to his people. 2 wo oe ot 


head of large numbers returning into their country, 


A * IA 


* 


Believe me, 0 e che man muſt be aftuated by a 1 | 


ſoul, who, for the ſake of a perverſe nation, can deſpiſe the Pleaſures 


of retirement, the ſplendors of a court, and the ſmiles of his prince, . 
to encounter the violence of the raſh and the caution of the timorous, 
the whiſpers of the envious and the clamours of the factious, the ab- 


ſurdities of the weak and the opinions of the 8820 in ny _— . 


of a nn ſtateſman. ty 


— 


L. E T TA In 
CLEANDER to Mecanyzus. From Athens. 


A FTER the high compliments thou payeſt to my taſte in diſtin- 


guiſhing the particular excellence of every piece I have ſent, 
and approving them all, it is by no means neceſſary to make ſuch 
another to my diſintereſtedneſs, and to inſiſt upon my laying out 
every Darick thou haſt remitted, without entering into a detail of the 
prices. But ſuch, I have obſerved, is the nature of the elegant arts, | 

that a certain nobleneſs of ſpirit is inſeparable from the character of 
the perſon who cultivates them with ſuccels, Or admires. them 


with judgment. PERICLES, whoſe taſte governed that of all 
Greece, 
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Greeke;:wies: mol magnificent in this kind of expence; farther LETTER 
indeed than his fortune would allow, eſpecially as he was too — 
much a ſervant of the publick to attend with exactneſs to his pri- 
vate affairs. Though, upon his death, this appeared to the whole 
city to be the caſe, it is but very lately that the younger Pz- 
RICLES has been prevailed on to break that admirable collection, 
which his father had taught him to regard as the moſt valuable part 
: of his inheritance. Here is an opportunity to do juſtice to thy 
_ commiſſion; and I cannot but congratulate theſe favourite works of 
5 art, amongſt which I have often walked with ſo much pleaſure, that 
they only quit the gallery of PERICLES to o be more JOY n | 


in che palace of MEGABYZUs. 
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The diſpute about Acn1LLxs's armour was painted by PARRHA- 
S1US *, for the prize at Samos, which he loſt to TiManTHEs. The 
10 it is agreed, by their deciſion, did not intend to determine 
the merit of the pieces, ſo much as to mortify his exceſſive vanity ; ; 

but were diſappointed, and he left their tribunal with this reflection, 
« that it was 70 Ax's conſtant ill fortune to ſee an unworthy rival 
« preferred.” In this compoſition + thou wilt obſerve nothing hard 

or PE ; the outline of the figures vaniſhes as it were into the 

ground; and every object leſſens and grows indiſtinct in proportion 

to its EN le ſtrong light 4 upon the Fe N of the 


* Parznao nemo inſolentius & arrogantius as eſt gloria artis—ergo magnis . 
ſuffragijs ſuperatus a TIMAN THE Sami, in AJAcE armorumque judicio. Herois no- 
mine ſe moleſte ferre dicebat, quod iterum ab indigno victus eſſet. PLIN. lib. xxxv. 
„„ T Wes | | | 

1 Confeſſione artificium in lineis extremis 8 adeptus,—Extrema corporum 
facere, & deſinentis picturæ modum includere, rarum in ſucceſſu artis invenitur; 
ambire enim debet ſe extremitas ipſa & ſic deſinere, ut promittat alia poſt ſe. Ibid. 


Ne colorum claritas oculorum aciem offenderet, veluti per lapidem ſpecularem 
intuentibus e longinque: & eadem res nimis floridis coloribus auſteritatem occulte 
daxet. Ibid. 
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r e with the armour lying between mem, -atches abby 
— immediately, and goes off by degrees upon the leſs conſiderable 
parts. What an amazing effect of art is this, compre with the 
performances of the old maſters The utmoſt efforts of EUMHA- 
nus * was to diſtinguiſh the ſex by the ſhape of his figures; An- 
piexs of Corinth found no better a way than to write under ther 
and CiMon firſt varied that ſingle upright attitude in uſe till his | 
time, While they found ſuch difficulty to repreſent nature, it was 
not to be expected they ſhould improve it; and not yet maſters of 
deſign, they could not turn their thoughts upon the artifices of co- 
louring. But there is a curioſity in theſe rude eſſays; and the 
ſpecimen I ſend will lead thee through the whole yg of 
the art. 


** 


The like 3 of improvement may be obſerved in the fait of 
ſtatues from DiPoENUs and AN TERM Us: to PHIDIAs and Pol. x- 


cLErus. The Hermæ, which I take to be the firſt attempts, are 


7 very imperfect; they are only a head upon a ſquare block of ſtone: 


but the ſucceeding ages have conſidered this form as ſomething 
ſacred, and the greateſt men are ſtill thus repreſented. -- When they 
advance as far as whole figures, they merely copied what they had 
ſeen in Egypt. Compare the Caſtor and Pollux of Dirokxus with 
the Ofiris and Orus; the legs joined together, the arms ſtuck cloſe 
to the ſides, and the drapery growing as it were to the body, prove 
them of the ſame family. But the Greeks will not allow this original 
of ſculpture, which robs their DæDALus of the invention. The ac- 
counts of "9 hero (for ſo he is n are like 4 of his age, ob- 


* Qui primus in pictura marem adi diſcrevit, EUMazUM—8& CI EI. 
Cleonæum: Hic catagrapha invenit, hoc eſt obliquas imagines, & varie formare vul- 
tus, reſpicientes, ſuſpicienteſque, & deſpicientes. PLN. lib, xxxv. 934. ARDICES 
Corinthius quos pingeret, adſeribere inftitutum. Tbid. $ 5. 5 


ſcured 


a conſtant tradition, works of his are ſtill to be ſeen. 
1 in the ſame groſs manner of carving, thou wilt find i in this collec. 
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dees with fable; yet in many parts of Greece, if we may belleve 


tion ; it is a ſmall ebony figure of one of the attendants of Bacchus, 


and performs of itſelf thoſe antick tumblings uſed in the proceſſions 

of che gods. This is done by quickſilver in the cavity of the image; 
a contrivance which an old author expreſsly aſcribes to Dxparus, 
and which nay" account for wy ous miracles related of his art. 


3 theſe aden lente + I would e the Fre ben == 
from Magna Gracia ; the paintings on them are as much above the 
groteſque Egyptian taſte, as they are below the Greek correctneſs. 


Of the ſame rank are the Etruſcan ſtatues and bas reliefs, which have 


all of them ſome inſcription | in the old language of * 
long ſince obſolete. 


The wo beautiful pont 4. collected from a number of the 


choiceſt ſubjects, diſpoſed in the moſt graceful attitudes the maſter” » 
idea could frame, and finiſhed with the moſt ſcrupulous care, com- 


poſe what PoLYCLETUs calls his canon, his pattern of ſymmetry. 
He has given us alſo a treatiſe under the ſame title, wherein he lays 
down and illuſtrates the principles he went upon in his work. It is 
the roll I have put into the hand of the figure, 


p * Sun 5 Kopudbarazo eng}, Tov Aaidanoy v1 MO A Tay &v\ivnv *Appodi T1, 


lara "Apyvpor xvrov. Ariſtot. de Anima. —Somewhat like the Japonneſe Puppet, 
ſhewn at Marcas's in 1740. 


I Still found in the kingdom of Naples and in Tuſcany. 


1 Illaoas in Nel bas nds bv TH GUY YpappeTt Tas Ove pheTpios TJ aher 0 Tower, 
py 1 Toy gor $CcCaiwoe, nul cas Ardparra cr TH T8 MOVE Wp0FG Yar g N νννα dn 


23 dur TOv 3 xalaTep v cpu, Lama. Galen. wi Tay v Irrap. 
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4 ET 1＋ 7 ER "Inſtead. 'of ths. 8 wwe grace, which we ate] in u Poty. 
E 
1 CLETUS,, STIPAX “ of Cyprus preſents you with. a. view. of common 
nature. His ſubject is a favourite ſlave of Pr RICLES, broiling 
ſteaks over a. fire, which he blows with his mouth. But the droll 
pictures of PYREICUS 5 are perfect i in this way ; his markets and 
barbers ſhops are the very things themſelves. No poetical imagina- 
tion, no divine airs, no elegant draperies, but ſuch countenances, 
ſuch habits, ſuch accidents, as one daily ſees among the common 
: people. His landſcape i is agreeable to his figures ; ; for caſcades, and 
temples, and porticos, he varies his ſcene with a pond, a hovel, or 
a mill, But there is ſuch a truth of deſign, and fuck 5 an amazing 
force of colouring, that he divides the ſuffrages of the curious with 
ZEUxIS. himſelf. The portraits of this maſter are no leſs eſteemed: 
he expreſſes the whole man in ſuch a manner, that the phyſiogno- 
miſts have formed their judgment from his . with he lame 
ſucceſs as from the life itſelf. 
There 15 W and brightneſs in enamel, that takes every eye. 
We owe this invention to the genius of PorYGNO rs d; and thou 
wilt perceive to what perfection he has brought it, -by the groupe 
of Trojan ladies, which he copied from a large hiſtory of his own 


in the Pœcile. The celebrated ELPINICE, whom the common 


* 8 Ax Cyprius uno celebratur Ggno, Splekwopisy ; PeRICLEs Ohmpij vernula 
hic fuit, exta torrens, ignem oris pleni ſpiritu accendens. PLIx. lib. xXxiv. 5 19. 


+ PrREſcus arte paucis poſtferendus—humilia ſecutus, humilitas ſummam adeptus 


eeſt gloriamz tonſtrinas ſutrinaſque pinxit | & aſellos & .obſonia ac ſimilia—in ijs con- 


ſummatæ voluptatis; quippe eæ pluris veniere, quam maximæ multorum. PLIN, 
lib, xxxv. 9 37. Like REMBRANDT and TENIERS. 


- + This is told of Ar ELI xs by PLINY, lib. xxxv. 5 36. but is more likely to be true 


of ſuch a painter as PrxzEicus. 


d Encauſticz picture extitere PoLYcnors. Ibid, 5 39. 
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ATHENIAN rs „„ 
fu for the principa vanes 5 
The ſilver vaſes I and pateræ are of Mentor; the brazen lamps DE 
and. helmets of Calamis and Mys. There is ſomething ſo grand iin 
the general ſhape of theſe, the bas re fs are ſo juſtly deſigned, the | 
foliage i 18 fo looſe and tender, and every ornament ſo advantageouſly - 
_ diſpoſed, that one would wonder to ſee ſo much taſte and diligence VV 
thus employed. But ſuch furniture is in the h gheſt requeſt here, - = 
d the moſt trifling utenſil muſt. be the work of a good hand. „ | 
The head i emboſſed upon the golden thield is that of a Cartha- ; | 
| general, who commanded in Sicily, done by his country- ps | | 
man BozTHVS; ſo magnificent alſo are theſe proud merchants. lt 
was a preſent to PERICLES from the > e Syracuſian, who took it in | g | 
battle. | : | my | . gt * TO F705 LIK | j 
The laſt and moſt conſiderable acceſſion to this collection was „ i 
| owing t to the gratitude of PuipiAs. When he was ; dyit 8 in priſon, „ 
he bequeathed to his beloved patron the citron Cabinet i in the form | | 
of a Doric temple: : in this were depoſited all the ſtudies for his To — 
great works, and whatever of the ſam e kind he had got together ö 
of other maſters. Here is the model $ of his Mins! RVA, with „„ : | 
the contrivance for taking off the gold uſed in the ornaments; ; e 1 | 
which, when he was accuſed, he offered to do before the embly, . i 
and proved by the weight he had | not embezzled it. As all = i 
publick buildings were under his drection, the deſigns of archi= | ! 
ua * PLUTARCH. in CIMONE. | . | | 
+ Like t the vaſes a | and ornaments of enden and Jer 10 Roxano, VN 5 ; j 
1 Pœni ex auro factitavere & clypeos & imagines, ſecumque in caſtra tulere, Faciem . Aj | 
RH reddi i in ſcuto cujuſque, qui fuerit uſus Illo. PLIN. lib. XXxv. 94. 1 8 . | | 
$ Bos g PLUTARCR. in PuRICLE. FTF 8 0 „ _ i 
- 5 5 B 2 tecture | 2 
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LETTER , 
IXXXIX tecture are in vaſt quantities; they 1 


Ft oroughly acquaint this | 
——— with thoſe Rately fabricks ; and on thy ſofa at Suſa thou mayeſt fur- 
vey at leiſure the magnificence of Athens. The ſketch * of the 
battle of Marathon is by PAN RN Us; the painting from it fills the 
principal compartments in the Pœcile. The heads of the generals 
are very lightly marked in the deſign ; ; in the picture the Greek 
captains were drawn from the life. From whence Paxxxus had 
his ideas of our commanders, I know not; but thy uncle ARTA- 
 PHERNES, who is drawing a bow at the head of the Parthian horſe, 
has very much thy air, It 3 is for that circumſtance I mention this 
deſign. It would be endleſs to. point out the beauties that fill this 
cabinet ; for not an artiſt of reputation but paid his court to the 
favourite of PERICLES by ſome ſpecimen of his ſkill. I muſt con- 
feſs, I have more pleaſure 1 in turning over theſe unfiniſhed ſketches, 
than in viewing the more laboured pieces. The fire, that is ftruck 
out at the firſt thought, 1s often loſt in the progreſs of the work ; 
and the genuine character of the maſter appears in the drawing, 
which in the picture muſt in ſome degree be ſacrificed to the taſte * 
the publick. With how few touches do they give the ſtrongeſt ex- 
preſſions ? And what a readineſs of conception muſt have | nA 
that freedom of ſtroke? | 


Upon the report i my having che this collection, which I. 
am ſuppoſed to do by commiſſion from my brother Hiperas for 
ſome Ionian lords, ZEUX1s f paid me a viſit, and offered me with 
great politeneſs ſome. of his moſt capital deſigns, I would have 


* Panznus—przlium zpud Marathona factum pinxit ;—in eo prelio lonicos duces 
pinxiſſe traditur, Athenienſium MILTIADEM, &c. Barbarorum Darin, ARTAPHER= 
NEM. PLIN. lib. xxxv. 934. | 


F ZEURIS donare opera ſua inſtituit, quod ea nullo ſatis diene pretio permutar yy 
diceret. Ibid. < xxxvi. 


* 


nels : 


ATHENIAN. LETTERS; : 7 


made” him a ſuitable return; but he aſſured me, it bad been 8 
his practice not to accept of any. SocKATEs too, the young phi- — 


loſopher, whom I have often mentioned in my letters to SMER= 
Dis, has obliged me with the models. of his three. Braces, which 
are among the chief ornaments of the Acropolis *, He ſaid at 


the ſame time with a ſmile, 10 "ſee, may friend, 1 enn by. 
9 e the an of man.“ g 


When Wan As was "it, 3 che F e X the 
public works, ſeveral oß the moſt eminent maſters came hither from 
all parts of Greece, in hopes of ſucceeding him. But men's minds 
were at that time ſo inflamed by the two parties contending for the 
management of the ſtate, that what tended to the ſplendour and 
ornament of it was entirely neglected; and the war, which broke 
out ſoon after, has been carried on at ſuch an expence, as to engroſs 
the whole revenue. The deſigns begun in the late adminiſtration 
are till ſuſpended; and the marble imported by PzRICLEs from 
Paros and Leſbos, lies half wrought in many parts of the city. 
One of theſe diſappointed artiſts, / TELEBPHANES + of Phocis, applied 
to me for a recommendation to my Ionian correſpondents ; and 
brought with him the model of a ſtatue of the heroine LARISV. A, 
which he had made for the city of that name in Theſſaly. It 
pleaſed me ſo much, that I engaged him immediately. Indeed 1 
I Ms think wy e une executed, did J not ac- 


n | Charites in Neri Athenienſium non poſeruntr quas Socares fecit. Pl IN. 
lib. xxxvi. 5 4. 


+ Miris laudibus celebrant & Terzpnanun 8 ignotum alias, quoniam in 
Theſſalia habitaverit, ubi latuerint opera ejus; alioqui——zquatur PoLYcTETo, Mr- 
RONI, PyTHAGoRE., Laudant ejus Lariſſam.—Alii non hanc ignobilitatis fuiſſe cau- 
ſam, ſed quoniam ſe regum XERxIs & Dari officinis dediderit, exiſtimant. Pla. ü 
lib. xXxiv. 910. | 


company 


374 


LETTER 
LXX XI X. 


factions ſpared not even the genius of a PuIpIAs, to place him in 
thoſe happy climates, where thou preſideſt, and ſuffereſt no cloud - 


royal ahi and the virtue that _— them. 


thought it, ſaid he, a ſignal inſtance of the decay of oratory 


4 


ATHENIAN A ETTERS,. 
company the colledtion with a Perkins qualified 0 2 ig 


| which, with the little Ne to be cn upon the he. may ba 

. "erected either i in thy gardens at Suſa, or in the midſt of that delicious 
grove, which makes thee ſo fond of the ſuburb of Ecbatana. As * 
found him extremely mortified at the neglect ſhewn him here, 1 
diſcovered to him my real intention of ſending him into Perſia. He 


received it with great ſatisfaction, and thanked his good fortune, 
which took bim from a country, where the ſtorms of oppoſite 


of envy or detraction to intervene between the cheerlng beams of 


— 


LETTER Kc. 
CrxANDER to H DAS Es. From Athens. 


FHILEMON returned home the other evening in a very peeviſh 


humour from ſome debate in the aſſembly, which it ſeems 


had been carried on with a peculiar vehemence. I have long 


* 


8 


in our publick councils, that ſpeaking to the purpoſe i 18 laid nowra- 


- 


o 


- 


Lg 


» 


pleaſed with premeditated witticiſms, convinced by! ſubtle fallacies, 
« and ſuffer themſelves. to be led away by the force of invectives, 


* 


enough to encourage them in this fatal way of thinking; are 
: artful 


days intirely out of the notion of eloquence. The young men, 
inſtead of informing themſelves in the merits of the queſtion, are 


rather than the weight of argument. The old ones are fooliſh | 


8 


"02 premature 1 400 7 0 experience; ; and are edel N 
= 30 0 ſpoil the whole riſing generation, for the ſake of thoſe ſordid 
views which intereſt a part only of the preſent. 'You' know 
Be young Nroclxs, deſcended from TyzMI$TOCLEs, the moſt ce- 
« lebrated admiral in Greece.” He entertained us to-day with a ſpeech, 
« compoſed of what—wilt thou believe met of a wire-drawn 
e fimile. He played the | image before us in a thouſand ſhapes. To 
« ſay nothing of its being remote from the matter in hand, it was 
« imagined with no delicacy, and expreſſed with no ſpirit.” I know 
him well, anſwered I, and could name many others who reſemble 
| him in this idle turn, and yet by no means equal him in the reſt of 
his character. The laſt time I accompanied vou to the aſſembly, 
the Mitylenian decree came on, a determination of the laſt import- 
ance to the commonwealth and her allies. Do not you recollect, : 
how the forward EPaNETvUs: attempted to anſwer the wiſe and 
| elaborate oration wha Droporvs with que torrent . 2 
in PERICLES' s time, err and revived a point of 3 een 
and obſcurity, which could never be decided by our moſt intelligent 
legiſlators, relating to ſome privilege claimed mutually by the ſenate 
and the people; and the difpute therefore for many years had been 
wiſely laid aſleep. His ſpeech was filled, not with precedents fur- 
niſhed him by the Theſmothetæ, but with perſonal reflections dic- 
"tated by CLEON ; for which the ſame CLEoN publickly commended 
him in the moſt fulſome ſtrain of adulation, and compared him to the 
; greateſt of the Athenian heroes. - On' that occaſion, I was. charmed 
with the behaviour of PERICLES, who, according to his cuſtom, re- 
| fuming all the arguments that had been dropt in the debate, thought 
If ien at the ſame time to expreſs Bis W for theſe levities, 


and 


%s __ ararunitay LETTERS. 


1. EEE TER and with exquiſite art and 8 begin to the Allowing effect : 
— < That he could be as well pleaſed as any of the citizens in Athens, 
that the young men ſhould be remarkable for the ſame ſpirit of 
« liberty, which had diſtinguiſhed their anceſtors ; but ſhould be 
< better pleaſed, if they added to it the ſagacity ; and prudence, which 
„ might enable them to diſcern the nice and intricate nature of a 
* queſtions of right between the ſenate and the people,” | Pn 1 
LOSTRATUS, the nephew of the trierarch, your acquaintance, and 
DiTHYRAMBOS, the ſon of the Areopagite, are in the ſame party 
; with thoſe J have juſt mentipned to you, and both of them are late 
- initiates. PHILOSTRATUS has parts and learning; but by taking a 
wrong turn in the management of popular buſineſs, as yet he has 
never made a conſiderable figure. He chuſes the warm and decla- 
matory, not the cool and rational way of ſpeaking ; and profeſſes 
to enter into no ſubject, as he expreſſes it, except when he is raiſed 
by it, or, as a plain man would ſay, in a downright paſſion. Di- 
THYRAMBUS does not aim at the improvements of knowledge, and 
has received from nature a ſhattered underſtanding. In one reſpe& 
he is more modeſt than PHILOSTRATVUSs, as he declares himſelf con. 
cerned for his violence of temper ; and in another reſpect as un- 
happy, becauſe he never attempts to correct it. How loſt is the 
con dition of that ſtate, which is governed by the frivolous or the 
vicious, the partial or the mad! But, continued PHILEMON, can 
“you wonder, that thoſe, who have not paſſed the exerciſes of their 
childhood with even tolerable induſtry or ſucceſs, ſhould, when they 
become a few years older, appear to no advantage in the publick | 
«eye? Can you wonder, that they, who have not ſo much as re- 
ceived a ſuperficial tincture of the ſciences, but who have been edu- 
< cated either in an indolence which enervates their faculties, or an 
« activity which debaſes them, ſhould turn out bad counſellors and bad 
« men? It is not to be wondered at; it is the natural and the neceſ- 


1 
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3 


y n of the vice or inattention that has infedted their 1 BITTER 


* minds early and they have no one to upbraid for it, but them- — 


« ſelves and their. 


che orators, were maintained in their full force. We ſhould then 
« be free from thoſe gnats and waſps of the community, that exert 
« their ſtings fretfully and wantonly, without. contributing. in any 


« ſort to the general good.” After all, interpoſed I, the worſt of 


the matter is, that the evil ſo heavily complained of is not confined 


to the faction of CL,zon and TOLMIDES ; it extends even to our 
beſt citizens, when the power 4s veſted in their hands. For this 


.cunning, which is generally practiſed by the oppoſers of the majority 


and its leaders, produces the craft of miniſterial influence and cor- 
ruption.” © And,” ſaid an Athenian in the room with us, who. 


till this moment- had. been lent, - in ſuch caſes what is to be 
c done? Virtue is an unequal combatant for vice. The arts of the 
one are ſlow and dilatory; thoſe of the ocher more ready and 
6 expeditious : the one are not accommodated to the generality of 


„ mankind; the other fall in with every complexion,” and veiled in 


« certain plauſible appearances, will operate on the infirmities of the 
« wiſeſt.' If the men you have been blaming apply themſelves to. 
the vanity or ambition of their neighbours, wiſdom. will teach 

vou, as it were in ſelf-defence, to lay hold of their other foibles, 


« to feed their avarice, and gratify the imaginary wants of luxury.” 


„ Farewel then, exdaimed I, to every generous and worthy prin- 


« ciple !. Farewel to every enlarged and uniform plan of policy! 


„Indeed melancholy is the proſpect, when the ſtrength of mi- 
e niſters conſiſts, not in the ſuperiority of their own ſenſe, but the 
e weakneſs of others; when the countenance of publick virtue 


« ſickens with the pale caſt of fraud and diſnmulation; when all the 
notions of i integrity, ſo natural to the ds hearts of youth, 
vor. I. BELLA 31 3 + Dig top. « are. 


- 


tructors. I wiſh, added he, the old laws, which 
<« enjoin an accurate inſpection into the lives and qualifications of 
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5% 


Wn * te indutriouly damped by men veterans in politic inquiry, an : 


XC. 


4 hive . feverat reject current in the city concerning 


* as ſuch d agen he which it is expoled, I alk no when firs 
« of the gods, than that they would never place me on that pinna- 
cle of greatneſs, from whence I may behold. this ſcene of gui 
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CLEANDER to GoBRYAS. * SE ae 


the fleet, which, as I mentioned in former letters, was ſent 
by the Peloponneſian allies to the relief of Mitylene. It is now 


certain, that after having been diſperſed by a ſtorm near Crete, 


they regained the coaſt of Peloponneſus, and were jeined near 
Cyllene by ſixteen. gallies, under the command of Bxasipas the 
Spartan, an. officer of rifing reputation. When they had received 
this reinforcement, they purſued their courſe, as it is ſuppoſed, for 


Corcyra, to take advantage of the diſorders which have lately ariſen 


there. The Athenians have lately received diſpatches from their am- 
baſſadors in that iſland, written during the height of che ſedition, 
which gave ſome account of the rife and motives of it. Thou 


mayeſt remember, noble ſcribe, that ſeveral naval battles were 


fought between that ſtate and Corinth, whil& the quairel laſted | 
which preceded this war. The Corinthians ſent home their pri- 
foners without ranſom ; and they, as. a return of gratitude, uſed 
their utmoſt endeavours to prevail with their fellow-citizens to break 
the alliance with Athens, and to join the Peloponneſian army. Being 
5 Rrongly 
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rative of it before thee... I. e er of the ſiege, obſerving 1 


twenty- five co 2 
laying any crime to the charge u 
tion to every one of them, Have you done any ſervice to our 
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atches, ſent orders to — 
at Naupactus, to fall 7 
They are ikewife | — 
fame ſervice, if the | 1 
ry. They are he | 
force of 
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falls more naturally 
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LBTTSR % fate during the war 7 The Bl 


XCI. 


— this ſtrange examination, agony in oY moſt n terms, 1 the 


ſervices which their city had done to Greece in the Perſian i 


and the honours which had been decreed: them for their publick : : 


ſpirit ; to which they added, that they had not unn the 


Athenian alliance, till the Lacedzmonians had deſertec Te 
| accuſed the Thebans of being the ſource of their e * at- 
tempting to, , ſurprize their city in the midſt-of peace. The Theban 


Kar rag in an inflammatory harangue, reproached the 


with having forſaken Thebeg, their mother city, to fight under the 
banners of the Athenians, whom they called the tyranty' of Greece. 
They ſaid, the merits of their anceſtors, inſtead of being a plea in 


their favour, were an addition to their erimes, ſince they had 'dege- 


nerated from their virtues. That the Thebans, far from attempting 


to take Platæa in an hoſtile manner, (as had been repreſented,) were 


introduced by ſome of its wealthieſt and worthieſt citizens, with 


no other views than to aſſiſt their aer in en — an 


unnatural alliance, e 39 Trds 2 Teops Linda OY 3 900 
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The Lacedzmonian commiſſic 10ners, who had private orders to ſa- 


 crifice Platza to the reſentmerit of the Thebans, perſiſted in'demand- 


ing a reply to the queſtion propoſed ; and as it was anſwered in the 


negative by every one of the captive Platæans, they were all put to 
death without mercy, to the number of two hundred. When the 


news of this illegal and barbarous act arrived here, the Athenians, ö 
to expreſs their juſt ſenſe of the fidelity and reſolution of the Pla- 


tzans, gave the freedom of the city, and a privilege! of being elected 
into offices, to the ſurvivors and their children. The names of theſe 


new citizens were engraved on a column, ag bet up 1 in the citadel 


near-the __ of MINERVA. © OY IRE „„ 


> os 
„ 


my" real buſineſs at Athens, and | hid me at the eee, the reſent- W 


ful multitude. One Curtnes, a merchant of Chios, Who deals 
wines, was taken up by order of the Prytanes, on ſuſpicion of ma- 


naging a ee with Thebes and Sparta. Several papers, 

relating chiefly to the condition of the Athenian docks, arſenals, 

and navy, were found in the wine veſſels and other places of con- 
cealment in his houſe, which were examined in the ſenate, and a 


Y report afterwards made to the people, of the diſcovery. Among theſe 
opportuni 3 
clamour was raiſed immediately over the city againſt me. The 
merchant was examined, but declared he had very little acquaintance 


at Rhodes, and knew nothing of the contents of the letter. I was 
ſummoned however to attend the tribunal of the Archon Polemarch, 


orators appointed by the ſtate to plead publick cauſes, prepared with 
an inditment againft me, importin g, that had violated the laws 


” tk 


keep up a correſpondence pre} judicial to the republick. When I came 


from the letter, which could any ways: render me obnoxious to the 
ſtate. That, far from having correſponded with CRATIPPUS, it ap- 
peared from the letter itſelf, that I had not anfwered one which he had 
. written to me. That, the paſſage wherein he mentioned the cuin- 
ö 'Y cidence of our employments, referred only to the collections of curious: 
i. ſtatues and pictures, which we both made in our travels. That 
| the reſt of the letter was nothing but news of an indifferent nature; 
which there was no law to prevent one friend from communicating 
to another. Several of my Athenian friends did me the honour to 
6 n 


papers. was a letter from Unarirrus, which CnREMESs had not an 
of putting into my hands before he was ſeized. A great 


with me, and not much more with CRATIPPUS, whom he had ſeen 
(who has a juriſdiction over ſtrangers,) and found one of the ten 


of + hoſpitality, and wickedly made uſe of my abode at Athens to 


to make my defence, I alleged that there was nothing appeared 
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n teflify, that my behaviour, during above four years reſidence in/the 
ns — city, had been very fair and unblameable; oh this — 4 
my acquaintance, converſation, or actions, I had n the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of carrying on any practices againſt the finte, By this 
means I got rid ofa: viſions affair, which'I have reaſon. to 
believe was fomented by CLzov, to revenge himſelf upon me For 
A ſatire againft him, in which he ſuſpected I was concerned. The 
Piece which gave him this fingular offence, was compoſed one 
night at Crinaas's, at a ſympoſium, where ARISTOPHANES the 
* ceomick poet and myſelf were preſent. When ſupper was over, being 
5 heated with wine, and enlivened by the gaiety of the converſation, 
Wie went out in a body, crowned with garlands, and with torches 
An our hands, and ſung the ſarcaſtical iambics under Cx RON win- 
dos. But it happens always in a divided ſtate, that when any 
perſon is oppoſed by one ſide, the party in whoſe cauſe he fuſfers 
take him into their protection; for CLxOx's reſentment againſt me 
excited the zeal of his enemies to repreſent the CUT Ines: as r 
leſs 2 malicious. 


* 


The ſeaſon is very wy here, for the great rains which fell 

laſt winter, having ſtagnated in the low and marſhy grounds about | 

the city, are corrupted by the violent heats of the ſummer, and the 

air is greatly infected. HiPPOCRATES apprehends another plague. 

Should that dreadful calamity break out again, I ſhall beg leave (if 

the king has no occaſion for my ſervice in any other part of en 
to make a ſhort viſit to ad EP at Epheſus. 


.. - 


Noble {-ribe, 1 FR in 18 een of thy nem. which 
will not be leſs acceptable to me, than the cheering rays of | 
MiTuRAs are to the boſom of the hard earth, which has felt the 


ann of the winter s froſts. Adieu. tans 
\ 8 | 15 P. 
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1 always though, 8 an one = the principal LETTER 


ends of travelling was to know the laws and policies of other ; , 
countries ; and that many wiſe and excellent things might be leartit 
from the uſages and inſtitutions of foreign nations, which were 
wanting in our own. . In the appointment of laws for the well- 
ordering of mankind, a regard has been every where had to certain 
unchangeable principles in the nature of things, which, previous to 
any human laws, inferred an uniyerſal obligation upon all rational 
creatures. But it was the depravity of mankind, that made the au- 
thority of the human law-givet neceſſary, and cauſed the. ſanction 
of civil puniſhments to be ſuperadded to the primary obligation 
which our natural ſenſe of right and wrong inculcated upon us. And 
without this proviſion, the emi of our & into to ſociety could 5 ; 


BY ſeem obvious to the common reaſon of all men, yet the bulk 
of the human race would not in alt inſtanees be capable of diſcerning 
them. And unleſs ſuch things as are obligatory in their own nature, 
were further K by human laws, many would be ignorant of 
their obligation to them 3 and many who know what they ſhould 


| do, would. nevertheleſs, to excuſe themſelves, pretend ignorance. 


For which reaſon I applaud the wiſdom of our own legiſlature * in. 


puniſhing ingratitude, a kind of immorality the moſt odious in its: f 


nature, however it WIEN to have eſcaped the cenſure of the laws: 
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L rr R in n other countries, It may ihdeed be ſaid, togratitude is is not of 45 : 


XCII. 


— ſame nature with thoſe erimes which do open violence to the rights i 


of mankind, and tend directly to deſtroy the being of ſociety. Yet | 
I ſhall always believe, what I was early taught to maintain in the 
ſchools of Perſia, that the wretch who 1 is capable of ingratitude, has 


broke looſe from every tie that engages us to our iricnds, our * 
8 rents, or our — F . 


* 
8 *. * ? * * 2 


"ie 1 f che FR laws, 25 conſideration of Slack 


| has led me to this ſubject, there are two or three that I ſhall firſt 


5 mention, which are. eſtabliſhed upon ſure and unerring principles of 
Treaſon and truth; and the ſanction of which ſeems to be preſcribed 


or limited according to the moral differences of things. The 
firſt is, „that whoever kills another wilfully, whether the perſon 
6 he kills be a bond-ſlave or a free man, ſhall ſuffer death“. For 
che malignity of this crime conſiſts in the injuſtice of che addion, 
and the malice and cruelty of the perſon who commits it ; and how- 
ever the quality of the ſuffering party may differ, the inalice, cruelty, 


and injuſtice of the action is ſtill the ſame. For the further ſecurity 


of the innocent againſt the indire& attempts and ſecret villany of 5 
miſchievous and deſigning men, it is by law appointed, « that falſe 


4 accuſers ſhall ſuffer the ſame puniſhment, which the falſely accuſed 5 | 


“ were to have undergone, had they been convicted of the offence.” 
A plain principle of natural juſtice, that the innocent ſhould not 


ſuffer with, the guilty, preſcribes to them another of their laws, 


„ that women with child, who have incurred the penalty of death, 
« ſhall not be executed till they are delivered; ” arule of juſtice1 which 
ought certainly to be received in every ſtate, and followed by every 
tribunal, as it has already been received in Greece, and particularly, 


ad. 
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- | Py informed, by the ſolemn, council of Areopagus I more LETTER e 
wonder, that this principle of natural juſtice ſhould ever have 3 | 
been , violated in the laws of any country, than that it is ad- 

hered to ſo ſtrictly in this. I have often thought, CrrANDER, 5 
that cuſtom in Perſia *, which for the perfidy and 'treaſon of one per- : 
ſon dooms his whole family, with all the innocent branches of 
it, to utter extirpation, a moſt un juſt appointment, and cruelty i in 
the higheſt exceſs. Pardon me, my friend, this freedom of cen 
furing the laws of that ſtate to which I am attached by. every ſo- | 
lemn tie, and to whoſe laws' I ſhall always pay the ſtricteſt obedi- 
ence: The wretch who betrays his allegiance to his prince, with- 
out doubt deſerves the ſevereſt tortures. But why muſt the inno- 
cent and the guilty be involved in the ſame puniſhment ? I fear 
the natural injuſtice of ſuch a ſentence can hardly be palliated 
upon the reaſon commonly alleged, that che puniſhment is en- 
hanced to the guilty by being extended to all who are ſo unfor- 
tunate as to be allied to him. 1 am ſtrongly ſenſible of the 
horrid nature of this crime, and am perſuaded men ought to 
be deterred by the ſevereſt examples from attempting it. Vet I 
cannot underſtand, why thoſe who are no ſharers in the guilt, 
ſhould ſuffer more than they do i in the puniſhment of the guilty 
perſon, for that, which is of itſelf the greateſt calamity to any fa- 
mily to happen i in it. A whole kindred in this caſe is deſtroyed at 
random; and ſome perhaps among them, who, if ſpared, might, 
from the awe of ſo near an example, as well as the goodneſs of 
their own nature, have diſtinguiſhed themſelves more ſignally for 
their loyalty to their ſovereign, than the criminal perſon had done 
for his perfidy and treaſon. « 2 the puniſhment of the criminal is 
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* TJosTIN. lib. x. c. 2. 1 Mazenza. lib. xiii. c. 31. Leges apud Perſas 


impendio formidatz, inter quas diritate exuperant latæ contra ingratos & deſertores. 
Abominandæ aliz, per quas ob noxam unius omnis propinquitas perit. 
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— who are left, upon meditating revenge; yet 


1 

, 
' 1 
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thought likely to raiſe reſentment from the fimily; aig put th 


; * 
1 


be more deſperate, when, without any regard had to their own in- 
nocence, they are deſtined to ſuffer for another's offence ? I have 


reaſoned with great freedom upon the matter; but the few inſtan 
we have of this. law's being executed in its full rigour, ſince the 
_ unhappy fate of INTAPHERNES® i in the reign of Daz1vs, warrants 


me to believe, that it has appeared juſt and equitable to the lenity of 


our mighty monarchs to mitigate the ſeverity of it. Alike ſevere in 
its kind is another law we have againſt deſerters . But if the in- 
fliction of ſeverity 1 is never the principal end of puniſhments, and a 
regard ought to be had in them as well to the reformation of the 
offender, where that may be, as to the putting a reſtraint upon 


other men ; I ſhould think the caſe of deſerters better provided for 


by the laws of Zgypt than by thoſe of Perſia, F or amongſt other 
excellent rules of military diſcipline, it was appointed by Szs0s- 
TRIS, That ſoldiers who mutinied or fled from their colours, 


though not puniſhed with death, ſhould be degraded from their 


« poſt, and ſtigmatized in the moſt publick manner with all poſſible 
marks of diſgrace, and yet be permitted to reſume again their 


military character, if they wiped off that diſgrace afterwards by 


* ſome brave and valorous action.“ By this he intended, that 
diſhonour and infamy ſhould be looked upon as the greateſt evils, and 
more grievous than death itſelf. He conſidered alſo, that thoſe who 
were put to death, could never be further ſerviceable to their 


country ; but ſuch as were degraded only, might, for the ſhame they 


had incurred through their paſt miſconduct, and from a deſire to 


recover their reputation, exert themſelves with redoubled vigour, 


and be the more uſeful for the time to come. Theſe are inſtances, 
+ AMNIAN. MARCELL. loco jam citato. 


* HEROD, lib. iü. c. 119. | 
| On,  CLEANDER, 


not men naturally 


5 
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2 of ſuch laws as have a mieral Kineſs 1 in their own LE] 
nature; and the form and ſanction of each ſeems to be preſcribed or — 
limited from the nature of the thing itſelf. But with regard to laws - 


in general, it muſt be obſerved, that n they are all founded upon 
one natural principle, of virtue being rewari able, and vice puniſhable, 
yet the particular kind of ſanction is not always fo clearly pointed 
out from the nature gh the thing itſelf, but left to the diſcretion 
of the law-giver to Point. And therefore, though the offence in 
itſelf be naturally puniſhable, the poſitive part of the law, which. 


determines the puniſhment, however wiſely deſigned, may not be 


| univerſally binding. If then the laws of this country in ſome in- 


ſtances appear ſingular, we are to conſider how well they anſwer 


the thing propoſed; they may not be leſs. wiſe, becauſe, in thoſe 


circumſtances which are arbitrary and poſitive, they differ from our 


own. It is the inftitution of this country to puniſh perjury with 


death: the puniſhment is indeed arbitrary; but if we reflect upon 
the heinouſneſs of the crime, that it is the moſt daring impiety 
againſt the gods, and a violation of the ftrongeſt bands of faith - 
amongſt men, we mort have 1 en to chink it bene 


to the e 


The laws of nature ſeem in general to require, that he who hath 


unjuſtly taken away the life of another, ſhould himſelf be put to 


death, But when this heinous crime-is attended with other aggra- 
vating circumſtances; when the offender hath violated the ſtricteſt 


ties of *blood, beſides the common ties of nature, eſpecially if he 


Has taken away the life of thoſe who were the authors of life to | 


him, all nations are agreed to puniſh ſuch execrable impiety, not 
only with death, but with the moſt lingering kinds of it, and the 


ſevereſt tortures they could invent. For it has always been eſteemed 


the wichen 8 that men could be guilty of; to take away the lives 
8 of 
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of view. from whom they received their own, But when a caſe | 


happens the reverſe of this, that a parent "ſhall ' deſtroy its 
offspring, it is ſurely an horrid and unnatural act, and equally 


unjuſt as the other. For although the parent be the inſtrument. of 


giving life to its child, yet have they no better right to take chat 
life away, than the child has to take away the life of its parent. But | 
it has been thought, that the violating that; 


agtural awe and venera- 
tion, which is due from the child to the ent, aggravates the 
heinouſneſs of the act in the former inſtance, which does not in the 


= latter ; and that regard ſhould be had to this difference in determin- 


ing the puniſhment. And upon this the Egyptian law ſeems to be 


founded relating to ſuch parents, and is indeed Hemarkable one; 


„ That parents, who killed their children, ſhould not die them- 
2 ſelves, but be forced for three days and nights together to hug them 
« continually in their OP and have a guard all the while over them 


© to ſee they did it.“ This was doubtleſs thought a puniſhment, 
which would be attended with the deepeſt ſorrow and compunction. 


The inexpreſſible horror and remorſe that the wretch muſt feel upon | 
the occaſion, it was thought, would be as effeQual to deter men 
from the unnatural act, as even death itſelf. By the law of this 
country, © if any upon the road ſaw a man likely to be killed, and 


did not reſcue him, being able, he was to die for it} and if he 
were not able to defend him, yet he was bound to diſcover the 


« ruffians, and to profecute them in a due courſe of law: if he 
* neglected this, he was to be ſcourged with a certain number of 
« ſtripes, and to be kept without food for three days together.“ 
The ſanctions of this law are arbitrary and poſitive ; but the law 
goes upon a ſuppoſition in the firſt inſtance, that he, who, being 
able, did not defend the aſſaulted perſon from violence; was acceſſary 
to the violence committed upon him; and the neglect punifhable in 
the ſecond is, his not having done all he might, in order to diſcover 


8 


« 


o » 
* 2 
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the ruffians, lad bring them to ada; Vet it wid: be vin che 


cc. 


coined falſe and adulterated money, or contrived falſe weights or 
* counterfeited ſeals, and ſcriveners who forged deeds, or razed pub- 


66 


their hands cut off.“ Which all go upon this notion, that every 


- a ought to ſuffer in the part wherewith he had offended, in : 

ſuch a manner as not to be repaired during life. And ſo i in the 
caſe of adultery, the woman was to lofe her noſe, that ſhe might = 
f enn in that 1 where her charms _ ih 


ow as there are + Gow [Mi which 9 not of abſolute ad : 
univerſal obligation, are nevertheleſs fit and convenient in certain 
inſtances, and ſome, which, as the exigencies of human affairs re- 
quire, are neceſſary to be provided for only at particular times and 
in particular places; the laws relating to theſe things are not of a 
mixed nature, but merely poſitive both as to the matter and form. 


By a law of this ſort, all the Egyptians are enjoined to give in their 


names in writing to the governors of the provinces, ſhewing how 
and by what means they got their livelihood. © He who gave a 
« falſe account in ſuch a caſe, or if it appeared he lived by robbery, 


« or any other unjuſt means, was to die.” This certainly was 


well calculated to promote honeſt induſtry, and prevent publick 
miſchiefs and diſorders in the ſtate. But there is one concerning 
theft, of a moſt extraordinary ſort, which I will mention under 


this head. It may ſeem indeed to countenance iniquity, but was 


intended for the benefit and redreſs of the plundered, when the 
| other laws were found ineffectual to put a my abſolutely to that 
evil, ; 


enemy, were to: have their tongues cut out. That they who 
16 


lick records, or produced any forged contracts, were to have both 
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penalties in this law are exceeding ſtrict, and would, I fear, be in ö — 
many inſtances unjuſt. A like poſitive ſanction belongs to theſe . 
_ other laws, * That ſuch as revealed the ſecrets of the army to che 
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—— been expoſed to: for the ſlime and mud, whic 
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which Egypt, from che nature of the country, hath away 


waters in the annual Nene ſettling in differ e 
Nile, and the lakes which are cauſed from time to time by its orer- 


flowing the country, make thoſe little iſlands of ruſhes, which have 
always given concealment to theſe bands of 


country. As it was thought impoſſible therefore to 


| chat infelt the 


_ evil entirely, a law appoints, © That thoſe who enter into theſe” | 
* infamous companies ſhall give in their names to one who is 
„their chief, and whatever they ſteal ſhall engage to bring to 


+ him. They who have been robbed, are to ſet down in writing 


cc 


every particular, expreſſing the day, and hour, and place, when 


and where they loſt their goods, and apply to this receiver, who, 
though well known, is connived at by the ſtate; and after a va- 


luation made of the ſtolen goods, the true. n 18 to pay a 


cc 


* 


5 


bh tourth ** of the value, and to receive them __ 


Bur for fear of being ions 1 will _ no Gabe on this 
ſubje& ; nor ſhall I take upon me to defend the laſt inſtitution, as 


I can never think it prudent or adviſeable to give a licence to evils, 


in order to reſtrain them. But the Egyptian laws muſt be allowed 
upon the whole to be wiſe and equitable, and worthy of commenda- 
tion. And that theſe laws may upon no occaſion be evaded by the 
colluſion of the parties charged with the execution of them *, 
extraordinary care is taken to fill the courts of juſtice with perſons 
of the moſt approved integrity and unblemiſhed character. The 
prophet, or high prieſt of Xgypt, is always preſident in the tribunal 
of juſtice, or over the thirty who are. appointed for the hearing 


of all cauſes. In judiciary proceedings, the plaintiff exhibits his 


„Diop. lib, i. c. 6. 3 
1 complaint 


* 3 
* 


5 
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complain in writing, diſtinetly and particularly ſetting forth n 
he was injured, and after what manner, and the value of the d: 


his adverſary's libel, anſwers in writing to every 
by denying, or juſtifying, or pleading ſomething in mitigation of 
-damages. The plaintiff replies in writing, and the defendant rejoins. 


After the litigants have thus exhibited their libels twice, it belongs 


tothe thirty judges to conſider among themſelves what ſentence they 


ſhall pronounce. Then the prophet turns the effigies of truth to- 
ries his cauſe. The judges uſed to receive 


woe: ws party who cat 
a in ſalary from the king, which is ſtill continued to them by 
wr Wer of our mighty monarch, out of the revenues of Beppe: 


and he may juſtly be regarded as the guardian of their laws, who 
ſuffers them to enjoy their own judicatures in all cauſes, except 


tuted written laws; and that his laws are preſerved among t 
ſacred treaſures of wiſdom that have been delivered down to them 


from the great Mx RCURY, his aſſociate and counſellor. The reſt 


have at different times been received into the Hermaic books, and 
the higheſt honour thereby paid to the authors of them. SESOSTRIS 
is generally reputed the founder of all thoſe that relate to military 


diſcipline. The Theban BoccroR1s is juſtly famed for his wiſe 
and excellent laws concerning contracts and debts, and for the pre- 


venting of exceſſive uſury. He forbids impriſonment for debt, 


| Judging it unreaſonable that the perſons of men ſhould lie at the 
mercy of inexorable creditors, or be confined to gratify the covetouſ- 

neſs or reſentment of private people, when they might be of uſe to the 

publick ſervice, as of the Egyptian 1 have been 1 10 che 


* Diop. li, i. 82 7. 


ſuſtained. © The defendant on the other ſide, having had a - of 
pa: ticular, either 


where the rights of his natural ſubjects are concerned. The prieſts 
fay*, chat their ancient MR vis or Mznzs was the firſt who inſti- 
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ves of 'Greece, who all reſorted hither as to the fount in-h 5 
p ticular, Iam nora, 
* we in the Athenian laws of Sor Oo. TP 3-4 of Kg pt 


EW ˙ AE, 


5 land, which the wiſe — of the A palegt * hols appoint- 
ed, for the regulation of their conduct in every inſtance both of pub- 
lick and private life, were now grown obſolete and forgotten, till 
Boccuoris + endeavoured to revive the ancient diſcipline, and in- 
force, by his own example, thoſe excellent rules which were 
calculated for the mutual happineſs both of the prince and people. 
But the invaſion that happened in his reign, too ſoon overturned 
his laudable deſigns. The law which enjoins, that the Mgyptians . 


ſhall give in their names to the governors of the provinces, ſhew- - 


ing by what means they got their livelihood, and that yearly, _ 
was enacted by AMAS18Þ. -DARI1US, the father of XEeRxEs, is held . 
in much veneration here, and his name is inrolled among thoſe 
of their beſt princes and greateſt benefactors. He confirmed the 
body of their old laws, and added new ones to it. He ſhewed 
great indulgence to the Ægyptian prieſts, to make them amends 
for the impiety of his predeceſſor CAMBYSES, in the profanation 
of their religious rites. He was initiated into their myſteries, and 
reſided for ſome time in the colleges of Heliopolis and Memphis. 
Whilſt living, they eſteemed him as a god; and when dead, the 
people allowed him all thoſe ancient honours, which were cuſtom- 
ary to be W to the former kings of Egypt a alter their 
deaths. 


— 


# Dien. lb. Le. 6, initio, | 
T rad Tp Teg Garnet wolrra——itaxgiGGra. | Ibid. 
14 Herop. lib, 11. 1 177 
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195 have reſided. in this country much longer than I gde LBTTER 


XClI. 


at my firſt ſetting out from Perſia ; but after I had taken ſome — 


pains to ſurvey the famous monuments of the Upper Mgypt, 
and the laſting remains of theſe once powerful kingdoms, I was wil- 


ling to make ſome inquiry into their hiſtory, their laws, and their 


Fg 


ancient learning. And when I found my curioſity would detain 


me in theſe parts, I took the opportunity of being inſtructed 


in thoſe liberal ſeiences, which are the boaſted inventions of Egypt, 


and are no where taught to greater advantage. But now having 


thrice ſeen the inundation of the Nile, I begin to think, though 
with reluctance, of leaving the c But before I ſet forward 


for Peluſium, I intend a ſhort NE 6 to the Pyramids, with the 


famous HeroDoTUs, and ſome. other Gregian ſtrangers, who are 
lately arrived at Memphis. | AMES: 


* £34 


x 5 a 
K 


= 


thovids to Cranes, 


4 


FIND myſelf 1 in ſuch a debating Want chat you au mat 
me, brother, in arguing upon ſome other particulars of your 


converſation with the Athenian, than thoſe to which 1 have already 
ſpoken. The two advantages of monarchy, which you mentioned, 

deſerve to be inſiſted on more copiouſly, viz. The opportunities of 
munificence, which are lodged i in the hands of a great king, and the 


awe of his abſolute power. Nor had your friend ſo much cauſe to 
triumph in the force and clearneſs of is reaſoning, . 


The wiſeſt 8 in all ie: ein eſtabliſhed t their laws 


| * the ſanddion of rewards and puniſhments ; becauſe the — 
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XClII. of the one, or appreblenfion' of the other, is apt to operate moſt 
: h 9 ftrongly on the human mind. But! it ben happens in governments 


of the popular form, that theſe ſanctions are weakened. _ Envy oc- 
caſions a negle& of merit, and defeats it of thoſe honours to which 


it has an equitable claim, while many reſtraints on the iniquity 'of 
the powerful are taken off by their influence on the body of the peo- 
ple. And thus the intention of the legiſlator, who firft formed the 


commonwealth, 1s gradually forgot after his death, or "openly per- 
verted by his ſucceſſors. On the contrary, in monarchical ſtates 


there is the ſame perpetual legiſlator, becauſe a king (unlike the 
temporary legiſlators Who preſide in democracies, whoſe intereſts 
muſt vary according to the different circumflances of the times) 


will always find himſelf in the ſame ſituation and intereſts with thoſe 


who have gone before him. - He may be a faithful guardian of the 
laws and theſe ſanctions; and a prudent prince will maintain them in 
their full vigour ; he will not ſuffer them to be wreſted to the low . 
purpoſes of jealouſy and malice, or to ſtrengthen the hands of a 
faction. Diſdaining to act like the inconſiſtent multitude in the de- 


mocracy of Athens, he will countenance the deſerving with his 
power, and encourage them by his bounty, while the deſigning are 
unable to evade his penetration, or fly from the rigour of his juſtice. 
In commonwealths the recompence at any time beſtowed on the 


good citizen is mean and inconſiderable, and rather gratifies the 


vanity, than advances the intereſt of the man. But in monarchies 
the rewards given to a faithful ſubject are ſuch, as call for his atten- 


tion and regard. The proſpect of them will incite him to. endure 


toil, and the poſſeſſion of them will animate him to face danger and 


death in the ſervice of his country. Is a crown of fading oak- leaves 


to be compared with the gift of an extended domain ? Is the moſt 


elegant collation which the Prytaneum of Athens can afford, equal 


in value to the wealth, dignity, and titles, which the ſovereign of 
/ | | Aſia : 


% 


w 3 ihe; „ „ g — „ SIE. TOY 


«* 


S443 
£338 


Xenxss 3 in the princely generoſity of his temper, .- DO you think, 
when he ſeated himſelf on the top of the mountain Ægaleos, that 


> _ 
- * 


| ATHENIAN, LF TERS: 


| Ada may heap, on thoſe whom he vouchſaſes to favour? Theſe . TY 5 e 


rewards. he may not only impart to the man whoſe merit more im- 
n demanded them, but even ſuffer. them to continue in his 


ver) e in "the „et of Perſia. 
ri RU 3, a by ry ſubdued. the world, and ſettled his empire 


3 in ſecurity, enriched. and aggrandized the attendants on his fortune 


beyond their moſt ſanguine expectations; and no one ever exceeded 


at ſurvey the battle of Salamis? Do you chink, I ſay, when 
he wrote down the name and country of a man who behaved 


well in the fleet, that he had not an intention to: diſtinguiſh the 


valour of his officers, and the dexterity of 1 failors, with ſome 
tokens of the royal eſteem? He ſteadily preſerved his intention. 


He recompenſed the ſincere, though unſucceſsful endeavours of his 
ſeryants ; and _ in . at this 1 eryoy the effects of ” 


munificence, | 7555 8 Ve eis 

„ür you _ 475 drt 1 "IN a4 in ths; tenor * my argu- 
ment, ſuppoſed a king perfect in the arts of policy, and in all the 
regal qual ifications. Methinks I hear you telling. me, that I have 


taken it for granted, that every prince is a philoſopher; whereas 


nothing is more true than the reverſe of it, becauſe Providence has 
not made them ſuperior to others in their natural endowments, and 


their acquired ones are ſeldom ſo good. Permit me, brother, to 


anſwer, that I mean chiefly to confine my obſervations to Perſia ; 
and however this remark may be verified in many countries, I am 
free from all apprehenſions, leſt the throne of Cyrus ſhould be 
filled with a Camprszs for the future, the wildeſt and moſt uncul- 


- tivated mortal, who hath dared in any period of time to be ambitious. 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 
Thou knovweſt, that the excellent ARTAXERxRS as eftabliſhed 3 2 


empire. The young heir is committed to che 
perſons, who are very remarkable in the king 


in the principles of Magianiſm and the Perfian government; "the 
ſecond muſt enure him to a love of juſtic 


only, how much more conſiſtent it is with the general welfare of 
ſociety, that a prudent man ſhould be placed at the head of it, than 


that a lawleſs and giddy multitude ſhould be entruſted with the go- 


vernment. Is it not better they ſhould enjoy | freedom and ſecurity 


through the means of ſuch monarchs, than that the reins of power 
ſhould be held by themſelves, which will now be unſeaſonably ſtrait- 


ened, and now wantonly relaxed in their hands? Do you not find 


this peculiarly the cafe in Athens? Is not their puniſhment of the 
beſt in the city, on obſerving the leaſt error in a courſe of the wiſeſt 


conduct, a flagrant inſtance of the one; and is not their giving into 


the fooliſh politicks and abfurd POE of the n a ridiculous 


inſtance of the-othert 


Let us, I beſeech you, bring the compariſon between monarchies 
and democracies ſtill nearer. The former is allowed on all hands 


to poſſeſs the greateſt advantages, when it ig neceſſary to make a 


— and ſudden — of power. A monarch may conceal the 
ſecret 


to ſueceed to o the 


their wiſdom and their virtue. The firſt is ordered to inſtruct i 


ce and truth; the third is to 
teach him the maſtery over himſelf and his pions s and the laſt 
endeavours to fortify his breaſt with courage and reſolution. Under 
an abſolute prince thus inſtituted, what ſignifies the power of doing ö 
harm, when the will fhall be wanting? What happineſs may we 
not reaſonably hope for and promiſe to ourſelves, under a long | 
race of wiſe and equitable kings? Such will be indeed the living 
images of the Deity, the faithful diſpenſers of his bounty. Reflect 


— — 
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— Nell. 
may deliberate with coolneſs, and act with cuir; he RY ha . 
attend ſolely to the reaſon and policy of his meafures, without 
being miſſed by the falſe gloſſes of his counſellors, without being 
heated by an orator's addreſs to his paſſions. In republicks the 
caſe is far different; they are ſlow in reſolving, much flower in 
: performing; ; the 2 ſecrecy cannot be preſerved, nor the ſame 
uniform meaſures purſued; the voice of reaſon is loſt in the noiſe 
of eloquence, and reality is baſely diſguiſed by Plaufabi ility. A _ 
nonarch is ſenſible, that his own welfare is united 
of his people; he knows, the ſecurity of his crown 3 on their 
affection; he will not therefore indulge his miniſters in any ſelfiſh 
views and inclinations, which may injure the proſperity of himſelf 
and his kingdom. In popular ſtates, little intereſts and private com- 
petitions too e eee enter into the publick councils: each man 
aims at power, riches, and the ruin of his enemies, under the mafk 
of 'zeal for his country; and the true intereſt of the many is ſacri- 
fſiced through their own blindneſs to that of the few. What various 
opportunities of encouraging the liberal arts, of improving the 
an and of extending the commerce of his empire, are in the 
diſpoſal of a monarch? But the miniſters who preſide in demo- 
cracies, have mo leiſure to regard theſe important particulars ; they 
are obliged to neglect no expedient, however wretched. or deteſtable, 
in order to maintain themſelves in authority. This is their chief 
buſineſs, and the worthy employment of their adminiſtration. How 
little then ought we to admire tie governments, where the ſpirit 
of faction is miſtaken for the ſpirit of freedom; and that which 
conſtitutes the real happineſs and grandeur of a nation, is furren- 
dered, not for the fake vf liberty, but licentiouſneſs, which is always 
accompanied with — and muft naturally end in deſtruction? 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 
'A wiſe king will reſpect the advice of a wiſe condeil; at the Lia 


— time he will be a check over their conduct, and prevent them from 


caballing together to the oppreſſion of their inferiors, or quarrelling 
with one another to the diforder and confuſion of the Nate. . To 


ſpeak plainly, he will convey to his people the advantages of Aae. 


cracy, without the inconveniencies which _ ſometimes attend it. 


* 


18 it be gane there is one dangerous ne in u monarchy, 
I mean, that its corruption is tyranny ; but let it be remembered, 
there i is one much more dangerous in a republick, I mean, that not 
only its corruption is anarchy, (which every one muſt allow,) but 
that it is equally expoſed to tyranny. For if tyranny conſiſts in the 
power and the will to infli& ſtripes, and ſlavery i in the neceſſity to 
receive them when inflited ; then the many may tyrannize over the 
few, the ſtronger may cruſh the weaker, in democracies. In this 
laſt caſe the tyranny will be much more open and effectual than in 


the firſt, becauſe a ſingle tyrant will be afraid leſt he ſhould inflame. : 


the reſentment of his people, but a majority of tyrants will be re- 
ſtrained by no ſuch prudential conſideration. Under monarchical 
governments, if the ſubjects find themſelves oppreſſed by their king, 
deſpair will furniſh them with arms ; they will. join in the common 


cauſe, and dethrone him, who has proſtituted the dignity of his 


office, and forfeited the allegiance of his people. They will then 


place a worthier in his ſtead; nor need they in the mean time be 


afraid of invaſions from without, ſince no one would dare to attack 


a nation united within. But in popular ſtates the few, and conſe- 
quently the weaker, after ſeveral unſucceſsful ſtruggles, will per- 
ceive they are unable to redreſs their grievances: : they will there- 
fore aſk the aſſiſtance of foreigners ; ; ſooner than be in bondage, 
to their fellow-citizens, they will court the yoke of a ſtranger, 


s ve 


and 
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8 as ſubmit their country and themſelves to > the * of a con- LET T E * 


ilk . 


In an evening conference at Olympia on a this ſubj e& you declared, 


no ſimple form of government could be free from inconveniencies: 
I that one mixed out of the three ſpecies would ſecure to mankind the 
8 benefits, and correct the diſadvantages ariſing from each of them.” 


And you told me, that you had once intimated theſe ſentiments 
in a letter to GogRTAS. What chat great ſtateſman might chink 


upon the ſcheme, you could not inform mie; for he wiſely and like 


concealed it. But art thou not of opinion, my Cl x- 


AN DER; that a frame of government ſo excellently contrived is 
rather to be commended in theory, than- eſtabliſhed in practice, and 


may take place in the heads of philoſophers, but not in' ſocieties of | 
men: It would be as difficult to ſettle the nice boundaries between 
liberty. and prerogative, as to adjuſt the exact limits between vice 


and virtue. The preſervation of ſuch a tender and delicate conſti- 
tution muſt depend on that, which would at certain times be unſteady 


and unequal; namely, the wiſdom of the governors in not extend- 
ing the powers of either too far. The ſituation of theſe with re- 
ſp ect to each other, would reſemble that of two princes whoſe ter- 
ritories are contiguous. If the one advances his forces to the frontiers 
of the other, he gives a juſt and well-grounded alarm to his neigh- | 


bour. In ſhort, to ſuppoſe ſuch a mixture either probable or poſſible, 


and that it will ever be admitted and maintained in a nation, is to 


ſuppoſe-mankind a different order of beings from what they are; or 


that the gracious OROMASDES will one day or other throw a much | 
larger-ſhare of reaſon into the ſcale of human nature, than i Is now | 
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1. * * 7 E R xc. . 
Cunanpen to | Hroserss. cee 


Aenne, (of Wan 14 L poke! fs wich: to aha in my „0 is 
ſaid to have diſting iſhed himſelf in the three battles of Ma- 
rathon, Salamis, and Platza. In the ſecond of theſe engagements his 
younger brother AMYNIAs commanded: a ſquadron of ſhips, and had 
the firſt prize decreed: him after the victory. It was to the teputa - 
tion of this man that Esenrrus owed his life. Having been ac- 
culed for ſome bold ſtrokes of impiety in one of his tragedies, the 


Areopagites were juſt ready to pronounce ſentence. AMYNIAS | 


ſtepped up to the judges in that inſtant, pulled his arm from under 
his garment, and ſhewed it in the face of the court without a hand; 


that having been loſt, as he declared, in the ſervice of his country. 


The merit of the ſoldier gained the immediate acquittal of the poet; 
and £SCHYLVUs was aſhamed of being pardoned, not for his own 


virtue, but the valour of his brother. A few years after he reſented 


highly the affront which had been put on him by the judges of the 
theatre, in permitting SoPHOCLES, who had been formerly his 
ſcholar, to carry away the palm in tragedy at the feſtival which ce- 
lebrated the recovery of TuEs EUs's bones. 'C1MON gave his ſanc- 
tion to this determination; and sc HYLUS retired from Athens, 
after his defeat, to Gela in Sicily; where he arrived while king 
HitRo was building the city Etna. He addreſſed himſelf to his 
new patrons in a play, which bore the name of that town, and was 
employed in prophetically deſcribing the future commerce, wealth, 
and grandeur of the place, As he was walking one day in the fields 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


to refreſh himſelf 3 in the air after the fatigue of a rehearſal, an . 


with a tortoiſe in its claws accidentally flew over his head, b rt 
the Sici RE 


for the e of ſeveral of them. 


In the n mean time Sornoc LES rod his credit over all Greece · 


He was held in eſteem, not only as a tragick writer, but as a coun- 


ſellor; and the higheſt offices in the ſtate were ſometimes conferred 


upon him. I have heard him ſpeak of his expedition to Samos in 


joint commiſſion with PERICLES ; but that great general ſaid of him, 
that in his military capacity (whatever, he might be in his poetical) | 


he had more perſonal bravery than conduct. PHILEMON has a 


good ſtory of his being one day in company with them in the forum, 
while they continued together in office, and were talking careleſsly 
on matters of indifference, an handſome virgin paſſed by them 
in the middle of the conference. SOPHOCLES took notice of 
her beauty, and PRI CLES- reproved him, ſaying, a magiſtrate 


„ ſhould obſerve continence with his eyes as well as his hands.“ 


| Though he is. far advanced in years, he continues to apply himſelf 
to his profeſſion with an unwearied application. I was myſelf pre- 
ſent at a very extraordinary trial, not many months ago, in which 
he was concerned, before the court of Areopagus. The ſons of 
-DSOPHOCLES deſired the guardianſhip of their father's eſtate, as of one 
who was grown delirious, and conſequently. no longer able to ma- 
nage his affairs. The old gentleman ſpoke in his own defence with 
a peculiar vivacity and ſtrength of underſtanding. As ſoon as he 
had cloſed his oration, which fell from him with an uncommon flow 


of 


.VOL-. 3P 


relate it) ſoaring high with her prey, and wanting ſome. 
ſtone whereon' to break it, .miſtook ESCHYLus's bald crown for a 
flint, and threw. it down upon him in ſuch a manner as. daſhed out 
his brains. THEMISTOCLES, had ſuch a regard to his performances, 
_ that after the death of ESL us, he contracted with PHRYNICHUS 
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— toread a tragedy which he had juſt finiſhed, and would ſpeedily offer 
to the publick. It was intitled Ozpievs at Calonos, and was de- 


ATHENTAN. LETTERS, 


of natural eloquence, and grace of pronunciation, he 


ſigned to do honour to his native town. He recited it, and then 
deſired to know, with ſome warmth of temper and quickneſs of ex- 


preſſion, whether that piece was the work of a madman or a fool. n 
The judges applauded his wit, diſmiſſed him with the higheſt marks 
of honour, and actually declared his ſons madmen for accuſing 


him. 


Euniriprs, another great maſter in | the dramatick art, and hi 


rival of AsCHyLUs and SOPHOCLES, was brought up by his father 


to exerciſes of ſtrength and activity, and deſigned for nothing more 


than a wreſtler in the Olympick games. His inclinations lay ano- 
ther way, and he proved a conſtant diſciple of Ax Ax A OORAS in 


philoſophy, and of PRopicus in rhetorick. Since that he has 


turned his thoughts to the writing of tragedies, and has one hap- 
pineſs, to which men of parts are generally ſtrangers, that of being 
as remarkable for his induſtry as his genius. During the laſt Athenæa 
I was preſent at his Bellerophon, wherein he hath introduced 


a wicked man ſeriouſly preferring lucre to honeſty, in a train of 


ſtudied arguments. Though, for my own part, I was ſtruck with 


an averſion to the character and the ſentiments, yet I could not think 
it right to paſs ſentence on the till the cataſtrophe of the piece. 


The impatient audience, however, were "riſing up with a kind of 
Bacchanalian fury, to demoliſh both the play and the actor. EuRxI- 


PIDES came on, and bowed, as if deſirous to ſpeak. His requeſt 


was granted, and he told us, he could not help obſerving, with a 


« ſecret tranſport, the virtue and integrity of that great aſſembly ; 
and ſhould always endeavour to follow, in his particular capacity, 
„the national example,” He added, that if they would wait 
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.Y 
4 quiedy: to the end of the tragedy, they would find he had not LETTER. 
« failed in expreſſing his abhorrence for iniquity, ſince the patron — 
of covetouſneſs would there meet with the puniſhment he de- 


4 ſerved.” Socrarxs frequents no plays but thoſe of EuniripEG. 


I ſaw him in a corner of the theatre on this occaſion ; and while the 
ſoliloquy was reciting, his face ſeemed compoſed into a ſettled deteſt- 


ation of the odious panegyrick; but his teal es afterwards lighted 


© ſpiri it and behaviour 


of his friend EvrieIDes. AncuELAUS, ine of Macedon, had 


heard ſo much of this great poet, that he ſent him an invitation to 


his Kingdom. In converſation he told Ev RIPIDES, © he ſhould be 


very proud if he would compoſe a tragedy in honour of his cha- 


e raQter.” To which the other replied with great politeneſs, © Pray 
Heaven, your majeſty may never be the ſubje& of a tragedy !” 
A courtier laughed at him one day for the ſtinking of his breath 


If my breath ſtinks, (replied he,) it is becguſe ſo many un a 


& erets have rotted within me.” 


* 


— bf the Athetiand, on the excellitcics of theſe 


three competitors, ſeems founded in an exact and impartial review | 
of them. M$cnyLUs is thought to want neither ſpirit nor ſubli- 


mity, but is cenſured as bomþaſt and inflated. Sorhocrzs has 
united the perfections of art to the graces of nature, and has a juſter 


: degree of elevation than his maſter, with more delicacy and ſweet- 


neſs. EvRIP1DEs is rather fond of elegance and tenderneſs, than 


ſtrength and grandeur ; and has a fine way of interſperſing the re- 
flections of morality, without flattening the dialogue, or relaxing : 


the attention of his audience from the main action. 


- Wiikindy had the ſame riſe with tragedy ; and 1 though SusArION = 
and EPICHARMUS are faid to have been the firſt inventors of it, yet 
| 73 Euroris 
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LETTER 
'Xc1V.. 


nobility. 
impudent poet ARISTOPHANES; and I dare ſay his ſcandalous: 


ATHENIAN, LETTERS: 


e Sod Crarius pretend to a ſhare in this: merit. I * | 
bene former was ſeventeen years of age when he entered on the theatre) 5 
and raiſed his credit by abuſing both cinõν and PERICLES; but 


the latter honoured CI Mx ON, who was at that time the head of the 
The libertiniſm of comedy is very freely indulged by the 


licentiouſneſs will 


ut convince the Athenians of the neceſſity of 


ſome law to reſtrain K. It may be ſaid, however, in favour of tra- 
gedy and comedy, that each of theſe writings have their reſpective 
uſe. The fate of tyranny and anarchy are laid open in the one, 
and the abſurdities and — of private 15 age. ridiculed in the 


other. 


3 ad it a 2 be asputed among 4. ie of . 


Greece, in which of theſe it is hardeſt to excel; at the ſame time it 
is univerſally acknowledged, that the tragick and comick excellencies 


are ſo different, that no man can ever be ſuperior in both. Wilt | 
thou indulge me, while I 1 grve thee a reaſon or two on the ſide of : 
The firſt and moſt natural which occurs is, that it is 


comedy? 
eaſier to raiſe our attention by good ſenſe, than to excite our laughter 
by wit. The plot of trigedy 1 is already wrought to our hands by 


the hiſtorian ; the plot of comedy is derived from the fancy of the 
poet. The former is converſant in the grave paſſions of publick life, : 
ſuch as avarice, ambition, and ſometimes: an heroick love. Theſe 
are eaſily painted, becauſe great characters are expoſed to the ob- 


ſervation of all men. The latter chiefly interferes with the workings 


of the mind in private life, and the little family- intrigues and in- i 


conſiſtencies which 'occupy ſo conſiderable a ſhare of mankind, 
Theſe are painted with difficulty, becauſe to gain a thorough know- 


ledge of them requires a very intimate and extenſive acquaintance 


with the world. Our behaviour in publick muſt depend on ſome 
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ws and vices, ich, though” differently Mad in different LET TER ER 


V ** * 
4 ©,” 4 * 1 


are always the ſame, and have determined ideas an- 
nexed to them. Our behaviour in private will depend on the fickle- 
neſs of our temper, our levities and humours, which can never be 
defined, and are not only various in various perſons, but are hourly 
jarring and unſettled in the ſame perſon. Theſe levities are the chief 
ingredients in the compoſition of comedy, as well as they are in that 
of mankind ; and fo; flutter between vice and virtue, that they are 
hard to be caught and deſcribed. ' Tragedy. is now carried to a de- 
gree of perfection which leaves me no expectation from poſterity : | 
but comedy, as by far the moſt difficult, will admit of much alter- 

ation and improvement. In ſhort then, to hit off the paſſions of 
| ney with nature and propriety, to bring them home to ny 
man's own buſineſs and boſom, is a taſk reſerved for ſome genius in 

a future age; fince, I aſſure thee, 1 no one of the preſent i is equal 
to it. 8 e OY 


„ cud; pions wap: ei ws os yr 


5 | Gopryas 7 en From Eebatana. 


en E account which thy laſt iy "WENT of the 3 
 Mitylene, and the puniſhment inflicted on its inhabitants, af- 
forded us a ſtrong picture of the temper and politicks of the Athe- 
nians. And by enlivening thy narrative of facts with refleQions on 
the motives of their conduct, and intermixing particulars of their 
debates and forms of proceeding, thou continueſt to recommend thy 
| diligence ; and addreſs to the ſupreme. council. I believe I have al- 


RP informed thee, that oy diſpatches are conſtantly regiſtered in 
| 2 
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LETTER R the archives of the empire; and if they are preſerved with that carey 
of Which the regular ſeries of our records from the reign of Cyrus 
| is a proof, they will tranſmit to lateſt ages the memory of a very 
able and faithful miniſter. The king, during the courſe of his glo- 
rious reign, has ſhewn his grateful ſenſe of his ſervants merits, by. © 
_ rewarding them with thoſe treaſures, which under former ones have ©] I 
been laviſhed away on the flattering, the ſervile, a and the cortupted - 
dependants on courts ; and thy next remittances TzRIBAZus 
will ſhew thee, that thy allowance is confiderably 3 The 
courier whom Nie AN DER ſent to Sparta for further inſtructions, is 
at laſt returned; the anſwer he has brought to our propoſals, is 
drawn up with the true Laconick * and brevity. 


The * Senate and Ephori of Fs to 0 ARTAXERKES) King 
of Perſia, health. | ; 
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WE ok thy e not unwillingly; 3 but can ds nothing to ob- 
tain it, which will diſhonour our mer in the eyes of Greece. 
Farewel. 


1 wil the agent N1cANDER with great reſerve on this occaſion, 
and only expreſſed my furprize, that his republick could think it 
equitable, that the whole hazard and expence of aſliſting them ſhould 

e on our ſide, whilft they were tied down to no particular ſtipula- 
tions in favour of Perſia. In the courſe of the conference I found 
he endeavoured to diſcover, if we were inclined to aſſiſt his ſtate 
with a ſum of money, on condition it ſhould be repaid with intereſt 
in four years. But I told him plainly, (as I was ordered,) that I 
looked upon our negociation as entirely at an end; arid that it was 
indifferent to the king, whether he continued here or departed. I 

have not ſeen NICANDER ſince this converſation, but I do not hear 

1 18 uy 5 


he dag yet to leave us. I agree entirely, CLEANDER, with diy LETTER 
| opinion, that it is ill ſucceſs alone which muſt lengthen the mono... 
of entering into ſome diſcourſe with him. He made an application 


reſiding at Sidon, who had been impriſoned by the governor, for 
refuſing to ſubmit to an extraordinary tax, which had been laid on 


the leaſt authority from hence; and that the king would diſclaim the 
proceeding of his governor, by ſending him immediate orders, not 
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ſhould immediately take part in the Peloponneſian war. Some are 
eager to revenge on one part of the Greeks that diſgrace which they 
ſuffered from the whole body of them at Salamis and Platæa. Others 


# * 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. „ 


XCV. 


ſyllables of Lacedæmon. From the intelligence which thou ſenteſt . 
me concerning PYTHON, I took hold of an opportunity he gave =_ 8 


to me in behalf of a correſpondent of his, an Athenian merchant 


all foreign commodities. I aſſured him, it had beer 


levied without 


only to releaſe the merchant, and repair the damages he had ſuſ- 

tained, but to repeal the . I hinted, however, to Py- 

THON, that it was inconvenient for the Athenians not to have an 

embaſſador here to complain of ſuch violences, whenever they hap- 

pened, and to take care of the intereſts of the republick at this critical 
juncture, when they could not be ignorant, that the Lacedzmonians 

ſhewed a diſpoſition to cultivate an alliance with us to their preju- 

dice. PYTHON appeared very attentive to dar diſcourſe, and told 

me, that he would not fail to inform his correſpondent of the relief 
he had obtained from the king's juſtice; and that he did not doubt 

it would me great an at Athens. b 


When thy laſt letters were read before the cl of 3 they 
renewed a diviſion, which has for ſome time prevailed amongſt 
them, and ſpread generally through the empire, viz. whether Perſia 
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think the empire not ſufficiently recovered from thoſe deep wounds, 


and are * to take time for une which part of the Greeks 
it 


N 


6 
| 408 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 
L nn it will be our intereſt to ſupport. The younger * and the 
n military men declare for the firſt opinion; and as they have formed 


an high idea of the Spartan bravery, incline to their intereſt. The 


wiſeſt and moſt experienced ſatraps, and even thoſe among our of- 
ficers who have grown old in the ſervice; adviſe us to purſue. the 


latter ſcheme. The worſt is, that he, whom both his abilities and 
integrity render the fitteſt to direct our councils, I mean Mzca- 
BYZUS, declines more and more in his health; the conſumptive 


ſtate of body, under which he has laboured for two years, grows 


daily upon him. No air ſuits him but that of the foreſt of Niſa; 


and I believe he will be unable to aiiend the court in their removal | 


6 n 1965 neehs +1 bins Jacob. 


I know not if thou haſt yet been acquainted with the remark- 
able events which have fallen out within the compaſs of a few 
months in the northern provinces. Several complaints. having been 
ſent up againſt AR1azus, the governor of Sogdiana, he was or- 
dered to repair to court forthwith to juſtify his conduct. Inſtead of 


complying, he pretended at firſt, that ſickneſs prevented his taking 
ſo long a journey ; but that he hoped the reply he made 'in writing 
to the accuſations of his enemies, would be a ſufficient apology for 
bis behaviour. His defence was found to be ſo evaſive and trifling, 


that a ſecond order was ſent him by an Aſtanda, to ſet out within a 
day after the receipt of it, if he would not be reckoned a criminal ; 


and at the ſame time Oc hus's lieutenant in Bactria, SP1TAMENES, 


was commanded to draw together a body of troops towards the fron- 
tiers of Sogdiana. ARIAZUs ſoon diſcovered his criminal inten- 


tions; he impriſoned the Aſtanda, ſeized the revenues of the pro- 
vince, entered into a correſpondence with OXYATHREs, who had 


taken refuge at the Scythian court, and broke out into an open revolt. 
wy the perſuaſions of the latter, TAx1LAs, the n king, was 
prevailed 


* 
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prevailed upon to ſend to the aſſiſtance of AxiAZzus a body of thirty L 


thouſand men, who croſſed the Tanais, and joined him at Gaza. The 


laws of nations were violated, and our ambaſſador ARSANES put un- 


der arreſt, for remonſtrating ſtrongly againſt this open infraction of 


treaties. SPITAMENES, without ſtaying for the reinforcements, 


which the governors of Parthia and Hyrcania were preparing to ſend 


him, ventured a battle near Cyropolis. He put himſelf at the head 


of his troops, and puſhed the van of the rebels very vigorouſly ; but 


receiving a mortal wound from a Scythian bow in the beginning of 


the engagement, his troops were defeated, and obliged to repaſs the 
Oxus. Affairs on this fide put on for ſome time a bad aſpect; but 
the over-ruling OROMASDEs would not ſuffer the reign of our Great 


Monarch to be long ſullied with the proſperity of a rebel. For the 


Scythian king being killed by a fall from his horſe, as he was hunt- 


ing, his ſon CLEO HAS, who ſucceeded him, not only releaſed our 
ambaſſador, and recalled his forces, but aſſured us, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, of his reſolution to adhere ſtrictly to his alliances with Perſia, 


and that in purſuance of them he had ordered OxYaTHREs to de- 


part his country. To deal freely with thee, this ſudden turn pro- 
ceeds not ſo much from the natural diſpoſition of the young prince, 


as the influence of his favourite AGAsPEs, who has felt the effect of 


our maſter's liberality. AxIAzus's army, diſcouraged by the re- 


treat of the Scythian forces, mutinied againſt him; and Bxssus, 


one of his officers, had the boldneſs to aſſaſſinate him, as he Was 
ſleeping in his tent, and ſent up his head to court. | 


I have now performed the duty of a miniſter, in laying before 
thee the preſent ſtate of our affairs; but I ſhould ill diſcharge the 


offices of a friend, if I did not aſſure thee of the continuance of my 
regard for thee by a ſmall preſent of oriental curioſities, which the 
next ſhip will bring thee from Epheſus. - 


VOL. I. ; 30 Thou 


409 


EKT TER 
XCV. 


2 
ene 


« c 1 5 * 2 1 - * 
3 : 8 y * * 
. r, : þ 
* * 2 
RY 8 n 0 * 2 An x; 7 N © : * N 2 A — 
2 2 2 IF" 3 2 * K. LE ES * 28 AY . ; 2 
: DI UE RET. ESE TY n 6 =. A . Wes Fees i 4 « . * . ** 2 oa MEE ay . 
* . : Cn ee =. AR. * wo" 3 8 q l 
OY . ; 1 1 * e. 


I 


— 4 8. 1 — 
L : N G . 4 * . : * ae — / £ N 2 r 
x by 5 F 3 1 1 . LY 8 2 4 7 x e TX 8 * a, "RE 92 * * WS 1 FL 4 © 9. 2 1 1 ˙ ao. ed 3 Is a Mi n 2 9 LOT INS Oy = 
* A * . n du 2 8 * 1 1 8 2 * EY, 4 2 N . 8 n COP TP 3 ds e 2 5 * 4 ju * R 4 "PR : — "4 $5.0 2 * - 2898 
3 — 1 „err ä 9 0 IS a 3 wee? 1 r 'S. 1 Fa 24 8 bn T 
1 Pr oo reg are trot re — v r ˙ . ð er ny we ee; R Des —— 3 we . n A; =p 


n 
q r 
Sy; 0 Py 


RE e 8 . Fu 
r ⁵ es 27 TE WPI ... ̃]¶ =». 7˙Üö7ðê. a eG er = 
. ee HB RY ae > Mb e e yy We eee c te, 
A —_— * 9 I 


. x 7 . 5 C N 
5 n : "a, $72) IS ge; 2 7 . IB My WO? 2 , 
. Y » — 5 = — 1 — 


— 7 8 2 Rr r N ESI Lal et i NS 5 5 N ZI ͤ ͤ (K ITN, cet 3 FT DSN * 8 E 
. 3 » ETC ee eee e e eee OST WT TIP IIA ES Me VT RT wund ng HORSE II 
. — — ho ning ang 
e 6 ac fy at vor WK... 4 Z HIRED 
D 8 WL ES: 2 CET TSS > Ks 


N 


* 


6% ATH men 


_ LETTER | Thou mayft likewiſe be ſaticfied, that whenever Gon ut det ür 
. — thy hazardous employment, 1 will exert my utmoſt endeavours to 
procure thee a ſecure and honourable eſtabliſhment in Perſia, Adieu. 


WA 4 
* - - * 


LETTER xc. 


CLEAN DEI 50 Gil From Ab en | 


Ho ty do your letters, moſt ls ORSAME 8, lod my 
imagination through all the mazes of Egyptian learning ! 


How awful is the form of ſcience, concealed beneath the veil of ſa- 
cred rites! But how rational is the delight ſhe gives us, when di- 
veſted of her hieroglyphick dreſs, and ſtripped of that diſguiſe 
which gains her the veneration of the ignorant and admiring multi- 
tude! Upon this principle, the Eleuſinian myſteries are calculated 
to inſpire a reverential curioſity, which makes the mind more deeply 
attentive to thoſe truths, the knowledge of which it has with much 
difficulty attained. But why do I talk of truths, when all I can 
tell you is of outward ſhews? For I have not been admitted myſelf 
to a participation of theſe ceremonies ; and yet. methinks, if I am 
not widely miſtaken in my gueſs, whoever is an hearer of the divine 
| SOCRATES, cannot be entirely ignorant of the doctrines taught in 
= them, though he himſelf has hitherto refuſed the 1 initiation, even to 
„ his diſcredit; perhaps to avoid a more dangerous ſuſpicion of diſ- 
„ covering out of treachery what he has already learned by the in- | 
ſpiration of an excellent nature. But of this hereafter. I imagine 
you will not be diſpleaſed with a particular account of the external 
ceremonies, of which I have lately been a ſpectator. They begin 
on the fifteenth of the month Bondpopuu , by a general aſſembly of the 
candidates 
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| candidates for initiation, who on the ſecond purify cadres, in hn * 
the ſea, and are employed on the third in offering ſacrifices of little w—- 
pomp, and therefore not worth deſcribing. The fourth day is dif- 
tinguiſhed by a ſolemn proceſſion, in which the holy baſket of 
CERES is carried in a conſecrated car, drawn by four milk-white 
oxen, whole necks and horns are. wreathed with garlands of corn 
and poppies. They pals along amidſt the acclamations of the mul- 
titude, who reſound the praiſes of Ceres ; and are followed by a 
train of beautiful young women, repreſenting the companions of 
PROSERPINE, Their garments are gaily embroidered with all ſorts 
of wild- flowers; and on their heads they bear the myſtick baſkets, 
which are concealed from every eye beneath long veils of purple. 
Vet however your curioſity may be excited by this concealment, 
4 ſaid the young ALCIBIADES to me, believe me, who am an initi- 
« ate, the veils cover nothing half ſo much worth ſeeing, as thoſe 
« faces to which they give a becoming ſhade.” On the fifth even- 
ing is commemorated the ſearch of PROSERPINE, when Cares, 
ſnatching with a torch the flames of Etna, ran with uncertain ſteps - 
to ſeek her daughter. The air is illuminated with the blaze of ten 
thouſand torches, and great is the conteſt, who ſhall conſecrate the 
largeſt to the ſervice of the goddeſs. The moſt remarkable of all the 
ceremonies was that of the fixth day, when the ſtatue of IAcchus, the 
| ſon of JueITER and CRRES, is carried in proceſſion from Athens to 
Eleuſis. It ſets out from the Ceramicus, and is accompanied with 
muſick, ſongs, and ſymphonies of ſounding braſs, to which the 
dancers feet keep time, who, as well as the ftatue, are crowned with 
myrtle garlands. Thus they uſed to paſs in feſtive pomp along the 
way from thence called ſacred, and, after reſting twice, enter Eleuſis 
by the myſtick gate; but ever ſince the beginning of the war they 
have been forced to conduct their proceſſion by water. The ſea is 
almoſt covered with the multitudes of ſhining veſſels, which are 
i109 © | my 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


LETTER ready to convey the joyful crowds, who are received at Eleuſis in a 


magnificent temple, capable of containing, with eaſe; more than thiny - 


thouſand perſons. The loud notes of the trumpets! and clarions are 


reflected with a ſofter echo from the waves; and with theſe the ſa- 
cred bards join hymns of praiſe to CEres, PROSERPINE, and 
IAcchus. The dancers with a nimble bound ſkip from one bark 
to another, and with a thouſand antick geſtures expreſs their mimick 


raptures. I followed i in the crowd of boats with SocRATES and 


ALCIBIADES. Of the three remaining days that precede the initi- 
ation, the firſt-is paſſed i in games, wherein the victors are rewarded 
with a meaſure of barley, that grain being firſt ſown in Eleuſis; the 
next, in admitting perſons to the initiation of the leſſer ee 5 
and the laſt is called Plemochoai, from a libation made out of two 
earthen veſſels placed towards the eaſt and weſt, which, after the re- 


petition of certain words, are thrown down, and their wine ſpilt 


upon the earth. And here what are properly called the myſteries 


5 begin: the happy initiates are conducted by the bierophant, who 


has attended them through all the ceremonies from the very firſt day, 
into the temple of CRRES, and the impenetrable gates of ſecrecy are 
ſhut againſt the profane. For a ſtranger, though but by accident, to 
be preſent at theſe ſecret rites is inevitable death ; for an initiate to 
reveal them, death with infamy. Thus far, however, may be inno- 
cently known of them, that beſides the hierophant, whoſe buſineſs 
through life it is to preſide at them, they are attended by five publick 


officers, the chief of whom is one of the archons, bears the title of 


king, and the day following the myſteries, has the care of aſſembling 
the ſenate, to take notice of any irregularities that have been com- 
mitted there. The other four are choſen by the people, and called 
curators. The hierophant, or myſtagogue, has alſo three aſſiſt- 
ants of an higher, and ten of a lower rank, who are chiefly em- 
ployed about the ſacrifices, Beyond has we know little but from 

conjecture ; ; 


py 
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5 conjefture ; but thus much all che conjectures that I have ever i L ETT 8 
heard, agree in, that the ſecret of theſe myſteries cannot conſiſt inn 
ſhews alone, in viſions, in frightful noiſes, and appearances, cal- 
culated to aſtoniſh women and children indeed, but little capable of 
anſwering the raiſed expectations of the brave and wiſe, who all are 

ambitious of being admitted to them. Even in the leſſer myſteries 

many doctrines are inculcated of the higheſt importance, and con- 
ductve to virtue; yet theſe are but a preparation for the greater, and 
to them no one is admitted, whoſe character is blemiſhed with any 
crime. On this initiation are ſuppoſed to depend the favour of the 
gods and the happineſs of a future ſtate. Shall we ſuppoſe then, 
that this degree of happineſs and merit is attained by merely behold- 
ing a number of ſtrange ceremonies, by attending to the ſounds of 
ſolemn muſick, by being in a blaze of light, and on a ſudden i in total 
_ darkneſs, by anſwering a few queſtions of courſe, aſked by the hie- 
rophant, about their previous preparations ? Or 1s it by liſtening to 
a ſacred doctrine, that ſhall unfold the ſublimeſt truths of religion, . 
by clearing from their minds the miſts of vulgar prejudice, and 
forming in them juſt notions of the Deity, the one ſupreme director 
of the world, ſuch as he is adored in Perſia, ſuch as he is taught in 
the more publick Cretan myſteries, whence that people pretend theſe 
and all others to be derived. Such doctrines as theſe are thought 
to require the cloſeſt ſecrecy, a8 being too oppoſite to a uſeful popular 
belief. Such doctrines as theſe deſerve indeed the pomp with which 
theſe myſteries are introduced, as thoſe of all others the moſt vene- 
rable, as thoſe of all others the moſt important, as thoſe which alone 
can open the mind to true knowledge, and give a juſt and conſtant 
principle of action. Whether this be the myſtery revealed to the 
initiates or not, let us rejoice, who are in poſſeſſion of ſuch valuable 
knowledge; and if we conduct our lives in a manner ſuitable to it, 
we need not be —— by: thoſe fears, with which many are ter- 
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a ATHENIAN LETTERS. 
L EDS, R rified into the initiation, that tnerely wanting the name of initiates 
— Pnnmnnmnsd ſhall condemn us to eternal wretchednels ; or indeed that thoſe who L 
| have only the name of it ſhall claim any ſuperiority over us in * 5 
2 determinations of a future ſtate. Farewel. 1 oe 

1 0 | 


L K TT * A MOVE: © 
SMERDIS 40 CLEANDER. 


ROMASDES has eſtabliſhed the ens of Perſia to maintain our 
religion above the contempt and inſolence of idolaters, who do 
not like the complexion: of our barbarous and inhoſpitable faith, 
which, ſay they, excludes the gods themſelves from our. ichen and 
denies them an habitation amongſt us. TE 


| | Should "WS iel to a foreign . the peculiarity of our re- 
ligion would add weight to our chains; as the wretched Jews meet 
with little compaſſion, and are thought not ſufficiently humbled, 
while they refuſe to comply with the worſhip of their conquerors. 
This people are well known in the Eaſt, for their ſufferings and in- 
flexible adherence to their religion; for what kingdom has not nu- 
merous families of them, the marks of their ancient bondage? 
Though they are ſo induſtrious to reinſtate their nation, like a trunk 
torn up by the violence of a hurricane, in its parent ſoil, it thrives 
but a while, and extends its branches only to be lopped and ſcattered | 
by the ſword of a new maſter. The holieſt of the Magi does not 
more reverently admit the divine preſence amongſt them, than this 
people, which they do not preſume to circumſcribe by the works of 
| their own hands, nor venture to reprolent any otherwiſe than by a 
* 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


but that the moſt intimate knowledge of God is the e irradia- 
tion upon the minds of prophets and holy men. They are per- 


ſuaded of the exiſtence of ſome evil genii, which are at leaft cotval 


with the world, and the dangerous enemies of mankind. They 


think it no ſtain to marry amongſt their own kindred; and they 
honour a prophet as the meſſenger of Heaven. The fimilitude 


which all this bears to the wiſdom of the Magi, is the zeaſon the 
Jes find their condition very tolerable: under a Perſian yoke. 
Cyrus himſelf, when he reduced the pride of Babylon, treated 
them favourably, becauſe he found them retaining ſuch nnn 
doctrines. XERRES burnt the temples of Greece, but p 
them to rebuild their places of worſhip. Certainly, 8 
pure religion was once univerſal; and mankind received truth from 
the ſame ſource whence they derived their being. For this ancient 


people maintain many uncorrupted traditions, which ao change f 


fortune has ever been able to extort from them. ZAapoc is one of 
theſe, a perſon of no mean credit at the court. Upon afking him, 
on what grounds his countrymen juſtified their tenacious regard for 


their religious rites; becauſe, 1aid he, they were divinely communi- 


cated; and (what is much more difficult to fupport without evi- 


dence) Heaven has not altogether broke off the intercourſe with us, 
but at certain periods honours ſome holy man with the knowledge of 


its will, who firſt gains our credit by ſome notable inftance of power, 

and then confirms us in our religion. Our princes hear his rebukes 
with decency, and ſubmit to his commands with meekneſs. They 
do not profeſs to make war nor conclude peace by their own ſtrength 
or counſel, nor dare they aſſume the honours of ſucceſs; they are 

but ſecond in the ſtate, for God is the ſovereign. 80 long as we 
acknowledge this, we have a conſtant and happy teſtimony of the 


dazzling glory, an inacceſſible brightneſs, 3 FER afſert ſome L 
time to have been given as a ſenſible mark of the Deity's preſenceäf— 


ro. 
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I. renn FEY of it; our ſeaſons are ever temperate, our flocks multiply; our 
[ vintage never fails, ſucceſs attends our arms, and our princes rule 
_ with wiſdom.——Z ADoc, ſaid I, you forget yourſelf, and your fancy 
_ carries you back to thoſe early times, when man's innocence fitted 
him for the: converſe of heavenly genii, who were the vicegerents of 
God, and openly interpoſed in the adminiſtration of human affairs. 
But there are now no footſteps in the world of that happy ſtate, and 
the miſerable viciſſitudes of your nation leave the leaſt room for ex- 
pecting to find any there.— I do not, replied he, pretend to ex- 
empt our nation from the ills of life; no, we are liable to the 
greateſt; for obſerve the equality of Providence, which proportions 
our duty to our advantages. We are enjoined an hard taſk for our 
high privileges, no leſs than humility in the enjoyment of them; a 
conſtant acknowledgment of a precarious dependance, when we 
ſeem to be above the ſtroke of adverſity. As God is the diſpoſer of 
our affairs, he will not permit the aid and devices of men to ſhare 
in the honour. We are forbid therefore to think ourſelves at all ac- 
ceſſary to our happineſs, either by induſtry in peaee, or conduct and 
proweſs in the field. To reckon up the national forces, and keep 
exact liſts of the ſoldiery, is laudable ceconomy in other ſtates: in 
us it were a criminal oſtentation, and reliance on human aid, (which 
we profeſs not to confide in,) and has ſometimes been followed by a 
national calamity. Much leſs ſhould we be tolerated in a defection 
from the divine worſhip, or the vile indignity of ſetting up an idol 
in our hearts, as his competitor, who has no equal, and will bear no 
compariſon ; who calls himſelf jealous of a rival, a term not more 


affectionate than terrible to his worſhippers. 


Now, continued he, you ſee the 8 of our happineſs, and 
will ceaſe to wonder at our frequent fall from it, ſince it depends on 
che ſteadineſs of the human mind, and our perſeverance in a national 

fidelity. 


$ 
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| Reality e peace and 0 eaſily corrupt the heart, and in- LETTER 1 


XCVII. . 
troduce an inſenſibility of dependance. We, like other nations. kxũ ʃ—«V 


ſoon boaſt of our 'atchievements, ſtrengthen ourſelves with allies, RNS 
court foreign marriages, (which are forbidden by the law,) and in 
complacence to our new alliances, agree with thoſe nations in their 
forms of worſhip. Theſe are the gates that let in plague, famine, 
and ſlavery upon us, and render us the ſcorn of nations, who up- 
braid us with not having a knowledge of the true God, or (what 1s 
indeed the caſe) not having virtue enough to deſerve his protection. 
Zapoc, faid I, you ſurprize me much, in accuſing your nation of 
* levity 1 in religious duties, ſince you are known to offend in the other 
extreme; and will not, even in captivity, be prevailed upon to ne- 
glect thoſe ceremonies which render you obnoxious. Vou ſay true, 
replied he, for captivity renders the mind ſober and conſiderate, and 
the moſt cruel tyrant is often unable to extort an unworthy con- 
feſſion from us. But ſurely you are not at a loſs to find the difficulty 
there is in making ſo nice a duty as is required of us, compatible 
with the wantonneſs of proſperity.— The ways of Providence, ſaid 
I, are not to be pronounced upon with peremptorineſs. I will not 
pretend to ſay, that its dealings are the ſame with all nations ; but 
is it poſlible, that truths of importance ſhould be confined in the 
cuſtody of an obſcure people within the bounds of Paleſtine ?—We 
are not, returned he, an obſcure people ; our very misfortunes have 
prevented. that; or if we were, perhaps obſcurity and privacy may 
be leſs corrupt guardians to treaſures of this kind, than the refined 
polities of large empires. Deſpiſe not our weakneſs, SMERDIS ; 
like private men, ſtates have their viciſſitudes; we are ſtill a diſtinct. 
people, and are continued (ſo we preſume) for greater ends than the 
| preſent meanneſs of our condition promiſes, Great princes have fat 
on the throne of Paleſtine, and a greater {till may ariſe, who, like 
your Cyrvs, ſhall vanquith the nations of the earth with irreſiſtible 
SDL. I 5 1 controul, 
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een, and retrieve the hondurs of an ancient people, who can 
not only fairly trace their anceſtry up\to thoſe holy patriarchs whom 
Heaven deigned to ſpare at the general flood, but paſs that common 


boundary to the annals of other nations, and deduce our ongin from 


the common father of the human eee l 


3 


* 


Our diſcourſe was much longer; and ZAapoc's honeſt zeal for his 
religion and nation accompanied him through the whole, conducted, 
not without ſome appearance of reaſon, but not ſo much, but that 
I faid to myſelf at parting, Good Heaven! what a bleſſing is hope, 


which is ſo hard to be extinguiſhed in the human breaſt! It is a 


ſpark that lives where there appears no fuel for its ſupport. This 
people in ſlavery keep proſperity in view, and (by what I can diſ- 
cern) indulge their imagination with victories to come, and an ex- 


tended empire in diſtant ages. 


From Balch. | 3 VV: ES H. 


e xc. 
Crrax DER to GoBRYAS. From Athens. 


MM HE ſuperiority of the Athenian naval 1 if rightly managed, 
muſt turn the balance of war in their favour, as (not to put thee 


in mind of other inſtances) ſufficiently appears from the iſſue of the | 


Corcyrean troubles. The conteſts between the Ariftocratical and 


Democratical factions there roſe to ſuch a height, that much blood: 


was ſpilt during the violence of the tumults, in which the people 
had, for the moſt part, the advantage. The party of Oligar- 
chiſts, being apprehenſive that their enemies would take poſſeſſion 


of ſome poſts very incommodious for them, in a fit of rage and de- 


ſpair 
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ſpair ſet fire to che buildings round the forum and harbour. Great I. SOLES. 
quantities of merchandize and other rich effects were conſumed i 
the flames, which ſpread ſo wide, that if the wind had not been con- 
trary, the whole city muſt have been burnt to the ground. The 
day after this diſorder, NicosrRATus arrived with the Athenian 
ſquadron from Naupactus, and ſoon compoſed matters to the ad- 
vantage of his party. The others were diſarmed, obliged to deliver 
up hoſtages, and four hundred of the chief amongſt them confined | 
in the temple of Juno. Within four or five days after, the Pelo- 
ponneſian fleet, conſiſting of fifty fail, commanded by Al iD As and 
BRASsIDAs, came in ſight of the iſland. The united ſquadrons of 
the Corcyreans and Athenians went out to meet them, and began an 
engagement, which laſted till night. The former, who had a divi- 
ſion amongſt their ſeamen, and brought up but few gallies to fight 
at a time, were put in great diforder ; but the latter behaved with 
ſuch gallantry, that though they had only twelve ſhips, they ſunk 
one of the enemy's, and ſecured the retreat of the Corcyreans. The 
confuſion was ſo great within the city, that had the Peloponneſians 
followed the advice of BRAsIDAs, and attacked it directly, they 
would, in all probability, have been maſters of it before morning; 
but they contented themſelves with landing troops, and ravaging the 
country. This gave the Corcyreans time to recover from their ſur- 
prize, and take che proper precautions with regard to the Ariſtocra- 
tical party, who meditated a ſecond riſing. The arrival of an 
Athenian fleet of ſixty fail obliged Al iD As to re-embark, and re- 
tire into port with no ſmall precipitation, leaving the ſea open to the 
enemy. The Corcyreans, elated with theſe powerful ſuccours, were 
determined to take a complete revenge upon the adverſe party, and 
proceeded againſt them with the moſt bloody and mercileſs leverities, 
inſomuch that in the ſpace of ſeven days they extirpated almoſt all 
the Ariſtocratical faction. Fifty of the richeſt citizens were put to 
1 | i.” death, 
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death; according to' the forms of law. | The others were privaidly ö 
aſſaſſinated by their creditors, or murdered at the altars, whither they 
fled. for refuge. A large number of theſe unfortunate men, it is 
ſaid, were ſhut up and ftarved in the temple of Bacchus. This 


is the concluſion, noble ſcribe, of the Corcyrean ſedition, Which, 


for the time it laſted, was as violent as any recorded in hiſtory. It 
is obſerved to have been the firſt, which has broken out in this war, 
founded on the different principles of the Athenian and Lacedæ- 


monian governments; but from the animoſities which the eruelty- 
wherewith it has been carried on muſt occaſion through all the Gre- 


cian ſtates, it is conjectured that it will not be the laſt. The 
Athenians triumph greatly in their good fortune, and ſay, the Pe- 


loponneſians have behaved in this affair with that irreſolution and 


inexperience which accompany all their naval operations. They 


imagine, that the ſucceſs with which in the ſame year they have 
quelled the revolt of two conſiderable iſlands, ſecures to them the 
fidelity of their allies, whom ſuch ftriking inſtances muſt convince, 


that the Lacedæmonian power cannot yet protect them from the 
weight of Athenian reſentment. The grave and pious, with whom 


I converſe, find their joy greatly abated on this occaſion, by 


the fatal conſequences which they apprehend from theſe unhappy 


diviſions, as a general diſregard to publick faith, and a total ſubver- 


fon of humanity and religion! in the intercourſe between the Gre- 


clan ſtates. 


The Athenians have this day decreed an aſſiſtance of twenty gallies 
to the Leontines, a people of Sicily, of Ionian extract, who are at 


war with the Syracuſians. The chief of the Leontine embaſſy is 
GoRGIAs, a celebrated orator, whoſe eloquence has had great 
weight in the aſſemblies. It is of a new and peculiar kind, abound- 
ing in frequent flouriſhes of fancy, and metaphorical alluſions. He 
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Ink many admirers bere. For my own part, I think the wwe of his LETTER 


XCvIN.- 
orations is rather Riff and affected, than perſuaſive and elegant, and — 
owes its chief graces to novelty. GorG1As, beſides acquiring the 


reputation of an able negotiator, has conſiderably improved his for- 
tunes by his Athenian embaſſy, The whole city reſort to hear his 


| rhetorical lectures, and he receives as a gratuity from every diſciple 


who attends them, no leſs than an hundred minæ. Though the 
Athenians in the decree pretend, that their ancient alliance and re- 


lation to the Leontines are the reaſons which induce them to ſend. 


theſe ſuccours, thou mayeſt eaſily imagine they are not the principal 
ones. The real intentions of this ſtate are to prevent the ſupplies 


of corn, which their enemies receive from Sicily, and by degrees to 
get footing there. I know very well, that the fertility and riches 


of the iſland, its command of the ſeas, and the ſhort paſſage from 8 


thence to Italy, have long rendered it the object of ambition to the 
moſt enterprizing politicians. During the adminiſtration of PRRI- 
CLES, there were ſchemes formed to ſeize upon ſome part of Sicily ; F 


but that great miniſter always diſcouraged them, and told thoſe who 


adviſed it, that the republick was not powerful enough to undertake 


an expedition, which, beſides its own difficulties, would infallibly 


draw upon them the arms of all Greece, 


The preſent rulers, bolder but leſs prudent than PERICLEs, have 
not (as far as I can learn) laid theſe views aſide, and therefore 
gladly embrace the opportunity, with which the Leontines furniſh 
them, to introduce Athenian forces into Sicily. 


Thy. an with PYTHON, noble be was ; extremely 


well timed ; and the relief, which the juſtice of our monarch afford- 


ed to the merchants at Sidon, has given very favourable impreſſions 
of the Perſian court. They talk of ſending thither an embaſly of 


ſome 
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ſome of their principal citizens. In the mean time a commiſſion has 


— des diſpatched to PYTHON, to manage their afſiirs with the Great 


King, as an _ — Athens. Adieu. 8 55 
i P.- 5 
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LETTER XCIX, 


OT ANES, | Chief architect and ſuperintendant. of the ne palaces, 
to CLEAN DER. 


1 HAVE ſeen thy curioſities in the palace of MxOABYZ ve, which he 

has ſo ranged in his ſplendid apartments, as to ſhew at once his 
taſte and value for them. I am perſuaded, that an affectation of 
this ſort of ſcience, as it is ſo general in Athens, inſtead of adding 
ornaments to ſociety, muſt fill it with ridiculous characters. For if 


I underſtand thy ingenious comment upon thoſe pieces of art, to 


judge of ſculpture and painting, and to be pleaſed with them on 
good grounds, a man ſhould be acquainted with nature and the paſ- 


ſions; ſhould know how a baſe, an honeſt, or a great mind would 
actuate the body i in different circumſtances ; - in ſhort, ſhould be both 


an abſtract moraliſt, and a practical obſerver of human life. I do 


not wonder that thou, CLEANDER, ſhouldſt add this to the number of 


thy accompliſhments ; but I think few have the previous qualifica- 
tions for it. | 


In return for my entertainment, I will acquaint thee with ſome 
natural curioſities, which have lately engaged the. attention of the 
Magi. One of them, PATIZIrkEs by name, has been at great 
pains in the collection, and has formed an extraordinary hypotheſis 


thereon. He abe, he is hereby enabled to prove not only the ancient 


deluge, 


n W 9 * W n e IN 1 rn . 
* „ ä * we EY IRE q L 
* * Py 51 9 8 8 F 8 * 7 * Fans > Es * . * "4 e p 6 * 
＋ RA he Babe BR IE, Amgen p 
* - %. L 2 VM. . 0205! 4 * +4 * 4 N * 4 
k 5 D 2 2 . n 8. 75 
A » g W 8 \ 2 


f eee ———— Get Gott Was ape e © ARGS . 
9 9 5 * : hk 9 * * 2 


* ** 2 yr — 1 1 
eee, . a. 
* SOL 7 2 N x 4.0 
4 PIN | N ö d 
4 * . Y 7 8 
* * 
* 1 J * y 4 E 1 
e * 
. - = 
9 * * e " x [i 
— \ f 
8 . 
* 


s 1 A 0 N * * I x P 
j . 5 ö 
bg tO” | 
7 * = od 
= = hy 
% N I * 
a * * 7 9 


46 


5 ATHENIAN LETTERS 


| deluge, but other elende in the earth of a more Fam effect. L ET TER 


of juſtice, where the ſons of the Magi hold their daily diſputes. 
Upon my entrance, PAT1Z1THES. opened the drawers of his cabinets, 

and expoſed to view a great number of. ſea-ſhells of ſuch variety, as 

are ſcarcely to be ſeen on the ſtrand, when a furious tide has driven 

them from the bed of the ocean, My attention was raiſed by the 

ſight, when PaT1ZITHES begun, ſaying, All nations have ſome tra- 

dition of a terrible flood, which deformed the face of the earth, and 
brought ſuch deſolation upon our race, as to leave but a ſingle family 

to re-people it. This was the great triumph of ArRiMAaNi1vs ; he 
thought, when he was permitted to confound the elements, to mix 

air, earth, and water, and extinguiſh every ſpark of terreſtrial fire ; 

that he had renewed chaos and his ancient dominion over nature. 

But he ſoon ſaw order reſtored; and now no footſteps remain of that 
hideous devaſtation, but ſuch as you ſee before you, a ſufficient mo- 

nument indeed of Its truth to all future ages. Theſe ſhells were 

gathered from different countries far from the ſea; ſome of them 

formed parts of a rock; others were incloſed in a leſs denſe co- 

herent matter; ſome were near the ſummit of mountains; others 

many fathoms below the ſurface of the vales. The flat country of 
Babylonia and Mgypt, the rocks of Arabia and Perſia, and that chain 

of hills which runs from the Tanais toward the Caſpian ſea, con- 

tributed to enrich theſe cabinets. But, ſaid I, there is room to 
doubt of their antiquity ; for how could things of ſo periſhable a 

nature be preſerved through ſo many ages? Becauſe, ſaid PAri- 

ZITHES, they have been incloſed in the bowels of the earth, and 

were better guarded againſt the effects of time, than the bodies of 

the ancient Egyptians in a caſe of aſphaltus. Here, ſays he, obſerve 

that ſhell, which ſo nearly reſembles a cone ; it was lately found on 
— a piece of marble, which made. Oy of a great pyramid in the 
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lake Meeris. Which therefore do you judge to be of greater an- 
tiquity, that ancient pyramid, or the ſhell you have in your hands? 


Doubtleſs, ſaid I, you'll ſay the ſhell, becauſe the materials muſt be 


older than the building. But, continued I, do you then ſuppoſe 
this ſhell to be coëval with the rocks? Not only ſo, ſays he, but 
prior to them, as I will ſatisfy you immediately. Upon which he 
broke the ſhell, and continued his lecture in the following manner : 
The contents, ſaid he, you ſee are a piece of Egyptian «marble : 
now if you pleaſe to compare the marble with the ſhell, its 
caſe, you find they exactly tally. No ſculptor on earth could ſo 

nicely have fitted the protuberances of one to the cavities of the 
other. There is an exact ſimilitude in the lines of each, though 
almoſt numberleſs, and ſome of them ſearcely diſcernible. to the 
eye. This ſtone, therefore, which is now ſo firm and ſolid, was 
once not ſo, but in a fluid ſtate, and received its impreſſion from 


the ſhell. I am ſatisfied, ſaid I, this cannot be the effect of art: 


but the notion of fluidity and the parts of a rock ſeem to be at a 
great diſtance ; and I would rather continue in ſuſpenſe, than fit down 


with ſuch an hypotheſis. There is greater difficulty in ſuppoſing 


this than the thing you would prove by it. I can more eaſily believe 
there has been a deluge, than that it ſhould be able to ſoften rocks, 


and bring them to a ſtate of diſſolution, which is what you ſeem to 


aim at. Have patience, ſays he, and I will be more explicit on the 
ſubject. You know, that ſome of the ancient pillars and obeliſks at 


Thebes, Memphis, and Babylon, are thought by the judicious to be 
nothing more than a cement or compoſition, becauſe no quarry can 
be found that bears any reſemblance to them; and our modern 
builders have variety of ſuch cements, as from a fluid ſtate come to 
a firm conſiſtency, when the ſuperflyous moiſture is carried off by 


the warm air and ſun, Now why ſhould we deny the ſame pri- 


vilege to nature? When the mighty flood ſwept over the face of the 
earth, 


) 
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| ont; ad plotiplied up the looſe ſoil, the mouldering clays, and LETTE oy 5 
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chalks, and infinite variety of materials, the ancient rocks were eee 


waſhed at their very roots, their foundations were opened, and (as 


a rocky promontory _undermined by the- ſea br eaks off 8 the 1 


continent, and is ſunk for ever in the abyſs) having no ſtedfaſtneſs, 
they reeled from their places, and their weight bore them towards 


the centre, where they lie for ever beyond the reach of adventrous 


mortals. The blended materials, thrown up in promiſcuous heaps by 
the waves, covered them; and as the waters ſubſided, cemented to- 
gether more cloſely ; and as the parts were nearer akin, they cohered 
and formed bodies of different firmneſs and ſolidity. I do not there- 
fore require of you to believe, that the ancient rocks and compact 
bodies were diſſolved, but that many new ones were formed by the 
deluge, which had incloſed the ſpoils of the ſea within them. If 
you can admit this account, you will eaſily find a ſolution for every 
thing that lies before you ; if not, they are attended with inſuperable 
difficulties. What other rational account will you give of that ſhell 
of a nautilus, which was found buried in a ſtratum of a piceous 
ſubſtance below the bed of the river Arbis, when ART AXE RXES 


commanded a bridge to be built over it? Or thoſe teeth and part of 


the jaw- bone of a monſtrous ſhark, which were dug from the ſame 
quarry that ſupplied the eunuch BAGORAZES in building his mag- 


nificent palace? This large drawer is filled with curioſities from 1 


bed of chalk fifty cubits below the ſurface of the earth. Theſe 


ſmall chalky maſſes are full of the little bones and teeth of fiſhes, 


and many ſhells of the moſt delicate texture, and great variety of 
ſhape and colour ; for neither the form nor colour is injured by the 


ſoftneſs of the ſtratum they fortunately fell into. I was much pleaſed 


with the ſight of theſe, and began to handle them too roughly, as I 
perceived by my friend's countenance, who turned as pale as if I 
had defiled the elements. Upon which I reſtrained my curioſity 
$f ur 41 ED within 
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within the bounds agrecable to him. He next bid me abe . 


— ſtones which retained impreſſions from fiſhes, which, ſays he, have 


ſhew you many maſſes that are filled with fern, the common pro- | 


long ſince been waſted away, becauſe of their tender ſubſtance; but 
the impreſſions. remain not only of the head, fins, and tail, but 


the very ſcales; and in ſome you may perceive a glolly gold colour 
received from che body of the fiſh. Here is one ow * hrs _ 
| diſtinguiſh it to be a river perch. 


\ 


Pray, aid I, in this general confuſion, which you PRES: hs 
one not expect to find ſome products of the land as well as the fea 


preſerved in the ſtrata of the earth? Yes, replied he, there are 
ſome horns of deer that were found in a moraſg at a very conſider- 


able depth. Here is a beak of the Egyptian Ibis, and ſome teeth 
of monkeys, now no where but in Ethiopia, which were found in 
the heart of a mountain near the Araxes; and all thoſe nuts and 


almonds which you ſee, were dug from under the roots of nen 
cedars in Mount Libanus, when the Tyrians expected t 


mines in its bowels. Thoſe ſhattered and decayed bones were ga- 


thered from different depths of the earth, where it had n never before 
been opened. Here, ſays he, are ſome maſſes of a very compa 
marble, but only uſed in covering houſes, becauſe upon f ſtroke it 


is apt to ſhiver into thin plates; for many vegetables were buried in 


the ſtratum, and prevented its cementing fo cloſely in thoſe parts. 
Upon which he ſplit it very dextrouſſy; and now, ſays he, you 
may ſee the broad leaves of the Egyptian papyrus, lying flat and | 


parallel one to another, as you may have obſerved them after the 


Nile is abated, and has left thoſe plants clogged with mud, and all 
inclining the ſame way with the direction of the ſtream. I could 


duce of dry and barren grounds; ſome with myrtle, box, and many 
other vegetables. But pray take notice of two pieces of iron ſtone, 


„ * . 
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. each abbut a foot ſquare, and of a flat "Mg a font of n LETTER 
is deeply impreſſed on the whole ſurface of one, on the other the — 


ſame work is in à ſort of relief; they differ no otherwiſe than the 


ſeal and the wax, for they once adhered together 1 in the ſame maſs. | 
I took up a ſtone, which ſeemed unworthy a place in his cabinets, 


and obſerved to him, that it was uſed in the moſt ordinary buildings, 


You are right, replied he, there is no commoner material; and the 
more I wonder it has not been taken notice of, for it is made up 


almoſt entirely of ſmall ſhells. Place it in a convenient light, and 
you will ſee them of a thouſand different ſhapes. The buildings of 


Suſa, and, I doubt not, all the eities of the world, are full of the 


exuviæ of fiſhes. This is no extravagant thing to ſay, if we conſider 
the vaſt ſhoals that muſt have been poured out of the boſom. of the 
deep, which not only contains the ſhells of the preſent race, but 


probably thoſe of ſeveral preceding ages, fince they ſeem not to be 
of a very periſhable nature. I will add a piece of advice to thee, 


OTANEs, who art employed by ARTAXERXES in raiſing monu- 


ments to his honour, that, when thou buildeſt for poſterity, thou 


chuſe the moſt ſimple materials ; for the veins and colouring of mar- 
bles are chiefly owing to vegetables and the exuviæ of animals inter- 
ſperſed in the original ſtrata, or ſome mixture of heterogeneous 
bodies, which ſeldom cement well together, and therefore yield 
ſooner to the attacks of time. I thanked PaT1zitHss for his advice, 


and the new ſcene he had opened to me. I told him, I was not one 


of thoſe who doubted the reality of a deluge ; but I did not imagine 
nature would have ſupplied any arguments for it: ſhe exhibits every 
where beauty and order, but is cautious of ſhewing her deformities. 
Thou, my friend, haſt penetrated into her arcana, and bringeſt to 
light what ſhe would have concealed. Thou diſcovereſt how ſhame- 


fully ſhe was diſturbed by the deſtroyer ARIMANIUS, who difſolved : 


her laws, and ſet her at variance with herſelf. 
419 MH: . 
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e would not in them mention an affair which gives me ſome uneaſi- 
neſs, and which I intend only for thy knowledge. My brother, 
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Pr, CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 2 


8 


s Iam ſenſible my publick Ahn are ade read befork the 
the council of ſeven, and aftewards regiſtered. in the- archives; 


HieP1as, encloſed in his laſt packet the following ſentence out of a 


letter from HYDASPES the chamberlain, to him. Tell CLEANDER, 


” his merit has raiſed him many enemies, who /endeayour to ſup- 
“ plant him in the favour of the miniſters. The practices of the 


« the great are buſy againſt him. I have not at preſent time to 
£ —_ DX : 
<« write more.” My friends have ſent me no advices of this nature; 


and yet the myſterious brevity of this paragraph ſtrangely confounds 


me. I know not any of the courtiers to whom I ever gave the leaſt ; 
ground of offence ; at the ſame time I cannot underſtand the conduct 


of TERIBAZUS the treaſurer. He has never once written to me 


ſince I reſided at Athens, though he made me large promiſes of 


friendſhip before I left Ecbatana ; and for this laſt year I have never 


received a ſingle mina of my appointments. If the former libera- 


lities of MEGABYZUs and thyſelf had not W me, 1 ſhould 
have been reduced to great diſtreſs. 


Next to the orotettion of OnROMASDES, generous GOBRYAS, I 


depend upon thine. Thou wert never yet known to diſappoint the 


meaneſt of thy dependants. I will therefore reſt aſſured, that thou 
wilt not ſuffer a friend to be run down by court- faction, who may 
venture to ſay, that he has not been uſeleſs to > the ne, which 
employed him. Adieu. — * 3 
From Athens. „„ 5 P. 
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peculiar regard which the Ægyptians ſhew to the remains of their 


| deceaſed friends, proceeded upon a perſuaſion of the ſoul's ſubfiſting 3 


CI. 
— 


after its ſeparation from the body; an opinion which has ſo generally 


obtained in all nations of the world, that one may with better reaſon 


conclude it is inherent in the human ſoul from a conſciouſneſs of its 


own immortality, than that it was diſcovered firſt by the Egyptians, 


and derived from them to the reſt of mankind. But however that 


be, they doubtleſs were the firſt who accommodated this doctrine to 


the groſs conceptions of the vulgar; and this gave riſe to the ſuper- 


ſtitious repreſentations in their funeral ſolemniti es, which are per- 


formed near Memphis, in a large parcel of ground ſet apart for that 
purpoſe, and called the territory of the dead. It conſiſts of ſeveral ; 
large and pleaſant meadows, encompaſſed with groves of lotus and 


ſweet canes, and watered with many clear rivulets and fountains 
from the ſerpentine windings of the Nile“. But the dead are not 


| admitted, nor ſuppoſed to be admitted to this place, until they have 
| paſſed the ſolemn tribunal, to which they are conveyed i in a boat 


acroſs a great lake called Acheruſia. Before the coffin is put aboard, 
any perſon is at liberty by the law to accuſe the dead ; and if it 


can be proved that the deceaſed led a wicked life, then the judges 


| appointed for that purpoſe give ſentence, and the body is refuſed an * 
honourable burial, If no informer appears, or the information is 


proved 
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TY K = ER Pr ied falſe, all the kindred of the deceaſed leave off mournin, 


ct begin. to ſet forth his praiſes, and recount the virtues wherein he: 


excelled, invoking the infernal deities to receive him into the ſociety 
of the juſt. On one ſide of the lake is the temple of the infernal 
HECATE, and the gates of Cocrrus and LET HE made faſt with 
brazen bars; on the other, the pleaſant iſlands and meadows before“ 
mentioned, where thoſe who are abſolved at this tribunal have a 
right tocbe interred, if their friends deſire it; but whether their bo- 
dies are depoſited there or not, they repreſent the calm or happy : 
ſtate into which fuch perfons are received in the Amenthes, or invi- 
ſible region of departed ſouls. I have already hinted to you, that 
their doctrine of the foul's immortality is blended with that of its 
ſucceſſive revolution through different bodies. The Amenthes* there- 
fore, or their name for the inviſible region, fignifies a place that 
receives the ſouls, and fends them back again. In that ſtate, the good, 
after their removal from the body, are fuppoſed to be in a quiet and 

unruffled ſituation. But it is not till after they have paſſed through : 
their ſeveral ſucceffive revolutions , and have returned again into 

the human body, and not till after a ſecond ſeparation from it, that 
they are ſuppoſed to paſs into an happy ſtate, if they have acted their 
part yirtuouſly in this, the ſecond time, as they did before. But the 
notion of the ſoul's tranſmigrating through various kinds of bodies, 
I have reaſon to think, was a later improvement of their philoſophy; 
and I conceive the more ancient doctrine to have been rather this, 
viz. that they ſhould return again to act their part in an human 
body : at the great mundane revolution. When in our way to the 


* Tov d roxdꝰioy T6Tov tig dx orovlau rd Ft hunden woral r cds "Auiwdny er 
oNεEoilts Ts oveuaror vd xν,t bil x diderra. Plut. de Iſid. p. 362. 
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Lab inth, we ſtopped to ſurvey. Gus three great ä that Rand LE Tran 
5 between Memphis and Arſinoe; it was impoſſible not to reflect upon — 
what principle they could be erected. They might perhaps be con- 
_ trived for other purpoſes of their W beſides the intombing of 
the dead; but however that be, it is certain the founders of them 
intended their remains ſhould be depoſited therein. A deſire indeed 
ol perpetuating their names by ſome laſting monuments, might be 
| natural to the Egyptian kings, as well as to thoſe of other nations; EE, 
yet it is peculiar to Igypt to boaſt of a more expenſive magnificence „„ — 
in theſe monuments than in the palaces of the living. And by de- | I 
ſigning to be buried within the pyramids, places of ſuch i nnn | 
ble ſtrength as were never erected for the defence of the living, one 
muſt ſuppoſe they intended to ſecure theit remains againſt the in- 
juries of time, or hoſtile fury, in thoſe eternal habitations. And 
does not this peculiarity appear of a piece with that of their being 
more ſolicitous than any other people, to preſerve their bodies from 9 
; putrefaQion, by ſalting and embalming them, which is an art original 1 
85 gypt. Both the one and the other peculiarity may, I believe, qe 
be accounted for, upon the fame principle which CH ERES, an VV | 
Egyptian prieſt, ſuggeſted to us in ſome diſcourſe we had upon = © 
this ſubject. It was the ancient opinion, that the ſouls delighted to - 
hover about thoſe places where the bodies were depofited*, with _ 7 
good hopes of returning again into their own, if thoſe bodies i | W 
could be preſerved until the great period came round. But in caſe - # 
they mouldered away, or were deſtroyed by violence, their ſoul = 
would be allotted to ſome new body, and in that again expoſed to _—_— 
all the fame ne vice and pollution it had happily _— | = 


* Egypti periti fapientiz cOndita diutius reſerrant cadavera; ſcil. ut anĩma Was N 1 „ 
tempore perduret, & corpori ſit obnoxia, ne cito ad aliud tranſeat. Srnvir Comment. 
in v. 67. neid, bb. iii. 
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thi firſt. The Egyptians, in their ſymbolical way, expreſs the per- 


— manent and incorruptible nature of the ſoul by certain immutable 


proportions of number“; from whence PyrHAGORAS, they ſay, 


learnt to call it a ſelf- moving number, expreſſing in a myſtical ſenſe, 


mind, or an eſſence that had nothing in it of matter, which is flux 


1 and changeable. Some believe the pyramidal form to be expreſſive 
of certain ſacred and myſtical doctrines; but I think it more natural 


to ſuppoſe, that in thoſe monuments which were intended to endure 


through a long courſe of ages, it was pitched upon principally as 


being a form the moſt permanent and laſting. It might moreover be 


deſigned in honour to the chief objects of their worſhip ; ; for pyra- 
mids and obeliſks have been very ancient repreſentations of the 


_ celeſtial divinities, by alluſion to the pyramidal or conical forms, in 


which the rays are emitted from a luminous body. The + pyramids 


I faw ſtand upon the brow of a rocky hill, which riſes i in a gentle 5 


aſcent from the level plains by Memphis, but the ſame- rock i is con- 
tinued weſtward to the ſteep mountains of Lybia. Each ſide of 


the greateſt pyramid contains about ſeven hundred Grecian feet in 


length; the ſides aſcend by rows, riſing like ſtairs from the bottom 


to the ſtop. The height is computed to be nearly equal to the baſe. 


The river enters by a ſecret channel into a great ſubterraneous vault 


underneath this pyramid}; and in the middle of that receptacle is an 
inſular fabrick, where the king's body, who finiſhed the pyramid, 


was intended to be intombed. A great cauſeway, paved in ſome 
places with granite marble, lies from the banks of the Nile to the 


brow of the hill whereon this pyramid ſtands, Southward, about a 
bow-ſhot 1 this, we meet with another, che next in magnitude, 


xe d' pH Eau aH, To d abiblar a u d Vs werten. PLUT. de | 
placit. lib. iv. c. 2. 


+ GREAVES's Pyramidographia. | 
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5 bai which falls fl ſhort of the A 0 of the firſt; neither are ee LE TT: ER 
which compoſe. it of ſo vaſt a ſize. The ſides riſe not by degrees 
like that, but are a ſmooth ſliding Plain from the bottom to the top. J. 
It is bounded by the north and weſt with a row of cells, the whole 
like a regular fabrick, hewn out in the hard rock. On the weſt _ 
f likewiſe of the great pyramid is a large pile of building of the Bi- 
 - faltes ſtone f; from whence, as from the cells round the ſecohd, are 
ſecret paſſages into both, but through them only the prieſts or the 
initiated ever enter. South eaſt is the famous Sphinx, a coloſſal 
figure of an immenſe ſize, computed to be in length one hundred 
and forty-three feet, in height ſixty- two, and one hundred and two 
in compaſs about the head. It was undoubtedly erected there to ex- 
_ preſs the ſeaſon of the inundation. The third pyramid ſtands diſtant - 
from the ſecond about a furlong, upon an advantageous height, 
whereby afar off it appears equal to the former, though indeed the 
whole pile is much leſs and lower ; yet for the ſtructure and beauty 
of the marble it excels both that and the great one. Cloſe adjoining 
to it, on the eaſt ſide, is another building, of a dark ſtone like Thebaick, 
marble. At a diſtance we could diſcern to the ſouth. ſeveral other 
pyramids, which lie ſcattered through a deſert tract on the conſines 
of Lybia, and are found all along the upper region to the borders of - 
Ethiopia; many of which I ſaw in my paſſage the laſt year down. | 
the Nile: but moſt of them, though very durable in their kind, were 
the work of earlier and more ſimple ages, when the Egyptians 
were rather deſirous to preſerve their remains inviolable, than ambi- 
tious to leave conſpicuous monuments of their ſtate and magnificence. 
They were erected by the ancient kings of the Thinite dynaſty, or ; 
in their times. However, there is, I am told, one among them, 
which e equals f in its dimenſions the largeſt of | thay by 
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Memphis Next in antiquity to thoſe, and more ancient Gun a f 


are two admirable pyramids ſtanding i in the middle of the great 
lake Meeris. For CHEMMIS, (whom HzxopoTvus uſes to call 


Cnzors, making a Greek name of the Fgyptian,) who is reputed | 
the founder of the firſt of theſe by Memphis, was among the de- 


ſcendants or ſucceſſors of SxSsOSTRISNH; and Se808TR18 himſelf was 
later than Meris. CEgPHREN and MyczRINvs, to whom the 


ſecond and third are aſcribed, were one the brother, the other a ſon 
of CHEMM1s. The great lake of Mceris was contrived for a balance 


to the waters in the annual inundation, And there is a communi- 
cation from the river to the lake by a great ditch, eighty furlongs in 


length and three hundred feet in breadth, by which it may receive 
the ſuperfluity of water when the Nile riſes to an exceſſive dike; - 
as by opening its other ſluices the country a great diſtance round it 
may be ſupplied in ſeaſons when the river fails. And though the 


expence of opening and ſhutting the fluices be very great, yet it is 


certainly a work of the greateſt benefit to Egypt. In the midfi of 
the lake the king contrived a place for his ſepulchre, and raiſed two 


ſtately pyramids, the one for himſelf, the other for his wife; and 


upon the ſummit of each he placed a coloſſus of marble fitting upon 
a throne. From the foundation the pyramids are a hundred fathoms 


high; they are ſeen fifty fathoms above the water, and are hid as man 
fathoms under it; ſo that the lake is in ſome places three hundred feet 


in depth, and, as HERODOTvUs perſuades me, was all made by art. 


The circumference is computed at three thouſand fix hundred fur- 


longs. It lies about fix hundred furlongs above the city of Memphis. 
We paſſed in a boat acroſs this lake to the Labyrinth, which is ſaid to 


have been built by joint conſent of the twelve kings, who reigned'in 
Egypt after the expulſion of SETHON, the prieſt of VULCAN. The 


fabrick is the moſt wonderful in its kind in all the world, from 
which DR PDALus received the model of the much-famed Labyrinth he 
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is the ig rock ; which Va 3 pal for an incredible f, ile | 
it not conſidered that the whole roek is a ſand ſtone, which contri- 
 butes to the preſervation of the bodies depoſited within it. And in 
theſe wonderful apartments are the gabbares , or mummies, of the 
twelve kings who built the Labyrinth, with the remains of crocodiles, 
and other their facred animals. But if the labour and expence of 
ſinking pits, and excavating vaults, in the ſolid rock, or raifing ſuck = 
_ immenſe piles of ftone above ground, to fecure the human remains 
from the violence of after-ages, may be in ſome fort accounted for 
upon a perfuaſion they firmly maintain with regard to the ſoul's 
revolution ; yet their paying an equal regard to the remains of the 
| moſt noxions animals can be reſolved into nothing but the moſt ex- 
 travagant phrenfy and ſuperſtition. The whole nome, which takes 
ite name from the neighbouring tobn of Arſinoe, pays an ext 
vagant veneration to crocodiles. Thefe are embalmed with moſt ex . ] 
_ quiſite art, and fet up in niches, as the bodies of birds and other 
animals are through every part of the fubterraneous chambers. At 
the angle where the Labyrinth ends, there is 4 pyramit? of two hun- 
dred and forty feet in height, with a baſis of the ſame dimenfions, 
on which are engraved coloſſal figures of animals: "the paffage 
that leads to it is under ground. The ſeveral corridors and intricate 
paſſages of the Labyrinth below ſeem to anſwer, as nearly as-we could 
compare them together, to the apartments above; of which, as I 
know HzRODOrus has given the moſt exact debription, I will 
not be tedious in attempting it after him. It was by a very par- N —_ | 
ticular intereſt with CHERESs, the Egyptian prieſt, who accompanied „ 
us in this tour, that F gained admittance into che apartments under „ 3 


* So the embalmed bodies were called in the language of the country, as St. Aucus- 
TIN confirms: * Morem enim habent ficcare corpora, & quaſi znea reddere ;. Gabba. 
« ras ea vocant,” Abc. ſerm. 120. de diverſis. Note by the tranſlator. 

"1 ON ground, 


b. 
* 


r * * Þ 
* 


N * 22 
. 2 
* 
y 


. 


= 


* 


2 
N * 


- 


> 7 Ss — 


Fat 
ol 


V 
- 


- 


„ ene ——ũñꝗ 
* 


- 


Sen. me haven RR — 190i 


8 ; 8 f | os ; 2h 8 / vo 2 "In. 1 
. TIT e 0) 4% AS IF 5K 22 5 71 (43 MEAT £4ek 8 1p PE kb 
1 write this from Gais, a city of ancient note in the Dela, ; 


Sie of which, after, I have taken 1 * 


may furniſh out another letter to you, before 1 begin my voyage for 
Greece. But 1 willingly confeſs, CLEANDER, that you are ſo 
inſtructed in the philoſophy and learning of thoſe ſages, who were 
moſt converſant i in the recondite doctrines of Agypt, that I have cor- 
reſponded with you more for my own ſake, for any cee 
I could hope to give you from the little I have gained by my 
inquiries. HERODO TUS ſaid, upon ſeeing your. epiſtle on the 
Eleuſinian myſteries, 5 This Epheſian has diſeovered more of thoſe 


ec ſecrets, by a ſhrewd induction from ſome ſlight and unguarded 


2 


- 


4. hints of his Athenian friends, than any ought to know who is 
6 not an initiate, or than an initiate ſhould dare to reveal: and 
he hath religiouſly omitted the very mention of them in his hiſtory. 


Adieu. „ ne e defer e nt eee 
The End of the fifth Year of the Peloponnefian War. 
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